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Some comments received about the material in this book
✔ The information included is wonderful, highly informative, and very much appreciated.   

Keep up the great work... Best regards, David MacGregor.

✔ I  am  writing  to  request  permission  to  insert  a  link  from  the  Walter  Scott  Digital  
Archive,  a  scholarly  resource  maintained  by  Edinburgh  University  Library,  to  your  
excellent resource: Dr. Paul Barnaby, Project Officer, Walter Scott Digital Archive,  
Special Collections Division, Edinburgh University Library.  

✔ I feel that I just have to drop you a note to congratulate you on such a comprehensive 
piece of work. I knew quite a bit of it, but there were numerous parts, which were new to 
me. directed a couple of my colleagues who have none of our family heritage, and they 
have found it fascinating also.  Well done.  EurIng Douglas MacGregor BSc, PgD (Dist), 
CEng, MIMarEST, AMIChemE.

✔ Wow! What an enormous undertaking.  You should have had it published as a book! I  
think you missed your calling. Maybe you should have been a professor or a writer  
professionally. Congratulations!  Jean (MacGregor) Simon.

✔ Thank you for pointing me in the right direction.  You must have spent a lot of time  
on it.  It’s very interesting and informative.  Take care, Regards, Jemma.

✔ You've done a very good job and deserve a lot of credit.  In some fashion, you need  
to preserve this for many generations to come.  Ron Shankland.

✔ I visited your wonderful pages, so enjoyed the photos and backdrops. Andrea Strahl,  
CO, USA

✔ I appreciate your efforts. Alan Wilson. Professor of History, Trent University, 
Peterborough, Ontario. (Retired).

✔ The Pict stuff is great.  Howard R. Grossnickle.

✔ A pat on the back!  Superb work Hal!  Danusia. 

✔ All I can say is WOW! You need to get this published!   Walter Brown.

✔ Your awesome Scottish history.   Eochaidh MacDhalaigh Ogha Chruithne.

✔ I  have  been reading  about  the  Celts  and their  origins.   Although the  Picts  are  not  
considered Celts, they are related people who seem to have a strong Celtic element.  It is 
accepted  by  some  that  the  Picts  came  from  Scythia.  Your  account  on  an  Assyrian
connection or influence is worthy of study as you pointed out. Reliefs of Pict warriors on 
Orkney gravestones have a decidedly 'Assyrian' appearance. The older books do not
mention this. Thank you for your assistance. Best Regards, Cesar Martin.
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Some startling excerpts from this book
At  their  zenith,  Orcadians controlled a northern trading  Empire  in  Walrus  tusks,  that  comprised the  
Orkneys, Shetlands, Uuross, Tulli, and Cronx.  Shell remains of their stone houses remain on the shores 
of Ungava Bay in present day Canada, where they traded with Dorset Eskimos.   See Page 38.
The language of the Picts doubled up on mid and ending consonants, such as Nehhtonn, Onnuss, Ness 
and Uuradd. It was an early Scandinavian pattern (i.e. Tryggvassonn, Tallinn).  See Page 39
Pict  Monks  from  the  Hebrides  and  Orkney  become  dedicated  Christian  missionaries,  who  suffered 
extreme  hardships,  while  dedicating  their  lives  to  bring  Christianity  to  both  Scandinavian  and  Inuit  
peoples.  They often overwintered in the Faroes, Tulli and Cronx.  See Page 46.
The most valuable animal on Pict farms was the cow. Each farmer owned a house cow that was brought 
in every cold night for milking.  It  would provide a steady supply of milk, butter and cheese plus add to  
the warmth of the one-room house during cold weather. Dried cow flaps were utilized as fuel for the 
fireplace and as chinking for insulation. In winter, cows were fed a pulverized mixture of dried mackerel  
and seaweed.  Many a cow kept a Pict family alive over a cold winter.  See Page 70.
These ten rows of staggered three foot deep pits were an insidious and deadly trap.  They were set for 
Picts,  who approached the wall  through this  open field.  Wooden stakes were driven into the brush-
concealed pits, with their sharp poisoned ends just below the water surface. It was impossible for anyone 
crossing this field at night not to fall into one of these deadly pits.   See Page 103.
In AD410, Romans left an uneasy Britain to tend to an uncontrolled influx of Barbarians on their eastern 
frontier.  The 325 year undeclared Pict/Roman war had finally ended in victory for  the Picts.  Thirteen 
generations of Roman aggression left the Picts with a hunger for revenge, if not upon the Romans, then 
on their Brythonic lackeys.  It was up to the Picts to re-establish their former frontiers.  See Page 115.
Brithonic  Celts  would  later  seek  out  Pict  allies  to  counter  these  Germans,  who  took  no  prisoners. 
Generations  of  Celtic  over-lordship  in  their  north-European  homelands,  had  ingrained  them  with  a 
burning hatred for all Celts. Vortigern would become a name to be cursed by Pict and Briton alike.  He 
initiated a holocaust that would consume his own people beyond his imagination.  See Page 116.
The  Pict/German military  alliance  eventually  weakened the  Kemry so  that  the  Germans  became the 
primary threat to Pict survival.  With Pict help, Northumbria had become the military colossus of the 
north.  Then, the Germans turned on the Picts, and struck out for the north.  See Page 117.
Columba and Brud hit it off, and became soul mates.  It was only through the influence of Columba that 
Brud  allowed  the  Irish  visitants  to  remain  in  western  Albann.   The  price  was  subservience  and 
assimilation into the Pict majority.   See Page 169.
Brud was the greatest  King in  Albann's history.  He brought  the  Scottish problem under  control.  He  
brought the Orkney and Shetland Isles, back into the Albann Empire, and also the southernmost part of  
his kingdom, the Isle of Mann.  He also established a foothold in Ulster.   See Page 170.
In 732, Nehhtonn  III created the idea that the sovereign was the head of the national church and the 
defender of the faith, an earth-shattering move at the time, 800 years before Henry VIII of England did it. 
This tradition is ingrained in the British Monarchy to this day.  See Page 171.
Defeat seemed almost certain, but after Onnus and his men had prayed for deliverance, the appearance in 
the blue sky above them of a white cloud in the shape of a Saltire Cross of St. Andrew seemed to promise  
that their prayers had been answered.   See Page 172.
Princess Der Llei was a teenager when her father decimated the Angles at Dunnichen, and rooted out all  
the Germanic settlers, who had settled in Albann. It was both terrifying and joyous to witness the killing 
or enslavement of those who had tyrannized the Picts for 30 years.  See Page 187.
The MacAlpin dynasty maintained a long term strategy; To return to the glory days of the Albann Empire, 
when Caledonian scouts patrolled the northern banks of the Humber River.   See Page 204. 
Shot by a sniper, General James Peter Wolfe, aged 32, died on the Plains of Abraham on September 13 th 

1759, held tenderly in the arms of a MacGregor officer of the Fraser Highlanders, at the very moment of  
his greatest triumph, deserted by his own staff, who despised him.  See Page 219  
Eight other books by the author.  See page 229.

   

 II



A Forward
This publication represents a thorough, well-researched study of all facets of the history and culture 
of the indigenous people of Northern Britain.  Those people were called  Albiones  (white skinned 
ones)  by  the  early  Greek  mariners,  Caledonii (cunning  ones)  by  the  early  exploring  Romans, 
Cruithni (the creators) by the Gaelic Irish, and Picti (the painted ones) by the later Imperial Romans. 
The label Picti stuck.
The mysteries of those people; their origins, language, religion and lifestyle are unraveled in easy to 
understand terms.  There are many surprises; the translation of the Lunnasting Stone, the actual 
Pictish names of their kings, and the role played by Royal Princesses in successions to the High 
throne.
The fact remains; these unknown people of the north were the ones who were primarily responsible 
for the eventual withdrawal of the mighty Roman Legions from Britain early in the fifth century. 
They were physically larger than either the Romans or the Celts. They did not fight by Roman rules, 
and they forced the Romans to maintain four Legions  to keep the peace in Britain. This rendered 
the conquest of Britain an impossibility.
Two magnificent walls from sea to sea, which could be seen from outer space, were not enough to 
contain them.  In the final years of Roman occupation of southern Britain, a humiliating tribute was 
paid to the Picts so they would not attack through Hadrian's Wall.
This  is  a  well-written  account  with  no  hidden  agenda;  a  work  of  obvious  love,  by  an  actual 
descendant of the very people who carved out an Empire at the edge of the known world, a people 
we should know more about.  They did not disappear as some have maintained.  Recent Generic 
tests have proved they still comprise 70% of the population of today’s Scotland.
Mr. MacGregor is the first author in a very long time, who has written about the Picts, and has 
actually given credit where credit is due.
Diana A. F. Shore, BAS, PMP, CMC, CET, DEM (nātū MacGregor)
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Explanation of the cover
Halstatter Celts entered Britain beginning about 800BC, bringing the Iron Age to the Pre-
Celts. In the south, they organized into tribal units, similar to what they had experienced in 
Gaul, intermarried with local Picts, and created a Picto-Celtic culture.  In the north, Celts 
encountered a different type of people; pale-skinned, long-limbed with blonde or red hair. 
Many of these people were descendants of early West Norse, who first colonized the far 
northern island chains.  The Humber River was their defacto southern border in 43AD. 
Greek traders described them as Albiones (pale skinned people).

These people were better acclimatized to the sub-arctic climate of far North Britain, than 
were the southerners.  They were eager to adopt iron technology but were unwilling to 
abandon  their  ancient  culture.   Their  population  and  power  centre  was  in  the  great 
headland of Moray (Inverness-shire). The union of Celts and Albiones formed the Cruithni, 
in Q-Celtic,  Pretani in P-Celtic,  and  Picti, in Latin.   Eventually,  these three terms were 
referred only to the aboriginals of Albann in Britain and to the Uladh of Ulster.  They were a 
fiercely independent confederation of large tribes who did not always act like Celts.

For 1,600 years after the first Celts arrived, Pict kings still bore non-Celtic names.  About 
700BC, one of these tribes, the Dal n’Araidh (kindred of the special ones), went across the 
twelve-mile isthmus to Ireland, and established two Cruithni kingdoms dividing the island, 
one in the south and one in the north.

About 500BC,  La Tene Celts (Firbolg) entered Britain bringing a new dialect,  called P-
Celtic,  and  more  advanced  iron  technologies.  Through  their  influence,  all  of  Britain 
became P-Celtic (Brythonic) speaking.   The southernmost part  of  the Northern Albann 
Confederation was what  is present  day Northumberland.   Several  Firbolg independent 
tribes  with  strong  affiliations  with  the  Gauls  of  Western  Europe  dominated  Albion  in 
Southern Britain.

La  Tene  culture  spread  to  Ierne  about  400  BC.   About  200BC,  Gaodhail  Celts  from 
Southern Europe fled Roman invasions there, and conquered Southern Ierne.  Two tribes 
of Firbolgs, the Dal Fiatach and the Dal Riatach, fled to the north, and became tenants in 
Cruithni areas.

The northern  Irish Cruithni  and Firbolg formed a defensive  confederation,  and built  a 
powerful army to maintain their independence.  Their country was called Ulidia, and they 
called  themselves  “The  Ulladd”  (Uladh in  Gaelic),  from  which  the  term  “Ulster”  was 
derived. About 150AD, In the face of continued threats by Gaodhail Celts from southern 
Ierne,  the  Ulladd  built  a  moat  and  wall  across  the  island  to  symbolically  mark  their 
southern border.  They got this idea from observing the Roman Antonine Wall, when they 
were assisting their Pict brethren in Albann.

The script at the bottom of the cover plate is in Ogham, an ancient Irish code, which was 
perfected as a  Military code used against  the Roman occupiers  in  Britain.   Later,  the 
Cruithni marked monuments with it, first in Ireland, and later in Albann.  The correct form, 
as is used, which is right to left in horizontal script, bottom to top in vertical script. The 
name is that of the author and researcher, “Hal MacGregor”.
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Explanation of the map of the British Isles
Albann was the first country in the world to incorporate a religious cross 
as  its  national  symbol,  in  832AD.  That  was the  saltire  cross  of  Saint 
Andrew, a pure white cross on a sky blue background.  

Other Brythonic peoples followed suit with the cross of Saint David (a 
Welsh Christian Martyr), a gold lateral cross on a black background.  The 
Brythonic  people  of  Cornwall  and  Bretagne  also  embraced  fellow 
Brythonic, Saint David, as their patron saint, with a white cross on a black 
background.

England and the city of London adopted the Genoese flag, a red lateral 
cross  of  Saint  George  (a  Greek  Christian  soldier  martyr)  on  a  white 
background in 1190.  Ireland's patron saint was Saint Patrick; the British 
designed a red saltire cross on a white background to represent a united 
Ireland under British rule, as the cross of Saint Patrick (although Saint 
Patrick was not a martyr) in the 16th century.

The archipelagos of Orkney and Shetland came under Norwegian control 
in  the  10th  century.  As  Pict  and  Scottish  influences  died  out, 
Scandinavian culture dominated the islands. The Orkney were Norwegian 
in character, and Shetland was Danish after the Kalmar union between 
Denmark and Norway in 1397, effectively reduced Norwegian influence.

With the advent of Christianity in Scandinavia, the Nordic cross became 
the universal symbol of all Scandinavian countries without exception. The 
Orkney adopted the flag of Norway with its colours reversed. Shetland 
adopted the flag of Denmark with its colours reversed.

The modern symbol of the County of Down, the core of Ulster, is a red 
and black bicolour flag. The red stands for the long period of bloodshed 
spent in defence of its sovereignty. Black is the favourite Celtic banner, 
and in this case, it shows solidarity with other Brythonic peoples. 

Not shown are Uuross (Faroes) and Tulli (Iceland), where Irish, Orcadian 
& Hebridean monks had followed Orcadian Walrus hunters to establish 
religious retreats since the late 5th century BC.

Antrim  was  incorporated  into  Albann  several  times  as  a  result  of 
misconduct on behalf of New Dalriada sub kings in Argyll.  The Dal na 
Riatach settlers there were disciplined by several  High Kings, and,  on 
occasion, they and their rivals were chased over to Antrim, where  local 
leaders  were  also  punished.   The  most  frequent  misdemeanor  was 
landstealing.  Brud Mawr & Onnus Mawr were just two Albann High Kings 
who organized expeditionary forays into Antrim.
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In memory of Leah Lorraine MacGregor, née Evans

About the Author: Harold (Hal) Stanley MacGregor was born in Digby, Nova Scotia, and was raised in the village  
of  Bear River,  (the "Switzerland" of Nova Scotia).  At  15,  he joined the  RCAF Reserve,  at 16,  he joined the 
Canadian Army Reserve,  West Nova Scotia Regiment.  At 17, he graduated from Digby Regional High School 
and joined the Royal Canadian Air Force to became an Electronics Technician.  At 25, he spent a year on the 
DEW line on Baffin Island working for Federal Electric Corporation of Paramus, New Jersey as a Radician.
At 26, he joined the  Canadian Coast Guard and was assigned to the heavy Icebreaker,  CCGS Labrador, as 
Telecom Officer.  At  41,  he was  Telecom Logistics Officer at  CGHQ in Ottawa.  At  46,  he was the  Chief  of 
Electronic Inspection for Aerospace, Marine and Electronic Systems of the Department of Supply and Services  
in Ottawa.  At 55, he retired from the Canadian Public Service, to a farm in Lanark County in Eastern Ontario,  
where he presently raises Highland Cattle, Pigeons and Siberian Huskies. Hal was the founding President of the 
Moncton  Area  Aquarium  Society,  also  the  Executive  Director of  the  Moncton  Fish  and  Game  Protective 
Association  Junior  Branch in  New  Brunswick,  and  was  a  Charter  Member of  The  Shubenacadie  Lakes 
Conservation Association of Nova Scotia.
Hal is an Internationally recognized author and researcher. He has written and published four books, including 
one about Wolves, Coyotes and their Hybrids, two histories of the Picts of Albann and Ulidia, and one about the  
adventures of a MacGregor threesome vacationing in Costa Rica.  He is a Director of the Lanark Landowners 
Association and of the Ontario Landowners Association. He recently toured leading Libraries and Universities 
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GROWING UP AS A PICT

Picts were an agricultural-based rural  society,  much like the Celts of  Europe.  They believed that 
nature flowed about them constantly. As the Iron Age dawned in north Britain, not much changed for  
the younger set.  New and better Iron tools and equipment were introduced, making life easier. Trees 
could be cut down easier, and rectangular lumber made building houses easy.  Their parents spoke a 
new modern language, with more words at the market, but at home, everyone still  spoke the old 
words. Gone were the stone, clay and bronze tools and containers.  Horses began wearing iron cleats 
with iron nails to protect their hoofs. Women had iron pots to cook with and iron eating utensils. Iron 
fishhooks were introduced that increased the yield, and the men now used iron shields, helmets and 
swords that were stronger and sharper than those used before.

In  Albann,  boys  freely  roamed  the  woods  and  creeks,  looking  for  the  best  fishing  pools,  and 
becoming familiar with the land and forests that were their  home. I  can understand that lifestyle 
because it  was mine in rural  Nova Scotia in 
the  1940s  and 50s,  where the  "woods"  was 
our  backyard.  As  young  Pict  boys  explored 
their  local  streams,  so  did  I.  As  young Pict 
boys grew to know the nooks and crannies of 
their land,  so did I.  Their quality of life was 
far healthier than that of city children in far off 
Europe.  Crime  and  drugs  were  unfamiliar. 
Neighbourhood  dogs  roamed  the  woods 
unreported. Doors were left unlocked, nothing 
was hidden away, and there was no need of a 
police presence. Similar to my own childhood, 
there was no family auto, no TV, no tobacco, 
and no alcohol.

Oxen  were  familiar  sights  in  our  village 
streets as they were in ancient Albann. Boys 
and girls  did  their  own things,  and couples 
married  before  having  children.  Our 
community spirit was strong.  With canoeing, 
hunting,  fishing  and  other  outdoors  sports 
being most popular, our boys grew up tough, and knowledgeable about nature, and they developed 
an intense appreciation for all animals, both wild and domesticated.

When Pict boys became adults, they were valuable to their community as a source of knowledge and 
expertise of their locale. They knew where the red cattle and deer had their young, where the eagles 
nested, where the wolves denned, the sources of their streams, and where the trout and salmon 
spawned.  They considered they were a part of the land, and were at one with nature.  I was told at an 
early  age  to  refer  to  many people  in  the  village  as  "aunt"  or  "uncle".  It  was later  in  life  that  I 
discovered they were no relation to me whatsoever.  However, that was a part of the charm of living in 
a close-knit  community.   Everybody knew everyone else's business,  strangers were a rarity,  and 
youngsters did not  get romantically involved until  the boys were twenty one, and the girls were 
eighteen.  In both ancient Albann and 20thcentury Nova Scotia, teams of oxen were a common sight. 
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CHRONICLES OF THE PICTS TIMELINE
BC

8,000 – 5,000 A warming climate entices the first Homo-sapiens to Northern Britain.
4000 Northern islanders begin to harvest Walrus tusks and skins, and become seafarers
3000 Megalithic structures are built by wealthy northern island Orcadian culture 
2700 Germanic “Beaker “ people bring Bronze age to British Isles
2500 Orcadians harvest Walrus in the Bird Islands (Faroes) and Tulli (Iceland)
2000 Orcadians reach Hudson Bay in search of Walrus and overwinter on shores of Ungava Bay 

1500 - 1200 Migrant Indo-European equestrian tribes enter Europe from western Asia
800 - 700 Q-Celtic speaking Hallstatt tribesmen enter Albion bringing iron age to British Isles

750 Albann Dal-n'Araidhe tribesmen invade northern Hibernia with Iron weapons
710 Sobhraice, High king of the Ulladd, was killed in a popular uprising in Ulster
500 Mini-Ice age drives Norse south
500 Picts build 40' Brochs as lookouts & refuges, on their northern coasts & islands.
400 P-Celtic speaking La-Tene Belgae (Firbolg) tribesmen invade Pretania and Hibernia
330 Greek explorer, Pytheas,  sails to Orkney and on to Tulli (Iceland) escorted by Orcadians
250 Firbolg Celts occupy most of the southern lowlands of Albion and Hibernia
150 Celtic advance is halted along the Solway/Tyne, leaving a free Albann north of that line 
140 Picts begin to reconquer their lost southern territory of Northumbria to the Humber River

55 - 54 Julius Caesar raids Britain twice in pursuit of fresh water pearls for his mistress
AD
43 Claudian invasion of Britain begins with 25,000 Legionnaires and Auxiliaries
74 Agricola first encounters Caledonians north of the Humber River
75 Galanann was appointed as Battle Commander to fight Roman invaders
79 Agricola attacks north into Albann with 30,000 troops and two naval squadrons
80 Pict and Ulladd leaders agree to co-operate to drive the Romans out of the British Isles
81 Northern Irish use secret Ogham military code to pass information and confound Romans
84 Battle of Mons Gramineus, where Tacitus claimed a rout of the Picts (no other witnesses)
84 Most of Agricola's troops retreated south after the battle, leaving the 20th Legion in place

84-85 The 20th Legion over-wintered among the hostile Boresti, and retreated the next Spring
106 The unlucky 9th Hispana Legion was annihilated by Picts using guerrilla tactics 
122 Romans began building a defensive wall across the Tyne/Solway isthmus (Hadrian's Wall)
142 Romans begin building a 2nd defensive wall across the Firth/Clyde isthmus (Antonine Wall)
162 Romans abandoned the Antonine Wall, after realizing it was ineffective 
208 Romans rebuilt the Antonine Wall in 208 but withdrew two years later.
210 Romans began paying Picts a yearly tribute not to attack Hadrian's Wall

210 - 410 Irish High kings send soldiers into Albann to assist in raids into occupied Pretania.
366 - 379 Irish Ard Righ, Criffan the Great, carried out several raids into western occupied Britain.

400 O'Niall led a large scale sea raid into western Britain, and was driven off by Stilicho.
405 O'Niall led a large land raid into northern Britain from Albann, and was assassinated.
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398 - 413 Tallorhh the Great, led several raids into Britain, beheading Romanized Brithonic leaders
410 Due to great influxes of Germanic tribes on the eastern frontier, Rome abandons Britain
414 Drust strikes into Britain and burns Londinium, leaving it a smoking ruin
428 Vortigern brought in three shiploads of German pirates to help push back the Picts
430 Hengist declares Northumbria his sword room and settles down to stay
450 Atilla the Hun, sweeps through western Europe, causing panic-stricken Germans to flee
450 Jutes, Angles and Saxons grabbed anything that floated and sailed to Britain and safety
450 First mention of the Brythonic Kingdom of Ail Cluath (Strathclyde).
484 Sub king of Dal Riata expelled some ruffians to the wilderness of Argyll in western Albann 
486 “Scotti” settlers of New Dalriada begin stealing land from Pict neighbours
500 A legend of King Arthur arose around the Brythonic struggle against the Angles and Saxons
500 Albann sided with the Angles of Northumbria against the greater threat, Strathclyde
550 Southern Britain was divided into two halves, Britons to the west and Germans to the east.
557 Brud Mauur, High King of Albann, absorbed the Orkneys into Albann proper
559 Brud defeated & killed Gabhran, king of Dalriada and appointed a puppet sub-king, Aedan
560 Brud invaded Ulster, killed the rival of Gabhran, and made Dal Riata a colony of Albann 
561 Aedan married one of Brud's daughters to cement his relationship to Brud
563 Colum Cille (Columba)arrived at Iona, to where he had been expelled by the Irish Ard Righ. 
565 Columba arrived at Brud's palace, and they became fast friends
565 Brud promised safe passage for Columba's missionaries to the Orkneys and Shetlands
565 Columba persuaded Brud to allow Dalriada to exist, although as an Albann province
565 Brud incorporated Dalriada into Albann proper as a province
578 Brud arranged for Aedan to attack the Maetae pirates, and destroy their power base
580 Brud arranged for Aedan to attack the Orkney pirates to bring them back under control
582 Brud gave Aedan permission to chase the Ulidians out of the Isle of Man
583 Aedan repaid Brud by defeating a Saxon raid on Manaan in Stirlingshire
584 Brud Mauur died, and was succeeded by Galanann VI, a son of King Dfynwal of Strathclyde

585 An overconfident Aedan restarted the old Scotti trick of stealing land from Pict neighbours
598 Aethelfrid of Northumbria defeated the Strathclyde army and cut off their southern reaches
603 Aethelfrid of Northumbria defeated Aedan of Dalriada at Catraeth, and killed him
642 Owain, king of Strathclyde, defeated and killed Domnall Brecc of Dalriada
654 Tallorhh V defeated and killed Dalriadan sub-king, Dunchad mac Conaig, at Strath Ethairt
655 Albann falls under Northumbrian control

672 The leaders of Albann defied the Northumbrians by electing Brud, son of Beli as High King
682 Brud Beli destroyed the Orcadian fleet and reabsorbed the Orkneys & Shetlands into Albann
683 Brud Beli destroyed the Dalriadan fortress of Dunnadd, and reabsorbed Dalriada into Albann
685 Brud Beli destroyed a Northumbrian army at Nehhtansmere and killed Ecgberht, their king.
706 Papal envoy Boniface convinced Nehhtonn III to abide with the Roman church in all things
707 Nehhtonn III, eldest son of Princess Der Llei, declared himself Defender of the Faith.

707 - 732 Nehhtonn built 1,000 stone churches and severed ties with the Columban church
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724 Nehhtonn III abdicated in the face of a mass uprising, and entered a monastery
724 Drust, Nehhtonn's brother,  replaced him, and he dissolved Nehhtonn's religious decrees.
725 Nehhtonn III's supporters imprisoned Drust's son.
725 Drust imprisoned Nehhtonn
726 Another brother of Nehhtonn, Alpin, replaced Drust
728 Drust tried to regain the throne but Onnus defeated & killed him at Druin Derg Blathug

728 - 729 Civil war broke out, four battles were fought. Onnus was victorious in all of them
729 Onnus invited Nehhtonn III to return as High King, and he died peaceably in 732
732 Onnus was elected High King and Defender of the Faith.  Nehhtonn's laws were here to stay
732 Onnus caught and drowned the Scottish sub-king of Atholl
736 Onnus stormed the Scottish citadel of Dunnadd and occupied the city.
736 Onnus followed the Dalriadic king to Ulster, where he defeated Dalriadic forces in Ulidia
736 Onnus appointed the Prince Regent, Eogan II, as vassal king of Dalriada and Antrim.
738 Onnus I changed his mind, deposed Eogan, and annexed Dalriada & Antrim to Albann
741 Onnus I quelled another uprising in Dalriada, killing sub-king Indrechtach

750 - 756 Onnus I joined forces with Northumbria to wage war with Strathclyde
752 War against Strathclyde went badly for the Picts, & encouraged another Dalriadic rebellion  
752 Onnus I killed his two enemies in Ulidia but lost his son, Brud
756 Onnus I beat the Northumbrians in open battle but was defeated, while attacking Dumbarton
761 Onnus I died in 761 but due to his prestige, the dynasty he created ruled Albann until 839
790 Kast defeated & killed Conall, and placed his son Donnell, upon the throne of Dalriada
820 Onnus II defeated a larger Saxon army at Athelstaneford, and proclaimed the Saltire cross of 

Saint Andrew as the national symbol of Albann, in thanks for the miracle
822 Norse and Danish pirates intensively raided the coasts of Britain and Ireland, killed Onnus II
837 Upon the death of Onnus II, Alpin MacHugh declared himself high king of Albann
837 While Drust was gathering his forces, Alpin led a sneak attack on Easter Sunday, a holy day 
837 Uuen, son of Onnus II, defeated Alpin & publicly beheaded him as a traitor in the Pict fashion
839 Uuen & Eoganan, sub king of Dalriada, were both killed in battle against a major Viking force 
839 Uuradd II was murdered in 842
842 Brud VI was also murdered
848 Drust X was killed fighting the Vikings.
848 High King Cinnidd I (¾ Pict), a younger son of Alpin MacHugh + Drusticc, a sister of Drust IX

848 - 858 During his reign, Albann lost the Hebridies, Caithness, Sutherland and most of Dalriada
855 Cinnidd moved the remains of Saint Columba to the church in Dunkeld for safekeeping
858 Cinnidd died fighting Ethelwulf, king of the Saxons, who also died in that battle
862 Donnell, brother of Cinnidd, extended Brehan Law into Pict areas, died of natural causes
878 Cystennin I, killed with most of his Dalriadic army, fighting the Danes at Inverdovet
878 Aedh, slain at Glenartney by Grig MacDungal of Fortriu. His sons fled to Safety in Ulster

878 - 889 Grig MacDungal gave equality of status to the Columban church throughout Albann
889 Grig was forced out of office by a Pict religious elite-led coup
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889 Donnell and Cystennin were brought back from Ulster.  Donnell was elected High king.
889 - 900 Donnell II brought Strathclyde into Albann.  He was killed by men of Moray at Dunnottar
900 - 943 Kast II (Cystennin) succeeded his brother.  He made Gaelic supreme in Albann 

904 Cystennin II caught up with Ivar, the Viking at Strathcarron, & slaughtered him and his army
918 Cystennin II forced Viking king Ragnall, to cede East Lothian including Edinburgh to Albann
937 Cystennin II led a contingent of kings in an invasion of England, which weakened both sides
937 Neither side was strong enough to win a complete victory, although the English claimed it
937 If the battle had gone the other way, Albann would have extended to the Humber River again
943 Cystennin II retires as a Monk at St. Andrews in Moray
961 Ildub, son of Cystennin II, defeated King Eric of Denmark at Findochty, now Banffshire.

1033 Onnus Mac Lulaich Ri Moreb, invades Albann, and is killed at Stracathro.
1057 MacBethad, King of Fortriu and High King of Albann is killed at the battle of Lumphanan.
1057 Lulaich, stepson of MacBethd, assumes the throne and proclaims the Empire of Scotland
1058 Malcom Canmore, brings English troops into Scotland, delivering Scotland to England
1093 Donald Bane, son of Malcom, broke off relations with England.
1094 English king William II invades Scotland and drives Donald into exile.
1094 Scotland becomes an English province.
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In The Beginning
The rise of mankind was most affected by the connection of North & South America about 2 million 
years ago. This event closed the warm water flow from the Pacific Ocean, and caused the present ice 
ages; when the northern half of the earth became periodically submerged in up to a mile of solid 
glacial ice circumventing the North Polar Region from the North Pole as far south mid Europe.

As ocean levels dropped, and most of the fresh water on the planet became trapped in glaciers, much 
of the earth became arid. Heavy vegetation in Africa gave way to dry savannas and isolated patches 
of trees. Homo sapiens adjusted by becoming scavengers and hunters, cooperating with their own 
kind to survive. As food became scarce, they migrated out of Africa to find their place in other areas. 

About 10,000 years ago, the last worldwide glacier rapidly began to melt, bringing a wet temperate 
climate to northern Asia & Europe. The first area on the planet to recover was central Asia where its 
great rivers sprang from the glacial highlands, and gave new life to vast regions. The prior antiquity 
of the Scythians over the Egyptians proves this.  It was the move into more seasonal environments in 
the temperate-cold regions of Eurasia that forced mankind into a greater reliance on meat, especially 
through the winter months when plant resources would have been scarce to non-existent.

Others entered Europe, making their home in the Iberian Peninsula, which offered a partial isolation 
by the Pyrenies mountains. These people developed into the Basques of Spain and France, and some 
of those ventured north into a peninsula that is now the British Isles. Their descendants would merge 
with the early Scandinavians and the "Beaker" people (who brought Copper & Bronze tools) and the 
Celts (who brought Iron making technology)  to become the  Picts of  Albann,  and the  Cruithni of 
Hibernia.  It was an age of discovery, expansion and mass extinctions, as Homo sapiens hunted 
giant mammals in strange lands, where they had no fear of him.                                                     Page 6



What kind of people were they, these tribesmen of the northwest?  To answer that question, one must 
understand the geography and climate of the last glacial age and its effect upon Europe.  While most 
of the earth's fresh water became locked in huge glaciers over a mile thick, the area now known as 
the North Sea became a rich seasonal grassland that attracted huge herds of migrant herbivores 
from Europe.  At the height of the last ice age, these herbivores consisted of Whooly Mammoths, 
Mastodons, Whooly Rhinoceros, Antelope, Elk & Deer (from Africa) and Bisons, Horses & Camels 
(from North America).  Their  predators were huge Lions (from African stock) and Steppe Wolves, 
Wolverines  & Bears  (from North  America).   The  modern  canine  family  (i.e.  dogs,  wolves,  foxes, 
coyotes, and jackals) are thought to be directly descended from Tomarctus. 
The family Ursus (bear) is descended from Tomarctus, also 
the  ancestor  of  all  Canids,  having  originated  in  North 
America.   It  experienced a  dramatic  proliferation 5.3  –  4.5 
Million  years  ago.  By  3  -  4  Ma  ago,  the  species  Ursus 
minimus appears in the fossil record of Europe, which apart 
from size is  nearly identical  to  today's  Asiatic  black  bear. 
Visitants  from  the  south  assimilated  with  those  from 
Scandinavia to produce a taller,  fairer  stock of  men,  more 
suited to the sub-Arctic environment. To take advantage of 
the rich seasonal proliferation of herbivores, tribesmen of the 
northwest became seasonal migrants also.  Small groups of 
hunters would venture out onto the verdant plains with their 
dogs to  obtain meat  for  their  families.   During their  short 
summer, life was easy but during the long sub-Arctic winter, 
a  bone-chilling  desolation  set  in.   During  the  long  Arctic 
winters, they retreated to their small villages in the hills of 
northern  Albann,  where they built  huts,  part  underground, 
bringing in their dogs and shaggy house cows for warmth. 
The first  dogs that  were domesticated by these tribesmen 
were from wolf stock which, were captured while pups.  Over thousands of years, they lost their long 
legs,  biting power and their  fear  of  humans.   They were used as sled dogs,  trackers,  sentinels, 
herders,  hunters,  guardians,  and defenders.  They resembled modern Norwegian Elk-hounds and 
Greenland Sled dogs, which are ancient breeds, having been developed over 6,000 years ago to help 
early Northmen hunt big game such as moose and bear.  Recent archaeological excavations suggest 
this breed existed and was domesticated in the Stone age.  
About 8,000 years ago, glacial ice began to rapidly melt, rivers formed that took water back to the 
sea.  The world's oceans rose by about 80 meters, isolating the British Isles and their western & 
northern mountain chains.  Walrus, seals and shore birds moved southward, bringing wealth and 

power  to  a  new  civilization,  known as  the 
Orcadians.  Phoenicians,  Greeks,  Celts  and 
Romans competed for their favours.

This  Walrus-tusk  based  culture  dominated 
northern  Britain  until  the  6th century  AD, 
when Brud Mauur conquered the Orcadians 
in 550 AD, and created the  Albann Empire.  
In  those  glory  years  of  Albann  power,  it 
became a sea-faring trading empire from the 
Isle  of  Mann  to  Uuross  (Faeroes),  Tulli 
(Iceland), Cronx (Greenland) and the Eastern 
Arctic of North America. The establishment 
of  this  “Empire”  is  verified  by  historical 
records.  In  1057AD,  it  was  renamed  the 

“Scottish Empire”, and in 1603, it amalgamated with England to become the British Empire.
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Prehistoric MAMMALS OF ALBANN

When the last Ice Age began to end in 10,000BC, glaciers over 2 km thick began to melt and retreat  
northwards.  As ice gave way to grasslands, then forests, giant mammals and their predators moved 
northwards to take advantage of  the new feeding grounds.   First  came the herbivores,  then the 
carnivores.  These are some of those mammals, who colonized prehistoric Albann.

Megaloceros gigantera - Giant Deer
This was the largest deer that ever lived. They developed from an earlier deer of North Africa.  They 
stood about six feet nine inches high at the shoulders, and the male's magnificent antlers spread ten 
feet across.  They roamed across Eurasia until about 5,000BC, where the last of their species existed 
in Ireland and the Isle of Mann. Recent testing has proven their massive antlers were not the reason 
for their extinction. It was probably due to over-hunting by man.

 

The Aurochs of Albann, gradually evolved into 
the Aberdeen Angus, which comes in black or 
red.
Some  of  their  kind  went  into  mountainous 
regions and took on a red colouration to match 
the rock background.
They  became  primarily  browsers,  and 
developed long shaggy hair and a smaller size. 
These evolved into the tough,  highly efficient 
Scottish Highland cattle.
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The Wisent is the European Bison.  They 
once  roamed  from  Albann  to  eastern 
Siberia.   By 1900, they were restricted to 
eastern Europe and almost disappeared.

Afterwards, they were carefully bred back 
into a healthy population.   They are now 
being  reintroduced  to  several  areas  of 
Europe.

 The Red Deer (Cervus elaphus) is one of the 
largest deer species.  The Red Deer inhabits 
most  of  Europe,  the  Caucasus  Mountains 
region, Asia Minor and parts of western and 
central Asia.
It  also  inhabits  the  Atlas  Mountain  region 
between  Morocco  and  Tunisia  in 
northwestern Africa, being the only species of 
deer  to  inhabit  Africa.  Red  Deer  have  been 
introduced to other areas including Australia, 
New Zealand and Argentina.
It is related to the Wapiti of North America.
 

Large  deer  Alces  alces,  inhabiting  northern 
Europe  and  Asia,  Scandinavia  and  North 
America,  where  it  is  known  as  the  Moose.  Its 
long legs enable it to move through snow up to 
90 cm deep.

It is brown or black in colour, stands about 6 feet 
at the shoulders, and has a massive antler rack, 
a  fleshy  muzzle,  short  neck  and  long  legs.  It 
often submerges in water to eat aquatic plants.

In the winter it feeds upon the shoots and bark of 
willows,  aspens,  mountain  ashes,  pines,  and 
other  trees.  In  the  summer  it  also  feeds upon 
grassy  plants,  such  as  willow  herbs,  cotton 
grasses, and water lilies.
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Wooly mammoths originated in 
Africa,  then moved north into 
Europe and Asia.  The Steppe 
mammoth  evolved  into  the 
Wooly  mammoth.  They 
traveled into North America via 
the Beringia land bridge about 
1.8 mya.  They were 9 feet tall 
and  had  long  shaggy  hair  in 
two  layers,  similar  to  that  of 
the  Muskox.  They  are  related 
closest to the Indian Elephant. 
Their last confirmed existence 
was  on  Wrangel  Island  off 
Eastern Siberia as late as 1500 
BC. 

The  Wooly  rhinoceros  developed  from  the 
African rhinoceros.

In the frozen  northern tundra, it developed a 
thick coat of fur. It had no natural predators. 
Its  closest  living  relative  is  the  two-horned 
African White rhinoceros.

        
                                   

 

The  Chamois  (Rupicapra  rupicapra),  is  a  goat-
antelope species native to mountains in Europe. It 
is now restricted to the Carpathian Mountains of 
Romania, the European Alps, the Tatra Mountains, 
the Balkans, parts of Turkey, and the Caucasus. It 
was also introduced to New Zealand.

The word Chamois comes from the Gaulish word 
“Camox”.
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Pyrenean  Ibex.   Once  common  throughout 
Europe,  the  last  one  died  in  the  Pyrenees 
mountains of Spain in 200AD.  In spite of EU 
warnings, the Spanish Government acted too 
late to save it.

The reason for their  extinction is not known. 
Some  hypotheses  include  the  inability  to 
compete  with  other  species  for  food, 
infections and diseases, and poaching.

The Pyrenean Ibex became the first taxon ever 
to become "un-extinct" when, for a period of 
seven  minutes  in  January  2009,  a  cloned 
female Ibex was born alive before dying from 
breathing difficulties

Mastodons  first  appeared  almost  40 
million  years  ago;  the  oldest  fossil 
(Mastodon  sp.)  was  unearthed  in  the 
Congo.  Fossils  have also been found in 
England, Germany, the Netherlands, North 
America, Romania and northern Greece.  
Mastodons resembled a woolly mammoth 
in appearance, with a thick coat of shaggy 
hair.   It  had  tusks  that  sometimes 
exceeded  five  meters  in  length;  they 
curved  upwards,  but  less  dramatically 
than  those  of  the  woolly  mammoth.  Its 
main habitat was cold spruce woodlands, 
and it is believed to have browsed in herds.

Homotherium is an extinct genus 
of  sabre-toothed  cats,  often 
termed  “Scimitar”  cats,  endemic 
to  North  America,  Europe,  Asia, 
and  Africa  during  the  Pliocene 
and Pleistocene epochs, existing 
from 5 mya to 8,000 BC. This was 
about  the  time  humans  spread 
westward  into  Europe  and  the 
British  Isles.   Homotherium had 
relatively short upper canines, but 
they were flat, serrated and longer 
than  those  of  any  living  cat. 
Incisors & lower canines formed a 
powerful  puncturing  &  gripping 
device.  Among  living  cats,  only 
the  tiger  (Panthera  tigris)  has 
such large incisors, 
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Ponies and Horses
The  genus  Equus evolved  from  a  Dinohippus-like 
ancestor 4-7 million years ago upon the plains of North 
America. It rapidly spread into the Old World, and there 
diversified into the various species of horses, asses and 
zebras.
Shetland ponies are descended from Fjord ponies, that 
walked across the Ice Age land bridge from Norway to 
the  Shetland  archipelago.   After  Shetland  became 
isolated,  they  grew  smaller  in  size  to  conform to  the 
limited food supply.  
The Shetland resembles a miniature draft horse and has 
long been used for working purposes. The most popular 
of the ponies, it has a gentle disposition and is therefore 
a  favourite  mount  for  children.  Its  proper  size  is  less 
than 46 in. (117 cm) high. The coat is characteristically 
long and shaggy and may be any colour, although many 
Shetlands have irregular dark and white patches. 

Welsh ponies are the descendents of wild ponies, 
and are native to the British Isles.  Native ponies 
existed in Wales prior to 1600BC. That is 800 years 
before  the  Celts  arrived.   Horse  breeding  was 
popular  among  all  the  Pre-Celtic  people  of  the 
British Isles.

In a period when the average height of adults was 
less than five feet,  these ponies were well  suited 
for riding and harnessing.  They developed into a 
tough breed due to the harsh climate, rough terrain 
and limited food supply available. Bands of ponies 
roamed in a semi-feral  state climbing mountains, 
leaping ravines and running over rough moorland 
terrain.

Fjord  ponies  are  the  descendents  of 
wild  ponies  that  came  from  Central 
Asia.

Ponies  are  horses  that  measure  less 
than 58 inches at the shoulder.

The  Mongols  rode  Steppe  ponies,  as 
they are naturally tougher than horses.
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The Omnivores

The  Eurasian  wild  boar,  Sus  Scrofa,  has 
the largest range of any wild ungulate, and 
has  about  25  subspecies.   For  instance 
there  are  an  estimated  2  to  4  million  in 
Florida alone.

Some animals have been measured at over 
1,000  pounds.  They are  omnivorous,  and 
will eat just about any thing with nutrition 
in it.

Man  domesticated  pigs  from  wild  pigs 
about 10,000 years ago, in the Middle East 
and China.

The Cave Bear (Ursus spelaeus) was a species of bear that lived in Europe during the Pleistocene 
and became extinct at the beginning of the Last Glacial Maximum about 27,500 years ago. Both the 
name  Cave Bear and the scientific name  spelaeus derive from the fact that fossils of this species 
were mostly found in caves, indicating that this species spent more time in caves than the Brown 
Bear, which only uses caves for hibernation. Consequently, in the course of time, whole layers of 
bones, almost entirely those of cave bears, were found in many caves.  An international team of 
scientists has analyzed mite-chondrial DNA sequences from 17 fossil samples, and compared these 
with the modern brown bear.  The results indicate the decline of the cave bear began 50,000 years 
ago, and was caused more by human expansion than by climate change.                                          
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Mountain Cattle

The Highland cow descended from wild cattle, who preferred the mountains and the cold to warm valleys,  
and the dangers inherent in those lower elevations.  This hardy breed developed long shaggy hair, small  
bodies, and a smaller head to increase birthing survival rates.  They also preferred browsing to grazing. 
They developed an instinct to attack threatening carnivores, from wolves to big cats.  Their small hoofs 
and light weight enable them to manoeuvre about cliffs and crags untouched by other cattle. All  they 
desire is to be left to their own devices, where they will do just fine.  This cow once tossed the author four 
feet in the air.                                                                                                                                                   Page 14



The Eurasian lynx is a solitary cat that haunts the remote northern forests of Europe, and Asia. These stealthy 
cats avoid humans and hunt at night, so they are rarely seen. There are several species of lynx. Few survive in 
Europe but those that do, like their Asian relatives, are typically larger than their North American counterpart, 
the Canada lynx. The larger Eurasian lynx hunt deer and other larger prey in addition to small animals.

Highland Tiger
This feline, is a surviving native of Scotland, and came across the land bridge from Europe before 
9,000 BC. During their eleven millenia of isolation, these cats have evolved to become what many 
consider  to  be  a  separate  species,  Felis  sylvestris  grampia.   As  a  subspecies  of  the  European 
wildcat, this is the largest and most powerful of all wildcats, a trait not lost on several Highland clans, 
who adopted it as a symbol of ferocity and independence. Apart from the differences in genetics and 
temperament from house-cats, they are believed to be untameable.  

The Highland Tiger     

 A taxidermy display at Drovers Inn at the head of Loch Lomond.
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Eurasian Steppe wolf, uniquely capable of running down their prey

The wolverine,  Gulo gulo, is the largest land dwelling species of the family Mustelidae (weasels). It is a stocky 
and muscular  carnivore,  more closely resembling a small  bear than other mustelids.  The wolverine has a 
reputation for ferocity and strength beyond its size, with the documented ability to kill prey many times its size.
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CAITHNESS, Land Of The Cat
Twelve thousand years ago, planet Earth suddenly became warmer.  As ocean levels rose, several 
islands emerged isolated from the rest of Europe into what we now know as the British Isles.  In the  
north of Albann,  giant Lions held sway for another 10,000 years.  During daylight, man, with his 
primitive stone weapons emerged to hunt for sustenance.  By night, packs of giant cats ruled the 
forests, and men built Crannoggs, (fortified hamlets) to keep them out.  Their prey consisted of Red 
deer, Caribou, wild cattle, boar, wooly mammoth, bison, wooly rhinoceros and the giant deer.  Recent 
discoveries have concluded these cats survived until 0AD. Out of respect for these great cats, the 
name “Caithness” (Land of the Cat in old Norse) has survived in far northern Britain through 10,000 
years of language changes, wars and invasions.

EUROPEAN LION  (Cave Lion)
The European lion (Panthera leo spelaea) was probably the biggest lion that ever lived. It was 25 
percent  larger than lions today and was up to about 
11.5  ft  (3.5  m)  long.  This  subspecies  of  lion  lived  in 
Europe  until  historical  times;  the  last  of  these  huge 
mammals  were  recorded  in  the  Balkans.  There  are 
many cave drawings of this huge feline.  None of those 
drawings show the typical  large mane of  the African 
male  lion  but  Pict  carvings  do.   Complete  adult  lion 
skeletons, found deep in cave bear dens, indicate that 
lions  may  have  occasionally  preyed  on  hibernating 
cave  bears,  with  some  dying  in  the  attempt.  These 
carnivores would have preyed upon large herbivores, 
including horses,  deer  and bison.  Some paintings  of 
them in  caves  show  several  hunting  together,  which 
suggests the hunting strategy of  contemporary lionesses.  Fossil  footprints  of  lions,  which were 
found together with those of  reindeer,  demonstrate these lions once occurred even in sub-polar 
climates.  Cave lions were widespread in Europe and Asia, all the way to the Bering Strait and from 
Siberia to Turkestan.  It is reasonable to assume that Caithness was one of the last redoubts of this  
magnificent beast, why else would the ancients call this place “land of the cat?”                       Page 17



Proof That Lions Roamed Northern Britain
A stone carving definitely made 
by  Picts  probably  in  the  sixth 
century  illustrates  two  male 
lions posturing  over a deer kill, 
with  a  bear  prowling  in  the 
background  waiting  for  his 
chance at  the  kill.   These  two 
figures  are  startling  in  their 
stark  realism  to  African  male 
lions,  which  the  Picts  could 
only have encountered in their 
own  country.   These  are  not 
images that a carver could draw 
from  story  tales  of  ancient 
animals.   These  are  precise 
likenesses that reflect a known 
animal  from  recent  memory, 
perhaps  even  a  carcass.   The 
bear  in  the  background  is 
another example of realism. 

It is obvious the Picts knew that the lion had primacy, and the bear kept his distance, even though he 
was larger, and probably famished. With such fearsome cats in the neighbourhood, is it any wonder 
that northern Albann was given the name “Caithness” or Land of the Cat in old Norse, which was one 
of the ingredients of Pictic?  There is nothing fanciful about this carving.  The accurate proportion of 
the  limbs,  tail  and  body  is  astounding.   The  Cave  lion  went  extinct  about  10,000  B.C.  But  the 
European Lion lived on until predation by mankind caused its extinction about 0AD.
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The Cradle of Eurasian Peoples

Extensive DNA testing has recently verified the connections of Scandinavians, Germans, Italians and 
Celts to the Altai people of Central Asia. “The cradle of Eurasian peoples,” Altai served as a dynamic 
crossroads of ancient  migration routes.  Altai  is the original  homeland of more than thirty Turkic 
peoples who emigrated throughout Asia as along the branches of a huge tree.

Altai is also the location where the 'Denisovan' cave has uncovered proof that three ancient Homo 
species coexisted, indicating that interbreeding of early mankind did occur in some areas. 

As the glacial ice retreated northwards, the adventurous followed it, discovering new lands where 
recovering flora and fauna offered hope of a better life. Ocean levels rose 150 metres as much of the 
world's fresh water melted, leaving the features of the earth much as they are today.

About 1500 BC, one equestrian group of hunter/gatherers went west, and split into two sub-groups 
after entering Europe.  One going into the central European forests, the other going south into the 
Italian and Greek peninsulas, where the climate was warmer.

The most northern group became the whitest skinned people on earth, the Germans, including the 
North  Germans (Scandinavians,  Picts,  Finns  and Russians);  the  central  group became the Celts 
(Ibero-Celts,  Gauls,  Firbolgs,  Trans-Alpine  Celts,  Brythonic  Celts  and  Galatian  Celts)  and  the 
southern  group  became  the  Etruscans  in  the  west  and  the  Greeks  in  the  east.  The  Proto 
IndoEuropean language (PIE), they spoke eventually diversified into many others; including Celtic, 
German, Scandinavian, Greek, Latin and all the later Romance and Slavic languages.

Page 19



OUT OF ASIAOUT OF ASIA  

In the depiction above of marauding Scythian night-riders; the one on the right is obviously 
female.  This may be an important link between them and the Picts.  Both societies included 
female soldiers as no others did.  Picts had a tradition that their ancestors were from Scythia. 
There are several confirming clues as to this claim: 

 Reliefs of Pict warriors on Orkney gravestones have a decidedly Assyrian' appearance. 

 Pict art drew its inspiration from Scythia, especially  animal representation; i.e. stylized  
beasts and abstract geometric decorations.

 Pict wooden burial chambers under a barrow were similar to those of the Scythians. 

 After the Scythians were overwhelmed by the nomadic Sarmatians, many migrated into 
Hallstatt (early Celtic) territory in Styria, in present day Austria. 

 Both Scythians and Picts had an extreme equestrian culture.

 Who were these early Hallstatt Iron Age Chieftains? “Their horse-gear is an elaboration of 
their predecessors from the east”.  (quote from 'The Celts’ by T.G.E. Powell).

      

Did the Picts have riding ponies before the Celts arrived?  Shetland ponies were endemic to the 
Shetlands, and they were part of the Albann Empire.  Shetland ponies were quite capable of 
being trained to pull lightweight war chariots, and most of the depictions of Pict chariots show 
Shetland colouration in the ponies used. There was an ancient thriving trade between Britain 
and Europe, where larger ponies were abundant.  I think the answer is obvious.
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ALBANN And Its Neighbours 
The Pict name of their country was “Albann”, while the early Gaelic translation was “Albyn” the later Gaelic 
name was, and remains today - Alba. (Welsh is Alban).  This chronicle about Pict Kings, their culture, their 
successes,  their  failures  and  their  unique  succession  system contains  many surprises,  new  facts  and 
thorough explanations that are the result of exhaustive research into every facet of  Pict and related Celtic 
societies in ancient northern Britain. Any serious questions and/or observations sent to me at  613 269-3532 or 
emailed  will be gratefully processed in a polite and objective fashion.  Email address: h.macgregor@xplornet.ca

The Pre-Christian symbol of the Picts was the Bull.  Pict Cattle are extinct but their closest 
relatives are Highland cattle.  The above photo is the author's bull, Newton.

Albann was an empire, which at one time, constituted all of northern Britain, including Ulster, and all 
the outer island chains. the Faeroes and Tulli (Iceland). Before the 8th century BC,  Iberian traders 
from Tartessos, located on the northern side at the strait of Gibraltar, referred to the British Isles as 
The “Tin Islands”.  Early Greek sea-faring merchants referred  to the natives as  Albiones (white-
skinned people).  They  visited the northern shores to trade with the Orcadians for walrus tusks, 
which were worth their weight in gold. Soon, mainland European artifacts reached Eastern Albann in 
large quantities from across the North Sea. In these two trading systems, southern Britain became 
primarily influenced by the Gauls, and northern Britain became primarily influenced by the Greeks 
and the West Norse (north Germans);  dividing north and south into two distinct cultural entities: 
Albion to the south, with a mild/wet climate, and Albann to the north, with a sub-Arctic climate, 
shunned by those unfamiliar with its secrets of survival.                                                             
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Pre-Historic Trading Routes 
Iron weapon types appeared throughout Britain, with clear parallels to those on the continent such 
as the Carp's tongue sword, complex examples of which are found throughout Atlantic Europe.  

Trading routes to the Pretannic  islands after  the walrus tusk trade declined.  Carthaginians of 
Tartessos tried to monopolize trade with the “tin Islands” by blockading the Straits of Gibraltar. 
Then, Greeks at Massilia ventured overland through southern Gaul, and enjoyed a profitable trade 
with the “Albiones”.  
Later, Gauls traded primarily with southern Pretania, and Norse traded primarily with northeastern 
Albann.  These contacts resulted in unique cultural influences in those two areas.  Celts swept into 
southern  Pretania  beginning  in  800BC,  overwhelming  the  pre-Celtic  culture,  with  southerners 
gradually  became  submerged  in  a  Celtic  racial  milieu,  with  red  hair  becoming  a  rarity  (ie 
Boudicca).
In the north, Norse settlers interbred with Albiones, creating a deeper north/south racial divide.  As 
Greek influences waned, northerners retained their blonde or red hair and taller stature, with many 
early Norse deities and words being adopted.                                                                                    
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La Tene Celts and Picts Enter Into a Symbiotic Relationship
Scattered  Pictish  settlements  discovered  early  in  their  history,  that  an  exclusive  society  soon 
becomes  enfeebled,  so  they  became  inclusive  by  actively  soliciting  outside  bloodlines.  They 
preferred physically-similar West Norse to the smaller/darker Iberians & Celts. An absolute gender 
equality enabled a tradition of upper-echelon Pict females to select the fathers of their children from 
the best available men they could find in Ireland & Britain. It  is highly doubtful that many of the 
resultant children ever met their fathers. Over a period of 800 years of Halstatt, then LaTene Celtic 
aggression, the Picts had been forced north of the Humber River.  Tacitus reported in his diary tht 
'Caledonian' mounted scouts were encountered first just north of the Humber River.
At the time of Julius Caesar's two brief "punitive" raids (which was a pretext for aggression) in 55 
and 54 BC, he reported the inhabitants decorated their bodies. Therefore, the Romans called them 
'Pictii'.   There was no significant examination of the inhabitants during those two excursions, as 
there was no intention to stay.  By 43AD, the intent was to stay.  Roman Emperor, Claudius, sent 
Narcissus, a freed slave, to northern Gaul to organize and command an invasion of Britain. Narcissus 
was successful in raising four legions of 20,000 men, and several auxiliaries in northern Gaul, for a 
total of about 50,000 soldiers. They found Belgae Celts (Firbolgs) dominating the southern half of 
Britain in several petty kingdoms that were in a constant state of warfare against each other, giving 
lip service to a High King, who had no real power. It was relatively easy for the astute Romans to 
make alliances to further their control of the entire southern half of Pretania.
However, in 'Albann' (northern Britain), there was never any record of the Romans succeeding in 
making  alliances  with  any  Pict  'Tribes'.   The  truth  of  the  matter  was  that  in  the  north,  a  very 
centralized power structure was in place as early as 100BC, when hundreds of colossal 'Brochs' were 
built within a period of 100 years to face a threat from ravaging West Norse.  Those Brochs were 
identical in structure throughout Albann. Before 78AD, the Pictish north was a complete mystery to 
the Romans.  At  first,  the  Romans considered there were only two tribes of  Picts,  the “Phocaii“ 
(Orcadians), a Scandinavian-related people in the far north, and the "Caledonii" (comprising the most 
powerful Pict Kingdom) in the south, who were equestrian scouts, first encountered near the north 
shore of the Humber River.  As Roman legions moved northwards, they pushed some fleeing Firbolgs 
before them, who settled in southern Albann in areas, which were renamed Alclyde, Galloway and 
Gododdin. Picts in those areas fled northwards to free Albann.
Gaelic Monk-authoured (and revised) 'Pictish Chronicles' listed seven Pict districts that are generally 
recognized to have been geographically factual.  Albann also included several client states. Before 
84AD, these areas consisted of  Irish, Brythonic,  and Orcadian enclaves in Ulster, southern Albann, 
Isle of Man, the Hebridies, the Orkney & Shetland island chains, the Faroes and Tulli (Iceland). Both 
Caesar  &  Strabo  described  classical  Celtic  societies  in  Gaul  in  detail.  They  agreed  upon  some 
important facets. There was a significant division between the educated & military classes versus the 
common people, who tilled the soil and provided food. This division was based upon the reality that 
the educated & warrior classes were the “real Celts”, and the food providers consisted of Pre-Celtic 
indigenous people.  However, in Albann the roles were reversed.
In Albann, a modified proto Germanic cultural system was in place, since Pict Royalty bore unique 
Pict names (i.e. Alpin, Bladd, Blann, Cinnidd, Drust, Galanann, Talladd, Tallorh, Urb and Uscombuts), 
or foreign names translated into Pict (i.e. Brud, Kast, Nehhtonn, Onnus, Taran, Uuen, Upidd, Uurad, 
Uurddoll  and Uurgus). Therefore,  Albann was apart  from classical  Celtic societies,  rendering it  a 
country with a unique north Germanic culture. This uniqueness was verified by Tacitus's description 
of the army of 'Calgacus' as being comprised of Caledonian cavalry and a subordinate Celtic infantry. 
The naming evidence itself is sufficient to vindicate the above statement, although most historians 
believe (wrongly) the Picts were a collection of Celtic tribes. The Romans finally woke up one day in 
279AD and realized these northern people were one, 'Picts', and terms such as 'Caledonian' were 
dropped forever. This unknown northern society remained stable until the latter ninth century, when 
highly organized Viking slave raiders began plundering the coasts throughout the British Isles. Also 
beset by encroaching Northumbrian Angles and Strathclyde Britons, the Picts became vulnerable.
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The Relationship between ALBANN and the ULLADD
This unique northern society was due to an overwhelming superiority in power on behalf of the Pre-
Celts (Picts),  coupled with a proud determination and ability to maintain their own culture.   This 
resulted in a compromise situation: a symbiotic relationship, where the culture and power structure 
remained Pre-Celtic, and the superior iron technology of the north Germans brought them into an 
early but advanced iron age.
The proof of this earlier grasp of iron technology and uniqueness was the ability of a Pict tribe, the 
'Dal n'Araid', from Kintyre, (which Ptolemy referred to as the Epidii) to successfully invade northern 
Ireland in 750BC, and dominate Ireland militarily for 1,000 years.  In the (Irish) Annals of Cuchulain, 
Albann was consistently referred to as the 'Fatherland'.

What  the  Romans  could  not  imagine  was  the  hornet's  nest  they  created  by  attacking  Albann. 
Whereas everywhere else in the Roman Empire, only one legion of 5,000 men was required to keep 
the peace, due to continuous Brythonic uprisings and attacks from the Picts and their ULLADD allies, 
it was necessary to maintain four legions in Pretania.  Rome literally bled to death in a remote hostile 
northern environment, which quickly became recognized as the worst posting in the entire empire.  
When they attacked Albann in 78AD, the Romans aroused the ire of an ancient Empire, which had 
strong tentacles in northern Ireland.  Joint military conferences were held which resulted in concrete 
assistance from the Irish branch of the family, which lasted until the Romans quit Britain. Several 
historians have wrongly recorded 'Scottish' armies invading Britain after 300AD, however, the term 
'Scotii' was only used sparingly to describe the Milesian raiders (from Leinster) of the Welsh coast,  
who were only interested in booty.  Well  organized Ulster armies, who assisted the Picts in their  
southern incursions, were actually (Pict) ULLADD soldiers from Ulster, who considered Albann their 
fatherland.  The proof of this statement is that no similar (Irish) encroachments of Albann or Pretania 
ever reoccurred after the Romans quit Pretania in 410AD.
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Ptolemy's Albann
The following 'tribes' are described (mostly from Agricola's campaign in 84AD). Claudius Ptolemaeus 
was a Greek geographer from Alexandria in the service of the Romans, writing about 150AD. He 
wrote two books, Almagest & Geography. The latter contains references to Albion, its tribes, its main 
features, and its latitude and longitude.  These names are Latin in origin, and merely represent a 
Greco/Roman take on a part of the world they knew precious little about. 
Author's Note: The names of these “tribes” are to be taken lightly as the Romans (and Greeks) had an 
ingrained tendency to carelessly apply names (whether Greek or Latin) to indigenous people they met. 
After 279AD, all these “tribes” were lumped into the family of 'Pictii'.
The Orkney and Shetland island chains:
The Phocaii, (people of the Seals). A word that later developed into Orca, Orkney and Orcadians.
South of the Forth:
The Votadini (mountain warriors) lived in the Lothians. (The Welsh version was Goddodin).
The Selgovae (hunters) lived in the centre between the Cheviots and the River Tweed.
The Novantae (vigorous) lived in Dumfries-shire and Galloway.
The Damnonii (ruinous) lived in Ayr, Renfrewshire, Dumbarton and Lanark, and into Stirlingshire.
North and East of the Firth of Forth:
The Venicones (alder hounds) inhabiting land north of the Forth to south of Aberdeenshire).
The Taezali (after the Celtic river goddess "Deva") inhabiting the Gramineus region. 
The Vacomag (men of the open plains) inhabiting the southern shore of the Moray Firth.
The Decantae (noblemen) lived in Easter Ross and the Black Isle.
The Smertae (great painted goddess) living by the river Oykel in Sutherland. Rosmerta was the Celtic 
name.
The Cornavii (folk of the Horn) in Caithness. 
Southwest of Caithness:
The Caereni  (people of the sheep).
The Carnonacae (people of the trumpets).
The Creones (people of the rugged boundaries) spread down the northwest coast.
The Epidii (horse breeders) lived in the Kintyre area, were closely associated with the Dal n'Araidh.
The Central highlands:
The Caledonii (cunning people) from the Latin Calliditus. They occupied the whole of the Central 
highlands.
Unlocated:
The Boresti (people of the north) lived near Mons Gramenius. Agricola attacked them after the big battle 
there.
Other reported tribes:
The Maeatae (warriors). In 208AD, Dio Cassius mentioned them as being one of the most important tribes 
in the north. They were actually the southernmost members of the Venicones. 
The Verturiones (destroyers). Ammianus Marcellinus mentioned them in 367 AD, as one of the two most 
important Pictish tribes. They reappeared later as sea raiders from Fortriu (Moray).
Later, while the Antonine Wall was being built, a tribe of Maeatae, who lived just north of the Firth of Forth  
became the most dangerous of all from the Roman point of view.  They made life for the builders and 
guards of the wall, Hell on earth between 142 and 162AD.
They were so effective in their relentless hit and run raids that the Romans only manned it for twenty 
years, then abandoned it.  The strategists of the mighty Roman Empire realized they had blundered and 
had overextended their forces, and were bleeding to death in a hostile sub-arctic wilderness. In turn, the 
Maeatae's homeland was so ruined, they abandoned their farms and took to the sea as pirates.
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The Cruithni Create an Empire in North Britain 
The Cruithni were a semi-mythical people. Cruithni was the more accurate Goidelic (Q-Celtic) word 
for  the  peoples  referred  to  in  Roman  histories  as  the  Picts.  They  were  an  indigenous  Nordic 
equestrian warrior society of the early classical Celtic type.  Their highly organized society allowed 
them to develop a powerful military apparatus that overwhelmed smaller societies on their fringes. 

These “Albiones” were described by early Greeks and Romans as long-limbed with blonde or red 
hair and pale skin, indicating they were descended from Proto-Scandinavians.  They were not as 
quarrelsome with each other as were the Scottish, Irish and Brythonic Celts.  

Cruithni means the people of designs in Gaelic, and is an old Irish word which at first referred to all  
the LaTene racio-tribal  groups to come to the British Isles.  Later,  it  was primarily applied to the 
Brythonic tribes of Ulster and the Picts living north of Antonine's Wall.  The Gaelic name, Cruithni, is 
also cognate with the P-Celtic Pruteni (recorded in Ancient Greek as Pryteni), from which derives the 
name Pretannike (Latin = Britannia), used as the term for Britain by Pytheas in about 325 BC.  Today, 
they are  referred  to  as  the  Ancient  Britons;  whose nearest  cultural  descendants  are  the  Kemry 
(Welsh).

The Medieval Latin slang form Bretani is the origin in the modern Irish term "Breathnach", which also 
means Welsh.  However, T. F. O'Rahilly in his historical model suggested that these Priteni were the 
first Celtic group to inhabit Britain and Ireland, and identified them with the Picts of Scotland. They 
settled in Britain and Ireland between 800 and 500BC.  Around 50BC, the Greek historian, Diodorus 
wrote of "those of the Priteni who inhabit the country called Iris (Ireland)".  These Priteni/Picts are 
now considered Proto-Celts, and in the linguistic sense to be an early Western offshoot of the Indo-
European language group.

As the Picts brought Orcadians,  the Isle of Mann and parts of Ulster under their  control,  Albann 
became officially an Empire (perhaps from the Picts' knowledge of the Roman Empire).  When the 
name  of  their  country  changed  in  1057,  it  went  from  “Albann  Empire”  to  “Scottish  Empire”. 
Therefore, the Picts brought the term “Empire” into the later union of crowns that begat “The British 
Empire”.  The Picts of the Northern Kingdom strictly maintained their matrilineal system until their  
demise in 1130AD. This happened to the Cruithni of Ireland about 450AD, and to the southern Pict 
Kingdom after Kenneth Mac Alpin's death in 858AD.  In Albann, it came as a result of the merger of  
the Picts and the Tanist Scottish.

However, history records on several occasions, the Scottish Royal family later returned to matrilineal 
succession  with  no  ill  effects.   Perhaps,  this  was  due  to  the  obvious  fact  the  majority  of  the 
population of “Scotland” remained ethnically Picts, and felt comfortable with it. One proof of that was 
the recognition of six day old Mary Stuart as the legitimate heir to James V, on 5th February 1587.In 
the Pict fashion, Mary searched around for a suitable stud to improve the Stuart line.  When she 
married her cousin, Lord Darnley,  her subjects did not want him as King, merely as the Queen's 
consort. To them, Mary was the important one.  This was a return to a time when women were the 
power behind the throne.

Their son became James VI of Scotland. He successfully manoeuvred through a Protestant minefield, 
and established many national institutions in Scotland.  Although eccentric, he was the best king 
since Onnus Mauur.   When he became James I of England, he accomplished  the impossible, and 
took over England.

Against  all  odds,  he  manoeuvred through  another  political  minefield,  created  an  Anglo-Scottish 
Union, and coined two new names,“Great Britain” and “British Empire”. However, the transplanted 
Stuart dynasty was doomed to catastrophe, as the Pict idea of “Divine Rule”clashed with the English 
Parliamentary system, plunging all of Britain into 150 years of “Jacobite” civil wars. 
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The Ulladd built a symbolic wall and dyke to mark their southern boundary,
which they copied from the two Roman defensive moats in Albann,

proving they had visited their Fatherland when it was fighting the Romans.

ULIDIA, Land of the ULLADD
Before 700BC, an adventurous group of equestrian Iron age Priteni (Cruithni in Gaelic) ventured over 
to Ireland, where they dominated the island for 1,000 years.  Erie was divided into southern and 
northern halves, with separate Pict kings.  Those in the north called themselves the  Ulladd  (from 
whence came the name Ulidia, and eventually Ulster).  They considered Albann as their Fatherland. 
Cruithni  meant “the Creators”  in Gaelic.   Around 200BC, Gaodhailic-Celts (Gaels)  from Southern 
Europe  fled  Roman  incursions,  and  went  directly  to  southern  Ireland.   They  quickly  expanded 
northwards, dominating the southern three-quarters of the island. The Brythonic Ulladd in the north, 
comprising several Cruithni confederacies and two refugee Firbolg tribes, responded by building a 
wall and dyke across their southern border to symbolically mark their territory.

The Gaels demanded recognition of their Ard Righ (High King) as a superior to the Ulidian king. As 
incessant warfare broke out, the Ulladd developed a powerful army. They also built a new capital city 
and training centre  named “Emain Macha” in  present  day County Armagh as a  bulwark against 
invasion.  Most Ulidian kings became Ard Righ of all Ireland.  A sense of entitlement developed in the 
north, and a sense of jealousy developed in the south.  A confrontation was inevitable.  In 331AD, 
three armies of Gaels overran Ulidian defences in Armagh County, another Gaelic army invaded the 
northwest of Ulidia.  This marked the beginning of the end of the splendid isolation of Brythonic 
Ulster, where they gradually lost their P-Celtic in favour of the majority Q-Celtic.

In 450AD, the Ui Nialls struck again, forcing the Ulladd into what today comprises counties Antrim & 
Down.   In the aftermath of this humiliating defeat, the dominant Firbolg tribe, Dal Fiatach, seized 
power and retained it intermittently for over 700 years.  The Firbolg Dal Riatan tribe settled in the 
northern half of County Antrim, from where they sent colonists across the 12-mile Isthmus of the 
Irish Sea in the 480sAD to western Albann (present day County Argyll).  There, they intermarried and 
assimilated with previous Picts, forming the colony of “New Dal Riata” or “Dalriada”.  The Cruithni 
and Firbolg in Ulster continued fighting their  lonely battle for  survival  (and each other)  until  the 
Normans defeated them both in 1197AD. War broke out again between the south and north, which 
lasted for decades. Ironically, Elizabeth I reconstituted the old Ulster boundaries to better administer 
Ireland, setting the stage for a separate Ulster, when southern Ireland gained its independence in 
1917.
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The Truth About The Origins of “New Dalriada”
Forward: There is real uncertainty about how Irish “New Dál Riata” was. In short, we don't really  
know... Since at least the 1970s, archaeologists have noted the contrasts between early medieval  
Argyll  and Ulster  rather  than showing any archaeologically  recognizable  invasion or  migration...  
There were many ancient Pict Brochs and monuments and other archeological remnants that put the  
lie to fanciful claims the Picts never lived there.

Ewan  Campbell,  an  early  medieval  specialist  at  Glasgow  University,  has  argued  the  historical 
evidence can be dismissed as dynastic propaganda by later Scottish kings. He explains the well-
attested prevalence of Gaelic (or Goidelic, the Irish form of the Celtic language) in early medieval 
Argyll as a form of language conservatism on the western seaboard rather than as evidence of a 
population movement into the area from Ireland." Therefore, the bulk of the population in “Dalriada” 
was Pict.  To strengthen this theory, names of the traditional founders of Dalriada are decidedly Pict. 
When La Tene Gauls entered Britain from Northern Europe about 500BC, they quickly spread their P-
Celtic language and more advanced Iron technology throughout southern Britain.  Ptolemy described 
the  area  as  the  “Pretanic  Islands”  in  320BC  because  the  vast  majority  of  people  there  spoke 
Brythonic by that time.  However, there were outlying areas that still spoke the older Goidelic form of 
Celtic, in the semi-isolated western regions of Albann and along the northwestern shores of Ireland.

As Roman military power gradually collapsed in Britain in the beginning of the fifth century AD, Irish 
sea raiders began plundering Brythonic settlements along the Welsh coast.  The Romans designated 
these raiders as “Scotti, a Brythonic slang meaning “those who break things”.  The Romans applied 
the term “Scotia” to all of Ireland for 200 years, although the actual raiders were from the Isle of Mann 
and the eastern coast of Ireland.  After 600AD, the term “Scot” was restricted to the Dalriadans of 
western Albann.

About 200BC, two distinct tribes of Brythonic (Firbolg)  Celts, the Dal Riatach and the Dal Fiatach, 
who fled the Ibero-Celtic take-over in the south of Ireland, settled in Ulidian areas. Under Brehan Law, 
they both entered into arrangements to pay the dominant Cruithni tribe, the  Dal n’Araidh a yearly 
tribute for sanctuary, and to serve in the ULLADD army when asked, to defend Ulidia against the 
encroaching Milesian-led southerners.  This arrangement was still in effect in Dal Riatach in northern 
Ulster in the AD480s, when some of their population were expelled over the 12-mile stretch of Irish 
Sea, and settled in the southwest of Albann (now the district of Argyll).  There were already Pict 
people living there, so the newcomers mixed with them and called their new home "New Dal Riatach" 
(or Dalriada), and those settlers from Ulster carried the old Ulidian tribute agreement with them.

Dal Riatach refugees had three masters: 1/ Their parent stock in old Dal Riata, with whom they had 
intimate family and religious ties. 2/Ulidia, to whom they were legally forced to pay a yearly tribute, 
and serve in the Ulidian army. 3/The High King of Albann, on whom they depended to continue to 
grant them permission to stay and work the land in Albann.  In 559, Brud Mauur, High King of Albann, 
became fed up with illegal seizures of nearby Pict territories, and invaded Dalriada, killed their King, 
chased his rival over to Dal Riata in Ulster, and killed him also. From that time onwards, Dalriada was 
routinely subject only to the High King of Albann, no longer to Ulidia or to old Dalriada.  In fact, the 
tribal leadership of the Dal Riatach of Ulidia was transferred to New Dalriada in Albann.

As Brud was contemplating whether to further punish the Dalriadans, Saint Columba visited him. 
They hit it off, and became soul friends; the future of Dalriada became secure. Religious ties between 
the  Scots  of  New  Dalriada  and  the  Irish  Kingdom of  Dal  Riata  were  severed  by  St.  Columba's 
influence.  From  Iona,  missionaries  went  forth  throughout  mainland  Britain  and  even  Europe, 
converted all the Picts of Albann within a century, and eventually, the Angles of Northumbria.

In the mid 9th century, Norse Vikings poured into Dalriada and seized most of it. Many Dalriadans fled 
eastwards  to  safe  areas  in  northeastern  Albann  (Moray  and  Aberdeen-shire).  Dalriadic  power 
disseminated,  and eventually  integrated with  the  Picts,  who were under  constant  pressure  from 
Norse and Danish Vikings.  In the south of Albann, Cumbric was assimilated into English.
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Galloway, The Epidii
In 200BC, under pressure from the Milesian Gaodhail, one group of Ulidians headed back eastwards 
across the Irish Sea, to the very southwest of Albann. Galloway became a defacto Ulidian colony. 
When Romans invaded southern Albann in 82AD, these "Epidii" (horse-people) decided to find a safe 
haven back in Ulidia, and returned to live with their relatives, leaving Galloway sparsely populated.

In 410AD, the collapse of Roman authority in Britain, led to Galloway becomingsettled by remnants of 
a Romanized Brythonic army, under the command of General Antonius Donatus, a son of the Roman 
Emperor pretender, Maximus. In an effort to maintain their Roman civilization, Galloway remained 
independent of the rest of Britain, maintaining a Romanized Brythonic  kingdom for over 400 years.

Donatus' descendants held sway until 683, when the Saxons of Bernicia overran it.  The Norse later 
supplanted the Saxon dominance, and then the Norse-Gaelic gained control between the 9th and the 
11th century.  In 1234, little Galloway, no threat to anyone, was gobbled up by Scotland when King 
Alexander III invaded, bringing its independence to an end.

The Isle of Mann
The earliest traces of people on the Isle of Mann can be found as far back as the Middle Stone Age. 
They used small tools made of flint or bone, which have been found near the coast. Some of these 
artifacts are kept at the Manx Museum. The Neolithic period marked the coming of knowledge of 
farming, better stone tools and pottery. 
Huge Megalithic Monuments were built around the island. There is evidence that the island was the 
British Isles centre for Druidic learning.  During the Bronze Age, the large communal tombs of the  
Megaliths were replaced with smaller burial mounds. Bodies were put in stone lined graves along 
with ornamental containers. The Bronze Age burial mounds created long lasting markers about the 
countryside.
The Celts brought the Iron Age to the island. Large hill forts appeared on hill summits, and smaller 
promontory forts along the coastal cliffs, while large timber-framed roundhouses were built. The first 
Celtic tribes to inhabit the Island were Brythonic.  In 193AD, the ULLADD seized the Island in a pre-
emptive strike, ensuring it could not become a Roman staging area for an invasion  of Ireland. In 
582AD, the Dalriadan war fleet (with the blessings of an aged Brud Mauur) chased the Ulidians out of 
the Isle of Man, turning it into a Goidelic speaking area, and a part of the Albann Empire for over 300  
years.
Vikings settled the Isle of Mann at the end of the 8th century. They established a government called a  
Tynewald assembly, which still exists. The Norse Kingdom of Mann and the Islands was created in 
1079. In 1266, Norway's King Magnus VI returned the isles to the Empire of Scotland.  In 1290, King 
Edward I of England seized the island, although Scottish King Robert Bruce took it back in 1313. 
There followed a confused period when Mann sometimes experienced English rule and sometimes 
Scottish.  About 1333, King Edward III of England granted Mann to William de Montacute, and it has 
remained English ever since.  Today,  The Isle of  Mann is not  part  of  the United Kingdom, but  is 
officially a British Crown dependency.
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The Beaker Peoples
Tools containing copper and gold inlays were being worked in the Balkans as early as 4500 BC. 
However, in Britain, flint copies of copper axes were still being made two thousand years later. The 
real copper axes were too valuable to be used and were at first objects of power and ritual. Copper 
axes have been found in Scotland that dated to before 2000 BC and were always associated with the 
Beaker peoples.

During the early British Bronze Age (2480 BC - 1450 BC), the European climate became drier.  The 
climatic improvement could have led to the gradual increase in the cranial Index, which occurred in 
northwestern Europe during the Neolithic and early Bronze Age.

Therefore,  the Germanic Beaker people emerged as an environmental phenotype that formed the 
general physical characteristics of the people of Northern Europe.

The Netherlands/Rhineland region became the most widely accepted site of origin.  Most historical 
researchers of the Neolithic period have concluded the spread of Bronze Age technology spread 
from northeast to southwest within Europe.

The distribution of Beakers was highest in areas of transport routes, including fording sites, river 
valleys and mountain passes, it was suggested that Beaker 'folk' were originally bronze traders, who 
subsequently settled within local cultures creating local styles.

Historical cranial studies found that the Beaker people appeared to be of a different physical type 
than those earlier populations in the same geographic areas. They were described as tall, heavily 
boned and round-headed.

Early studies on the Beakers,  which were based on the analysis  of  their  skeletal  remains,  were 
craniometric. Though the origin of the Beaker people is still disputed, these studies were in line with 
archeological  discoveries  linking  Beaker  culture  to  new  farming techniques,  mortuary practices, 
copper-working skills and other cultural innovations.

The Beaker People are often suggested as an ancestral Proto-Celtic culture. The" Kurgan" theory 
initially proposed that the Beakers from east central  Europe became influenced by incursions of 
steppe tribes. Several archaeologists support this proposition.
It  is  acknowledged the Beakers  brought  an  early Germanic language to  the  British  Isles,  which 
became the foundation of the pre-Celtic "Pict" language of North Britain and Ulidia. This was evident  
in many Pict words that began with "UU" rather than "F", but sounded like an "F".  We know this by 
the  actual  Pict  name  in  the  Latin  column  and  the  Gaelic  translations  in  the  "revised"  Pictish 
Chronicles of the fourteenth century, where those Gaelic names are spelled with an "F". I.e. Uurguss 
became Fergus, Uurddoll became Ferthol, and Uuradd became Ferat.
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New 'Dalriada' and Albann
In  the AD480s, some Firbolg men were sent to the remote southwestern portion of Albann, by the Dal  
Riatach in Antrim, and interbred with the indigenous Pict residents to form a “New Dalriada”. Those 
isolated Picts still spoke Q-Celtic, and the visitants also knew a variant of Q-Celtic they had picked up 
from the encroaching Gaodhailic-speaking Milesian tribes in Ulster.

Some  Scottish  historians  claim  that  specific  parts  of  Argyll  were  never  a  part  of  Pict  Albann. 
However, there are several ancient Pict monuments and Brochs throughout Argyll that refute that 
claim.  During their early years, the Dalriadans were militarily weak. They, similar to their parent tribe, 
the Dal Riatach, in Ulster, were a vassal tributary tribe of the Dal n'Ulaid, the most northerly  ethnicly  
Pict Clann in Ireland. The yearly tribute they paid to the Ulladd amounted to 7 shields, 7 horses, 7  
hounds and 7 bondsmen. They were also bound to enter the military service of Ulidia in times of war.

It was only by the deft negotiations of St. Columba in AD575, that New Dalriada became exempt from 
Uliad military service. The future of Dalriada as a missionary learning centre for the conversion of the 
western Picts of Albann was ensured. These male Firbolg settlers in Argyll, as their parent Dal na 
Riatach people,  were heavily interbred with the Picts of the Ullad/Ulidia,  and became even more 
mixed with the Picts of Albann.

In the words of Reginald B. Hale of Ottawa, in his book, "The Magnificent Gael", Gaelic became a 
written language thanks to the (Columban) Monks, and it was the vehicle of teaching in the monastic 
schools throughout Albann. Thus it became the accepted tongue of many educated men, and the 
Cumbric dialects faded away. North of the Firths of Forth and Clyde, the Picts & Scots became united 
by a common faith, a common speech, and increasingly by intermarriage. They began to merge into 
one people. 

The process was gradual but irreversible."  Contrary to some published records, Columba was not 
unfriendly towards the Picts. There are many valid stories of his kindness towards Pict citizens, both 
Christian and Pagan. He spent the greatest part of his life in a Pict dominated society, preaching to 
them and converting them as never before.  He was not the first Christian missionary to the Picts but 
he was the most effective.  According to the Scottish Chronicles, the first "king" of Dalriada was a  
fellow named Erc, an obvious Gaelic translation of the common Pict Royal name, Erb. He is listed as 
the first King of New Dalriada in AD474. In those days, the title "king' was loosely applied to anyone 
who could assume the loyalty of a community, similar to the title of 'mayor' today. His three brothers 
were Fearghus, Oengus and Loarn. 

In their Pict form, they were actually: Uurgus, Onnus and Llann. Fearghus was the Gaelic translation 
of the Pict, 'Uurgus', (meaning 'vigorous' in Pictic).  Oengus was a translation of the Pict, 'Onnus', 
(meaning 'trustworthy' in Pictic). Loarn was a translation of the Pict, Llann, (meaning 'handsome' in 
Plctic).  Erc is not in any Irish or Gaelic dictionaries. Today, "Erc" is an unknown name anywhere, 
although "Erb and  Earp" are fairly common, not only in Scotland, but in the USA and Canada. As 
these founders of New Dalriada actually had Pict names, it is reasonable to assume at least their 
mothers were Pict, as mothers usually named the children. 

Scots did not cooperate with each other well, they had an unhealthy attitude towards competitors. 
After Fearghus's death in 697, his two sons fought it out for succession, and the loser had his throat  
cut.  From the beginning, the Scots of New Dalriada became first a curiosity, then a thorn to the Picts.  
Time and time again, they were humiliated, devastated, burned out or annexed by the Picts, Britons 
of Strathclyde or the Anglo/Saxons of Northumbria, usually as a result of outrageous provocations. 

Onnus Mauur, In AD559, then Brud Mauur in AD736, devastated New Dalriada much as the Romans 
had  done  seven  centuries  before,  and  the  Vikings  repeated  one  hundred  years  later,  and  the 
Hanoverians were to do again in 800 years. Today, there are only charred remains of many of the 
original homes of these first 'Scots', a reminder of the cruel genocidal "clearances" of the early 19th 
century.  The author visited Balquhidder to see for himself the utter annihilation of those original 
settlers.  All that remains are graveyards and abandoned buildings.                                            
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The population of Ireland throughout the centuries consistently supported about eight times the total 
population of northern Britain (today's Scotland). This huge disparity meant there were eight million 
people in Ireland when there were only one million in Britain north of Hadrian's Wall. This allowed 
Dalriada to expand, as there was always a ready supply of immigrants from Ulidia.

The Scots of New Dalriada were not comfortable being ruled by the Picts, so they waged continuous 
rebellions against their Pict overlords every time the Picts were weakened by their enemies.  When 
military  means  did  not  work,  the  Scots  began  infiltrating  Pict  Royal  families  by  intermarriages. 
Several  sons of Dalriadic sub-kings attained the throne of Albann, but they all  acted in the best 
interests of the Pict people, because  the Picts were such a superior military force, and  Pict tutors 
raised those sons. Otherwise, any anti-Pict agenda by the High King would have been suicidal.

It was only after the horrendous devastation inflicted on the Picts by the incessant slave raids by the 
Norse & Danish Vikings after AD820, that the Picts finally sought a genuine unity with other cultures. 
This was borne of necessity as their combined enemies (the Vikings, Anglo-Saxons and later the 
Normans) treated them with disdain, and sought to exterminate them.  It was simply a question of  
'unite or perish'.  After the death of Onnus Mauur in 761, religious meddling resulted in a deep schism 
between the Southern & Northern Picts.  

Picts had no arrangement with the Scots in the 800s to retain their language or culture, as did the 
Germanic Lothians in 970.  This was partly due to the inherent inadequacies in the hybrid Cumbric 
language compared to the Gaelic of the ninth century AD. The slow process of assimilation was 
accomplished over several generations after the Gaelicized Kast II (Constantine), attained the crown 
in 862.  Through restrictive laws and government policies aimed at  uniting the people under one 
language and one legal system, (Gaelic & Brehan Law).

The Picts responded by reorganizing their society into Clanns in the traditional mode.  This gave 
them  local  protection  against  a  predatory  central  authority.  Some  Pict  Clanns  actually  rose  to 
dizzying heights of power (i.e. the Douglases and Murrays), and challenged the High King's authority. 
Invariably,  such  aggressive  gestures  were  ultimately  met  with  harsh  reprisals,  and  severe 
punishments.  Pockets of cultural resistance to Gaelic culture held out in the fringes of geography 
and society. 

Even today,  in the Orkney Islands, the relic population of Picts there still  considers the Scottish 
culture foreign, and treats it with disdain. The fact is the Vikings threatened the Pictic church and 
culture but the amalgamation with the Scots killed it. The result was the absolute and irreversible 
extinction of an entire culture but not the people.  The Picts thrived and after a few generations, 
called themselves Scots.

The Albann Empire quickly shrank to become a shadow of its glory days before the Viking raids. 
Welsh,  Breton  and  Scottish  Gaelic  today  encompass  many  modified  Pict  words,  which  are  not 
present in Irish. There are still many people in parts of northern Scotland, the heartland of Albann,  
who speak with Pict accents. Who are we, the survivors,     to decide that this ancient culture was not   
worthy of some degree of preservation?

Today, the physical traits of the population of Inverness-shire reflect that of the ancient Picts as it is 
the home of the tallest people in Britain, and is also home of the largest percentage of red-haired 
people on the planet. The history of human settlement is sadly riddled with the ghosts of countless 
cultures that were mindlessly obliterated by insensitive intruders.  That of the Picts of Albann is just  
one of them.  However, that reality does not give anyone the right to belittle any ancient culture(s) 
and/or deny their accomplishments.

The claims by some Racist propaganda in Scotland today is entirely sickening & revolting. i.e. “The 
Picts were a small, dark people.”  “The Picts were confined to the north of Scotland”.  We should 
remember that Tacitus reported the first 'Caledonians' he met were equestrian scouts near the north 
shore of the Humber River. They were tall pale-skinned, with blonde or red hair and long limbs, with 
blue or green eyes. they reminded him of Germans, not Celts.  A good look at the Antonine and 
Hadrian Walls today tells us the Romans were terrified of them. 
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The Beautiful West of Albann

This magnificent cascading waterfall is the source of Loch Lomond, one of the largest Lochs in Scotland

This is Loch Lubnaig, one of many such beautiful lochs in western Perthshire & eastern Argyll
Land of  many of  the  ballads  and romance  of  Albann/Scotland.   It  is  also  the  homeland of  many of 
Scotland's most famous Clanns.  The Scottish government has attempted to replenish its lost forests by 
planting trees.  The population was much greater here before the clearances than it is today.          Page 33



The Elegance of the East

Loch Leven in the Autumn, where Greylag Geese & Mute Swans gather on their annual migration to Africa

A view of Milnathort (near Kinross) taken from the Church/graveyard site, from which it was named
Milnathort (Hill of the burial place), was where the author's gr gr grandfather worked in a woolen mill 

before volunteering in the British Army at the age of 19.  The author spent several pleasant days here. 
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The Magnificent North of Albann

Sprigs of Heather at its most brilliant, in Autumn

The Grampian mountains, shrouded in mist, and still hiding the supposed battle of Mons Gramenius.
Somewhere amongst these grassy hills, a great victory over the Picts occurred in 83AD, according to 
Tacitus,  14  years  after  the  fact!   But  they  retreated  and  never  came back.   Was  this  battle  an 
imaginary  excuse  for  so  many  casualties?  No  battle  honours  were  ever  awarded,  no  evidence 
whatsoever has been found of this incident.
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The Friendly and Enduring South

This is Himalayan Balsam, an invasive flower from India that no one here seems to be upset with.

The Royal Conservatory of Scotland. This photo proves Scotland has finally recognized Gaelic as an 
official language. The author spent several weeks in Glasgow, he found the people there are very friendly 
& helpful. Metro Glasgow's population is over one million. Scotland's is 5,222.000. Edinburgh's is 488,000. 
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The Celtic Diaspora & Their Mistreatment
In the 6th century, the ethnically German Angle, Jute and Saxon visitants of Britain were preoccupied 
with eradicating all traces of the native Celtic Britons.  As the Celts became increasingly desperate, 
many of their number fled to “relatively” safer havens in northwest Gaul and Spain.

Breton is spoken in Lower Brittany, roughly to the west of a north/south line at Vannes. It comes from 
a Brythonic language community from southern Britain to Armorica (present-day Brittany), and even 
to  Galatia  in  Spain.  It  was  the  language  of  the  upper  classes  in  France  until  the  12th  century.  
Afterward, it was merely the language of the Celtic people of West Brittany (Breizh Izel), while the 
nobility, followed by the bourgeoisie, adopted French. As a written language, the Duchy of Brittany 
used  Latin,  switching  to  French  in  the  15th  century.  There  exists  a  limited  tradition  of  Breton 
literature.  Some Old Breton vocabulary remains as philosophical  and scientific  terms in Modern 
Breton.

The French Monarchy did not concern itself with minority languages spoken by the lower classes, 
although it did require the use of French for all government business. The revolutionary period saw 
the introduction of punitive policies favouring French over regional languages. It was assumed by 
the revolutionaries that reactionary and monarchist forces preferred regional languages in an attempt 
to keep the peasant masses under-informed. In 1794, Barère submitted to the Comité de salut public 
his "report on the idioms", in which he said that "federalism and superstition speak Breton". Under 
the  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  republics,  humiliating  practices  of  the  French  government  aimed  at 
stamping out the Breton language and culture prevailed in state schools until the late 1960s. 

Today, despite the political centralization of France and the important influence of the media, Breton is 
still spoken as an everyday language by about 200,000 people. This is, however, down from 1.3 million in 
1930. At the beginning of the 20th century, half of the population of Lower Brittany knew only Breton. By 
1950, there were only 100,000 monolingual Bretons, and a rapid decline since with only small handfuls of 
elderly monolingual speakers as of 2009. A statistical survey in 1997 found around 300,000 speakers in  
Breizh izel, of which about 190,000 were aged 60 or over. Few of those of the under 19 year-old age-group 
spoke Breton, which is now considered to be an endangered language.

Breton is the only living Celtic language that is not recognized as an official or regional language. The 
French State refuses to change the second article of its Constitution (added in 1994), which states that 
“the language of the Republic is French”. In contrast, in 2002, Scotland belatedly launched a program in a 
public consultation process for its second National Gaelic Language Plan, which set out the actions 
required to increase the numbers of those learning and using Gaelic. Part of this program is to add 
Gaelic to road signs and National buildings, etc. and a concerted effort to broadcast in Gaelic by BBC 
Radio and Television.  Britain is the sole bright spot in trying to save its native Celtic languages, and 
Ireland is the one beacon of light that beckoned others to emulate.

Celtic was in danger of being exterminated in many of the traditional Gaelic speaking areas, but now 
a Gaelic renaissance has slowed this trend if not yet reversed it in Scotland and Wales. It is too late 
to save Celtic dialects in the Isle of Mann and Cornwall.  In Spain, Galician is the language spoken in 
its Galatia region. Gaelic is no longer spoken in Galatia, but Galicians have a Celtic heritage and 
Galician has many Gaelic root words.

It  is  an  indication  of  the  intolerance  and  ambivalence  of  Europeans  to  have  the  onetime  most 
dominant and vibrant language group in Europe disappear forever from the mainland.  Eventually, its 
only traces will be in the many French, English, German and Spanish words that were borrowed from 
Celtic.  These borrowed words are far more numerous than any of the linguistic puritans are willing 
to admit.  In this failure of human decency and compassion, we all share the blame.  
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THE ORCADIANS 

A Relic Population of Picts

 

A group of 70 islands, only 20 of which are populated.

Steeped in history, once home to a trading Empire, these islands have a character all their own.  Their 
story is bigger than the islands.   Warmed by the Gulf current, visited by Phoenicians, Carthaginians, 
Greeks and Romans, these “Orcades” were home to the people who visited northern North America 
first.  The Hudson Bay Company knew the character  of  these people,  when they chose them as 
“factors” to run the isolated trading outposts of the HBC throughout northern and western Canada 
before any other white people had even been there.  Their ties to Canada will always be remembered. 
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At  their  zenith  about  1,000BC,  Orcadians  controlled  a  northern  trading  Empire  in  walrus  tusks;  which 
comprised the Orkneys,  the Shetlands,  the Faeroes, Iceland,  and Greenland.  Shell  remains of  their  stone 
houses still exist on the shores of  Ungava Bay in present day Canada, where they traded with Dorset Eskimos.
 
It is believed that Orkney has been inhabited for at least 5,500 years.  The first inhabitants were Neolithic tribes-
people, who came from Western Europe.  They were Homo-sapiens with some Neandertal DNA (from 3% to 7%). 
Anthropologists have recognized this hybridization occurred in the area of the middle east, when tribes of  
Homo sapiens left Africa about 40,000 years ago,  When they first left Africa, they would have been short, with  
black hair and a swarthy complexion.  However, as the millenia passed, they would have gradually become 
paler and taller – as their bodies reacted to a sub-Arctic environment of less sun and a much colder climate.  
Their 7% Neandertal DNA helped them adapt to the cold. 
“Beaker People" from northern Europe brought the bronze age to Orkney about 2,500 BC. These Germanic 
speaking people have been recognized as a culture, not a particular race. They were named after the peculiar 
clay pottery left in their burial chambers.  They would have been tradespeople rather than warriors.  A relatively 
few people with bronze technology would have had a great cultural influence on the previous inhabitants.  We  
know that their language left an indelible influence on the previous inhabitants, which is still discernible today.
The walrus trade in the far west collapsed with the influx of warlike Thule Inuit from Eastern Siberia about  
900AD, and the contemporary influx of warlike Norse settlers into Cronx, Faroes, Tulli, Shetland and Orkney. 
The Thule killed off all Dorset Eskimos, they were not interested in trading with Europeans.  They also drove  
the Norse settlers out of Cronx (Greenland).  Simultaneously, a little ice age came and caused starvation among 
the Norse in Greenland.  The Thule culture still includes stories of how they drove off and killed the Norse.

Climate and Skin Complexion
Climate: In about 12,000 BC, the world suddenly turned warmer, and populations of northern Europe and Asia 
burgeoned. Many people had to moved or starve. Many trekked westwards, to relatively unsettled regions. The 
northern peoples of Europe looked for places with a climate similar to that of their previous homelands. They 
founded new settlements in North Britain, Ireland, Iceland, the Faroes, even Greenland.
Skin complexion: The Greeks & Romans reported the Albiones/Caledonians/Picts were white-skinned.  
These characteristics described northern Europeans, not southern Europeans, so in the period of 8,000 years,  
through influxes of other northern people and due to a hostile Arctic environment, the people of far northern 
Britain gradually changed in appearance to adapt to their climate.  Physical changes such as more body hair 
(for warmth), blue eyes (to see better in semi-darkness), a lighter skin and hair colour (in response to an insipid  
sun)  and  a  larger  frame  (due  to  a  high  protein  diet),  would  have  become  advantageous,  and  ultimately,  
prevalent in this sub-Arctic society.                                                                                                                     
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DNA Genome project
DNA  research  furnishes  an 
ever  clearer  picture  of  the 
multimillenial  trek from Africa 
to every corner of the earth. A 
recent  genomic  map  of  the 
world  has  clearly  illustrated 
that  native  Orcadian  (Pict) 
DNA  is  closest  to  that  of 
Russians,  whose  founders 
were Swedish Vikings.

This  proves  that  Orcadians 
originated from the Baltic Sea 
area as their closest relatives 
are  of  Russian  stock.   Picts 
used many words from other 
languages,  such  as  adopting 
"ness",  by  merely  adding 
another  "s"  to  double  the 
consonant,  making it theirs. 

The Beaker people, came from 
northern Europe.  How do we 
know this?  There are several 
clues; language, climate, skin 
colour,  movement  of  peoples 
westward, DNA, Language:

The  language  of  the  Picts 
doubled  up  on  consonants, 
such  as  Nehhtonn,  Onnuss, 
Ness  and  Uuradd.  It  was  a 
Scandinavian  pattern.  (i.e. 
Tryggvassonn, Tallinn).

Where else in Europe, do the 
inhabitants  do  this  today?  In 
Estonia  where the capital city 
is  called  "Tallinn"  (i.e.  Two 
other  places  there  are  called 
Naissaar and Hômme).

The  name  of  the  excavation 
that gave the early Celts their 
cultural  name  is  Hallstatt, 
which  often doubles  up  on 
prominent  consonants.  This 
proves  that  Pictish  was 
influenced  by   early  Celtic. 
Orcadians  and  Shetlanders 
still  speak  with  a  trace  of 
Norn,  an  extinct  West  Norse 
dialect  akin  to  Faroese  and 
Icelandic.  This merely proves 
that Norn replaced the earlier 
Cumbric, that is evident on the 
Lunnasting  Stone,  which  dates  from  720  AD.   The  earlier  (Basque/North  Germanic/Proto-Celtic)  language 
spoken by Orcadians/Picts remain largely shrouded in mystery.         

 Page 40



Early Culture

The Ring of Brodgar is a Neolithic henge and stone circle in Orkney are prime examples of Neolithic 
megaliths.  The ring of stones stands on a small isthmus between the Loch of Stennes and Harray. 
Originally there were 60 stones.  The centre of the circle has never been excavated or scientifically 
dated; the monument's age remains a mystery. However, it is generally thought to have been erected 
between 2500 BC and 2000 BC, and was, therefore, the last of the great Neolithic monuments built on 
the Ness.  The Iron Age inhabitants of Albann north of the Firth of Forth were referred to as Picts by 
the Romans, evidence of which still  exists in "weems" or underground houses, and "brochs" or 
round  towers,  such  as  the  Broch  of  Gurness.  Note:  Nes is  an  archaic  Norse  word  meaning  a 
headland or cape, and for that reason there are many places in Scotland that were once under Norse 
influence that include this word, i.e. Loch Ness.

Forced movement of peoples westward: In the far east, the Chinese government built a huge 
wall along their northern border to keep out the Mongolian hordes. Those Mongolian horsemen were 
fierce and unbeatable on their small ponies. They turned westwards, and raided people who were not 
as  ruthless  as  they.  A resultant  ripple  effect  meant  waves  of  people  spreading  westward  ever 
pressing on the ones ahead. Eventually, this effect caused the collapse of the Roman Empire as 
Goths, Vandals, Franks & Huns poured over the eastern borders, created chaos, and the Vandals 
eventually captured Rome itself. In south Britain, Germanic hordes rowed across the channel and 
settled England,  driving many of  the Celts  into Wales,  Brittany,  and southern Scotland.  In  north 
Britain, Norse and Danish Vikings raided, then eventually settled.
Prehistory: They were the first people to live in Scotland, nomads who left little trace of their day-to-
day lives. But the first evidence that early man built homes as far north as Orkney up to 10,000 years 
ago  appears  to  have  been  uncovered  by  archaeologists.  Tiny  slivers  of  stone  -  combined  with 
previously puzzling results from a geophysics survey - point to the presence of a settlement created 
by Mesolithic hunter gatherers.  The  evidence of Orkney's human history begins to appear at some 
point before the fourth millennium BC. Hunter-gatherers of the Mesolithic era had gradually evolved 
into an agricultural society, and small communities of farmers were  their way across the Pentland 
Firth from Caithness and western Scotland to settle in these fertile northern islands.
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A charred hazelnut shell, recovered during the excavations at Longhowe in Tankerness in 2007, was 
dated to 6820-6660 BC. Apart from this, the earliest known settlement is at Knap of Howar, a Neolithic 
farmstead  on  the  island  of  Papa  Westray,  and  dates  from 3500  BC.  The  village  of  Skara  Brae, 
Europe's best-preserved Neolithic settlement, is believed to have been inhabited from around 3100 
BC. Neolithic settlers of Orkney left an indelible mark on the landscape, primarily through chambered 
tombs,  standing  stones,  and  stone  circles.  Most 
famous of these monuments are Maes Howe passage 
grave,  the  stone  Circles  of  Stenness,  the  Ring  of 
Brodgar & Midhowe chambered cairn. These sites are 
part of the Orkney Neolithic World Heritage Site.

In addition to these sites there are hundreds of other 
ancient  monuments  in  various  stages  of  repair 
scattered  throughout  the  Orkneys.  The  Ring  of 
Brodgar is worth special note; this circle of 60 stones, 
of  which 27 remain,  was one of  the primary circles 
whose study led to the now generally accepted theory 
that the need for accurate astronomical  observation 
was one of the main factors that led Neolithic peoples 
to construct these enigmatic monuments. As farmers, a nomadic lifestyle had to cease as the raising 
of crops required permanent settlements in areas of good soil. Despite the importance of agriculture, 
the people of the Neolithic still relied on hunting and fishing to survive. The daily way of life of these 
early farmers can be gleaned from the remains of their houses, burial places and monuments, as well 
as the less grand, but equally important, materials such as pottery, tools and refuse. Places on the 
western  shores  of  Mainland  island  give  clear  insights  into  the  domestic  lives  of  these  farming 
communities. At the Knap o' Howar, for example, the bones of domesticated cattle, sheep and pigs 
were found alongside those of wild deer, whales and seals. Their tradition of elaborate burials within 
chambered cairns such as Cuween, Wideford and Quanterness also gives tantalizing glimpses of 
these early Orcadians,  their  beliefs & customs. Cairns were an essential  part  of  life to the early 
farmers with men, women and children of all ages buried within the chambered tombs they erected 
throughout Orkney. Analysis of the bones found within these tombs tells us of a population in which 
few reached the age of 50 and in which those who survived childhood, usually died in their thirties. 
Over the years, the small farming communities gradually developed into larger tribal units. These 
communities were capable of constructing the major tribal monuments such as Maeshowe and the 
Ring of Brodgar. From around 2900BC the "heartland" of the Orkney Mainland - the area surrounding 
the lochs of  Stenness and Harray -  was a sacred ceremonial  meeting place.  This  sacred centre 
remained important to the people of Orkney for 2000 years until the once-common group burials were 
replaced by the individual interments common of the Bronze Age.

The Iron age and Early Medieval Era
The main feature of the Iron Age in Orkney was the Broch. 
Most  were  built  on  the  shores  of  lochs,  overlooking  the 
coast,  and  would  have  served  as  defensive  structures. 
Some brochs remain on Orkney, the most imposing being 
Gurness, on Mainland & Midhowe, on Rousay.  Before the 
Norse, the inhabitants used Latin & Old Gaelic. The Romans 
were  aware of the islands, though they made no attempt to 
conquer them, there is proof they traded with them. 
In the early 6th century the Irish briefly settled here. They 
were pushed out by Pict soldiers under Brud Beli. They were 
followed  by  Pict  Christian  missionaries,  who  established 
Christianity in the islands. An atlas shows the legacy of the 
Celtic missionaries; the name 'Papa' applied to several of the Orkney islands (I.e.  Papa Westray), 
indicates the presence of an early Christian  settlement. Picts held sway until the 9th century, when a 
determined onslaught of Norse proved too much for them.
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Orkney's Brochs
The massive Iron Age structures known as brochs are unique to the 
north  and  west  of  Scotland.   Huge,  drystone  towers,  Brochs  are 
concentrated mainly in the northern tip of the Scottish mainland and 
the Northern Isles, with some also scattered across the west coast of 
Scotland and the  Western Isles.  All  anthropologists  recognize  these 
structures as works of the Picts.  In total, at least 700 brochs are known 
to have existed across Scotland, constructed and developed over the 
period between 600BC and 100 AD. Of these, archaeologists know of at 
least 50 in Orkney.  The actual number of Orcadian Broch sites is likely 
to  be  much  higher,  however,  as  there  are  numerous  unexcavated 
mounds throughout Orkney that probably contain broch remains. 
What  is  a  Broch? A typical  broch stood from five to  13 metres high (about  40 feet).   It  was a  
circular, two-storey, drystone, structure, accessed by a single door at ground level.  Inside was a 
main inner "chamber" from which smaller cells - either built into, or up against, the wall - branched 
off.  A winding, stone staircase,  housed within the broch's double walls,  led upwards to elevated 
floors and finally the top of the structure.  Although, like the earlier roundhouses, it is possible that  
some brochs were no more than fortified dwellings, a widespread belief is that they had a defensive 
function and are characterized by immensely thick outer walls.  It is now believed, however, that, 
although defence may have played some part, they were more likely to have been built to impress - a 
monumental marker in the landscape, highlighting the owner's social status, wealth and power. 
Orkney's brochs were feats of considerable architectural and engineering expertise, the key to which 
was the principle of double-skinned walls.  Stronger and more stable than a single wall, the brochs 
had two parallel walls built with a hollow space between. These two outer "skins" were bonded at 
certain heights by stone lintel slabs - a method that allowed the broch's constructors to build to 
greater heights than could be achieved with solid walls.

The Norwegian Era
In  the  9th  century,  Norwegians  annexed  the  islands  to  Norway,  and  dispossessed  the  Pict 
establishment.  Historians once believed that  those Norsemen annihilated or  largely replaced the 
original  Pict  male  population  on  the 
islands.  However,  modern DNA  studies 
refute  this,  indicating  a  slight  majority  of 
Pict male genes are present.  Vikings made 
the  islands  the  headquarters  of  their 
buccaneering  expeditions  against  the 
coasts  and  isles  of  Scotland,  and  also 
against Norway.

This would have set well with the pre-Norse 
as  the  Picts  here  had  a  long tradition  of 
piracy.  But  they  made  too  many  raids 
against  their  homeland,  and  the  Norse 
leader,  Harold  Hårfagre  ("Fair  Hair"), 
defeated them and directly ruled over both 
Orkney and  Shetland  in  875.  The  islands 
were ruled by a succession of Norwegian 
'jarls', or Earls, until 1231. It is estimated that nearly 1/3 of current Orcadians are descended from 
Norse stock.  Orkney's Norwegian aristocracy were Christianized in a remarkable ceremony when 
Norwegian King Olaf Tryggvasson, stopped by on a trip from Ireland to Norway, and forcibly baptized 
all the leading rulers in 995 AD.
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Their Language and Culture
When Orcadians speak of "Scotland", they are talking about the land to the immediate south of the 
Pentland Firth, Sutherland. When Orcadians speak of "the mainland", they mean Mainland island, 
Orkney. They are emphatic that tartan, clans, bagpipes and the like are foreign traditions from the 
Scottish Highlands, and are not a part of the islands' indigenous Pict culture.

The name of both island chains: It was first recorded by the ancient Roman geographer Claudius 
Ptolemaeus (90 - 168AD), who called them 'Phôcades' (The islands of the seals - in Latin). Later, this 
name was commonly misspelled as "Orcades". The Gaelic name for the islands was 'Insi Orc' which 
means the 'Islands of the Orcs'. When Norwegian Vikings arrived on the islands, they interpreted the 
word 'Orc' to be orkn which was Old Norse for the common seal. The suffix 'ey' in Norse means 
island. The name became Orkneyjar which was later shortened to Orkney in English.

What Happened To Them
Recent genome research which has jibed with previous research from anthropology, archaeology, 
linguistic and biology (including previous mitochondrial and Y DNA studies) has proved that several 
previously accepted theories are  not  valid.   i.e.  DNA tests  on  corpses in  archaic  burial  sites  in 
southern England show that present day inhabitants in those areas are absolutely identical to those 
buried 2,000 years ago.

The incursions of Germanic Angles, Jutes and Saxons did not entirely displace the Celtic population 
as was previously assumed. i.e. Archaeological findings proved that agriculture was developed in 
ancient  Britain  independent  from  that  of  continental  Europe 
and/or elsewhere.  i.e.  DNA tests on inhabitants of Orkney has 
shown a majority of males there today are of Pict ancestry. 

These findings indicate  that  incursions by conquerors in any 
general  area  almost  always  leaves  a  superficial  population 
impression, the original  inhabitants continue to bear a strong 
presence,  especially  in  the  rural  countryside,  where  they 
continue to be food producers.

The only exceptions would be in populated areas of devastating 
natural disasters that forced a complete human exodus, a total 
genocide, or where a large scale forced expulsion took place.  
None of those events were evident in the Orkneys. This result 
tells  us that  the present  day gene pool  of  the Orkneys most 
probably  reflects  the  mixture  of  all  preceding  haplotypes, 
including the Neolithic peoples.

Although their gene pool has been modified to some extent by 
immigrants, it suggests the Orcadians represent the remains of 
a  relict  population,  in  the  same way as,  but  different  from,  those  of  Gaelic  fringe  areas  (of  the 
Scottish highlands and Ireland). 

So, to answer the question - What happened to those ancient peoples? They are still there! Where 
people have a strong connection to the land, their descendants remain. Neolithic, Pict, and Norse 
settlers have all, in turn, contributed to the existing Orcadian gene pool, although Pict bloodlines are 
predominant. Although the Picts experienced a different recent history than the Norse, they were also 
Nordic. This fact no doubt helped reconcile and assimilate the two resident peoples into a coherent  
society, united in their ambivalence towards the Irish/Scot visitants.
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Today
Similar  to  many  farmers  worldwide,  Orkney  farmers 
prefer  Aberdeen  Angus cattle  to  their  traditional  small 
Shaggy Highland type cattle. The mild, wet  winters allow 
reduced housing requirements year round, and produces 
healthier  animals.  Orkney has  a  vast  array  of  wildlife; 
what else would you expect from an archipelago with a 
wider  range  of  bird  habitats  than  anywhere  of  a 
comparable size in Britain? 
Bird-watching is rewarding at any time of year here. You 
don't have to be an expert to see all sorts of birds which 
are usually shy of humans. In Orkney, crowds of curlew, 
slow-flying  day-hunting  Owls,  and  tribes  of  musical 
Whooper swans are part of the scenery.

In  winter,  the  fields  and  water-margins  echo  to  the 
thousands  of  Geese,  Waterfowl,  Whooper  swans,  and 
other  visitors.  In  spring  and  early  summer,  the  large 
numbers  of  Puffin,  Guillemot,  Razorbill,  Kittiwake, 
Gannet,  Shag,  and  Fulmar  populate  the  islands'  cliffs, 
creating vast bird cities. 
All wild animals here have a unique Orkney name - can 
you guess which bird is the Mallimak, or Scootie-alan? In 
the fields and wetlands,  hundreds of  Curlew, Lapwing, 
Redshank, and other small  waders congregate to raise 
their young. Rarer breeding visitors on the hill Lochans 
and in the less cultivated parts include the Rain-goose 
(Red-throated diver), and the Corncrake.

Find yourself watching curious Grey and Common seals, lying still on a lonely shore to wait for a shy 
Sea Otter, hearing the rustle of the unique Orkney Vole, surprising a Drumming snipe in the wetlands, 
or seeing a pair of handsome Hares boxing and gamboling in the Spring.
Orkney's wildlife enjoys the unspoilt environment, the relative lack of disturbance, and ample feeding 
grounds. Stand on any shore, and it is likely that a Seal will find you irresistibly interesting... if you 
whistle or walk on it may very well swim along in time with you. Or see them hauled out on pleasant  
days wherever rocky skerries provide them with space to bask lazily.

The unique tie between Northern Canada and the men of Orkney
Ever since the establishment of the world's oldest commercial enterprise, The Hudson Bay Company, 
in 1640, its London based administrators knew full well the type of people they would need to man its 
isolated outposts among the natives in far off British North America. 
 
For over 400 years, its ships, laden with goods for sale to the natives of the far North American 
Arctic, regularly stopped over at Orkney on their way to Hudson Bay, to pick up “factors”, young 
Orkney men, who singularly had the stamina and spiritual strength to fulfill their 10 year contracts 
with the Company in a selfless and determined manner.

Often these men would fulfill their duties as Mayor, Priest, Merchant and Government agent in 
isolated posts unknown to any but a few.  The Hudson Bay Company could never have operated its 
vast commercial empire without them.  Were these men merely renewing an ancient tradition? 

When Orcadians speak of "Scotland", they are talking about the land to the immediate south of the 
Pentland Firth, Sutherland. When Orcadians speak of "the mainland", they mean Mainland island, 
Orkney. They are emphatic that tartan, clans, bagpipes and the like are foreign traditions from the 
Scottish Highlands, and are not a part of the islands' indigenous Pict culture.
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ALBANN WEST
Farley Mowat, renowned Canadian Author and Researcher, should be given a great deal of credit for 
his amazing research into surviving evidence of an Orcadian presence in Canada's eastern Arctic. 
He has documented remains of stone longhouses that measure exactly fifty feet in length, which are 
definitely not of Inuit or Viking design.  Further investigation of existing Orkney houses built in the 
old traditional manner, have corroborated his theory that these structures were indeed of Orcadian 
origin.  The absence of any sign of a roof fits the unique Orcadian practice of fitting a hull of an 
(older) 50 foot ship inverted on the wall structure to form a sturdy, perhaps seasonal roof for any 
properly sized wall structure.  This structure would allow these hardened voyagers to overwinter in 
comfort in these harsh Sub-Arctic conditions, not so dissimilar from that of Orkney. 

A reconstruction of an Orcadian Longhouse from existing stones found on site on Paniok Island, near the 
mouth of the Payne River on the western shore of Ungava Bay. 

Boat-roofed homes remain traditional for Orcadians such as this one located near Kirkwall.  Further 
evidence of an Orcadian presence in North America includes several Christian artifacts dated before 
1200AD, found among the Inuit of Baffin Island, a date 350 years after Christian Orcadians settled in 
Tulli, and about 200 years before Norway was fully Christianized.
Many Pict Monks from the Hebrides and Orkney were known to have become dedicated missionaries, 
who  suffered  extreme  hardships,  while  committing  their  lives  to  bring  Christianity  to  both 
Scandinavian and Inuit peoples, and often overwintering in the Faroes, Tulli and even Cronx.  
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Orcadian Walrus hide ocean going Sailboat (50' by 15')

Early Orcadians were the first  seafarers to use Walrus hides as vessel  coatings.   Its  toughness 
allowed them to sail throughout the Arctic islands in search of Walrus, and to locate trading partners 
as far  west  as Ungava Bay and Baffin  island.   Their  vessels  were superior  to  any other on the 
northern seas for 2,000 years.  They traded with the Dorset Eskimos, until they were decimated by the 
aggressive  newcomer  Thule  Inuit  from Eastern  Siberia.  These  hostile  visitants  were  fleeing  the 
agents of the Czars of Imperial Russia.  A warming of the north  opened up routes eastward, where a 
less aggressive race of Eskimo were easily overcome and annihilated.

When they met the Orcadian Walrus traders near Baffin Island, they were in no mood to do any 
business with these other white Europeans.  The Walrus trade in the eastern Arctic of North America 
dried up with the disappearance of the Dorsets.  Eventually, these new Inuit drove out or annihilated 
the  Norse  settlers  in  southern  Groenland.  The  Picts  from  Orkney  settled  in  Tulli  at  the  most  
comfortable  coves  and  inlets,  where  they  hunted  Walrus,  Seal,  nesting  sea  birds,  and  brought 
domestic animals to raise in the rich green valleys of the south.  No other race knew of their presence 
on Tulli until Vikings from the Hebrides happened on them in the 800s AD.  Word spread fast.

It was not long before Viking slavers from western Norway and the Hebrides began hunting them 
down, as they were highly prized in the Mediterranean world as slaves.   The Vikings gave them 
demeaning names, and fabricated stories of finding vacant villages, Brochs and settlements ripe for 
the taking.  The truth is - those first people, called “Westmenn” by the Norse, were treated with no 
respect,  and were simply regarded as booty,  to be shipped off  to the southern slave centres of 
Belfast and Dublin, for transhipment to the Mediterranean.  Today's Icelandic population rejects the 
idea there were previous settlements before the Vikings came.

The Vikings disparagingly described them as “Skraelings”,  dwarfs,  not fit  to live alongside other 
people.  The truth is, they were hardy adventurous Picts from Orkney, who were taller than Celts and 
whiter skinned than most other races.  Rather than admit to a horrendous slavery operation by their 
ancestors, Christian Icelanders today have cleansed their past with fictitious stories of empty lands 
that they happened on by chance.  Nothing could be further from the truth. How long will it take the 
more disconnected countries of the world to realize the wondrous accomplishments of those early 
Pict farfarers? Today, as lines of visitors are shepherded through the National Parliament buildings of 
Canada every summer in Ottawa, they are reminded by trained guides that the first Europeans who 
visited northern Canada were Vikings.  My guess is that it might take another fifty years before the 
truth is finally admitted in the corridors of power in Ottawa.
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A Time -Line of Orcadian History
BC Event

12,000 Basques follow herbivores into northwest plains (dried up North Sea) 
10,000 Hunters overwinter in Orkney in partially underground 'Weems'
8,000 The last Ice Age ends with a total rise of 400 feet in ocean levels
7,000  Northwestern European peninsula becomes the British Isles 
3,800 The Knap of Howar built & occupied on the island of Papa Westray 
3,400 Earliest structures at the Barnhouse Settlement 
3,300 Earliest structures built on the Ness of Brodgar. 
3,200 Early buildings at Skara Brae. 
3,150 Orcadians slaughter local walrus for their tusks & become wealthy
3,000 Standing Stones at Stenness constructed. 
2,800 The chambered tomb of Maeshowe constructed 
2,600 Construction of Ring of Brodgar. 
2,300 Germanic 'Beaker People' introduce Bronze tools throughout Albann
2,000 Phoenicians find tin in the “Tin Isles”& begin trading with natives
1,000 Greeks trade with 'Albiones', introduce their alphabet, culture & iron
800 Halstatter Celts enter southern Pretania in waves with iron technology
500 Orcadians overwinter in Uuross & Tulli.
400 LaTene Celts enter southern Pretania with advanced iron technology
330 Pytheas of Massilla visits Orkney & Tulli on a voyage of discovery
250 Orcadians establish permanent settlements in Uuross & Tulli.

100 - 0AD Massive program to construct 100 identical Brochs throughout Albann
55 & 54 Julius Caesar raids Pretania & exacts a continuing tribute to Rome.

AD Event
43 - 78 Claudian 35 year invasion of Pretania, ends with conquest of Cymru. 

78 Agricola crosses Humber River, meets 'Caledonian' mounted scouts
82 Agricola leads 5 Legions into northern Albann.
83 Romans retreat from northern Albann, never to return.
84 Orcadians send envoy to Agricola to offer alliance against Caldedonians

86 - 410 Picts engage with Romans.  Northern Albann is untroubled
300 - 800 Pict culture dominates Orkney, Shetlands, Uuross & Tulli.

325 Cumbric becomes universal language in Albann, including far north.
363 Theodosius leads Roman naval expedition to Orkney
383 Picts break through Hadrians Wall. Germans raid east coast of Pretania
410 Romans quit Pretania. Picts claim sovereignty over pre-Roman Albann
450 Picts come under attack from northern Celts and Angles.
545 Brud Mauur returns Orkney into Albann Empire.  Takes hostages.
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550 Brud Mauur guarantees St. Columba's missionaries safety in Orkneys
565 Brud Mauur grants safe passage to Gaelic missionaries through Orkney
566 Gaelic Christian missionaries introduce Gaelic to northern Isles
580 Sub king Aed of Dalriada subdues Orkney pirates for Brud Mauur
650 The Norse begin venturing westward in their long boats
682 Brud Beli reconquers Orkney/Shetlands, drives out Gaelic missionaries
700 Norse traders reach Shetland and Orkney
729 Onnus I attempts to recover Orkney & Shetlands. His fleet is destroyed
800 Norn replaces Cumbric as language spoken in northern Isles
825 Norse kidnap Pict women, start colony in north-west Tulli.
850 Norse control most of northern Albann incl. Orkney & Shetlands
890 Norse Vikings occupy all of Tulli (Iceland)
1115 Saint Magnus martyred
1137 Saint Magnus Cathedral construction begun
1468 Orkney is ceded to Scotland
1500 English replaces Norn in Orkney

Battle of Stamford Bridge by Peter Nicolai Arbo

The Battle of Stamford Bridge took place at the village in Yorkshire, England on 25 September 1066, 
between an Anglo-Saxon army under King Harold Godwinson, and an invading Norwegian force led 
by King Harald Hardrada of Norway and the English king's brother, Tostig Godwinson. After a horrific 
battle, both Hardrada and Tostig along with the majority of the Norwegians were killed. Although 
Harold repelled the Norwegian invaders, he was defeated and killed at Hastings less than three weeks 
later. The significance of this battle to Orkney is - Orcadians fought in this battle for Norway. 

 
Page 49



The Shetlands 

Between Picts and Norse

  

 

Picts, Norse, Brochs, Ponies and Shelties
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Shetland (spelled Zetland until 1970 (Old Norse Hjaltland); is an archipelago belonging to Scotland, 
off the northeast coast. The islands lie to the northeast of Orkney, 170 mi from the Faroe Islands, and 
form part of the division between the Atlantic Ocean to the west and the North Sea to the east. The  
total area is approximately 566 sq mi. Administratively, the area is one of the 32 council areas of 
Scotland. The islands' administrative centre and only burgh is Lerwick. The largest island, known as 
"Mainland," has an area of 374 sq miles.

Prehistory
Firm  geological  evidence  shows  that  at  around  6100  BC,  a  Tsunami  caused  by  Ocean  bottom 
disturbances due to an overly active North Sea Rift hit Shetland, as well as the rest of the east coast 
of Scotland, and may have washed over some of the Shetland 
Islands completely. Shetland has been populated since at least 
3400  BC.  The  early  people  subsisted  on  cattle-farming, 
agriculture, fishing and sealing.
During the Bronze Age, around 2000 BC, the climate cooled and 
the population moved to the coast. During the Iron Age, many 
stone  fortresses  were  erected,  some  ruins  of  which  remain 
today. By the end of the 3rd century AD, Brythonic Celtic had 
largely  replaced  the  pre-Celtic  GerDumanic  Pict  language. 
Around  AD  297,  Roman  sources  described  the  Picts  who 
populated the Shetland islands as the Phocaii (the seal people). 

Impressive Brochs (stone watchtowers and refuges) over 40 feet high were built on every vantage 
point in both the Orkney and Shetland archipelagos as nowhere else on earth, to keep watch for 
uninvited guests. Some of the most impressive inlaid stone works in the world are found on these 
islands. Due to the practice, dating to at least the early Neolithic, of building in stone on the virtually 
tree-less islands, Shetland is extremely rich in physical remains of these periods. 

Page 51



The Albann Era 

The Orkney and Shetland Islanders were a 
very  tough,  independent,  proud  and 
resourceful people. They made their living 
from fishing,  sealing,  trading and piracy. 
There was nothing advantageous for them 
to  join  in  a  union  with  the  southern 
mainland of Albann.

Nevertheless, Brud Mauur forcibly brought 
the Orkney and Shetland islands into the 
Albann  Empire  in  650AD,  and  took  the 
Orkney  King's  children  as  hostages  to 
ensure his  obedience and loyalty.  During 
his  565AD  visit,  Columba  asked  Brud  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  his  Christian 
missionaries in their travels to the Orkney 
&  Shetland  Isles,  and  beyond.  Brud,  in 
turn,  ordered  the  Orkney  sub-king  to 
guarantee their safety. 

When Brud became aged, the islanders revolted, and returned to their old piracy ways. In 580AD, 
Brud sent the new Scottish war fleet north in a successful punitive expedition to bring them back into 
line, resulting in a bitter Orcadian enmity towards the Scots. In the mid 700s, Gaelic monks traveled 
again  to  the  Orkney  and  Shetlands  to  introduce  Christianity  to  the  islanders  but  were  largely 
shunned.  Even the Northern Isles, the Orkneys, Shetlands, and the Faroes were visited by Gaelic 
speaking monks before the Vikings came.  The  "Papar"  (from Latin  papa,  via  Old Irish,  meaning 
"father" or "Pope" came to mean Irish and Scottish monks in the north. They were instrumental in the 
spread  of  Christianity  throughout  Albann,  Anglo-Saxon  England,  the  Frankish  Empire,  and 
Scandinavia during the 6th, 7th and 8th centuries.

The Norwegian Era 
By the end of the ninth century, Norse Vikings shifted their attention from plundering to invasion, 
mainly  due  to  the  overpopulation  of 
Norway  in  comparison  to  resources  and 
arable land available elsewhere. The Norse 
colonized  much  of  northern  Scotland, 
Shetland, Orkney, the Hebrides, the Isle of 
Man,  Faroe  Islands,  Iceland,  Greenland 
and  briefly,  North  America.   In  the  early 
ninth century, Norse raiders, then settlers 
began  arriving  at  the  North  Sea  islands. 
The  Pict  inhabitants  had no love  for  the 
southerners, so they joined the Vikings in 
their  raids.  The  Gaelic  Papars  were 
executed  or  sent  packing  by  the  pagan 
Norse.

The Norse tended to follow a northern route to the islands and less populous places whereas the 
Danes went westward to more populated areas such as England Normandy and the Frankish Empire; 
The Swedes went east, colonizing Finland, the Baltic coast and Russia.  Shetland was colonized by 
Norwegian  Vikings  in  the  9th century.  The  colonizers established their  laws and language.  That 
language evolved into the West Nordic language "Norm", which survived into the 1800s. The Orkney 
and Shetland Isles became gathering centres for Norse raiding of the Albann coasts. 
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                                            Conflict with Norway                         

In  1194  when king   (ca  1145  -  1202)  ruled  Norway and   was Earl  of  Orkney and  Shetland,  the 
Lendmann  Hallkjell  Jonsson  and  the  Earl's  brother-in-law  Olav  raised  an  army  called  the 
eyjarskeggjar on Orkney and sailed for Norway. Their pretender king was Olav's young foster son 
Sigurd, son of king Magnus Erlingsson.  The eyjarskeggjar were beaten in the Battle of lorvåg near 
Bergen. The body of Sigurd Magnusson was displayed for the king in Bergen so he could be sure of 
the death of his enemy, but he also demanded that Harald Maddadsson (Harald jarl) answer for his 
part in the uprising.

In 1195 the earl sailed to Norway to reconcile with King Sverre. As a punishment the king placed the 
earldom of  Shetland  under  the  direct  rule  of  the  king,  from which  it  was  never  returned.   For 
centuries, the inhabitants of these islands had indulged in piracy of southern settlements, and this 
turn of ownership no doubt offered lucrative and familiar opportunities to adventurous Picts as well 
as Norse. Shetland was Christianized for the second time in the tenth century, when Norway itself 
became Christian.

DNA tests have proved the Pict men were not annihilated when the Norse seized Orkney. Since the 
Pict men of Orkney did not disappear, neither would the men of Shetland. It is very likely over half the 
men on the Shetland Isles (similar to those on Orkney) today, are direct descendants of those first 
Picts who colonized these islands.  In the 14th century, Norway still treated Orkney and Shetland as a 
Norwegian  province,  but  Scottish  influence  was  growing,  and  in  1379  the  Scottish  Earl,  Henry 
Sinclair,  took  control  of  Orkney on  behalf  of  Norwegian  king  Haakon  VI.  In  1348,  Norway was 
severely weakened by the Black Plague, and in 1397 it  entered the Kalmar Union with Denmark, 
which effectively made Norway a Danish province.

The Scottish Era
In  time,  Norway came increasingly under 
Danish  control.  King  Christian  I  of 
Denmark & Norway was in financial trouble 
and, when his daughter Margaret became 
engaged to James III of Scotland in 1468, 
he needed money to pay her dowry.

Apparently without  the knowledge of  the 
Norwegian Riksråd (Council of the Realm), 
he entered into a contract on 8 September 
1468 with the King of Scotland. in which he 
pawned  Orkney  for  50,000  Rhenish 
guilders.

On  28  May  1469,  King  Christian  also 
pawned  Shetland  for  8,000  Rhenish 
guilders.  He  secured  a  clause  in  the 
contract  which  gave  future  kings  of 
Norway the right to redeem the islands for a fixed sum of 210 kilograms (460 lb) of gold.  Several 
attempts were made during the 17th and 18th centuries to redeem the islands but the Scots ignored 
them.  Charles II settled the pawning dispute by a Scottish Act of Parliament on 27 December 1669, 
which officially made the islands a Crown dependency, and exempt from any "dissolution of His 
Majesty’s lands". In 1742, a further British Act of Parliament returned the estates to a later Earl of 
Morton, although the original Act of Parliament specifically ruled that any future act regarding the 
islands status would be "considered null, void and of no effect".  So much for legalities.   
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The Hansa Era
After  the decline of  the Vikings,  four centuries followed where the Shetlanders sold their  goods 
through the Hanseatic League of German merchantmen in Bergen, in Norway, and later directly to 
merchants from Bremen,  Lübeck and Hamburg,  in  Germany.  The Hansa would buy shiploads of 
salted  cod and ling.  In  return,  the island population received cash,  grain,  cloth,  beer  and other 
goods.  The flourishing trade with the North German towns lasted until the 1707 Act of Union between 
England and Scotland, which prohibited the German merchants from trading with Shetland.

Shetland then went into a severe economic depression as the Scottish and local traders were not as 
skilled  in  trading  with  salted  fish.  However,  some  local  merchants  took  up  where  the  German 
merchants had left off, and fitted out their own ships to export fish from Shetland to the Continent.  
For the independent farmers of Shetland this had negative consequences, as they now had to fish for 
these merchant-lairds.  With the passing of the Crofters' Holdings (Scotland) Act 1886 the British 
Liberal Prime Minister, William Gladstone, emancipated crofters from the rule of the landlords. The 
Act enabled those who had effectively been landowners' serfs to become owner-occupiers of their 
own small farms.

The British Era
Many of the employees of The Hudson Bay Company operating out of London, were enrolled from 
the  people  of  the  Orkney and  Shetland  Islands,  as  sober,  reliable  and  trustworthy  people  were 
needed as "factors" to man isolated outposts in the Canadian north-west. Many of Canada's great  
explorers,  such as Simon Fraser and John Thompson,  were from these people.  Generally,  most 
young people had to leave the islands to make a decent living, and the population declined.  Some 
3000 Shetlanders served in the Royal Navy during the Napoleonic wars from 1800 to 1815. In 1861 
there were 32,000 people living in the Shetland Islands. During the Second World War, a covert ferry 
service was established to and from Norway to harass the Germans in occupied Norway. In 2001, 
there was a population of 21,990. Recent vast oil production offshore has improved the quality of life, 
and has halted emigration from the islands.                                                                          

Language
The Pictish language died out during the Viking occupation, and was replaced by Old Norse, which in 
turn evolved into Norn. This remains the most prominent remnant of Norse culture on the islands. 
Almost  every place name in use there can be traced back to the Vikings.  Norn continued to be 
spoken until the 18th century when it was replaced by an insular dialect of Scots also known as 
Shetlandic,  which in  turn  is  being replaced by Scottish  English.  Although Norn  was spoken for 
hundreds of years it is now extinct and few written sources remain.

The Lunnasting Stone
Lunnasting is located in the eastern part of North Mainland, and is where the Lunnasting stone was 
found  in  the  ruins  of  an  old  croft  house.  It  bears  an  inscription  in  Ogham -  an  early  medieval  
alphabet, originating in North Africa. The Lunnasting stone was donated to the National Museum of 
Antiquities of Scotland in 1876. It is printed in the unique - North Briton Cumbric dialect, and is dated 
about  720AD  (before  the  Norwegian  take-over).  The  authour  has  translated  it.   it  reads: 
ettocuhetts  ahehhttann  hccvvevv  nehhtonn in  old  Cumbric.   In  English,  it  reads: 
Again, Let us proclaim a peaceful solidarity with Nehhtonn.

Partial Y-DNA Test Results
Early  Conclusions:  The  ancestors  of  one  family  were  likely  Norse  Vikings  (suggested  by  R1a 
grouping) who settled in Shetland. The DNA signature is very rare. In worldwide DNA databases, the 
largest number of close matches to this family is with the Altai people of Central Asia.  The only exact 
matches in about  100,000 samples are  found in Nepal,  Western Norway and Shetland,  including 
another family with a different surname.
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Shetland Ponies
Perhaps,  the  most  renowned  animal 
associated with the Shetland Islands is the 
Shetland Pony. Shetland ponies originated 
in  the  Shetland Isles.  Small  horses  lived 
on  the  Shetland  Isles  since  the  Bronze 
Age,  and  while  the  roots  of  the  ancient 
wild pony are unknown, it is believed that 
they  originated  from  the  ancient 
Scandinavian  ponies;  the  islands  were 
once physically connected to Scandinavia 
up  until  the  end  of  the  last  Ice  Age, 
approximately 8000 BC.  People who lived 
on  the  islands  domesticated  the  animal 
and  crossed  the  native  stock  with  the 
Celtic Pony, brought to the islands by the 
Celts between 2000 and 1000 BC. Shetland 
ponies  were  later  crossed  with  ponies 
imported  by  Norse  settlers.  The  harsh 
climate and scarce food developed the ponies into extremely hardy animals.

Shetland ponies were first used for pulling carts, carrying peat, coal and other items, and plowing 
farmland. Then, as the Industrial  Revolution increased the need for coal  in the mid-19th century, 
thousands of Shetland ponies traveled to mainland Britain to be  pit ponies, working underground 
hauling coal,  often for  their  entire  (often short)  lives.  Coal  mines in  eastern North America also 
imported some of these animals.  The Shetland Pony Stud Book Society of the United Kingdom was 
started in 1890 to maintain purity and encourage high-quality animals.  In 1957, the Shetland Islands 
Premium Stallion Scheme was formed to subsidize high-quality registered stallions to improve the 
breeding stock.

Shetland Sheep Dogs
The  Shetland  Sheepdog,  also  known as  a  Sheltie,  was 
originally  bred  for  herding  on  the  Shetland  Islands.  
Although it appears to be simply a miniature version of 
the Collie, the Sheltie is actually most likely a mix of the 
Rough Collie and several other smaller breeds.  By 1700, 
the breed was fully developed.  The Shetland Sheepdog is 
an immensely loyal breed. They are lively, intelligent and 
eager to please,  making them easily trainable.  They are 
loving family companions and can be particularly devoted 
to  children  they  are  raised  with  from  puppy-hood, 
although they can sometimes be aloof with any strangers.

As a result of it’s popularity, inbreeding has lead to some 
specimens  tending  toward  timidity,  especially  if  not 
properly  socialized  from an  early  age.  But  in  general,  a  well-bred  Sheltie  is  a  wonderful  family 
companion that craves attention. If  not given enough activity,  they can sometimes find their own 
ways to keep busy, with destructive results.  Shelties have a strong herding instinct and love to work, 
often  chasing  a  variety  of  animals  and  objects.  This  unfortunately  can  lead  to  disastrous 
consequences if they decide to chase a car or follow something across the street. It’s best to keep a 
Sheltie on a leash or within a fenced area to minimize such accidents. They are very active and need 
plenty of room to run; they do best in a home with at least a medium-sized fenced yard, although they 
can be fine in an apartment if they are sufficiently exercised.
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Shetland Cattle 

Shetland cattle have an ancient lineage going back to the Vikings and the cattle they brought over 
between 700 - 1100AD, obviously over the years other bloodlines have gone in to the make up of this 
tough small to medium sized cow.  They are an ideal small farmers cow as they are very hardy and 
can happily live on rough grazing all year round. 
They do not need to be barn-wintered, although 
they will  use any shelter in bad weather as any 
sensible animal will.  They resemble the Holstein-
Frisian  but  are  smaller  and  more  utilitarian, 
recalling  an  earlier  more  utilitarian  animal. 
Coloration  is  predominantly  black  trimmed with 
white.  Black  coats  more  efficiently  utilize  the 
warming effect of a weak sunlight during winter. 
They are excellent mothers with an average of 6 
gallons of milk daily. They rarely have any calving 
problems. Some cows will multi-suckle or become 
house  cows  which  is  what  the  Shetland  Island 
crofters  used  them  for,  especially  during  long 
winter months.  Many a cow kept a whole family 
alive  even  when  no  grazing  was  available  and 
only dried mackerel and seaweed could be found.  
They are a long lived breed well into their teenage years having strong family ties. They will readily 
defend their calves against dogs but are gentle around humans.  It is said  a piece of the owner's 
cloth was tied to the cow's horns when sold on the island.

Broch of Clickimin Broch of Mousa

Skaw, most northerly settlement in Britain Mavis Grind (Old Norse: Mæfeið)
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SHETLAND HISTORICAL TIMELINE 
Year                                     Event

3400 BC First signs of settlement
43 & 77 
AD

Roman authors Pomponius Mela and Pliny the Elder refer to the seven 
islands they call Haemodae and Acmodae.

297 Roman sources mention the Picts
560 Brud Mauur brings the northern Islands into the Albann Empire
565 Columban monks arrive in the northern islands to spread Christianity
720 Lunnasting Stone written in Ogham-encrypted  North British P-Celtic
793 Norse Vikings begin raiding northern islands and coasts of Albann
875 Harald Hårfagre took control of the islands

1195 Harald Maddadsson lost the earldom of Shetland; the islands are put 
directly under the Norwegian king

1379 Scottish Earl, Henry Sinclair, took control of Orkney on behalf of the 
Norwegian king Håkon VI Magnusson

1397 A weakened Norway becomes a Danish colony under the Kalmar Union
1469 Christian I pawned Shetland to the Scottish king James III
1700-1760 Smallpox hit the islands.
1700s Norn language gradually dies out
1707 German merchants loose trading rights in Shetland with Act of Union
1708 Capital moved from Scalloway to Lerwick
1812-15 3,000 Shetlanders enlist in the Royal Navy during Napoleonic Wars
1861 Population grows to 32,000 inhabitants
1880s William Gladstone freed the serfs
1940 Shetland bus established by Special Operations during WWII.
1961 Population shrinks to 17,814 inhabitants
1969 Shetland marks 500 years under both Norwegian and Scottish rule

1975 Lerwick Town Council & Zetland County Council merged to Shetland 
Islands Council

1978 Huge oil terminal in Sullom Voe opened
1980 Emigration slows to a trickle as oil revenues come to the Shetlands.
2001 Population grows to 21,990 inhabitants
2005 Lord Lyon approved the blue & white flag of Shetland as an official flag
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ALBANN'S TWO LOST PROVINCES
Uuross Tulli

The Faroes Iceland
Just  how far  did Albann Picts sail  from the mainland?  We know they colonized the “Orkney & 
Shetlands,  but  did  they colonize  the  Faroes  &  Iceland?  The  Shetland Islands  are  their  closest 
populated neighbour. 

Clue No 1: The Gaelic name for the Faroe Islands,  Na Scigirí  refers to the Eyja-Skeggjar (Island-
Bearded ones), a nickname given to the previous island dwellers, who were Picts.  
Clue  No  2:  Recent  DNA analyzes  revealed  Y-DNA chromosomes  are  87%  Scandinavian.  These 
studies also showed that MT-DNA is 84%  Pict/Irish.  This is very similar to the results in Iceland. 
Conventional  history records the settlement of  both Iceland and the Faroes consisted of  Norse-
Gaelic males, West Norse males and captured Pict/Irish women. These DNA statistics verify a 13% 
male Pict presence on the islands, which one would expect if they were not annihilated by the early 
Norse-Gael settlers, which is unlikely as they would have been relied upon for expert advice.
Clue No 3:  Beach in Breton Celtic is  Faou (Note the similarity to Faroe),  This word is a result of 
Pict/old Celtic mixing, and is Pict since the old Celtic word for beach was trâgô.  Beach in Icelandic is 
fjara, pronounced Fiara.  Icelandic and Faroese languages are derivatives of a West Norse dialect, 
mixed with mostly Pict and some Gaelic.   Beach in old Norse was möl, in modern Norse it is strand,  
in Irish it is cladach.  So fjara and faou do not have their roots in either Norse or Irish.  We are left 
only  with  Pictish,  leaving  us  with  the  distinct  probability  that  Faroes is  a  Pict  name,  and  was 
originally spelled Uuros in the Pict fashion.
Some historical facts that substantiate an Orcadian presence on Iceland:
(a) An Orcadian megalithic stone culture built monoliths, circles and magnificent burial chambers 
rivaling  those  of  Stonehenge,  which  reached  its  zenith  between  3,000  and  2,700  BC.   Those 
structures at Brodgar, Bookan and Maeshowe required millions of man hours of labour to build. 
(b) In his epic voyage of discovery in 330BC, Pytheas wrote of how the Orcadians showed him the 
way to the “Bird Islands” Uuross (pronounced Faeroes), then on to “Tulli” or Thule (Iceland), a great 
island, five days sailing northwest of Orkney, where Walrus, Narwal, white bears, and other wild life 
existed beyond counting.  The Orcadians showed him the great active volcanoes in the north and the 
verdant poplar and fields on the southern coast.  So the Orcadians were very familiar with the island. 
Pytheas recorded the Orcadians had over-wintered there.
(c) The source of Orcadian wealth  was ivory from the tusks of Walruses, which had earlier existed in 
countless numbers from the Bay of Biscay north, around all the northern shores of the Arctic Ocean. 
Walrus tusk ivory was so valuable, it was rated the equivalent value of gold, in weight.
(d) As the numbers of Walrus disappeared in southern waters, Orcadians traveled ever farther afield 
to  obtain this resource.   There are  still  traces of  their  stone lodgings in  Greenland,  and on the 
Canadian mainland on Ungava Bay, which are different in design to the later Viking structures.
(e) Orcadian boats used Walrus hides for coating, which was far superior to the ox-skin used by early 
Irish sailors  (It was also a favourite material for shields).
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History of the Faroes
Early  History:  Conventional  history  of  the 
Faroes  is  not  well  known,  People  from  the 
Hebridies are recorded as settling there as early 
as the late 5th century,  introducing sheep and 
goats  to  the  islands,  although  the  records  of 
Pytheas  prove  Orcadian  Picts  were  the  first 
inhabitants, dating as early as 1,000 BC.  Saint 
Brendan, an  Irish  monastic  saint,  who  lived 
around 484–578AD, is recorded as visiting the 
Faroe Islands on two or three occasions (512-
530AD), naming two of the islands Sheep Island 
and Paradise Island of Birds. 
About 650AD, Norse settlers from Shetland and 
Orkney, (who were no doubt blended with Pict) 
and  Norse-Gaels  from  the  areas  surrounding 
the   Hebridies  of  Albann  settled  the  islands 
along with Pict and Irish female slaves, bringing 
the  Old Norse language  to  the islands;  which 
evolved  into  the  modern  Faroese  language 
spoken today. Those early settlers did not come 
directly from Scandinavia.
The Faroes are half way between Scotland and 
Iceland.  Later,  when  the  Vikings  colonized  the 
islands  in  earnest,  there  was  a  considerable 
increase in  the population.  However,  it  did  not 
exceed 5,000 until the 18th century. Around 1349, 
during the little ice age, about half of the islands' 
people died of the  Black Death  plague.  One of 
the unwelcome immigrant species brought there 
by man was the Norway rat.

Emigrants  who  left  Norway  to  escape  the 
tyranny  of  Harald  I  of  Norway  settled  in  the 
Faroes about the end of the 9th century. Early in 
the 11th century,  Sigmundur Brestirso – whose 
clan had flourished in the southern islands but 
had been almost exterminated by invaders from 
the northern islands – escaped to Norway and was sent back armed to take possession of the islands for Olaf  
Tryggvason, King of Norway.
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 Torshavn, seat of government  Servagur on the island of Vagoy
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History of Iceland

According  to  Landnámabók,  the  Norwegian  settlement  of  Iceland  began  in  AD874,  when  the 
Norwegian chieftain, Ingólfur Arnarson, became the first permanent Norwegian settler on the island. 
Orcadian Picts had visited the island much earlier and there were permanent settlements, especially 
in the southeast. They called it Tulli (pronounced Tilli ), from the combination of Cumbric, Tula (fire) 
and  Lli (ice).  Their  prior  presence,  although proven by archeological  digs,  is  not  recognized by 
Icelandic government institutions.  

Page 60



Over the centuries, people of Norse & Gaelic origin settled in Iceland. From 1262 to 1918 it was part 
of the Norwegian and later the Danish monarchies. Until the 20th century, the Icelandic population 
relied largely on fisheries and agriculture. In 1994, the nation became party to an agreement that 
established the European Economic Area, thus allowing it to diversify from fishing to economic and 
financial services. Iceland has a free market economy with relatively low taxes compared to other 
OECD countries, while maintaining a Nordic style welfare system providing universal health care and 
tertiary education for its citizens. In recent years, Iceland has been one of the wealthiest and most 
developed nations in the world. In 2010, it was ranked as the 17th most developed country in the 
world by the United Nations' Human Development Index, and the fourth most productive country per 
capita.  In  2008,  the  nation's  banking  system systematically  failed,  causing  significant  economic 
contraction and political unrest.
Iceland is a technologically advanced society. According to  Freedom of the Press, Iceland has the 
most free press in the world, although a controversial ban on pornography (publication of which is 
punishable by up to six months in jail) has dented the country's reputation as a press freedom haven. 
Icelandic culture is founded upon the nation's predominantly Norse heritage. Most male Icelanders 
are  descendants  from Western  Norway.  Most  female  icelanders  are  descendents  of  Pict  &  Irish 
settlers.  Icelandic,  a  North  Germanic  language,  is  closely  related  West  Norwegian  dialects.  The 
country's  cultural  heritage  includes  traditional  cuisine,  poetry,  and  medieval  Icelanders'  sagas. 
Currently, Iceland has the smallest population among NATO members and is the only member with 
no standing army.

A relic from the world's last ice age, this North Atlantic Island is a landscape of knife-cut valleys,  
gargantuan fjords,  monumental  cliffs,  black sand beaches,  thundering waterfalls and huge white 
glaciers.  Iceland was the last European country to be settled. The language and culture of Iceland is 
predominantly Scandinavian  but  there are  traces of  Pict/Celtic  influences in  the poetry,  in  some 
personal names and in the appearance of Icelanders.                                                                     Page 61

 Nesjavellir Geothermal Power Station

 Great Geysir in Haukadalur Replica of  Osvör, an old fishing village

Akureyri is the largest town on Iceland



The Greek Discovery of “TULLI”
(modern spelling = Thule) (Pronunciation = Tilli).

Pytheas  of  Massalia (4th  century  BC),  was  a  Greek 
geographer and explorer from the Massalia (modern day 
Marseilles).  He  made  a  voyage  of  exploration  to 
northwestern  Europe  at  about  325  BC.  He  traveled 
around and visited a considerable part of Britain. Pytheas 
is  the  first  person  on  record  to  describe  the  Midnight 
Sun, polar ice, Germanic and possibly Finnic tribes. He is 
the one who introduced the idea of distant Thule to the 
geographic imagination. His account of the tides is the 
earliest to state they are caused by the moon.  He did 
admit  he  was taken to  the  Faroes  & Tulli  by Orcadian 
Walrus Tusk traders. Once there, they circled the island, 
and even sailed one day north of Tulli, until the pack ice 
forced them to return.
Pytheas  asserted  that  he  explored  the  whole  northern 
region of Europe as far as the ends of the world.  What he 
meant by the end of  the world was the most  northerly 
part of the Pretanic Isles.  There, the circle of the summer 
tropic is the same as the Arctic Circle. Modern historians 
believe Pytheas was the first explorer to arrive there and 
tell  of it.   Tulli  was described as an island of six days' 
sailing north of Pretania (which was correct for Iceland), 
near the frozen sea (pepēguia thalatta).  Pliny the elder 
added that it has no nights at midsummer when the sun 
is  passing  through  the  sign  of  the  crab  (summer 
solstice), a reaffirmation that it is on the Arctic Circle.  
Pytheas crossed the waters northward from Berrice,  in 
the north of the Pretanic Isles, but whether to starboard or straight ahead is not known. From the  
time of the Roman Empire all  the possibilities were suggested repeatedly by each generation of 
writers: Iceland, Shetland, the Faroe Islands, Norway and later Greenland.   Pytheas sailed northward 
with the intent of locating the Arctic Circle and exploring the "frigid zone" to the north of it at the 
extreme of the earth. He did not know the latitude of the Arctic circle in degrees. All he had to go by 
was the definition of the frigid zone as the latitudes north of the line where the celestial Arctic circle 
was equal to the celestial Tropic of Cancer.

The ancient Greek view of the heavenly bodies on 
which  their  navigation  was  based  was  imported 
from Babylonia by the Ionian Greeks, who used it to 
become  a  seafaring  nation  of  merchants  and 
colonists during the Archaic period in Greece. 

Massalia  was  an  Ionian  Greek  colony.  The  first 
Ionian  philosopher,  Thales,  was  known  for  his 
ability to measure the distance of a ship at sea from 
a  cliff  by  the  very  method  Pytheas  used  to 
determine  the  latitude  of  Massalia,  with 
trigonometric ratios.

                 Encounter with “pan” drift ice 
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TIMELINE OF ICELANDIC HISTORY
BC                                                Events

3,000 BC Orcadians establish Walrus harvesting facilities at Uuros (Faroes) & Tulli (Iceland)

500 BC Orcadians overwinter on Faroes, Tulli (Iceland) and Cronx (Greenland)
325 BC Greek explorer, Pytheas,  reports Orcadians were overwintering on Tulli

AD                                                    Events

550 - 800 Irish and Pict Christian Monks seek isolated retreats in the Faeroes and Iceland
785 - 880 Picts and Irish settle the island 

871 Traditional Record of First Norse settlers arriving (with Pict and Irish women)
1253 Iceland’s Althing voted to give Church law precedence over civil law
1262 Iceland was annexed to Norway
1297 The Church became independent in Iceland as canon law was established
1380 The government of Iceland was taken over by Denmark
1397 Iceland became part of the Kalmar Union 

14th January 1814 Ceded to Denmark (after Kalmar union dissolved)
5th January 1874 Constitution granted, limited home rule realized
1st February 1904 Home rule expanded

1st December 1918 Kingdom of Iceland declared, personal union with Denmark
9th April 1940 German 3rd Reich armed forces invaded and occupied Denmark

May, 1940 British armed forces invaded and occupied Faroes and Iceland
1941 United States armed forces replace British as occupying power in Iceland

31st December 1943 Act of Union with Denmark expired (after 25 years)
20th June 1944 Republic of Iceland declared

1946 Allied (US) Occupation Force left Iceland
30th March 1949 Iceland joins the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

5th May, 1951 Iceland signs a defence agreement with the United States for duration of the cold war
1951 - 2006 The Iceland Defense Force was a military command of the United States Military

1970s Cod wars broke out with Briton after Iceland unilaterally extended its fishing zone
1994 Iceland enters European Economic Area

30th September 2006 Last U.S armed forces personnel departed Iceland
2008 Russia bailed out a bankrupt Iceland by granting it a huge loan at a very low interest rate
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  THE PICTS OF ALBANN
 

 Lychnis Alba (Evening lychnis)
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The Picts of Albann were the last society on earth to use War Chariots
They were an equestrian society, who loved their ponies and kept them long after Chariots 

disappeared in mainalnd Europe.



WHERE DID THE PICTS ORIGINATE?
No one has determined for certain where the Picts obtained their unique language.  However, some of 
their ancient words give us a clue as to the linguistic influences that shaped their language.  For 
instance, their greatest stronghold, south of Aberdeen, was called “Dunn-ottar”.   Its name would 
have been significantly Pict mainstream.  Dun is an old German term for “town”, which became a 
favourite Pict term for “fort”.  Ottarr is an old Scandinavian term for “Fearless Warrior”.  Together, 
these composite words imply a north-German connection, which cannot be dismissed.  

The Pict power centre, Moray, may have been an outgrowth of the Orcadian culture, which probably 
originated  in  western  Norway.   Another  significant  linguistic  connection  is  to  the  Baltics  in  the 
remarkable similarity to  the Uralic language;  Estonian. Tallinn,  Kesklinn &,  N  õmme  ,  in Estonian, 
strongly resembles  Nehhtonn and  Cinnidd in Pictic.  Praha in Czech uses an 'H' for the 'G' sound 
similar to  Nehhtonn.  This  philological connection could be the result of the Beaker peoples, who 
originated  in  north-east  Europe,  or  of  the  influence  of  an  earlier  pan-Scandinavian  Finnic/Ugric 
people who made it to northern Britain before they were displaced in Norway and Sweden by the 
Norse. The following section is extracted from "The Nordic Race" by Richard McCulloch.  

"Aboriginal Northwest European Sub-races”
(Descendants of the first people to settle in Northern Europe at the end of the last ice age, during the  
Upper Paleolithic period circa 8,000 B.C.)

1.  (a)  Borreby sub-race  (named  after  Danish  island  site  where  Paleolithic  remains  were  found;  
principal element in Denmark, southwest coast of Sweden, northern Germany, the Rhineland and the  
Ruhr, majority element in Wallonia).

(b) Brünn sub-race (named after Paleolithic site near Brno, Czech Republic; predominant element in  
western Ireland)

2.  Nordic (Descended from Proto-Nordic Danubian Neolithic farmers of the Danube valley whose  
expansion into northwest Europe circa 3,500 B.C. is probably associated with the spread of Neolithic  
agriculture and the Indo-European language.)

(a)  Hallstatt or  Österdal (named after Austrian site where remains were found, and in a Norwegian  
valley near Oslo; predominant element in Sweden and Southeastern Norway, common in Denmark,  
Western Finland, Eastern England and Northern Germany).

(b) La Tene Celtic type (predominant element in Flanders, majority in the Netherlands and Northern  
and Western Switzerland, primary element in England, Eastern Scotland and in Southwest Germany,  
common in Wales and Ireland; ancient Franks and Northern Celts were of this type)."

       Two Beautiful Pict sisters with ancestry in Country Tyrone, Ireland  
                               Page 65
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Picts and Their Red Hair
Those,  who  inhabited  Britain  for  about  6,000  years  before  the  Celts  arrived,  spoke  a  proto 

Germanic dialect  that  linguists  believe  was  an  early  western  offshoot  of  the  "Indo-European" 
language group, being a proto-Nordic culture, and was dominant in North Britain until 900AD.  

Red Hair: The author has been advised by people from Ireland that everyone there knows Irish Red 
Hair came from Albann.  When the Irish first saw the Picts, they called them “Cruithni”, (the Creators). 
They must have been impressed.  The Picts were the only group of people, who both early Greeks & 
Romans remarked about their red hair.  It has been recorded recently the areas of Aberdeen-shire and 
Angus-shire hold the world's  largest  per  capital  proportion of  people  with  red hair.   In northern 
Europe, red hair is occasional but in Pictish areas, it is very common.

It is clear from place and personal names, Picts spoke a hybrid P-Celtic dialect in historical times. 
However, many of their personal names were clearly Halstatt, tinged with a West Norse syntax. Some 
of their names were entirely non-Celtic, indicating an earlier linguistic input, probably Basque.   The 
Picts were an undetermined mixture of the original stone-age Neolithic peoples from south-western 
Europe  +  Scandinavians  from western  Norway  +  Copper-using  "Beaker"  peoples  from  northern 
Germany + Halstatt and LaTene Celts from northern Europe. The people who settled in the far north 
were a resourceful  people  who had to  be tough to survive in that  environment.  This  toughness 
allowed  them  to  thrive  in  a  harsh  environment  in  semi-isolation,  where  others  perished.   The 
mainstream  cultural  body  learned  this  lifestyle  through  many  centuries  of  living  in  sub-Arctic 
conditions.  Historical Picts had no hesitation in enlarging their gene pool at every social level, and it  
is most likely that was an old tradition in itself - to ensure they obtained the best bloodlines available.

The Greeks and Romans described those peoples as tall, with long arms and legs, pale blonde or 
red hair. This fact is verified by Lady Isabella Augusta Gregory’s description of a Cruithni warrior as 
having “pure white” skin.  They reminded the Romans of Germans, not Celts.  Of course the Romans, 
themselves were relatively short, and were quite self-conscious of it.  Almost any northerners they 
met were taller than themselves. Nevertheless,  their description of the "Caledonians" of northern 
Britain as being reminiscent of Germans rather than Celts bears considerable weight.  Their 8,000-
year exposure to an insipid northern sun resulted in a homogenous tall fair-skinned, Caucasian race, 
similar in features (but not necessarily by blood) to those of Scandinavian peoples. The total number 
of Picts in northern Albann in the 7th century has been estimated to have been about 500,000.

Their  relationship  to  the  north  Germans  and  Scandinavians  was  evident  by  their  physical 
resemblances (reported by Tacitus), and their Germanic/Scandinavian inability to pronounce "W" (i.e. 
Even today, northern rural Scots pronounce Wroid as Froid).  Note: The Germans were universally 
recognized as being physically larger and even more warlike than the Celts. As it is recognized the 
people  who were  called  Albiones,  Orcadians,  Caledonians,  and  finally,  Picts,  were  a  mixture  of 
aboriginals, Germans & Celts. There was a mixture of certain traditions of both founding races.  All 
period chroniclers agreed the Caledonians were different than Brythonic Celts.

There were no Brythonic myths or traditions of ethnic wars against the Celts,  so there was a 
relatively peaceful cultural assimilation of Britons by the Celts, indicated a blending of peoples. The 
mixture that produced the Caledonians was probably something like 95% aboriginal and 5% Celt. 
This would explain the considerable physical differences between them and the shorter Britons.  In 
other Celtic assimilated areas, true Celts formed an aristocracy and ruling class. In that capacity, they 
stood in the forefront of armed opposition to foreign invasions. They bore the brunt of conflicts, and 
they perished in far greater numbers than did the earlier populations.

In Albann, a Pre-Celtic cultural establishment remained in the forefront of power, which broke this 
pattern.  Non-Celtic dynastic names remained prevalent until the 10th century AD. Eventually, Pictic 
names were anglicized,  and were accepted as part  of the fabric of a new Scotland.  Some even 
became “Prime Ministers of Britain.  Sovereigns of Britain are proud to trace their ancestry back to 
Nehhtonn.  Furthermore, many concepts introduced by the Picts are today integral to British culture. 
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Distinct  physical  characteristics,  a  unique  dialect,  and  some  ancient  traditions  of  the  earlier 
inhabitants remained within the blended societies in the north, differentiating them from the pure 
Brythonic kingdoms of the south.  Pure Britons were shorter and mostly had dark hair.  It was the 
society north of  the Firth of  Forth that  came to be known as Picts who formed the Kingdom of 
Albann. They were pre-Celts who enthusiastically adopted La Tene Celtic cultural advances. Their 
inquisitive nature helped them adapt quickly, and their cohesiveness held them together.

Under attack by a vast Roman army, they brought their petty kingdoms under one high King and 
called their unified country,  Albann.  Romans claimed to have first encountered the Caledonians in 
Northumbria, just north of the Humber River, and it was still Caledonians who they met at the Battle 
of Mons Gramineus in northern Albann. That was far too large an area to have been a purely Celtic  
tribe.  Picts loved their horses, and they liked to paint their bodies with sketches of their horses, 
weapons and religious symbols.

The uniquely tribal culture of maintaining tribal independence was the Celt's undoing when facing 
large-scale invasions by masses of Romans, Anglo/Saxons, Vikings, even Picts. However, the Picts 
were different, they cooperated where Celts didn't. Adãmnan wrote that Brud held an Orcadian King's 
children  as  hostages.  This  practice  reflected  a  old  Celtic  tradition  maintained  by  High Kings  in 
Britain, Ireland and Gaul, as a means of insuring the fidelity of their subordinate kings.

Early accounts of Celts tell  us of Petty Kings who were bound by a personal allegiance to an 
overlord, or High King. This overlord had no authority over the lesser King's tribe, but he would help 
the lesser king in times of  war or  famine.  The inferior  king gave hostages to  the overlord as a 
guarantee of his loyalty, and both parties received in turn, services in time of war. The Picts adopted 
this  practice  from  their  Celtic  cousins.  Picts  were  a  blended  people  who  had  the  physical 
characteristics and culture of earlier inhabitants and some of the culture of La Tene Celts. 

It is certain the Picts were an equestrian society, there are many records of their vast numbers of 
ponies, both for war and recreation. Their ponies are still called Celtic Ponies. They actually shrunk 
in size in the north, as large size there was a hindrance to survival.  The reason the Pict's horses and 
cattle were relatively small is there were insufficient cereal crops in Albann to support a considerable 
number of larger sized animals. Tacitus reported the Caledonians had 4,000 pony-hauled chariots at 
the battle of Mons Gramineus, the last war chariots to have fought any Roman army. Tough small red 
Highland  cattle  ran  semi-wild  in  mountainous  areas,  where  they  favoured  browsing  on  leaves, 
heather and twigs rather than on grass as other cattle. 

The last aboriginals to submerge into the Albann mosaic were the Orcadian Shetlanders. By the 
2nd century AD, there were three groups of Picts left in the world, one centred in present day County 
Antrim in north-east Ireland, called Ulladd, one in south-west present-day Scotland called Galloway, 
and the largest, north of the Firth of Forth, called Albann.

Several Scottish historians have stated there are no modern traces of Pict name places left in 
Scotland, which illustrates their ignorance. One name stands out above all others as a distinctive Pict 
place name,  “Pit”.   Much of  Albann was divided into small  farmsteads easily identified with the 
toponym 'pit', which meant a share or portion of land, equivalent to the word baile in Scottish Gaelic.

Pit-names still proliferate in north and eastern Scotland with approximately seven in Sutherland, 
seventeen  in  Ross-shire,  ten  in  Inverness-shire,  one  in  Nairnshire,  twelve  in  Moray,  fifteen  in 
Banffshire, sixty-seven in Aberdeenshire, twenty-five in Kincardineshire, thirty-one in Angus, fifty-
seven  in  Fife  and  Kinross,  one  in  Clackmannanshire,  sixty-nine  in  Perthshire,  and  three  in 
Stirlingshire.

Many fortified hilltops of Iron Age in origin, built and inhabited by the Picts, are found mostly in the 
north. The great trivallate fortress at Burghead in Moray, built in the fourth or fifth centuries, and 
occupied at least for a further five hundred years, was a great Pict naval base.  Fort Dundurn, at the 
eastern end of Loch Tathach (Tay) in western Perthshire, was a typical minor Pict fortress in the 
south.  
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Coastal sites such as Green Castle in Portknockie, on the southern shores of the Moray Firth, and 
Dunnottar, south of Aberdeen, were important naval defensive sites. The biggest site is Tap o' Noth 
near Rhynie which was a central palace for the Northeastern Picts.  Dunkeld in Perthshire was the 
fortress of the Caledonians, along with Roballion, the Rath of the Caledonians, and Shieballion, the 
Fairy Hill of the Caledonians. There were many other Pict fortresses in the south that were eventually 
converted into Roman, Norman, Scottish, Briton and Angle fortified Castles.  It must be remembered 
that before the Roman conquests, the Picts held sway in the entire territory from the Humber River to 
the Faroe Islands and half of Ireland.  The Scots of today are not taught this fact.

Every time the author mentioned Picts to Scots around Glasgow, he was told that the Picts were 
people  of  the  north.   Who  do  they  think  the  Romans  had  in  mind  when  they  built  their  two 
humungous walls, in the south?  Forteviot in Perthshire, where the Water of May joins the River Earn, 
was an unenclosed royal site, which became the centre of the kings of Albann in the early ninth 
century.  Kast I and his brother Onnus II, ruled from there.  Apart from 'pit', another Pict toponym is 
'aber',  the  old  term  for  a  confluence  of  rivers.  Important  sites  such  as  Aberdeen,  Aberlemno, 
Abernethy, Aberfoyle and Applecross all had Pict Royal connections. 'Dol', 'dul' and 'dal' are Pict 
toponyms that describe meadows, dales, and valleys.

"Celtic" ponies were the foundation stock of British equines.
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Albann was divided into pits or sections of land to be used to raise animals or grow food to enable the owner to be 
self-sufficient.  All Celtic societies were farm-based. Similar to today's Europe and North America, there was far more 
land under cultivation centuries ago than there is today. There were no roads as transportation was by river or the  
sea.  Small  agricultural  communities  where  everyone 
was related was the norm.

Most  people  lived  their  entire  lives  within  a  short 
distance  of  where  they were  born.   Horses  were  the 
Picts'  passion.  They  were  used  as  workhorses  when 
necessary but  they were mostly  used as a  means of 
conveyance, and as a status symbol. The Celts brought 
their Ponies over from the mainland of Europe in 800 
BC as they were above all else, an equestrian society.

The cattle  were called "Bos tauros" in  Latin,  and are 
now extinct.  They were of the same stock from which 
the similar Highland cattle of today were derived. This 
name was eventually carried to Canada, as I remember, 
as a child, calling the cattle with a "HERE BOSS" (I had 
no idea what "BOSS" meant). Every farmer had a brood 
cow to be bred in the Autumn, and the Spring foal was raised for Autumn butchering (if it was a male).  Heifers were 
sold to another family as a brood cow.   If a farmer's property was too small to raise cattle, he used a common 
wooded pasturage to raise his animals. The exception being the newborn calf, which was too precious to chance 
being killed by wolves or by misadventure. Chickens, pigs, goats, sheep, dogs, cats, falconry, and bee-keeping had 
their place.  Shelters were  south-facing to provide protection from the north wind, similar to Lanark county today.

There was little use for money as farmers bartered their goods or services with others. Children had their chores to 
do, much as our own Canadian farm families,  lived, up to the 
recent  "automobile"  and  "computer"  ages.  The  farmer's  day 
began  before  dawn,  and  ended  after  dusk,  when  what  little 
artificial light there was came from candles. Clothes were made 
at home as was furniture and tools such as brooms and mallets. 
Specialty  items  were  hawked  by  traveling  salesmen,  whose 
arrival  sparked  great  interest.  Pigs  were  penned  outside  but 
newborn calves, kids and lambs were generally nursed indoors 
and became the responsibility of one of the children.

The  long cold  winter  was  the  major  obstacle  to  overcome  in 
Albann.   Animal  birthing  was  eagerly  anticipated,  as  it  was 
coordinated to ensure arrival in the early Spring. The farmer had 
a  choice of  sire  from amongst  the breeding bulls,  bucks and 
boars in the neighbourhood. Pict society developed into what we 
now call the Scottish clan system. It was based on a need for 
cooperation in isolated communities where survival often meant 
a reliance on one's community.  Each family would donate the 
services of at least one youngster to join the harvest crew, and go farm to farm bringing in the crops.  This tradition  
was still typical of Scottish farms in Ontario in the 1950s.  The author knows this because he participated in those  
chores in the area around Schomberg. In the Autumn & Spring, seaweed and animal manure was spread on gardens  
and fields to improve the soil.   Each village operated as a Co- operative to ensure everyone  survived.                   
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The Children:  A leisurely childhood was unknown to most people except to a privileged few until 
relatively recently.   On the farm,  both boys and girls  were allotted  chores,  which  comprised an 
invaluable education for later on in their lives when they 
would have to teach their own children how to survive.

Some responsibilities of  both boys and girls would be: 
Water the animals,  take cows out of their  over-nighting 
area, bring them back in at night, feed & milk them.  Help 
spread manure, plow the garden in the Spring, and take 
out the rocks.  Plant the vegetable garden, weed it, water 
it,  and gather in the vegetables before frost.   At proper 
times of the year, gather mushrooms, apples, berries and 
other  edible  plants.   Mend  the  stone  fences,  separate 
animals that fight.  Feed the chickens, gather eggs, and 
protect the chicks.  Gather, cut, pile firewood, and keep 
the winter fire going.  Regularly, fetch drinking water from 
the communal well. Snare rabbits in winter; catch salmon 
and trout to supplement the family diet.   Help keep the 
home clean and in good repair.  

Girls would often assist the mother in caring for younger 
siblings, repair and wash clothing, and prepare meals. If a 
girl was so inclined, she could join the local militia also. All 
able-bodied youngsters were potential soldiers in the local 
militia, and could be called upon at any time by the local 
Chief  to  support  the  King  in  a  never-ending  series  of 
skirmishes and battles in defence of the realm. They knew 
the land & they knew its secrets. Village watchtowers were 
manned by children. The discipline within the local militias 
was far stricter than that of the regular army. Time and time 
again,  local  militias  performed  remarkable  feats  of 
endurance, where regular soldiers would have failed. This 
fighting spirit and toughness was carried on into Scottish 
Clan regiments,  which later  became the backbone of  the 
British Regular army.  

The Pict "Hause" Cow: The most valuable animal on a Pict 
farm, and the only unit of exchange for centuries, was the 
cow. Each farmer owned a cow that was brought in every 
night for milking, and its own security. A house cow would 
also  provide  a  steady supply  of  milk,  butter  and cheese 
plus add to the warmth of the one room house during cold 
weather. Dried cow manure flaps were utilized as fuel for 
the fireplace and chinking for insulation.  

During the cold winter months, cows were fed a pulverized mixture of dried mackerel and seaweed. In 
exchange, many a cow kept a Pict family alive over the winter.  Cows were fitted with a piece of 
coloured rag from clothing tied to a horn. In that way, the cow was easily recognizable, it smelled the 
scent of its owners all day, and it felt comfortable. The cow's horns were left intact to ensure it could 
ward off predators. Similar to Musk-oxen, Highland Cattle would instinctively cooperate to drive off 
predators. Mine still do. In Pictish, a cow was "Bok", and in Latin it was "Bos".  The Celts invented 
soap, and they ensured they and their children were antiseptically clean. Children were washed daily 
in cold water.  This healthy lifestyle reduced the incidence of many adolescent sicknesses.  In their 
isolated northern communities, big city diseases were unknown. 

The Romans had their Communal Baths and the Scandinavians had their Saunas - 
but the Celts & Picts were the cleanest – they had their Soap.             Page 70



The Community Smithy
Of all things in a Pict Community that drew young boys and old men alike together in awe of the 

wonders of  technology of  the new Iron Age,  the Village Blacksmith 
shop shone above all  others.  The first  Ferriers were the Celts who 
arrived  in  the  fourth  century  BC,  and  set  up  their  shops  in  every 
community.  Blacksmiths  demonstrated  various  skills  in  the  use  of 
hand tools,  forging,  restoring old farm equipment,  and other  needs 
required on the farm or at the mine site. Soon, Picts too were learning 
the secrets of how to mold the metal and fashion iron tools.  The smell  
of the horses, as they were brought in from near and far to get shod 
and fitted with iron cleats for their hooves, the red hot coal dust and 
the  bellows that  drove  the  temperatures  to  extremes,  watching the 
smithy  fashion  intricate  tools  from bars  of  iron  was  enthralling  to 
everyone.  The blacksmith shop soon became the cultural  centre  of 
every community. The Iron Age had arrived.

Everyone watched as the smithy fashioned yet another marvel of 
iron,  and dropped it  into  the  water  tank  so  it  would  cool  fast  and 
become very  hard.  Sparks  flew  in  all  directions,  steam hissed and 
horses bolted. Sometimes men were called to help control a panicky 
horse. This was exiting! Farmers relied on the Blacksmith to shoe the 
horses, to repair a broken plowshare or wagon, and to fix broken metal tools and equipment. Some 
items a blacksmith made were: plow shares,  door hinges,  chains,  cow bells,  knives,  nails, tools, 
horseshoes, hooks, wagon parts, pots and pans, and tools for the fireplace.

Horses needed cleats to protect the hooves as they worked the fields. The blacksmith shaped the 
shoe to fit the horse's hoof, rasped the hoof, then burned and nailed the shoe on the hoof. The main 
tools of the blacksmith were the forge, the bellows, the hammer and the anvil. Other items in his shop 
included tongs, a tub for water to cool the heated metal, shears, files and grinders. Strong farming 
tools  such  as  iron  axes,  picks,  shovels,  sickles  and  plow  tips  made  land  clearing  and  food 
production faster and more efficient, allowing farmers to cultivate more difficult land. More efficient 
tools in all trades led to more technological advancements, the development of industry and also 
more leisure time. A farmer that worked with an iron plow had more time to devote to his work, family 
or other pursuits. In this way, Iron Age societies flourished with these better tools.

Page 71



Pict War Weapons
The Claymore  -  (Cledd)  a  Celtic style of sword.  It 
resembled a broadsword with one exception: it's big. 
Very, very big. Often as tall as the person wielding it, 
the  Claymore  was  used  two-handed  and  rarely,  if 
ever,  to  parry  an  opponent's  strike.  A swordsman 
using a Claymore sought to strike the first and fatal 
blow. These weapons were so valued that they were 
handed down from father to son for generations, and 
became family heirlooms with family engravings on 
the hilt and scabbard. Typically, the eldest son would 
inherit it.
The Celtic Belly Spear -a rather nasty variation around the general theme of 'spear'. The head 
was covered in backward-pointing barbs and spikes.  In use,  the spear is aimed at the vital 
organs not protected by a skull or rib cage, pushed in as far as it will go, and pulled out again.  
The barbs would tear vital organs on the way out.
The Morningstar Flail - (Serenbor in Pict) a weight attached to a chain or rope tipped with an 
iron head, decorated with curved spikes to cause impaling and tearing instead of bludgeoning 
damage. Not easy to learn to use, they were equally difficult to defend against and often did 
terrible damage to their unlucky targets, very potent when thrown from a speeding chariot.
Blann -  It was first called Caladfwlch, a Welsh word derived from Calad-Bolg, 
meaning "Hard Lightning".  An iron multi-barbed tip for a spear.
War Chariot - (Cerbyd) a two pony-hauled lightweight high-speed conveyance 
that enabled a driver and a fighter to overrun enemy positions. Picts were excellent horsemen, 
and made efficient use of these lethal weapons. The velocity of the charioteer's spear was more 
than double that of a foot soldier.  Pictish chariots were unique in that they were open-fronted to 
allow the driver to go forward and stand on the pole to better control the horses.  This provided 
an opening to Romans, who targeted the driver.
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The Great Pict Fortress of Dunnottar(R)

A natural rock fortress situated on the north-east shore of Albann, it was the primary stronghold of  
Pictish High kings.  It was considered impregnable.  It became the refuge of the High King in times of 
peril.  Hordes of hostiles could not take this place.

The entrance to the fortress would be blocked in times of siege.
It included a Royal residence, separate co-joined apartments, horse stables, a Smithy, a church, a 
secure well, gardens, soldiers barracks, a prison and yes, a torture chamber.  In times when it was 
not under siege, there was a plentiful source of food from local farms and fishermen.  The present 
state of this fortress is an abject humiliation and shame on Scotland.  
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Only one room in the entire complex has been restored to its former glory, and it is magnificent. This 
was obviously a luxurious “country get-away” for royal families and their retinue of servants and 
retainers in times of peace and war.  This place exudes a hallowed presence, a place for High Kings.  
A visit to Dunnottar is like stepping back in time to a glorious period, when Picts were supreme in  
their northern Empire, content that no power on earth was a threat to them.

Restored ceiling of Royal Room at Dunnottar.
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Row of two level apartments, each with a chimney & windows facing both the sea and the courtyard.

Derelict stone buildings that once served Albann High Kings and their families as a sanctuary. 
'Dunnottarr'     meant “Fortress of the Fearless Warrior” in old Norse, a vital precursor to Pictic.  When it 
was Anglicized, the second 'R' was dropped. High Kings took their beloved ponies with them on 
vacation to this place, corroborating the belief Picts were an avid equestrian society.  How do we 
know that? Because there was a large blacksmith shop and stables here. 
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The relics of other buildings at Dunnottar.
The fortress has an aura of luxury & pride in being Pictish.  The work that went into this place is  
unbelievable. The history of Albann is full of accounts of High Kings retreating to here for refuge in  
times of peril.  Dunnottar withstood all the ravages of Viking hordes and Germanic armies.

The Royal courtyard, safe from wind, cannons and prying eyes.  One can only imagine the stories 
and drama these buildings have witnessed.

Page 76



The North Sea side of Dunnottar, showing the inaccessibility of the natural fortress from the sea.
Pre-Christian Pict  Kings believed this fortress was a gift  from Nehhtonn. Nehhtonn was the Pict 
translation of Neptune, Roman god of the sea, and the uniquely Pictish name of several High Kings.

The well lined with wild flowers in October.  A marvel of engineering.  I could not see to the bottom. 
Visiting this place was similar to a religious experience. 
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The nearby beach and location of a former fishing village, where people still go for a visit to the sea.

Approach to Dunnottar, showing the inaccessible fortress.  Here, a few men could hold off an army.
In any other country, this place would be restored and be declared a World Heritage site.  It appears 
present day Scottish governments have a trepidation, when it comes to restoring Pict historical sites. 
Today's young Scots know little about their own history, and that is sad.  The author talked to many 
students  throughout  Scotland,  who  knew  nothing  about  the  Picts,  Albann,  Northumbria,  the 
Orcadians or Strathclyde.                                                                                                                    Page 78



Wildflowers of DUNNOTTAR
The Great Pict Fortress

 on the north-east coast of Albann
 

 

   



 

 

 



 

 

Did Pict soldiers plant some of these flowers here two millennia ago? 

The Tourist Board sign near the entrance.
This is the only expense the Scottish government has put into this privately owned national treasure. 

Dunnottar Castle does not even appear on tourist maps of interesting places to visit. 
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Burghead, ONETIME largest Naval Base in BRITAIN

This is all visitors can see today of the largest Naval Base in the British Isles for centuries

There is a visitor's centre with a few trinkets that were dug up, although nothing has been done to 
restore this once great Pict Naval Base. From this headland, one can scan the horizon with the naked 
eye  from  Inverness  harbour  in  the  far  west  to  the  curve  of  the  shoreline  many miles  towards 
Aberdeen,  in  the  east.   The  Picts  dominated  this  area,  known as  Moray,  due  to  bases  such as 
Burghead and Dunnottar.  This is the only representation of a Pict I saw in all of Scotland.  Note the  
outline of a bull on the sign, which is a facsimile of an original Pict stone etching.  The bull predated  
the saltire cross of Saint Andrew as the national symbol of the Picts. 

13 Ocean-going tugboats lie at anchor outside Aberdeen, centre of the British offshore oil industry. 
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OUR PICT CULTURAL HERITAGE
The Trial  Marriage -  With the negativity of the past thirteen hundred years in covering all  things 
Pictish, it is rather difficult to sift through the falsehoods, and focus on the truths. One Pict custom 
that everyone agrees did endure until it was made illegal by the statutes of Iona in 1616 was the 
"trial" marriage.  A contract was made between two fathers, and a trial marriage between a son of one 
and a daughter of the other took place for a year + a day.  If there was no child or if they could not get 
along, the marriage was proclaimed to be over. It appears to me, that in our newer generations, where 
couples are living together in a "trial marriage", our young people have spontaneously reverted to 
this Pict institution. 
Religious Symbols on National Flags -  Following the Pict lead, all jurisdictions in the British Isles, 
plus Brittany, the Scandinavian countries, Russia, Georgia, Greece, the Vatican, Jamaica, several of 
the States in the USA, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Quebec, plus every country or jurisdiction that 
flies the Union Jack as part  of  their  flag,  and innumerable cities and local  governments plus all 
Islamic countries in the world now fly symbols of their religions. We owe this tradition to the Picts, 
who were the first in AD832.
The Cloak of Shame and The Fiery Cross  -  Unlike Ireland, which is relatively flat, northern Britain, 
with  its  mountainous  geography,  and  far-flung  semi-isolated  communities,  needed  an  efficient 
method of gathering its fighting men quickly in times of peril. The answer appeared in the form of 
"The Cloak of Shame."  The Cloak of Shame was a uniquely Pict device which consisted of the hide 
of a prize Ram sheep, marked with blood, and killed in a ceremony presided over by the Chief Clan 
Druid, and sent by a runner to display throughout the Clan territory as a call to arms. Those threats 
ranged from raids by other clans, to large scale attacks by a host of foreign invaders.  Those who 
disregarded the summons were looked upon as traitors by the Chief and Clan.  The most horrible 
imprecations were called down upon their heads, often expulsion or even execution. Old men cursed 
their  delinquent  sons;  maidens  despised  their  guilty  lovers,  all  members  of  the  Clan  united  in 
heaping shame and abuse upon them.  No excuse was accepted for not responding to the patriotic 
summons.
The first use of a fiery cross was by Constantine, the first Christian Roman Emperor. It became his 
personal standard. When Picts converted to Christianity in the 6th century AD, the fiery cross was 
added to the Cloak of Shame to signify that the call to arms was a religious as well as a patriotic duty 
as the cross was universally viewed with awe and reverence. A Clan was ever on the alert for fear of  
invasion of its territory by an enemy, especially from the fearsome heathen Vikings. Their attacks 
were sudden, unheralded, and accompanied by the burning of houses and villages, and the killing or 
abduction of the inhabitants.
Clan Gregor's secret rendezvous was in Glen Dochart. When 
a threat caused an emergency gathering of the Clan, the Chief 
sent  the  "Fiery  Cross"  as  a  signal  for  all  fighting  men  to 
gather  at  once,  armed  for  conflict.   The  Cross  was  small 
enough to be easily carried in one hand and was fashioned of 
wood chiefly of the yew tree or hazel in the form of a Latin 
Cross. The manner of procedure seemed to vary. Sometimes, 
the ends of the upper and two horizontal arms were set on 
fire and then the blaze was extinguished in the blood of a goat slain for that purpose.   At other times,  
one of the ends of the horizontal  piece was burnt or burning while pieces of the Ram pelt were 
stained with blood and suspended from the other end.
Often, two or more men, each with a "Fiery Cross" in hand, were dispatched by the Chief, who ran in 
different directions shouting the war cry "Ard Choille" (to the high woods). As the runners became 
weary,  the crosses were passed to others.  As each fresh bearer ran at full  speed, the Clan was 
assembled very quickly. To carry the cross was a matter of pride for any participant, and all young 
men of the clan vied for the opportunity to be a "runner". 
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Predestination:   Epitomized by the French proverb, 'Que sera sera'  (whatever will be will be), the 
doctrine of predestination was taught by Druids throughout the entire Celtic word.  When Druids in 
Ireland and Albann were bribed to become Christian Abbots, they took that belief with them within 
the Church.  It became such a significant issue, that in 853 AD, a large Church council was convened 
at Soissons, which condemned the teaching of predestination.
The  belief  in  predestination  flies  against  the  basic  precept  of  Christianity  and  free  will,  in  that  
everyone  is  answerable  for  their  own  actions.   Despite  these  contradictions,  the  firm  belief  in 
predestination is still widespread throughout all areas inhabited by the descendants of the Celts and 
Picts, and has even been included in the accepted doctrines of several other contemporary religions.
Clan Gregor, being principally of Pict descent, and with its widely scattered people, used the "Cloak 
of Shame", then the "fiery cross" more often than did any other clan. I.e. it was recorded as being 
sent out by Alasdair to defend against the Colquhouns in 1603. The ceremony of dedication of a 
combined bloody-cloak and fiery cross, with a ritual send-off by Roderick, Chief of Clan MacAlpin,  
was beautifully described in Sir Walter E. Scott's classic poem "Lady of the Lake", which was a thinly 
veiled transference of Clan Gregor (which was still proscribed at the printing of the poem).
Clan Grant, a Clan Gregor cadet (offshoot), also used the fiery cross to a considerable extent, and 
claims to  have  been the  last  clan  to  use  it  -  in  defence  of  its  principle  castle,  Urquhart,  which 
overlooks Loch Ness, and was originally a great Pict fortress under Albann’s greatest king, Brud 
Mauur.
Beheading     For those who may be skeptical about the enduring survival of Pict traditions, remember 
that beheading was the most shameful of deaths in Pictic society (not in Gaelic). It was reserved for 
those  who  were  held  in  utter  contempt.  Alpin  MacHugh  was  publicly  beheaded  in  837AD  as  a 
shameful retribution for attacking a Pict army on Easter Sunday.
In 1589, the Royal Forester, John Drummond, who summarily hanged two hapless MacGregors for 
poaching, was soon apprehended by our Clan, and beheaded. Oliver Cromwell's corpse was dug up 
by order of Charles II, hung in public, and then beheaded in the Pict fashion. As late as 1820, a James 
Wilson was beheaded on Glasgow Green, for leading a protest march against the rampant starvation 
of the time.
Equality of Women - Pict boys and girls were treated equally, and the girls as well as the boys were 
expected to defend the community in times of peril. Adámnan's wife was horrified to see Pict female 
charioteers using grappling hooks to tear each other apart in battle.
History records that,  uniquely, Pict women chose the fathers of their children from the best men 
available. It took two devastating World Wars to spur Anglo-American women into seeking equality. In 
Canada, we had the Canadian Womens Army Corps (WACs), the Canadian Womens Naval Service 
(WRENs and the Canadian Womens Air Force Service (WAFs).  None of the Axis powers had any such 
services for women.
Gradually, women have gained lost ground and have become equal partners in today's "modern" 
society.  We are just  now in  the 21st  century beginning to emulate  Pict  Societies.  The Canadian 
Forces recently mentioned they now have a front line female Helicopter pilot, many integrated women 
in our Armed Forces, and there have been two front line female soldiers killed by roadside IEDs in  
Afghanistan. If any of the ancient Pict Kings and Warrior Princesses could look down on us today, 
they must be smiling.
The "Clan" Tartan - In 87AD, 300 years before the term "Scot" had been invented, Tacitus described 
the Caledonians as wearing "primitive tartans". That recorded description effectively verifies that 
Picts originated the tartan kilt. The ancients used local vegetable dyes to colour their tartans so the 
warriors of a Clan could tell in the din of battle who were their compatriots. The availability of certain 
dyes determined the colours in the local kilt. Only much later, were certain colours used to denote 
royalty or Clan history. Now, it appears, every province of Canada, plus any family who desires, has 
its unique tartan, emulating the Picts.
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Cattle Calling -  If anyone doubts that we in Anglo-American societies throughout the world have 
inherited Pict culture, here is one that will dispel those doubts. I have questioned people who grew 
up in the 1930s, 40s and 50s from the Annapolis Valley in Nova Scotia to Lanark County in Ontario,  
and without exception, if  they called cattle home at all;  they all  used the common term - "HERE 
BOSS!". 
No one I questioned knew why they used that name, and the startling fact remains - the extinct cow 
the Picts kept, and called in every night was -  Bos Tauru  s   in Latin. The same cattle call Pict boys 
used, has been handed down generation after generation through their Scottish descendants. With 
the advent of public education in Albann, (which was controlled by the Church clergy), every Pict boy 
was taught the Latin name for common terms such as "bos".

Defender of the Faith – In 706AD, Nehhtonn III initiated a remarkable tradition by seizing control of 
the Pictish Church.  He placed himself at the head of the Church becoming “Defender of the Faith”, a 
position and responsibility; which has been handed down through all British monarchs ever since. 
Today, each Monarch of the United Kingdom is solemnly proclaimed as the “Defender of the Faith” at 
his/her coronation ceremony, in the Pict fashion.  This title is also included in every legal contract the 
British sovereign is party to (i.e. Crown Patent Land Grants).

The English term 'Bride' -  The Picto/Celtic father god was Dagda.  His daughter was the goddess 
of fertility, Brigid.  People prayed to Brigid for fertility in all things, animals, crops and even children. 
She was so popular that a reincarnation of her occurred in the form of  an Irish Pict girl from Kildaire, 
Saint Brigid, (451– 525.  She is known variously as Bridgid, Brigit,  Bridget, Bridgit,  Bríd or Bride 
(Breton: Brigitte))  (Irish:  Naomh Bríd).   She is believed by some churches to have been an Irish 
Christian  nun,  abbess,  and  founder  of  several  convents  who  is  venerated  as  a  saint.  She  is 
considered one of Ireland's patron saints along with Saints Patrick and Columba. Her feast day is 
February 1, the traditional first day of Spring in Ireland, which coincided with the feast day of the 
Celtic saint Bridgid of the same name. Our modern term “Bride” was derived from her.  It is uniquely 
Irish, Welsh, Gaelic, Breton and English, whereas the French term is Mariée, and has no connection 
whatsoever with Bridgid.
Note: it must be remembered the Catholic Church went to great lengths to accommodate Pict and 
Irish sensitivities.  Many Druidic institutions were transformed seamlessly into Christian institutions. 
No where else in the world did this peaceful transformation take place on such a scale.

Groundhog Day -  Imbolc was one of the four principal festivals, celebrated among all Picto/Celtic 
cultures, either at the beginning of February or at the first local signs of Spring. Most commonly it is 
celebrated on February 1st, which falls halfway between the Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox 
in the northern hemisphere. 
Originally dedicated to the Celtic goddess Brigid.  With the advent of Christianity, it was adopted as 
St Brigid's Day.  In Albann, the festival was also known as Là Fhèill Brìghde, in Ireland as Lá Fhéile 
Bríde, and in Wales as Gŵyl Fair.  Imbolc was traditionally a time of weather prognostication, and the 
old tradition of watching to see if  serpents or badgers came from their winter dens.  It  was the 
precursor to the North American Groundhog Day. 

Canada's Civic Holiday – August 1  st   -  Calan Onnus was one of the four main festivals of the Pict 
calendar.  It was held on August 1st, the traditional end of the growing season.  Early Celtic calendars 
were based on the lunar, solar, and vegetative cycles -- and the precession of the equinoxes -- so the 
actual calendar date in ancient times may have varied.  It also marked the beginning of the harvest 
season, the harvest of Grain, the ripening of first fruits, and was traditionally a time of community 
gatherings,  market  festivals,  horse races and reunions with distant  family and friends.   It  was a 
favored time for handfastings - trial marriages that would generally last a year and a day, with the 
option  of  ending  the  contract  before  the  new  year,  or  later  formalizing  it  as  a  more  permanent 
marriage.   
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 Brochs
Another defensive tool of the Picts was the Broch. 
Unique to the Picts, brochs were windowless stone 
towers up to and above 40 feet in height. "Broch" is 
a P-Celtic word, and is not in the Irish or Scottish 
Gaelic  dictionaries,  but  is  found  in  the  modern 
Welsh  dictionary  under  "anger".    This  indicates 
that  brochs  were  definitely  used  in  anger  as  a 
defensive lookout and/or  as a refuge from attack. 
There  were  separate  storage  spaces  within  the 
walls to support a long siege.

Over 500 are recorded, usually at prominent coastal 
sites with a good view of the surrounding territory.  
The  walls  were  hollow  with  winding  stairways 
leading  to  the  top.   Some  of  them  were  located 
beside  precipitous  cliffs  and  were  protected  by 
large ramparts.  Carbon dating has placed Brochs 
in the period, 100BC to 200AD. They include some 
of  the  most  sophisticated  examples  of  drystone 
architecture ever created.

Locations of Brochs in Albann        
Brochs were built throughout Albann, especially in the northern and western shores, indicating 
sea borne raiders were a great threat to the inhabitants of those areas long before the Viking 
era.  However, several were built in Argyll (400 years before the advent of the Scots), and some 
were  located  as  far  south  as  the  English  border  area,  indicating  a  common  Pict  culture 
throughout northern Britain.  It is ludicrous to claim Picts never lived in Argyle or the Hebrides. 
In Orkney, there are about a dozen Brochs on the facing shores of Eynhallow Sound, and many 
at the exits and entrances of the great harbour of Scapa Flow.  In Sutherland, many brochs are 
placed along the sides and at the mouths of deep valleys. In 1956, John Stewart suggested that 
brochs were obviously built by a military society to scan and alert the countryside of attack by 
sea; a type of distant early warning system. 
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Picts Who Made A Difference
The MacGregors – This Clan claims descent from Fingon (English spelling), a Pict monk, and a 
grandson of King Grig, and other Pict monks of Glen Dochart in western Perthshire. Fingon made a 
successful trip to Rome to ask Pope Benedict for permission for Pict monks in Glen Dochart to marry 
and procreate, due to so many young men joining religious orders, and becoming celibate.
Perhaps no other clan in Scotland has aroused as much emotion as this, the clan of Rob Roy. Erased 
by  Scottish  historians,  hunted  by Campbell  hounds,  slaughtered  by  Stewarts,  prejudged  by the 
courts, and eulogized by Sir Walter Scott, the British government finally relented in 1774, when at the 
urging of saner minds, my family name was again allowed to be used legally in Scotland.
The  most  outstanding  MacGregor  to  have  gone  to  Canada  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Drummond 
MacGregor of Pictou, Nova Scotia,  who was the 'Godfather'  to all  Gaelic-speaking Protestants in 
northern Nova Scotia, all of Prince Edward Island and southwestern New Brunswick for most of his 
life.  The most famous MacGregor to have served in Russia was Grand Admiral Sir Samuel Greig 
(1735-1788).
The British Royal Navy sent this Naval officer on loan to the Imperial Russian Navy as a Lieutenant,  
under  the auspices of  Catherine the Great.  His  mission was to  modernize the naval  tactics and 
equipment of the Imperial Russian Navy, at that time, in drastic competition with the Swedes and the 
Turks.  By personal courage and skill, he rose rapidly in the ranks, much faster than he would have in 
the Royal Navy.  He commanded the Russian fleet at the battle of Hogeland, where the Russians 
defeated the Swedes and put an end to Swedish ambitions in Europe.
He was mortally wounded in that battle, and was given such a barbarically gorgeous funeral by the 
Empress that it was featured by every newspaper in Europe, except Britain.  He was so successful in 
his mission that he became known as the "Creator of Russian sea power", and a national holiday was 
declared  in  Russia  in  memory  of  him.    However,  in  Britain,  he  has  not  even  appeared  in  the 
Encyclopedia Britannica.
The most outstanding MacGregor to have served in the British army in 
India was Major-General Sir Evan MacGregor of MacGregor, Chief of the 
Children of the Mist, Baronet and 19th Chief of the Clan Gregor, G.C.H., 
K.C.B.,  Governor of Dominica and the Windward Islands (1785-1841). 
Sir Evan married Lady Elizabeth Murray, daughter of the 4th Duke of 
Atholl. 
Sir Evan was wounded in seven places when treacherously attacked, 
with  his  own sword sheathed,  while receiving the surrender  of  Fort 
Talneir in India in 1818: receiving severe wounds in the left shoulder, 
left side, and in two places on his right side-not to mention a sabre 
wound across the mouth, a second right through the nose, and a third 
nearly cut off his right arm above the elbow joint.
The wicket gate had been slammed shut behind him, but his men led by 
Captain  Peter  MacGregor,  had  thrust  in  a  musket  from  outside  to 
prevent  the gate  from closing completely.  They rushed the fort  and 
rescued him, although Captain MacGregor was shot dead.  This picture 
was painted four years later, when Sir Evan at the head of a 'tail' of his 
clansmen guarded  the  Honours  of  Scotland;  and  at  the  great  royal 
banquet in Edinburgh given by King George IV, the MacGregor chief personally proposed the loyal 
toast: 'To The Chief of Chiefs - The King'.
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The  most  outstanding  MacGregor  to  have  served  in  South  America  was  General  Gregor 
MacGregor, Simon Bolivar's "right hand man", he was the grandson of Gregor Glun Dhubh, a 
nephew  of  Rob  Roy.   A veteran  of  the  Napoleonic  Wars,  he  fought  in  such  revolutionary 
sanguinary battles as the second battle of Carabobo in 1821, which decided the fate of a region 
larger  than France  and Great  Britain  combined.  There  are  numerous monuments  in  South 
America to this real hero, none in Britain.

The MacKenzies –  The forefathers of the MacKenzies were originally junior kinsmen and 
vassals of the ancient Beolain Mormaers of Ross.   Among famous 
MacKenzies who went overseas, are Alexander MacKenzie, explorer 
and  factor  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  who  gave  his  name  to 
Canada's  longest  river.   Also  Canadian  Major-General  Lewis 
MacKenzie, an outstanding UN peacekeeper in Yugoslavia who is a 
household  word  in  Canada.   Perhaps  the  most  outstanding 
MacKenzie of all was Field Marshal August von Mackensen, a much 
decorated career officer of the Imperial German Army.

He was the brilliant tactician who commanded the combined German 
and Austrian forces on the Eastern front in 1915,  when his armies 
overran Russian positions, Serbia, and eventually Rumania and the 
Ukraine, causing a total collapse of the Russian front, and effectively 
taking Russia out of the war.

The results of this catastrophic Russian defeat was the disbandment 
of a disgruntled Russian army, allowing the transfer of a little known 
Marxist  agitator  called  Lenin,  who  was  in  German  custody,  into 
Russia;  where  he  led  the  Bolshevik  revolution,  plunging  much of 
Europe into a period of Communism, lasting from 1917 to 1992.

The MacQuarries -  Lachlan  MacQuarrie  did  an  immense  service  to  Australia.  He  was 
appointed Governor of New South "Wales in 1809, transforming it from a penal settlement to a 
thriving colony during his tenure.  He restored order, promoted education, road building and 
exploration.  He also enacted strict Sabbatical rules.  MacQuarrie earned well the title that he 
shared with his rival, John Mac Arthur, as the father of Australia.

The  Grants -  The  clan  has  strong  American  associations.  The 
colourful British General James Grant served as a professional soldier 
in Austria and the Low countries; he went to America during the War of 
Independence.   There, he was closely involved in the capture of Havana 
and St.  Lucia before becoming Governor  of  East  Florida.    A century 
later, General Ulysses S. Grant led the Union forces during the American 
Civil War before becoming the 18th US President.

The  savior  of  the  Union,  Hero  of  the  American  Civil  War,  and  later 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  two terms,  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  was  a  direct  descendent  (on  the  male  side)  of Gregor  Mohr 
MacGregor, who founded the Clan Grant.

Although not publicly recognized as a MacGregor in life,  he certainly 
was in death, as he spent the last months of his life at Mount MacGregor 
Sanatorium.  His body was first buried in the MacGregor Cemetery near 
Saratoga, New York, before being re-interred at a proper National Monument in New York City.
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The MacKinlays - Originally, at least some of the MacKinlays came from the Lennox district 
around Loch Lomond. The name MacKinlay comes from the Gaelic form of Findlayson meaning 
"son  of  Findlay"  or  MacFhionnlaigh  (son  of  the  white-skinned  people)  (pronounced 
MacKinlay).From the MacKinlays descended William MacKinley (1843-1901), the 25th President 
of the United States of America who also gave his name to Mount MacKinley in Alaska, which is 
the highest mountain in North America.

The MacRraes -  Notable family members were: John MacRae, who in 1774, emigrated to 
America just in time to fight on the losing side of the American War of Independence, and died 
during his imprisonment. But before he died, he composed 'the Gaelic songs in America' which 
were carried back across the Atlantic and preserved by oral tradition in Kintail, Donnachadh 
nam Pios 'Duncan of the Silver Cups', who compiled the Fernaig Manuscript (1688 - 1693), an 
important anthology of Gaelic verse, James MacRae (1677 - 1744), Governor of Madras, India, 
and Colonel John MacRae, a Canadian medical officer who wrote the most memorable soldier's 
verse to come out of the horror of the First World War; In Flanders Fields.

The Davidsons -  In North America, their name lives on in the renowned Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle.  Donald Davidson was one of  the most  important American philosophers of  the 
latter  half  of  the  twentieth  century.  His  ideas,  presented  in  a  series  of  essays  (and  one 
posthumous monograph) from the 1960s onwards, have had an impact in a range of areas from 
semantic theory through to epistemology and ethics.  John Davidson (1878–1970), also known 
as “Botany John,” was a Canadian botanist, educator and conservationist who touched many 
lives through his teachings and public lectures. His accomplishments include the creation of 
the  University  of  British  Columbia  Botanical  Garden,  the  University  of  British  Columbia 
Herbarium and the Vancouver Natural History Society. The Davis Cup is the world-renowned 
championship in Tennis. 

The Fergussons -  Adam Fergusson was Chaplain to the 42nd Regiment (the Black Watch) 
and was present at the Battle of Fontenoy. During the American Revolution, in 1778, he was sent 
across the Atlantic to attempt to make terms with the rebellious colonists. He lived to become 
the close friend of Sir Walter Scott.  Robert Fergusson, in contrast, died in 1774 at the age of 23, 
on a bed of straw with his ears filled with the shrieks of the insane. Robert Burns sought out his 
burial  place,  unearthed him,  and embraced his head. He then gained permission to erect  a 
monument above it. For in his short life, Fergusson had composed poetry, which ranks with that 
of Burns himself. The present Chief is Charles Fergusson of Kilkerran, whose uncle, Sir Bernard 
Fergusson, was the outstanding guerilla leader of the 'Chindits' in the Far East during the 2nd 
World War. He became Governor General of New Zealand, knighted, and took the title of Baron 
Ballantrae of Auchairan. 

The MacLarens - MacLarens were emigrating to fight as mercenaries in France and Italy by 
the  end  of  the  15th  century.  The  insecurity  caused  by  the  policy  of  successive  Stewart 
sovereigns, and the actions of their Campbell and Gordon lieutenants were especially severe in 
the area in which the MacLarens lived. The clan was at Culloden, afterwards the English took 
Donald MacLaren prisoner.  He made a dramatic escape, and went to Prince Edward Island, 
Canada. He was eulogized by Sir Walter E. Scott in his classic 'Red Gauntlet'. 

The MacFarlanes - Walter MacFarlane devoted his entire life to research into the history of 
Scotland, and the preservation and transcribing of its documents. His accurate and thorough 
collections have proven to be invaluable.

The Skenes -  The most outstanding literary figure of this name was William Forbes Skene, 
appointed Historiographer Royal for Scotland in 1881.
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The MacMillans -  There were many outstanding MacMillans in history: Harold MacMillan 
was Prime minister  of  the United Kingdom from 1957 to 1963.  A Dumfries-shire blacksmith 
named Kirkpatrick MacMillan invented the bicycle.

The Napiers – The most famous Napier was  John Napier, 8th Laird of Merchiston, (1550 - 
1617) the inventor of logarithms.

The Homes -  Sir David Home, 3rd, of Wedderburn, had a family of sons celebrated as "the 
Seven  Spears  of  Wedderburn,"  from whom sprang  the  houses  of  Manderston,  Blackadder, 
Simprin and Broomhouse.  In 1963, Sir Alec Douglas Home, renounced his peerage to become 
UK Prime Minister, relieving another Pict descendant, Prime Minister Harold MacMillan. Upon 
his return to the House of Lords, he took the title, Lord Home of the Hirsel.

The Armstrongs – This family can boast of one of the most daring feats of mankind.One of 
their own, Neil Armstrong, the first man to step on the moon, left a piece of Armstrong tartan 
fabric  to  attest  forever  that  Clan  Armstrong  is  the  most  traveled  of  all  Scottish  Clans. 
Somewhere on the surface of the moon, there lies a piece of the Clan Armstrong, defiant, in its 
splendid isolation, looking down on the temporal passage of men and machines.

The Keiths - The Lord Lyon King of Arms stated in 1958 "Amongst the most romantic names 
in Scottish history, is that of Keith, Marishal of Scotland, and a Celtic ancestry is claimed for 
this race."  The Keiths were made hereditary Masters of the Royal stables under a succession of 
Scottish Kings.  A Keith was in charge of the Scottish cavalry when they successfully charged 
the English  forces  at  the  battle  of  Bannocburn.   Field  Marshal  James Keith,  retired to  the 
continent where his exploits rendered the name of Keith famous throughout the world. The Earl 
became Frederick the Great's closest friend, and the Field Marshal became his greatest General. 
Field Marshall Keith fought for both Russia and Prussia, and became Governor of the Ukraine 
and Finland under Czar Peter II, and fell at Hochkirsch in 1758.

The MacLeans - As with many other Catholic Highlanders, several MacLeans fled Britain 
after  Culloden for the continent,  and served with distinction in German or Swedish armies. 
Archibald MacLean, premier lieutenant of the Prussian Life Guards, won the Iron Cross in the 
Franco-Prussian War.

The Rosses - George Ross was a signatory of the American Declaration of Independence. 
Many Rosses also achieved distinction in Canada, the Counts Von Ross were famous Prussian 
soldiers.

The Mathesons - Branches of the Mathesons spread to the Hebrides and to the north of 
Scotland,  and  it  was  among  those  that  the  clan  produced  the  great  Gaelic  poet,  Donald 
Matheson (1719-1782).  Sir James Matheson went forth to found his great commercial empire in 
the far East and came back to buy much of the island of Lewis. The woodlands he planted there 
remain as a testament to his love for his homeland.

The Scotts – The first known man with the name Scott had a son, Uchtredus; which was not 
a Dalriadic Scottish name, although it appears to have been a Gaelic (registration) translation of 
a Pict name, likely 'Uudrost', which is unpronounceable in Gaelic.  The Harden line produced an 
offshoot,  the Scotts of Raeburn,  who produced the greatest figure in Scottlsh literature,  Sir 
Walter  Scott  of  Abbotsford.  His  works,  strongly  influenced  by  his  clan  heritage,  were 
responsible for the rehabilitation of the MacGregors in the public eye.
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He  wrote  romantic  novels  about  Rob  Roy  MacGregor,  and  in  'The  Lady  of  the  Lake',  he 
romanticized the fiery cross, and the plight of the MacGregors through the use of a fictional  
character,  'Roderick  MacAlpine'.   Another  clan  member,  Michael  Scott,  whose  intellectual 
eminence gained him a European reputation in the 13th century, as well as the post of tutor to 
Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II (1194-1250).

The Kennedys – The Kennedi family originated in Galloway.  Gilbert Kennedy was one of the 
six Regents of Scotland during the minority of James III. He was made Lord Kennedy in 1457, 
and was assassinated by Sir Hew Campbell of Loudon in 1527.  Gilbert's brother, James, had a 
distinguished  career  also;  he  served  briefly  as  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Scotland.  He 
subsequently became Archbishop of St. Andrews, where he founded St. Salvador’s College in 
1455, which eventually became St. Andrews University.  Gilbert's son, David, 3rd Lord Kennedy, 
was created Earl  of  Cassillis  in  1509.  He fell  at  Flodden.  John Kennedy,  the 4th Earl,  was 
celebrated for 'roasting the Abbott of Crossraguel'. Archibald, 11th Earl. was a distinguished 
Naval Officer during the American War of Independence, and owned part of New York City. His 
son,  Archibald,  was  created  Marquis  of  Ailsa  in  1806.   Archbald,  4th  Marquis,  was  a 
distinguished authority in Celtic matters, and President of the Royal Celtic Society.

John Fitzgerald "Jack" Kennedy (May 29, 1917 
– November 22, 1963), often referred to by his 
initials  JFK,  was  the  35th  President  of  the 
United States.  After Kennedy's military service 
as commander of the Motor Torpedo Boat PT-
109 during World War II  in the South Pacific, 
his aspirations turned political.

With the encouragement and grooming of his 
father,  Joseph P.  Kennedy Sr.,  Jack Kennedy 
represented  the  Massachusetts's  11th 
congressional  district  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  from  1947  to  1953  as  a 
Democrat, and served in the U.S. Senate from 
1953 until  1960.   Kennedy defeated then Vice 
President  and  Republican  candidate  Richard 
Nixon in the 1960 U.S. presidential election.  He 
was assassinated in 1963 so he will forever be 
remembered  young.   His  youngest  brother, 
Edward Moore, was a US Senator for 47 years, 
and  was  re-elected  nine  times  representing 
Massachusetts until his death in 2009.

The  Fletchers  – From  French;  Flechier 
(arrow maker). Traditional arrow-smiths of the Clan Gregor, this Sept is so ancient that they 
claim to have been the first humans to draw water from the River Orchy. Many touching stories 
of MacGregors were about Fletchers, such as the true story of the most revered of all Scottish 
love songs; One of the most immoral and horrific acts of vengeance in the annals of the English 
armed forces was committed under the orders of the Butcher of Culloden at Carlisle, a few 
miles south of the Scottish border on England's west coast.  When Jacobite troops swept out of 
Scotland towards London in 1745, they met with success after lucky success.

The town of Carlisle was quickly surrounded and the English garrison was promised a safe 
passage out of the town if they surrendered their arms and left peacefully. That is exactly what 
happened. A skeleton garrison force was left behind, amongst them was an officer in Charlie's 
army of the Clan Gregor. In 1746, when two English armies were chasing the Highlanders back 
into Scotland, the town was surrounded again, this time by Hanoverian troops.                Page 91 



Naturally, this garrison expected to be treated as they had treated the English when the fortunes 
of war were reversed. Such was not the case. The men were quickly rounded up and treated  as 
common criminals. Those men from the ranks who took a renewed oath of allegiance to George 
II  were  pardoned.  The  remainder  were  thrown  into  prisons  where  many  perished  from 
maltreatment. However, they fared much better than their three officers, who were summarily 
sentenced to death by the grisly torture of hanging, castration, disemboweling, quartering and 
finally a  merciful  beheading.   That  method of  execution  was uniquely English,  and terribly 
gruesome, as it was a special death accorded to traitors, the same death they had forced on the 
greatest of all  Scottish patriots, 440 years earlier, Sir William Wallace.  Due to a request for 
mercy by the town officials, the condemned men were allowed one letter each to family.   One 
such letter was sent by Lt. Fletcher to his wife, through a friend who was being pardoned and 
was returning to the Highlands.

An old Gaelic myth claims that one who dies outside his beloved homeland will return home 
through the underground. So he told his friend "Ye take the high road and I'll take the low road, 
and I'll be in Scotland afore ye". It became one of the most beloved and moving love songs ever 
written. It was written in Gaelic, but the English version was called: The Ballad of Loch Lomond.

The MacArthurs - John MacArthur (1767 - 1834) arrived 
with his regiment in 1790 in New South Wales, where he 
was Commandant. In 1794, he laid the foundations for the 
Australian  wool  industry  by  crossing  Bangali  with  Irish 
sheep, then introducing Merino sheep from Africa.

In 1817,  he planted the first  Australian vineyard.  In 1807, 
Captain  Bligh  of  the  Bounty,  who  had  been  appointed 
Governor, tried to arrest MacArthur, but MacArthur arrested 
him instead.  He justly ranks as a father of  Australia.   In 
1840,  an emigrant from Strathclyde,  landed in the United 
States.  His  son,  Arthur  MacArthur  served in  the army,  a 
career that was followed by his son,  General  of the U.S. 
Army, and Field Marshal of the Philippine Army.

He was a Chief of Staff of the United States Army during 
the  1930s,  and  later, General  of  the  Army,  Douglas 
MacArthur  (1880-1964),  was  the  Supreme  Allied 
Commander  of  the  Pacific  war,  and  became  Military 
Governor of Japan after receiving the surrender of Emperor 
Hirohito at the end of the second World War, and as such, 
answered to  no one.  In a typical  understatement,  when 
asked what he thought of the former General Eisenhower 
becoming President  of the United States,  he responded;  
"I'm sure he'll do a fine job, he was the best clerk I ever had".  He was known for his Imperious 
manner,  and  on  occasion,  even  made  Presidents  wait  for  him.   With  a  note  of  sarcasm, 
President Truman would occasionally refer to him as “His Majesty”. 

The  MacNaughtons  - Derived  from  the  Pict,  Nehhtonn,  Latin  =  Neptune,  (Gaelic  = 
Neachdainn),  Anglicized  to  Naughton,  meaning "pure  one".   Nehhtonn  III was the  King  of 
Moray, therefore High King of the Picts, who founded Abernethy, and built hundreds of Stone 
churches throughout Albann. Many members of the Nehhtonn family moved to Ulster in the 
AD400s, and were included in the Irish Picts, who the Gaels called "Cruithne".  Some eventually 
changed their surname to Norton.  The clan opposed Bruce, but later pledged loyalty to his 
descendants, the Stewarts.                                                                                                    
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Clan "Nechtan" was established in Strathtay in the 12th century, forcibly transferred to there 
from Moray by Malcolm IV, who imported Norman and Saxon aristocrats to replace old Pict 
families in the north, and expelled them to areas of the south, in an effort to eliminate the power 
of regional Chiefs.  Their possessions extended over the upper part  of Loch Awe, Glenarn, 
Glenshira and Loch Fyne. Gilchrist MacNaughton was granted the castle and island of Fraoch 
Eilean in Loch Awe by Alexander III in 1267.  In addition, Gilchrist also held Dunderave on Loch 
Fyne  and  the  castle  of  Dubh  Loch  in  Glenshira.  As  the  MacNaughtons  were  allied  to  the 
MacDougalls of Lorne, their chief, Donald MacNaughton, opposed Robert the Bruce (as did the 
Comyns in the north and the MacGregors of Glen Orchy). When Robert LeBrus became King, 
the MacNaughtons lost many of their lands in Argyll to the Campbells. However Donald's son, 
Duncan, loyally supported King David II, who rewarded his son Alexander with lands in the Isle 
of Lewis. Sir Alexander MacNaughton, chief of the clan during the reign of James IV fell with his 
King at Flodden in 1513. 

Alexander MacNaughton, who raised a band of archers to fight for Charles I in the Civil War,  
became Charles II's courtier, and also supported King James VII. After James was forced into 
exile, he praised MacNaughton for his loyalty. Both Charles II, and James VII, had intended to 
confer  substantial  honours  on  the  MacNaughton  chiefs,  the  former  with  a  charter  of  the 
hereditary sheriffship of Argyll,  and the latter with a commission as steward and hereditary 
bailie of all the lands which he and his ancestors had long possessed; but in the former case 
the patent, by reason of some court intrigue, never passed the seals, and in the second case, 
though the deed was signed by the king, and counter-signed by the Earl of Perth, its purpose 
was defeated by the outbreak of the Revolution of 1688. 

The MacNaughtons lost their estates in 1691. The 17th and last chief of the MacNaughtons was 
John of Dundarave who fell out with Campbell of Ardkinglas, whose daughter he was to marry. 
MacNaughton  thought  he  was  to  marry  the  younger  daughter  with  whom he  was in  love. 
However, after taking too much refreshment prior to the ceremony, he discovered he'd been 
wed to the eldest daughter. On realizing his predicament, he promptly deserted his new wife, 
and eloped to Ireland with his true love, the second daughter.  Campbell of Ardkinglas gained 
possession of the MacNaughton estates by intrigue. (Another typical Campbell ploy to steal 
land).  In 1818, the Lord Lyon accepted Edmund A. MacNaghton of Dundarave County, Antrim in 
Northern Ireland as chief of the clan. 

Septs  of  Clan  Naughton  are:  Eanruig,  Hendry, 
Henderson,  Kendrick,  MacHenry,  Maceol,  MacBrayne, 
MacHendry,  MacKendrick,  MacKenrick,  Macknight, 
MacNair,  MacNayer,  McNitt,  MacNiven,  MacNuir, 
MacNuyer,  MacVicar,  Niven  and  Weir.  Modern  name 
variations:  MacNaughton,  MacNaghton,  O'Neachtain, 
Naughton, MacNachtan, Norton.  

What  native  Canadian  and  direct  descendent  of  the 
Great King Nehhtonn attained the highest levels in the 
Canadian Armed Forces - including Chief of the General 
Staff, Minister of National Defence, a Companion of the 
Order of the Bath, founder of Canada's national airline, 
inventor of precision artillery barrages, inventor of the 
cathode  ray  tube  direction  finder,  President  of  the 
National  Research  Council,  President  of  the  United 
Nations Security Council, and declined an appointment 
as Canada's Governor General?

General A.G.L. MacNaughton (son of Nehhtonn) PC, CH, 
CB, CMG, DSO, CD (1887 – 1966). 
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ROME INVADESROME INVADES

 Julius Caesar Raids Britain – Twice - To Please his Celtic Mistress

By 60BC, Western Europe was the last continental region to come under Roman control. They 
had thrown back the Gaulish tribes who swept into Italy in the fourth century BC.  By 125BC, 
Rome had become master of the lower Rhone and formed the province of Trans-Alpine Gaul.  In 
59BC, the Roman Assembly passed a law giving command of Cisalpine Gaul (northern Italy 
between the Apennines and the Alps) to a Roman aristocrat, Gaius Julius Caesar, and freedom 
to expand in  Europe.  He  was 42,  and already proved himself  as  a  soldier,  statesman,  and 
administrator.

In a series of brilliant campaigns, Caesar overcame Germanic tribes invading from the east, 
Celtic Helvetii fleeing the Germans, Belgae coming from Northeastern Gaul, and the Veneti of 
Eastern Gaul to become master of Northwestern Europe. In 55BC, Julius Caesar gazed across 
the Channel to Pretania, a mysterious land, where many of his enemies had fled for sanctuary.  

When Caesar raided Pretania in 55 and 54BC, his official motive was to "teach the natives a 
lesson" by a show of Roman strength.  Unofficially, it was to please one of one his mistresses, 
who was infatuated with the giant fresh water pearls that were only found in Albion. Caesar 
fought  several  battles  against  various  British  chiefs  and  exacted  a  continuing  tribute  and 
hostages  from  them  before  departing  Britain  to  pursue  his  path  to  power.  Permanent 
occupation was not contemplated at this time.  Romans would not return for another 100 years. 

Page 94



Four Roman Legions Subdue the Brythonic Celts in 35 years - When Caesar raided 
Southern Briton in 55 and 54BC, the Picts learned of it. Their world was changing. Emissaries were sent to 
Londinium to study the Romans and determine the threat.  They reported that the Roman Legions consisted 
of Celts and Germans from Europe and Carthaginians from Africa.  Those auxiliary forces were used as 
shock troops because they were expendable.  Roman professional soldiers merely dispatched the wounded 
and fleeing after battles.  They raped, pillaged and destroyed wherever they went. If senior Roman officers 
were not satisfied with the efforts of their soldiers, they would have every tenth soldier ceremonially beaten to 
death by his comrades.   This was called  decimum (decimation).   Pretania became known as the worst 
posting in the Empire, where conditions demanded the presence of four Legions where one should have 
been enough.

Afterward, there was nothing left but burned buildings, obliterated crops and dead bodies. Whatever these 
Roman soldiers wanted,  they stole  with  the blessings of  their  officers.  Those Britons who survived the 
holocaust were carefully shipped back to Rome to be put to death in huge arenas to appease Roman gods. 
The entire resources of the land were stripped and carried off to Rome.  With their vast numbers, superb 
training and strict discipline, they were invincible. Nothing could stop them. Then the Romans left as quickly 
as  they  had  come.  Romans  called  the  emissaries,  Caledonians.  They  followed  Caesar  to  Rome and 
continued sending back information. Ten years later, his own people assassinated Caesar. The threat was 
thought to have ended.

This storyline is accurate and can be verified by various historical records: Ie. No 1. "The original inhabitants were 
Picts,  evidence  of  whose  occupation  still  exists  in  numerous  "weems"  or  underground  houses,  chambered 
mounds, barrows or burial mounds, "brochs" or round towers, and stone circles and standing stones.   Romans 
followed the Greeks, became aware of, and circled, the Orkney Islands, which they called "Orcades". There is 
evidence they traded, either directly or indirectly, with the inhabitants. However, they made no attempt to occupy 
at that time. i.e. No 2. Roman chronicles recorded that “Orcadians” sent emissaries to meet Caesar in southern 
Britain.  At that time, the terms “Caledonii” and “Pictii” had not yet been invented. i.e. No 3. “Caledonii” were 
recorded as having emissaries in Rome during the Julius Caesar epoch.  Actual conversations between Caledonii  
women and Roman women were recorded for posterity. i.e. No 4. Archeological excavations have proved that 
agriculture in Britain developed independently.

Rome begins a 300-year war it  could not win -  In  43AD, Roman Emperor Claudius sent  Aulus 
Plautius and about 24,000 Gaulish soldiers to Britain, this time to establish control under a military presence.   The 
excuse was that  the Celts in Pretania were assisting Gaulish Celts  in their  incessant revolts  against Roman  
authority.  As subjugation of Southern Britain proceeded by a combination of military might and clever diplomacy,  
by 79AD what is now England and Wales were firmly under Roman control.  When Romans entered the area now 
known as Northumberland, they met the Caledonii. The Caledonians were the largest tribe of the Picts so they  
called the entire area from Northumberland northwards, “Caledonia”.  These warriors were unlike any other in 
Britain,  and  would  occupy  Roman  legions  in  running  battles  for  four  hundred  years.   The  elite  9 th Legion 
disappeared within Albann and was not heard of again.

Caledonians were described as "tall, fair or red haired chiefs in primitive tartan, their shields and helmets gay with 
enamel, driving their pairs of small, tough, fast-moving ponies; they were followed by thousands of half-naked,  
barefoot British infantry, bearing small, square, wooden shields, with a metal hand-grip, and spears, with a knob at  
the butt-end, which could be clashed with a terrifying noise."   Recent archeological finds have proved Roman  
descriptions of Caledonian weaponry were not accurate. They were actually much more sophisticated than for  
what the Romans gave them credit.

The  North  remained  a  problem  as  Caledonians  continuously  harassed  Roman  soldiers.  In  80AD,  Emperor 
Vespasian decided that Albann should also be incorporated into the Roman Empire. Under his instructions, Julius 
Agricola, the Military Governor of Britain, subdued the northern Brythonic tribal clans, the Selgovae, Novantae and 
Votadini  by 81AD.   Tacitus  reported;  Further  to  the  north,  loose associations  of  clans  known collectively  as 
"Caledonians" lived. Agricola tried to provoke them into battle by marching an army into the Highlands, raping,  
murdering, burning and pillaging as they went.  However, the Caledonians continued their guerrilla “hit and run” 
type of warfare, which was grinding down experienced Roman Legions.              
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A Fictitious Victory Deep Inside Albann
In the early days of Roman occupation, Roman officials were itching to chase the Caledonii as far north as necessary  
to attain a final solution to this 'thorn' in the side of an otherwise peaceful Roman province.  In AD79, the Roman  
soldier-Governor of Britain, Julius Agricola, campaigned in northern Britain, pushing up to the Tyne and Solway, 
establishing a line of forts near which, forty-three years later, Hadrian would build his Wall to keep out the Caledonii.

Galanann united all  the tribes and petty kings to form a defence against  these Romans. Tacitus wrote that Pict  
chariots were hauled by ponies, and were accompanied by masses of Briton infantry, so Galanann was successful in 
rousing all the various people of Northern Briton to his cause.  He fought several battles in the open and lost, then a 
series of guerrilla raids, which were highly successful.  As the Romans were getting weaker, Agricola decided to take 
his entire military apparatus deep into Caledonian territory to force a confrontation in Roman style.   Eventually,  
Galanann turned  to turn and fought deep inside Fortriu.  That battle happened in a place the Romans called "Mons 
Gramineus" (grassy mountain in Latin). 

The most formidable weapon the Picts possessed was the war chariot. It was a lightweight vehicle pulled by two 
Celtic ponies. Caesar wrote: "They have become so efficient that even on steep slopes, they can control their horses 
at a full gallop, check and turn in a moment, run along the pole, stand on the yoke and get back to the chariot with  
incredible  speed."  Tacitus  reported  the  Caledonians  rode  4,000  War  Chariots,  and  were  supported  by  tens  of 
thousands of Brythonic foot soldiers. He claimed that 30,000 Caledonians were killed, but facts proved the reported 
victory was a hollow one. The next day, the Caledonians apparently melted away into the hills, and were to remain 
fiercely resistant, constituting a serious threat to the Romans for the next 300 years.

The reports of Tacitus were proved to be mere propaganda for the consumption of the Roman Senate and people in a  
successful campaign to emulate Julius Caesar, by raising Agricola's prestige on his long journey to the position of 
Emperor. This was the last reported instance where war chariots were used to fight Roman soldiers in a set battle.  
The tough Celtic Ponies were a reliable, low-maintenance animal that did not panic in tough situations. They were 
utilized successfully to draw chariots, and then as cavalry mounts. Tacitus did not mention “Calgacus” again in his  
memoirs, so the absence of any mention of him indicates he did not survive or he was a complete fabrication.  After-
wards, the Romans built two huge defensive walls  and hundreds of formidable forts but no settlements in Albann.  
Later research has proven that Tacitus was not even present at this fabricated 'Battle of Mons Gramenius'.

Agricola needed a major victory so he had his son-in-law invent one
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The legacy
The aftermath of the great battle was a burning hatred of the Romans on one side and a fear of Pict retribution on the 
other.  Roman historians were not averse to manipulating facts and figures to cover up humiliating defeats. The 
exaggeration of the numbers of Huns at the battle of Utus in 447AD, when the Roman army was defeated by a  
numerically inferior force was a well known example of an official cover up.

There were several factors which caused  the Romans to retreat en masse from the Pict heartland, never to return.
✔ Weather in the far north was sub-Arctic, leaving Romans in a severe disadvantage.  Being unfamiliar with 

extreme cold, they suffered terrible hardships, with horrendous losses in manpower, equipment and morale. 
✔ The Picts knew the country well, and harassed the Romans in a never ending war of attrition.

✔ The Romans  were not able to supply their troops in winter with long supply lines, leaving them with no  
option but to raid the local population for food to survive, incurring their wrath and retribution.

Similar to Napoleon's disastrous retreat from Moscow, the Romans never recovered from their humiliating 83AD 
retreat from Mons Gramineus.  Never again would Roman Legions venture into northern Albann. Never again would  
they view the great Glenn of Albann. Thirty eight years later, the humiliated Emperor Hadrian, ordered a giant wall be 
constructed across the narrow-most width of Britain.  It would stand as the barrier to the “unknown world”.  A second 
wall further north became a complete disaster.  Foreign auxiliaries from northern Gaul and Germania were hired to 
man the two walls.  Regular Roman Legions were billeted far to the south, standing ready to rush north to contain  
any serious breach.  This frontier quickly became the worst  posting in the entire empire.   In a typically Roman 
fashion, contacts were made, and a yearly tribute was paid to local Pict Chieftains not to attack across these lines of  
defences.  Weaknesses were exploited, with uncontrolled Pict raids becoming the norm.  The one year rotation of  
soldiers to the north became a nightmare.  The Antonine Wall was abandoned.
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Hadrian's Wall

Between 122 and 128AD, the Romans built Hadrian's Wal from Luguvallium (Carlisle) on the Solway 
Firth in the West, to Segedunum (Newcastle) on the Tyne in the East.  This wall ran along the high 
ridge of  the land for  80 miles (112 kms) with mile-castles and fortresses every 1.48 kms.  It  was 
backed by the 50' wide Vallum moat and the coast to coast Legionary Road.  The wall was two and a 
half meters (8 feet) wide, and was over 4 meters (12 feet) high.  This was the great Wall of Hadrian,  
shutting out the menace of the north, which Tacitus wrote was annihilated at Mons Gramineus.
It was manned by about 9,000 auxiliary troops, including infantry and cavalry. The mile forts could 
hold garrisons of 500 men, while cavalry units of 1,000 troops were stationed at either end. Auxiliary 
troops (Belgians, Basques, Germans, Gauls and Persians), manned the wall 24 hours a day.  The 
number of soldiers manning the early wall was probably greater than 10,000.
After Hadrian's death in 138AD, Antoninus Pius, essentially abandoned the wall, leaving it occupied 
by non-Roman auxiliaries in a support role. South at Eburacum (York), the elite Ninth Hispana Legion 
was quartered in reserve, waiting for a major breach to occur.  It disappeared in the north under 
unknown circumstances, and was never heard of again..
Hadrian’s Wall was an instrument foremost to keep the Picts from resettling their southern territories. 
It maintained a situation where the northern Britons could develop independent buffer states. These 
two walls weakened the Picts to the point that Ulidia was able to seize the Isle of Man, with the 
excuse that it had to be militarized to ensure the Romans did not use it as a staging base to attack  
Ulidia.  In today's military parlance, this was a typical “pre-emptive strike”. 
For nearly three hundred years, these walls performed a function as a psychological barrier to keep 
the 'barbarians' out. It would take another 500 years before Albann would reach the Tyne. The mind-
set of this boundary between a 'civilized, peace-loving and industrious' people to the south, and wild, 
rampaging hooligans to the north', would remain for centuries after the Romans left Britain. 
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Hadrian's Wall today

Remains of the wall can still be seen along preserved areas 

Remains of a Roman fort, one of many that were located 1.479 kms apart (one Roman mile) Hexham 
in Northumberland County,  England is the centre of  today's  tourist  industry,  devoted to viewing 
Hadrian's Wall.  In places, route B6318 runs along the old Roman military road, leaving inches in 
some areas between the highway and Roman relics (as above).  In 383AD, the Picts overran it and the 
Romans evacuated it also.                                

 Page 100



Another Roman fort that escaped the pilfering of stone blocks to build local stone fences to contain 
sheep (see background).   This was the main line of  defense against  an enemy that  Tacitus had 
reported was decimated at the Battle of Mons Gramenius, about 200 miles to the north.  The first 
casualty of war is truth.  And here they were bribing them not to attack.

This photo of the “Vallum Moat” today, proves that the Romans dug a very large moat over fifty feet 
in width in front of Hadrian's Wall.  It would have been filled with water in its heyday. This tremendous 
effort reflects the fear the Romans had of the Picts.                                                                     
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Hadrian's Wall constituted the Scottish/English border for 500 years

The majority of the wall was built of stone. At first 10 Roman Feet wide, and later 8, it began in the 
east  and reached the river  Irthing near present day Carlisle,  from there it  continues west to the 
Solway Firth but is built of 18" x 12" x 6" regulation turf blocks (460mm x 300mm x 150mm). 

Milecastles were placed at regular intervals. Each pair of Milecastles  had two Turrets between them. 
A Milecastle could garrison between 8 and 32 men. Turrets could also shelter some soldiers though 
they may have  served primarily  as  look-out  vantage  points.  As  Hadrian's  project  evolved,  more 
legionaries were moved up to the wall and large Forts were built which straddled it. These Forts had 
gates to allow traffic to pass north and south through the wall. 
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THE ANTONINE WALL

Construction began in AD142 at the order of Emperor Antoninus Pius, and took about twelve years to 
complete. It was a stone and turf fortification built between the Firth of Forth in the East and the Firth 
of Clyde in the West.  It ran for 63 km (39 miles) and was about four metres (ten feet) high and six  
metres (fifteen feet) wide.  Security was bolstered by several deep moats on both sides.  The wall was 
protected  by sixteen  forts  with  a  number  of  small  fortlets  between them;  troop  movement  was 
facilitated by a road on the south side, known as the Military Way, which linked all the sites,  sections 
of which are still discernible today. The soldiers who built the wall commemorated the construction 
and their  struggles with the Picts in a number of decorative slabs,  twenty of which still  survive.  
Despite this auspicious start, the Antonine Wall was abandoned after only twenty years, when the 
Romans withdrew to Hadrian's  Wall  in 162.  They reached an accommodation with the Brythonic 
tribes of the area they had supported and armed them as buffer states to hold back the Picts.

In  208AD,  Emperor  Septimius  Severus  re-established  legions  at  the  wall  and  ordered  repairs. 
However, the occupation ended only a two years later, and the wall was abandoned.  Most of the wall 
and  its  fortifications  have  been  destroyed  over  time,  but  some  remains  are  still  visible.  In  a 
humiliating term of the peace treaty with the Picts, the retreating Romans actually had to pay them 
not to attack during the withdrawal. These terms met the Picts' needs until the next Spring, when 
weather conditions made it opportune to harass Roman positions further south, along Hadrian's Wall. 
One grisly warning the Picts left for Romans to contemplate, was beheaded Roman soldiers hung 
from  trees strung along the entire route south.  
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The Antonine Wall 1,957 years after it was finished (circa 2011AD)

These ten rows of staggered three foot deep holes represent an intricate and insidious trap

They were set for any Picts, who tried to approach the wall through this open field. Wooden stakes 
were  driven into  the  brush-concealed  pits,  with  their  sharp  poisoned ends just  below  the  water 
surface. It would have been impossible for anyone traversing this field in the dark of night not to fall  
into one of these deadly pits. They originally covered this entire field. How many thousands of these 
poison pits were built along this wall? The area on either side would have been uncleared and full of  
trees and obstructions, to entice any invaders to use killing fields such as this.

View showing the regular pattern of man-made moats and ridges at the front of the wall.

There were at least three water-filled moats and three ridges laid out at the front of the wall to impede 
any attack.  We can only marvel at the immensity of this “Wall” along a distance of 63 kilometers.  
One soon gets an impression of the fear and respect the Romans had of the Picts.
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The largest water-filled moat at the front of the wall

The largest and deepest moat was built at the foot of the wall. The higher area on the right is where 
the Roman fort was located.  North is towards the left in this photo. Note the landscape all along the 
wall was altered to slope downward towards the north. 

The moat at the rear.

View along the rear (south-side), showing the state of the permanently water-filled moat almost 2,000 
years after it was completed (still  holding some water).  You have to hand it to the Romans, they 
made things to last.  This proves the Romans were also concerned that the Picts would attack from 
the rear, no doubt from the experiences of actual attacks, while building the wall.
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This is where the local brook runs down hill towards the north. This area would have been dammed 
to divert the flowing water into the moat system.

The main moat is still very evident far into the forest.  This entire project took between 12 and 20 
years to build.  Although the official figure was 12 years, the 5,000 auxiliary soldiers, who manned it 
had to continually repair and strengthen it for the entire twenty years it was manned.  Then, it was 
abandoned in frustration, because it was too expensive to maintain, and it wasn't effective.  The norm 
in the Roman Empire was one Legion per occupied area.  It took the equivalent of three legions just 
to man these two walls.  If something like this were attempted today, it would cost  billions of dollars. 
The Romans quit Britain in 410AD because it was too expensive to maintain.
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Abandonment

Remains of a Roman fort along the Antonine Wall.

The wall was abandoned after only twenty years, when the Roman legions withdrew to Hadrian's Wall 
in AD 162 (although there is evidence to suggest that they left the wall in AD 158/60, its reliability is 
unclear), and over time reached an accommodation with the Brythonic tribes of the area, who they 
fostered as buffer states which would later become "The Old North".   After a series of attacks in AD 
197, Emperor Septimius Severus arrived in Scotland in 208AD to secure the frontier, and repaired 
parts of the wall. Although this re-occupation only lasted a few years, the wall is sometimes referred 
to by later Roman historians as the Severan Wall. 
The Antonine Wall was shorter than Hadrian's Wall and was built of turf on a stone foundation rather than  
of stone, but it was still an impressive achievement. The stone foundations and wing walls of the original 
forts demonstrate that the original plan was to build a stone wall similar to Hadrian's Wall, but this was 
quickly amended. As built, the wall was typically a bank, about four metres (13 feet) high, made of layered 
turves and occasionally earth with a wide ditch on the north side, and a military way on the south. The 
Romans initially planned to build forts every six miles (10 km), but this was soon revised to every two 
miles (3.3 km), resulting in a total of nineteen forts along the wall. The best preserved but also one of the 
smallest forts is Rough Castle Fort. In addition to the forts, there are at least 9 smaller fortlets, very likely 
on roman mile spacings, which formed part of the original scheme, some of which were later replaced by 
forts. The most visible fortlet is Kinneil, at the eastern end of the Wall, near Bo'ness.

In addition to the line of the Wall itself there are a number of coastal forts both in the East (e.g.  
Inveresk) and West (Outerwards and Lurg Moor), which should be considered as outposts and/or 
supply bases to the Wall itself. In addition a number of forts farther north were brought back into 
service in the Gask Ridge area, including Ardoch, Strageath, Bertha, Dalginross and Cargill.

Rough Castle, on the Antonine Wall, drawn by William Roy in 1755.The first effort to systematically 
map the  Antonine  Wall  was undertaken in  1764  by William Roy,  of  Ordnance Survey fame.   He 
provided accurate and detailed drawings of its remains, and where the wall has been destroyed by 
later development, his maps and drawings are now the only reliable record of it.
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Pict Guerrillas Harass Romans 

      -  And Annihilate an elite Legion.
Legion IX Hispana dated back to the days of Julius Caesar. Its standard was the bull, and only those Legions 
commanded by the mighty Caesar displayed the bull. It was probably in Britain from the invasion of AD43. It 
certainly formed part  of  Agricola's  army when he  succored the  Caledonian tribes  to  open  battle  at  Mons 
Gramenius in 83AD. The legion was engaged in construction work in its fortress at York (Eburacum), some time 
in AD108 (according to a stone inscription found there). But, thereafter, it completely disappeared from the 
archaeological and historical record.
During the reign of Trajan (AD 98-114), the garrison of Britain stood at three legions. When Hadrian visited the 
province in AD122, and planned the building of his well-known frontier wall, he brought a new legion with him,  
the Legion VI Victrix from Germany. Scholars assumed that the new legion was required to fill the gap left by a 
dreadful military disaster.  Writing in 1936, Wilhelm Weber, a biographer of Hadrian, asserted that "the Picts had 
destroyed  the  Legion  IX  Hispana  at  Eburacum".   Some  scholars  forget  that  the  entire  area  now  called 
Northumberland was formerly Pict terrain, and they knew it well.  Eburacum was a frontier fort in hostile territory. 
Two books were written of this event:  Legion of the Damned and the highly successful  Eagle of the Ninth by 
Rosemary  Sutcliff,  in  1954,  plus  two movies:  (1) A remarkably  realistic  account  of  the  actual  annihilation  was 
produced  by  Neil  Marshall  entitled  “The  Centurion”  (2010),  shot  entirely  in  remote  Northern  Scotland.   (2)  A 
romanticized version of Eagle of the Ninth was produced by Duncan Kenworthy, starring Channing Tatum and Donald 
Sutherland, entitled The Eagle (2011).  The four main characters in the book; Marcus Aquila, Uncle Aquila, Esca and 
Guern, appear in this movie.  It was shot in Hungary, Loch Lomond and several other places in north-west Scotland.
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The History & Annihilation of  LEGIO VIIII HISPANA
Formation:  It was raised, along with the 6th, 7th and 8th, by Pompey in Spain 
in 65BC. Caesar first commanded it as Governor of Further Spain in 61 BC. He 
brought it over the Apennines to Gaul around 58BC, where it saw action during 
the  entire  Gallic  wars  campaign.  In  those days,  a  Roman Legion comprised 
6,000 men.  The numeral '9' was often illustrated as VIIII, later as IX.

Revolt and Decimation: The 9th was withdrawn to Spain in 49BC where it 
earned  the  title  “Hispaniensis”.  (Caesar’s  Gallic  Wars)  Later,  they  remained 
faithful to Caesar in the civil war, until they decided to revolt. Once the legion 
was  put  back  into  place  by  decimation  (whereby  every  tenth  soldier  was 
ordered to be beaten to death by his comrades), they fought in the battles of 
Dyrrhachium and Pharsalus of 48BC, and in the African campaign of 46BC. After 
his final victory, Caesar disbanded the legion, and settled the veterans in the 
area of Picenum in southern Italy.

Recall: Following Caesar's assassination, Octavian recalled the veterans of the 
Ninth to fight against the rebellion of Sextus Pompeius in Sicily. After defeating 
Sextus, they were sent to the province of Macedonia. The Ninth remained with 
Octavian in his war of  31 BC against Mark Antony, and fought by his side in 
the battle  of  Actium.  With  Octavian  as  sole  ruler  of  the  Roman Empire,  the 
legion was sent to Hispania to take part in the large scale campaign against the 
Cantabrians (25–13BC). Their surname Hispana dates from this event and was earned for distinction in fighting 
there.

Action in Germania: After this, the Ninth legion was part of the Imperial army in the Rhine border that was 
campaigning against Germanic tribes. Following the abandonment of the Eastern Rhine area after the disaster  
of the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest in 9AD, the Ninth was relocated to Pannonia.

In 43AD,  they  participated  in  the Roman  invasion  of  Britain, led  by  Emperor  Claudius and  General Aulus 
Plautius. Under the command of Caesius Nasica, they put down the first revolt of Venutius between 52 and 57. 
The Ninth suffered a serious defeat under the command of Quintus Petillius Cerialis in the rebellion of Boudica, 
and was later reinforced with legionaries from the Germania provinces. Their last record in Britain dates from 
AD71, when they built a fortress, which later became part of Eburacum,  the settlement that was established in 
what is now York.

The first proof of the Ninth Legion being on campaign in Britain is during the Boudican Revolt of 60-61 AD. It is 
known that Legio IX Hispana was sent to deal with the trouble, and suffered appalling losses because the 
historian Tacitus  tell  us:  “The victorious Britons also intercepted Petilius  Cerialis,  the  legate  of  the  Ninth 
Legion, as he was advancing to the rescue, routed the legion, and slaughtered its entire infantry contingent.  
Cerialis escaped with his elite cavalry to their camp, and found shelter behind its defences.” 

The Ninth Legion was totally destroyed apart from its 120 cavalry, and Cerialis. The scale of the destruction 
only becomes apparent when the author Tacitus wrote: Caesar increased troop numbers with 2000 legionary 
soldiers sent from Germania together with eight auxiliary cohorts and 1000 cavalry. On arrival, the Ninth was 
brought up to strength in terms of numbers of troops.

During this revolt, Cerialis seems to have pushed his men too hard; as he marched he was careless, and the  
legion was ambushed by the Britons. It would seem likely that the Legion was ambushed on the march, for if it 
had time to come to battle drill, it could possibly have won the engagement.

The Ninth Legion may have suffered a loss of up to 3,000 men, and Cerialis retreated to his home base with  
what was left of his cavalry contingent. The base he came from, and ultimately retreated to, is likely to have 
been the Vexillation fortress at Longthorpe in Cambridgeshire.  These defences were a panic measure built by 
Cerialis in the fear that Boudica would follow and attack what was left of the 9th Legion.  Later, in the north, 
Tacitus wrote of the Caledonians breaking into the 9th Legion camp at night “One of these divisions contained 
the depleted fores of the unlucky 9th -  - The tired Legionaires unbucked their armour and lied down to sleep. 
Then Calgacus struck, they silently cut down the sentries and broke in, striking panic into the sleeping camp.” 
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Only half of the legion was based at Longthorpe prior to the Boudican revolt. 
Wherever they were based it must be assumed that area was also under threat 
of revolt since there is no evidence that they went to the assistance of Cerialis. 
The Ninth Legion was again split into at least two, if not three parts. 

Perhaps the  more  significant  question is  –  What  really happened at  Mons 
Gramenius?  Why were the Hadrian and Antonine Walls built at an enormous 
expense  to  contain  a  Caledonian  enemy that  Tacitus  recorded  was  totally 
defeated and annihilated in 83AD?  Perhaps the real reason the two great walls 
were built was the great loss of manpower in fighting the Britons and then the 
“Caledonians”  between  43  and  84AD.  After  140AD,  the  Romans  never 
attempted  any large  scale  excursions  again  into  Pict  held  areas,  nor  into 
Ireland.  Why did they hide behind their walls?

Tacitus described the Ninth legion as “Maxime invalida”, (weakest of all).     A 
reason for this is because detachments from the Ninth had been sent from 
Britain to Germania to fight the Chatti.  An inscription records that a senior 
Tribune of the Ninth won decorations during that war.

Detachments were stripped from all the British-based legions, leaving Agricola with a smaller force than was 
desirable. The defeat of the Ninth at the hands of the Caledonii would have been on a large scale for it to be  
worthy of a note by Tacitus. Albeit could have been just another ploy to make Agricola look good when he won 
the day. It is not known where this attack on the Ninth took place but it has been suggested that a marching 
camp sited near Dornock in the far north of Sutherland, may fit Tacitus's story; being 33 acres it could have 
easily accommodated a legion under canvas.

It is not known what happened to the Ninth after it was attacked.  Depending on its condition, it would either  
have continued to campaign with Agricola or withdraw either to Inchtuthil or back to York. It would seem likely 
that because he was critically short of troops, Agricola would have retained the Ninth legion in the field until the 
end of the 83AD campaign.

After Agricola was recalled from Britain, his (reported) conquests in Albann were disregarded, and the Romans 
retreated back to the Bowes-Tyne line.  Agricola was a prolific fort builder, and it may be that many of the forts  
built in his name were constructed by the retreating Ninth legion.  It is possible to plot Agricola's campaigns  
from the evidence of these forts.

After its move back to York, the Ninth probably settled into a more mundane state of existence, patrolling the 
local area and bringing the unit back up to strength after the mauling it received in Albann. Between December 
107AD and December 108AD, the legion erected a monumental inscription dedicated to the Emperor Trajan 
over the south-eastern Gate of a rebuilt stone fortress.

The Ninth may have used this period to redevelop the fortress at York and many of the buildings may have been 
replaced. This inscription is only one of the ways that the Ninth is known to have built York, there have been 
three other inscriptions set up to men of the Ninth Legion, including a particularly fine one commemorating the 
deceased standard-bearer Lucius Duccius Rufinius.  The evidence for the Ninth legion rebuilding comes from 
the stamped tiles that they used, these were embossed with the title LEG IX HISP.  The inscription dedicated to 
Trajan is the last dated reference to the Ninth Legion being present in Britain.

Dr.  Miles  Russell  of  Bournemouth  University  has  argued  very  strongly that  the  ninth  legion  was  indeed 
destroyed in Britain, noting that the Roman historian Marcus Cornelius Fronto, writing in the 160sAD, consoled 
the emperor  Marcus Aurelius,  following severe Roman troop losses in the east,  by reminding him of past 
tragedies “Indeed, when your grandfather, Hadrian, held imperial power, what great numbers of soldiers were 
killed by the Jews, what great numbers by the British and Caledonians”. 

The Ninth Hispana Legion disappeared before 160AD. There is no record whether it disappeared in action or  
was decommissioned.  A major Pict offensive occurred about 117AD, and it continued off and on until  the  
Romans abandoned Britain in 410AD.  Albann Picts and their Irish allies, the Ulladd, became locked in a bitter 
struggle with the Roman Army in northern Britain during that long period. The Ninth was the most northerly 
positioned Legion, and it would have suffered the brunt of those attacks.  Tacitus wrote “And so winter in those  
forts held no terrors”. Does this obliquely refer to times when a relieving detachment of auxiliaries found only 
burned out huts and skeletons of the dead?

Page 111

file:///wiki/Marcus_Aurelius
file:///wiki/Fronto
file:///wiki/Bournemouth_University


A Believable Scenario
The following narration was by a former Legionnaire from north Gaul, who told Marcus of the death 
of the Ninth.  This was The Eagle of the Ninth author, Rosemary Sutcliff's idea of what could have 
happened, which is quite believable.  As Guern, the Painted one, explained to Marcus,  the son of a 
former Cohort Commander:  “The seeds of death were in the 9 th Hispana before it marched north that 
last time.  They were sown sixty years before, when the Legion carried out the Procurator's orders to 
dispossess the Queen of the Iceni.
Boudicca cursed them and the entire Legion for the treatment she received at their hands, which was 
not just but they had their orders.  Later, the Legion was cut to pieces in the uprising. When the 
Queen took poison, her death gave potency to the curse.  
The Legion was reformed, and brought up to strength again but it never prospered.  For a Legion to 
serve year after year among tribesmen who believed it to be cursed was not good for morale.  Small 
misfortunes and outbreaks of sickness were considered to be the workings of the curse. Spaniards 
were quick to  believe in  such curses  so it  became harder  to  obtain  recruits.  Consequently,  the 
standard of new recruits grew lower and lower each year.  The rind appeared sound enough but the 
heart was rotten.  
Barely had they settled with the  Iceni than the entire Legion was sent up north to deal  with the 
Caledonians. The last Legate was a man without understanding.  The Emperor, Trajan, withdrew too 
many  troops  from  Britain  for  his  everlasting  campaigns,  leaving  skeleton  crews  to  man  the 
barricades.  The tribesmen seethed under a minimal army presence, and the entire north went up in 
flames.  
Under  four  thousand  marched  north  when  Autumn  arrived  with  the  heavy  mists  that  hid  the 
marauding tribesmen.  The Caledonians harassed them but it never came to a direct frontal fight. 
They hung around the flanks, like wolves, picking off stragglers and those on the fringes.  They made 
sudden raids on our rearguard, and loosened their arrows into us, then disappeared.  The parties 
sent out after them never came back.
A Legate, who was also a soldier might have saved us, but ours was not used to fighting real battles. 
By the time we reached Agricola's old headquarters on the Antonine Wall, another thousand of us 
had gone by death or desertion.  The old fortifications were crumbling and the water supply had 
given out.
The whole north had gathered in strength by then so we were trapped   We withstood one attack, and 
after it was over, we rolled our dead down the banks into the moat.  Then, we selected a spokesman, 
who approached the Legate with an offer to seek terms with the Painted Ones.  The Legate called us 
evil names, resulting in more than half of us deserting.
Then, the Legate saw his error, and coaxed the ringleaders to put away their arms and rejoin the 
battle.  No repercussions would ensue and he would make a good report of them.  The mutineers 
could not turn back because they knew what the word of the Senate would be, decimation.  Every 
tenth man would be stoned to death by his comrades. So the mutiny continued, and the Legate was 
killed.  The tribesmen stormed over the barricades to help with the slaughter of the officers.  By 
morning,  there  was barely  two full  cohorts  left.   The  rest  were  not  all  dead.   Some joined  the 
tribesmen, and now are living among them with native wives.
We survivors decided to try to return to Eburacum with the Eagle standard, but they never made it. 
The tribe picked up our trail and hunted us as is if it were a sport.  Our wounded dropped out, and we 
heard them die.  I had a wound I could put three fingers into so I dropped off the trail and hid from the  
tribesmen until I managed to walk to a village, where a woman took me in.  Later, I saw a column of  
tribesmen file  past  going  north  carrying  the  Eagle  standard.”   Note:   A second  9th Legion  was 
commissioned  100  years  later  in  Libya.  This  was merely  military  housekeeping  to  refill  a  long-
standing vacancy in the numerical order of the Legions of the Empire.
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Two Great Walls That Could Be Seen From Space

By 154AD, two monstrous walls were implanted on Albann soil - to hold back an army the Roman 
propaganda machine had claimed was annihilated at Mons Gramineus 70 years earlier. The result of 
this defacement would be a permanent state of war between the Picts and the Roman Empire. Only 
the departure of one or the other from Britain would bring peace - and the Picts had nowhere to go.  
The question begs to be asked; why did the Romans invest so much money and effort in a 15,000-
man garrison to hold back an enemy that was reportedly annihilated at Mons Gramineus?

In war, the first casualty is truth - California Senator Hiram Warren Johnson

The Legacy of the Hadrian and Antonine Walls
By 154AD,  there were two monstrous walls  defacing Albann soil.   Picts  would never  forget  nor 
forgive these Romans. The hatred ran so deep that over 500 years later, when King Nehhtonn III tried 
to bring the Pictic Church under the umbrella of the Roman Church, the Northern Kingdom separated 
and tore Albann apart  rather  than submit  to  the authority of  the new Romans.  Nehhtonn’s  own 
subjects rose up, and he fled to Ulster, returning only when Onnuss, his battle Commander, won the 
day and invited him back, to die an old man in peace.  
Although the Antonine was a "wall too far", it did serve to effectively limit Pict resettlement south of 
the wall for a time. That divide would later result in a great cultural schism creating two Scotlands, 
that hated each other, Highlanders north of the line and Lowlanders to the south.  In the end, it would 
destroy the destiny of the Picts, then the Gaels.  The real purpose of the two walls was to prevent Pict 
resettlement, and it worked.  The devastating losses incurred on the Picts by the Romans and their 
Brythonic lackeys, weakened them, and eventually, allowed Irish Gaels to settle in Argyll, Brythonic 
Welsh in Strathclyde, Gododdin and Galloway, Anglo-Saxons in Lothian, and the later incursions by 
the Vikings in the north & west. These foreign visitants would be the Picts’ undoing.  They would 
have to offer the refugee Gaels complete equality or perish.
Romans could never build permanent settlements in Albann.  However, south of the Antonine Wall, 
so many Roman forts were established that they carpeted the landscape, and were in sight of one 
another. Finally, the expense grew so great, they abandoned hope, and retreated back to "Hadrian's 
Wall." Picts had the ability to deny the Romans any breathing space, and to effectively harass them. 
Foreign  auxiliary  troops were  used as  front  line  guards.   Regular  Roman Legions were held in 
reserve to go to any threatened point that had been breached.  By the early fifth century AD, Rome 
could not cope with increasingly devastating raids.  With Pict raids in the north persisting, and their  
ULLADD allies increasingly raiding, the Romans started  losing their grip on Britain. Hadrians Wall 
was abandoned in 380AD, their Legions left in 410AD, some answered urgent calls for assistance and 
came back a few times, then finally left in 453AD forever.                                                             Page 113



Romans use Britons as Auxilliaries and Slaves

The Roman Empire  was built  upon the principle  of  servitude  (slavery)  in  the lower  echelons of 
society. Romans used slave labour throughout their Empire for large construction projects such as 
these two Walls.  The only cheap source of labour would have been the Brythonic Cemru. An Army 
tradesman would have supervised, and the Roman Military Commandant, or his designate, was the 
on-the-job inspector.   “Firbolg” Brythonic Celts were in a state of turmoil  in that  they hated the 
Romans and they feared the Picts.  They had nowhere to run. 

Refugee Celts who fled into Southern Albann, were originally from Pretania.  They were in a strange 
place but the Romans had a use for them; they were utilized as auxiliary cohorts (mercenaries) to 
drive out Scotti raiders and Pictii guerrillas.  When  Irish raiders from Leinster in Eastern Hibernia  
settled in Anglesey in Northwestern Wales, nine cohorts of 5,000 Brythonic troops were recruited 
(three infantry and six cavalry), some were sent to Wales to dislodge them.  In 390AD, those troops 
under Cunedda expelled the Irish, and settled there themselves, creating the Kingdom of Gwynedd, 
which embarked on a 160 year campaign of conquest until its kings were recognized as the high 
Kings of all of Wales.                                                                                                           
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Pict Raids Increase as Rome Enters a Period of Civil War
The Pictii excelled in their running attacks on isolated outposts, and in nighttime surprise attacks on 
stronger positions.  Today, it would be called 'guerrilla warfare.' Bran had been High King of Albann 
(177-184), a son of Carvorst, founder of the kingdom of Strathclyde. (Also known as Corvus in Roman 
history).  He was a gr-gr grandson of Caratacus, the High king of Southern Britain, 40-43AD. Bran 
was killed in 184 fighting the great Roman General, Ulpius Marcellus.

After,  a  series  of  attacks  in  197,  the  Roman  Governor  of  Britain,  Lupus,  was  forced  to  pay  a 
humiliating price to purchase peace from the Picts, while the Emperor, Septimius Severus, was busy 
putting down a rebellion in Gaul.  After an attack by the Picts in 208, Septimius Severus was forced to 
personally intervene from 208 to 211, and went to the Albann frontier, where he repaired damaged 
parts of the Antonine Wall. However, this re-occupation only lasted a few years.  Herodian reported 
the Picts fought naked and painted their bodies with designs of animals. In 250AD, Solinus reported a 
similar practice by some of the conquered Britons. 

After 215, the area between the two walls became a killing ground for both Romans and Picts.  Both 
antagonists pressured the Britons to support their causes.  The Romans use the Britons as cannon 
fodder for their strained military, and the Picts bullied them into turning a blind eye and to support  
their  raids.   The  Cruithni  of  Ireland  became a  frustrating  problem as  they  regularly  raided  and 
plundered the west coast of Roman Britain in support of their Pict brethren in Albann.  The Romans 
wanted an attack on Ireland, where they had commercial trading facilities but with an unsecured 
rearguard in southwest Albann due to Pict harassment, and with the meagre forces at their disposal,  
they decided not to attempt that invasion.

Magnus Maximus, Emperor of the Western Roman Empire

(c.AD 340-388) Latin:  Flavius Magnus Maximus Augustus;  (Welsh: Macsen;  English: Maximilian) 
Magnus Maximus was an Orthodox Christian, a Spaniard, and a Roman emperor who usurped his 
power, ruling parts of the Western Empire from 383-388.  According to Welsh legend, the Emperor 
Magnus Maximus, known as Macsen Wledig (the Imperator), was a widowed senator living in Rome. 
Being a member of the Constantinian Imperial family, he felt it unjust that the Empire was ruled by the 
Emperors, Gratian & Valentinian, but there was little he could do about it.

Maximus was a distinguished general, he was a junior officer in Britain in 368, during the quelling of 
the Great Conspiracy, he had served under Count Theodosius in Africa in 373 and in Germania in 376. 
His chance to become powerful came when  he was appointed Military governor of Pretania in 380AD, 
He defeated a major incursion of Picts & Irish in 381.
Legend tells how the arrival on the island of a large army of men caused quite a stir and, not realizing 
who it was, Eudaf sent Conan with an army to disperse them. Fortunately, Mauric persuaded all of  
their good intentions, Maximus was able to ride off to Eudaf's court at Carnarfon. 
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In 378, Western Roman emperor, Gratian, did not come to the aid of the Eastern emperor, Valens, at  
the Battle of Hadrianopolis against Gothic rebels, when the Romans took a bad beating, and then had 
let Valens' successor, Theodosius, fend for himself in the battle's aftermath in the Balkans. Maximus 
proclaimed Pretania as an independent Roman Province.
After Maximus was proclaimed emperor in Britain, he invaded Gaul. Gratian met the usurper at Paris 
where Gratian's soldiers and commander-in-chief deserted him for Maximus. When Gratian fled back 
towards Italy,  Maximus sent his cavalry commander,  Andragathius,  after him. Andragiathus killed 
Gratian  in  Lyons,  on  August  25,  383.  This  made  Maximus  ruler  of  Britain,  Gaul,  and  Hispania. 
Maximus was accepted by the very young Emperor Valentinian II  (who had been junior emperor 
under Gratian), as ruler of the area of the Western Empire beyond the Alps. 
Maximus set  up his capital  at  Trier and ruled over Britain,  Gaul  & Spain for  four years.  He was 
baptized a Christian, and was recognized as Emperor by Theodosius who was occupied with his own 
troubles  elsewhere.  Eventually,  Maximus was forced to  make a  move against  Gratian's  younger 
brother, Valentinian, who threatened his rule. He invaded Italy, took Milan and for a year besieged 
Rome,  before  Conan  arrived  once  more  and  finished  the  job.  Unfortunately  though,  Valentinian 
escaped. He soon returned, backed up by the Roman Emperor of the East, Theodsoius. Maximus' 
forces were twice defeated at Illyricum, before he was finally executed, with his son, at Aquileia.
The trend of generals holding de facto power in the west had begun. Maximus's relations with the 
church began the long battle over secular rulers having influence over the church. In addition, his 
use of barbarians (non Romans) was another foreshadowing of the conditions prevalent in the west 
during the fifth century.   Magnus Maximus was the last really powerful  emperor in the west;  his 
defeat all but insured that Constantinople would become the centre and focus of the Empire.

Picts have their revenge
In AD410, the Roman army evacuated an uneasy Britain to tend to an uncontrolled influx of Barbarians on 
their eastern frontiers. The 325 year Pict/Roman war had finally ended. Thirteen generations of Roman 
aggression left the Picts with a hunger for revenge, if not on the Romans, certainly on their Brythonic 
lackeys.   It  would  be  up  to  the  Picts  to  re-establish  their  former  frontiers. Tallorhh  led  several 
devastating raids south of Hadrian’s Wall.  Their lingering hatred of the Romans and their puppet 
Brythonic lackeys in the south, spurred the Picts to send war parties deep into Southern Britain. With 
the withdrawal of the Roman army, the Picts could roam and pillage at will.

Drust (Iron Fist) of 100 battles, led several raids into Pretania.  The domesticated Britons were no 
match for his cavalry and chariots.  The Picts devastated Southern Britain. They went on a rampage, 
after their long oppression. With the Romans gone, their frustration was vented against the Roman 
puppets, the Britons, who had been instrumental in tormenting them.  It is believed that Drust  was 
the Pict leader when they burned Londinium, and left it a smoking ruin - as a final act of retribution 
for all the suffering and hardship the Picts had endured under a ruthless Roman military oppression.

In North Britain, the sun was rising on a new superpower. The curtain of Roman oppression had 
lifted, resulting in an Albann Empire reminiscent of what had been before.  However, they had been 
denied their southern lands for 350 years, and they had suffered grievous losses in manpower and 
property.  There  were  now  three  militarily  strong  Brythonic  countries  in  their  former  southern 
territory; Strathclyde, Gododdin and Galloway.  All three were afraid of the Picts but were in varying 
degrees hostile to them.  Resettlement would be difficult.

In the south, Brythonic chiefs were now often wearing Roman togas so the Picts had no respect for  
them.  They were treated as traitors to Pre-Roman Celtic/Pict values, and were routinely beheaded in 
the Pict way.  The Picts were back, much like before the Romans came, raiding Celtic farms and 
towns, only this time they had an attitude.  Primordial fear swept through Brithonic towns as the 
Picts stormed through their territories at will.  Roman officials in Gaul were contacted, and they sent 
over  several  regular  Roman Cavalry officers to help organize a  defence.   However,  nothing was 
working, so other more drastic measures had to be taken.   The Britons appealed to Vortigern. 
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The answers to a mystery 

 Why were the Picts such an effective fighting force that the Romans were scared to death of them? 
Why were the two great Walls known as the worst posting in the Empire?  First, some astounding 
facts about Pict society and warfare:

✔ The  Picts  of  Albann  had  a  highly  centralized  government  system  before  0AD,  when  the 
southern Picts had a mere figure-head High King, who had no real power. How do we know this? 
The Albann Empire underwent a massive building program between 100BC and 0AD, culminating 
in the construction of over one hundred huge identical Broch lookouts/refuges throughout Albann. 
Those Brochs were the best example of dry-stone masonry the world has ever seen.  Very high 
temperature fusing of dry stone was also used in many stone fortifications throughout Albann (i.e. 
Dun Skeig on a pont of land in the west of Kintyre).

✔ The Picts had a superb iron technology by 450BC.  How do we know that?  An isolated tribe of 
Picts  situated  on  the  Kintyre  Peninsula,  called  the  'Epidii'  by  the  Greeks  ('Dal  n'Aradd'  by 
themselves), invaded Antrim in 450BC, and militarily dominated Ireland for one thousand years!

✔ How did they defeat the Irish natives so quickly?  The Picts had a very efficient war chariot 
system that utilized superb equestrian & iron technology, when the Irish had neither. The Irish 
were so impressed they called the Picts 'Cruithni' (the Creators).  (Check a Gaelic dictionary).

✔ Where  did  the  Picts  get  their  superior  iron  technology?   The  Greeks  began  trading  with 
northern Picts about  1,000BC.  The Greeks had a superb iron technology since 1300BC.  Picts 
offered Walrus tusks, which were worth their weight in gold.  Greeks offered iron technology.  We 
know this Greek/Pict trade was very successful because the Picts readily adopted Greek names, 
gods and their alphabet.

✔ Where did the Picts use this Greek iron technology? In their Brochs.  Several Peat ovens were 
found in  most  Brochs,  which  were  obviously  used to  heat  the  square  stones to  a  very high 
temperature to fuse them together more effectively.  This same technology would have been used 
to fabricate highly tempered weapons of war.

✔ The Picts used guerrilla warfare, which ground down the Romans, who were not used to it. 
The Picts never fought the Romans in large numbers.  Their conflicts were always on the Picts'  
terms.  The  battle  of  Mons  Gramenius  was  fiction  conjured  up  by  Tacitus  14  years  after  the 
disastrous Roman winter of 84/85AD, in far northern Albann.  To put it simply, the Romans starved 
in desolation, froze in the dark and never went back.

✔ Picts were taller, stronger and were used to the Sub-Arctic northern Albann climate, whereas 
the Romans were a short, warm weather Mediterannean people, who were not acclimatized to the 
cold, nor were they physically or mentally able to function in it. This cold weather adaptability of  
the  Picts  was  later  very  effectively  displayed  by  their  descendents,  the  Highland  Scottish 
regiments in Scotland, Canada, New Zealand and Australia.

✔ The terrible disaster of the 84/85AD winter in northern Albann taught the Romans they could 
not expect to defeat the Picts in the far north.  The missing legions had to be explained. They 
invented a victory, but no battle honours, credits, prisoners or booty were ever ascribed to it.  The 
Romans had mired themselves into a vicious, protracted and expensive war in a frozen desolate 
place, where they desperately did not want to be.

Ancient Pict gods of war must have been jubilant when, on June 19th 1944, the massed pipe bands of 
the Seaforth Highlanders of the 30,000 strong Canadian 1st Division marched triumphantly through 
Rome in a victory parade.  History had indeed gone full circle. 
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Picts perfected guerrilla hit and run warfare long before anyone else.  Their persistent harrying of the 
Romans was the reason why Rome could not invade Ireland.  It was also the reason the Romans 
packed up and left Britain in 410AD.  With Germans streaming across their eastern frontiers, and the 
necessity of meeting that challenge, they could not keep an adequate force in Pretania.

As for the Picts, this was a time for revenge, to do to the Brythonic puppets, what they had long 
endured.  No one in Albann could remember when they had peace.  With the Romans gone, peace for 
the Picts meant Hell for the Britons. To the Pict way of thinking, a couple of years of retribution to  
their enemy's stooges was nothing compared to the carnage they had suffered for over 300 years.

As for the Britons, something had to be done to quell the Picts.  Their strongest leader, Vortigern  
sought out the German pirates, under Hengist, and offered them gold to drive the Picts back to their 
own country.  Little did he know his measures would backfire, and unleash a far more deadly foe.  
The Britons who had given this land its name would later seek out Roman mercenaries and Pict allies 
to counter these Germans, these devils, who take no prisoners.  Generations of persecution under 
Celtic  Overlordship  in  their  northern  European  homeland,  had  ingrained  these  Germans  with  a 
burning hatred for all Celts.  Vortigern would become a name to be cursed by Pict & Briton alike.  
What he had initiated would consume his own people in a holocaust beyond his imagination.
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LEBENSRAUM
Vortigern Brings a Holocaust on His Own People

(Vortigern in  English, Gwrtheyrn  in Welsh,  Uurtigrnn  in  Pictish) unleashed  a  firestorm when  he 
brought in three shiploads of German pirates about 428AD to quell the Picts.  At first, his Teutonic 
mercenaries were content to beat back the Picts, and collect their pay.  Hengist was their first leader. 
He called in more Germans. Eventually, Hengist’s son, Octa, and his army, pushed the Picts back to 
Hadrian's Wall, then settled beside the River Tweed, calling it their "Schwertsraum" (Sword room), 
where they vowed to bow to no one. Nine years after their arrival, they revolted and set upon their  
Celtic paymasters. This was the birth of  Northumbria, an area that would later give nightmares to 
Picts, Britons, Irish and Scots alike.  The Picts sided with the Angles, as they were the lesser of two 
evils.  The Picts were consumed with regaining lost territories from the Britons.  The Anglo/Saxons 
were the enemies of their worst enemies so they must be their friends.  

Attila the Hun sweeps through Europe
In 450AD Attila, Emperor of the Huns and an ally of the Romans, proclaimed his intent to attack the 
powerful  Visigoth  kingdom  of  Toulouse,  making  an  alliance  with  Western  Roman  Emperor, 
Valentinian III.   He had previously been on good terms with the Western Roman Empire and had 
provided  sanctuary  to  its  de  facto ruler,  Flavius  Aëtius.  Attila  gathered  his  vassals—Gepids, 
Ostrogoths, Rugians, Scirians, Heruls, Thuringians, Alans, Burgundians, among others and began 
his march west. In 451, he arrived in Belgicae with an army exaggerated by Jordanes to half a million 
strong.

Attila was the Emperor of the Huns from 434 until his death in 453.  During his rule, he became one of 
the most fearsome of the Western and Eastern Roman Empires' enemies: he invaded the Balkans 
twice and marched through Gaul as far as Orleans before being defeated at the Battle of Chalons.  He 
refrained  from  attacking  either  Constantinople  or  Rome.  In  much  of  Western  Europe,  he  is 
remembered as the epitome of cruelty and rapacity. However he is regarded as a hero and his name 
is revered and used in Hungary, Turkey and other Turkic-speaking countries in western Asia.

Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Frisians from northern Germany fled in panic before his onslaught.  When 
they reached the channel, they grabbed whatever boats they could and paddled to Pretania.  This 
huge influx of Germans upset the Britons, who resisted them.  With the able help of several dedicated 
Roman cavalry officers, the Kemry were successful in containing the Saxons to the East of a line 
down the middle of Britain for a time.  A line of forts dotted the border between the two antagonists.  
A stalemate settled across southern Britain as it became divided into Germanic Anglo-Saxons in the 
East and Brythonic Cymru (pronounced Kemry) in the west.

For the next 800 years, the Celts and the English would be locked in a life or death struggle for 
“LEBENSRAUM” (living room).  It would affect all the other countries in the British Isles, and would 
eventually engulf them all in the Anglo-Saxon hunger for sovereignty and living space.  In its simplest 
form, the Saxons wanted the land the others had at any price, and in the end, they got it.  A terrible 
plague descended on Britain in 444AD.

The two most powerful Kemry kingdoms were Strathclyde in the north, and Gwynedd in the south. 
The  Southern  Picts  became  subservient  to  the  Kings  of  Strathclyde  for  several  decades  until  
Northumbria superseded Strathclyde, becoming the strongest military power in the north, if not in all  
of Britain.  The Pict/German military alliance eventually weakened the Kemry so that the Germans 
became the primary threat to Pict survival.  With Pict help, Northumbria had become the military 
colossus of the north.  Then, the Germans turned on the Picts, and struck out for the north. 
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THE LEGEND OF KING ARTHUR
For several years, the Kemry were the strongest military power by far.  They fought the Germans and 
won almost every battle.  This was the Heroic age of the Britons, the Age of the Legendary King 
Arthur and his Court.  King Arthur was said to be the son of Uther Pendragon and Igraine of Cornwall. 
Arthur is a near mythic figure in Celtic stories such as Culhwch and Olwen.  
In  early  Latin  chronicles,  Arthur  was  presented  as  a  military  leader,  the dux  bellorum.  In  later 
romances, he was presented as a king and emperor.  Whether Arthur really existed or whether he was 
the sum total of several kings, we will never know.  However, his name lives on in legend and folklore 
to this day.  The Britons desperately needed a hero, and Arthur was it.
King Arthur is a legendary British leader who, according to medieval histories and romances, led the 
defence of Britain against the Saxon invaders in the early 6th century. The details of Arthur's story 
were mainly composed of folklore and literary invention.  The sparse historical background of Arthur 
is gleaned from various sources, including the Annales Cambriae, the  Historia Brittonum, and the 
writings of Gildas.  Arthur's name also occurs in early poetic sources such as Y Gododdin.
The legendary Arthur developed as a figure of international interest largely through the popularity of 
Geoffrey of Monmouth's fanciful and imaginative 12th-century Historia Regum Britanniae (History of 
the Kings of Britain).  However, some Welsh and Breton tales relating the story of Arthur date from 
earlier than this work. In these works, Arthur appeared as a great warrior defending Britain from 
human and supernatural enemies or as a magical figure of folklore, sometimes associated with the 
Welsh Otherworld; Annan.
How much of Geoffrey's Historia (completed in 1138) was adapted from such earlier sources, rather 
than invented by Geoffrey himself, is unknown.  Although the themes, events and characters of the 
Arthurian legend varied widely from text to text, and there is no one canonical version, Geoffrey's 
version of events often served as the starting point for later stories. Geoffrey depicted Arthur as a 
king of Britain who defeated the Saxons and established an empire over Britain,   Ireland, Iceland, 
Norway and Gaul.
In fact, many elements and incidents that are now an integral part of the Arthurian story appear in 
Geoffrey's  Historia,  including  Arthur's  father, Uther  Pendragon,  the  wizard  Merlin,  the  sword 
Excalibur, Arthur's birth at Tintagel, his final battle against Mordred at Camlann in 537, and his final 
rest in Avalon.  The 12th-century French writer, Chrétien de Troyes, who added Lancelot and the Holy 
Grail to the story, began the genre of Arthurian romance, that became a significant strand of medieval 
literature. In these French stories, the narrative focus often shifts from King Arthur himself to other  
characters, such as various Knights of the Round Table.  
Arthurian literature thrived during the Middle Ages but waned in the centuries that followed until it  
experienced a major resurgence in the 19th century. The legend lives on, not only in literature but 
also in adaptations for theatre, film, television, comics and other media.  A 2004 film depicted Arthur 
as a Sarmatian, forced by the terms of a treaty into servitude in a Roman Cavalry unit, who switched 
sides, which is supposedly based on historical evidence.  In that film, the Picts are referred to as 
“Woads”, and the Saxons are shown attacking Hadrian's Wall from the north.  In fact, at that time, the 
Saxons had not remotely reached the vicinity of Hadrian's Wall.  These obvious fabrications detract 
from the entire integrity of the film, and it should not be taken seriously.
Arthur is firmly established as a historical figure, as the name was used by the nobility of both Picts 
and Britons for years after his death. However, there is no evidence that he was the King of tradition. 
To quote Nennius, “Arthur fought...together with the Kings of the Britons; but he was Dux Bellorum”. 
This is the Latin term for “Battle Commander”. 
Some theorists believe he was commander of an elite cavalry brigade, which would account for his 
many battles in widespread locations, and would confirm the popular view today that Arthur was a 
professional soldier: a brilliant military leader employed by an alliance of Brythonic Kings (mainly 
Strathclyde and Gwynedd) to support their desperate struggle for living space.  
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Following the collapse of Roman rule in Britain, racial wars of annihilation occurred throughout 
the Isles.  In the south, desperate German refugees from Attila's rampages in Europe wrestled 
the entire eastern half of the former Roman province of Pretania from the Britons. In the north, 
Strathclyde forged an empire,  and threatened to subjugate the Picts.   Northumbria invaded 
south-eastern Albann.  In Ireland, the UI Nialls expanded eastward, forcing desperate Firbolgs 
to flee into remote western Albann.  It was a time of legends and heroes larger than life.  Enter 
King Arthur,  Maelgwn Gwynedd, Brud Mauur, and finally, the advent of Christianity.   
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The Rise and Fall of the Empire of Strathclyde
The strongest of the three Brythonic kingdoms that arose in Roman-conquered land in southern 
Albann during their occupation of Britain was that of Strathclyde.  As the Picts retreated before 
the first Roman onslaught, the Britons flooded in.   Even the most uneducated Briton could 
understand Roman Latin to a point, as it was the same language 1,500 years earlier, and many 
words and phrases were similar in sound, if not the written word.  After the Romans subdued all 
of southern Britain, many Brythonic chiefs began to wear togas, and settled into become pale 
images of their Roman masters.

However,  the  Picts  were  something again.   They  spoke  a  unique  hybrid  Early  Basque/Old 
Norse/Q-Celtic/P-Celtic dialect that the Romans could not understand and visa versa.  Tradition 
has it that a British Prince,  Bran (Corbidh in Gaelic), and his followers founded Dumbarton in 
148AD.  The first fortified settlement developed into the citadel and city of Dumbarton (Fort of 
the Britons).  Dumbarton was an especially humiliating place to the Picts as it had been carved 
out of former Pict territory deep inside southwestern Albann.

At the height of the Strathclyde Empire, it stretched from its capital, Dumbarton, in the north 
down to Cymru (Wales) in the south. The legend of Arthur arose from these people.  Most of 
their  kings  are  little  known,  and  their  reign  lengths  are  only  approximate  dates. The  first 
historical mention of a Brythonic Kingdom on the Clyde River was about 450AD.  In British 
history,  a  native  Brythonic  kingdom,  Ail  Cluath (Al  Clut);  which  from the  6th  century,  had 
extended over the basin of the River Clyde and adjacent western coastal districts, including the 
county of Ayr.

King Gwyddno (543-547) moved the capital to Glasgow due to incessant attacks by the Scots. 
The name of the country was changed to Strathclyde (Vale of the Clyde) about 550.  Although 
often  referred  to  as  the Dark  Ages,  the  period  after  Roman  rule  in  Britain,  while  poorly 
understood, was considerably less dark than that of the Roman period.  Archaeologists and 
historians have offered varying accounts of this period over the last century.  Available written 
sources are largely Irish and Welsh, with little known of Alt Clut between 400 & 600.

The  primary  strength  of  this  powerful  northern  Brythonic  kingdom  emanated  from  its 
impregnable fortress capital, Dumbarton.  Later in the 8th century, Pict king, Onnus II, mounted 
at least three campaigns against Dumbarton, none successfully. In 750, Ónnus cooperated with 
Ecgberht of Northumbria in a campaign in which Tallorggann, a brother of Ónnus, was killed in 
a  heavy  Pictish  defeat  at  the  hands  of Teudebur  of  Strathclyde,  perhaps  at  Mugdock, 
near Milngavie.  Ecgberht is said to have taken the plain of Kyle in 750, around modern Ayr, 
presumably from Strathclyde.

Teudebur died around 752, and his son, Dyfnwal II (Donnell) faced a joint effort by Ónnus and 
Ecgberht in 753.  Again in 756, Onnus marched his combined army of Picts and Scots south to 
the  great  Briton  fortress  at  Dumbarton,  where  Northumbrians,  under  Ecgberht,  joined  him, 
intent on destroying the powerful Strathclyde Kingdom once, and for all.  The Picts, Scots and 
Northumbrians  laid  siege  to  Dumbarton,  and  extracted  a  submission  from  Dyfnwal.   It  is 
doubtful whether the agreement was kept as Ecgberht's army was all but wiped out on its way 
back to Northumbria, whether by their temporary allies, the Picts, or by the Britons, or by roving 
Danes,  is  unclear.   However,  a  weakened  Strathclyde  soon  became  a  vassal  state  of 
Northumbria. Onnus died in 761.

In 870, a Viking army sailed up the Clyde and defeated king Artgal in battle, sacked Dumbarton 
after a four-month siege, and occupied the country for a year.  Artgal escaped and fled to the 
court of the Albann king, Constantine, who had him murdered as per a prior agreement with the 
Vikings.  In 872, Albann king Constantine forced Artgal’s son, Rhunn, to marry his sister so he 
could maintain control over Strathclyde.  Eochu (876-889). Another son of Artgal, was expelled 
by  Albann  king  Donald  II,  and  fled  to  the  court  of  king  Anarawd of  Gwynedd,  whereupon 
Strathclyde became an appendage of Albann. 
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Strathclyde’s Love/Hate Relationship With Albann
The language of Strathclyde, and that of other Britons in surrounding areas under non-Pict control is 
known as Cumbric, a dialect closely related to Old Welsh.  This language was greatly influenced by 
its association with Pictish, and the Pictish dialect slowly became affected by Cumbric.
After the first Roman withdrawal in 410AD, all the Brythonic Kingdoms of Britain found themselves in 
a  life  or  death  struggle  against  the  newly  arrived  Germanic  refugees  from  northern  Europe. 
Strathclyde was the northern lynchpin of the Brythonic struggle for existence.
Both the Saxons and the Britons extended their northern tentacles into Albann beyond the Antonine 
Wall,  threatening  the  heartland  of  Pict  power.   The  Picts  became  desperate  to  stop  this  twin 
encroachment so they had no choice but to play their two enemies off against each other.
The kings of Gwynedd and Strathclyde led the Britons.  The Anglo-Saxons of Northumbria led the 
Germans.  At first, the Picts sided with the Germans, as they were less of a threat.
As the situation between the Britons and the Saxons entered a stalemate period, Strathclyde turned 
on the Picts, and forced them into a subordinate partnership against the Germans.  The Picts did 
what  they  do  best,  and  their  Princesses  looked for  suitable  fathers  for  their  sons  amongst  the 
Brythonic twins, Gwynedd and Strathclyde.
In 555AD, Brud Mauur was selected as High king.  He was a son of Maelgwn Gwynedd + Drusticc,  
Drust V’s sister.  He was a strong ruler; he brought the Orcadians back under control, he fixed the 
Scottish problem, he manipulated the Scots into seizing the Isle of Mann, he brought the Maeatae 
pirates under control, and he played the Scots off against the Saxons.
Brud  died  in  584,  leaving  the  High  throne  to  Galanann  VI,  a  son  of  king  Dfynwal  (Donnell)  of  
Strathclyde + Brud’s sister.  The loose card was Aédan mac Gabhran of Dalriada, who had married 
into Brud’s family but had lost his influence when Galanann came to power.  Aédan began raiding 
Pict settlements again in the Scottish fashion.  He also raided Saxon outposts, incurring the wrath of 
the great  Æthelfrid, warrior  king of Bernicia.
In 598,  Æthelfrid defeated the Strathclyde army in a major battle at  Catraeth; paving the way for 
Anglian territorial expansion to the Dalriadan border.
In 603, Æthelfrid repelled an attack by Áédan at Daegsastan, defeating him with great loss.  That was 
the last historical record of Áédan.  Æthelfrid then led his Saxons into Dalriada, and burned anything 
standing, houses, crops, monasteries and churches.  Galanann stood by and gloated.
In  616AD, Æthelfrid attacked the   Welsh  and defeated them in a great battle at Chester.  He also 
massacred the monks of Bangor, who were assembled to aid the Welsh by their prayers.  This war 
had a strategic importance in the separation of the northern Welsh from the Strathclyde Britons, 
thereby ending Strathclyde’s dream of heading a Brythonic Empire.
The close relationship between Albann and Strathclyde is demonstrated by the fact  that  several 
Kings of Albann were sons of Strathclyde Kings, including:

• DRUST II (486-493), a son of king Cynvar of Strathclyde.

• NEHHTONN II (506-511) was also king Neifion of Strathclyde.

• Galanann VI (584-594), a son of king Dfynwal of Strathclyde.

• Galanann VII (631-635), a son of king Gwyddno of Strathclyde.

• BRUD II (635-641), another son of king Gwyddno of Strathclyde.

• BRUD IV (672-693), a son of king Beli of Strathclyde.

Page 123

http://www.economicexpert.com/a/Bangor:Wales.htm


The Great Alt Clut Fortress of Strathclyde

Approaching Dumbarton Rock from the town-site.
Caerbrython in Welsh, Dunbrutann in Pictish (pronounced Dunbritan) and Dumbarton in English, was 
the home of the greatest natural fortress in all of Britain with the possible exception of Dunnottar.  It  
was the citadel, sanctuary, and centre of the Strathclyde Empire for 500 years. 
Alt Clut (or Clyde Rock) was the result of hot plasma from a volcano.  The volcano eventually wore 
away but the solidified plasma remained.  Today, it is one-third the height of its original size. The twin 
peaked volcanic plug rises 240ft above the surrounding flat-lands, with the River Clyde on one side 
and the River Leven on the other. The original fortress was built by the Britons, who settled here 
during the Roman occupation.  After the Romans left, and the Picts re-entered the area between the 
Antonine and Hadrian Walls, it became the sanctuary and strategic centre of the Strathclyde Empire .  
Try as they could, neither the German Angles nor the Picts were ever able to take the rock fortress, 
even when they became allies under Onnus Mauur in a war against the Britons (750-756).

The rock is actually two peaks with a ravine between them. The entire structure was heavily fortified 
with cannon, which commanded a broad swath of the Clyde estuary. As history would prove, the two 
peaks were impregnable but the weak spot was the ravine and its well.
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Aerial view of Alt Clut showing defensive walls and housing
The Dark Age history of Alt Clut is unclear, though the King of the Britons of Strathclyde in the 570s 
was Rhydderch Hael, who features in Norse legends. During his reign Merlin stayed at Alt Clut. Two 
centuries later, in 756, the first (and second) losses of Dumbarton Rock were recorded. A joint force 
of Picts and Angles from Northumbria captured Alt Clut after a long siege, only to lose it again a few 
days later.   The Angle army then mysteriously disappeared, perhaps by an unhappy Onnus Mauur.
By 870AD, Alt Clut was home to a tightly packed Brithonic settlement that served as a fortress and as 
the capital of Strathclyde. Buildings would have occupied every even vaguely flat space on the rock. 
Then the Vikings attacked:  Ivar  Beinlaus en route from capturing York,  and Olaf  the White from 
Ireland. They besieged Alt Clut for 15 weeks before capturing the well and destroying it, carrying the 
loot and all the survivors off as slaves to Ireland in a fleet of 200 ships.  Strathclyde never regained 
its pre-eminent position in the high level power struggles of Britain.  In the year, 1018, Malcolm II  
incorporated it into the Empire of Albann following his defeat of the Northumbrians at the Battle of 
Carham.
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The view of the Clyde estuary from a lower level of Alt Clut, much as it was in 500AD.
The guns of Alt Clut controlled the entire estuary and entrance to the Clyde river and beyond.

View of the river Leven (the outlet of Loch Lomond), and town of Dumbarton from the top of the 
fortress ramparts, looking towards the north-east. During WW2, the Germans bombed the factories 
here, as they produced the Sunderland Patrol aircraft.                                                                  Page 126



 The Rise and Fall of Northumbria
Northumbria was formed from the coalition of two 
originally independent states—Bernicia, which was 
a  settlement  at  Bamburgh  on  the  Northumbrian 
coast, and Deira, lying to the south of it.  Æthelfrid, 
ruler of Bernicia (593–616),  won control  of Deira, 
creating  the  Angle  kingdom  of  Northumbria. 
Supporters of Edwin, a representative of the Deiran 
Royal house, who then ruled both kingdoms; killed 
Deira in battle but thereafter, apart from a few very 
short  intervals,  Bernician  royalty  controlled  a 
united Northumbria.

Nehhtonn II was also King Neifion of Strathclyde. 
Albann was very much under the influence of the 
Strathclyde  Britons  in  the early  seventh  century. 
Saint  Columba died at  Iona in  597AD.  In  616AD, 
Æthelfrid captured  Chester,  isolating  Strathclyde 
from Wales.  Æthelfrid fell in the battle, and Edwin 
became king.

King Cadwalla of Gwynedd killed Edwin in the battle of Hatfield in 633.  Consequently, his son, King 
Ecgberht of Bernicia, fled into exile among the Picts, and married a Pict Princess.  Albann High kings 
became puppets of the Northumbrians.  During this time, the sons of Edwin's predecessor,  King 
Æthelfrid, lived in exile among the Picts, and were converted to Celtic Christianity.  The eldest son, 
Ecgberht, married a Pict Princess and begat a son, Tallorh, who became High King of Albann in 653. 
Upon  Edwin's  death,  Ecgberht  inherited  the  Northumbrian  sub-kingship  of  Bernicia.   During 
Ecgberht's exile in Albann, he was the real power there.

Southern  Picts  fell  under  the  domination  of  the  Northumbrian  Angles  from 616  to  the  Battle  of 
Nechtansmere in 685.  During this time, the Kings of Northumbria determined the kings of Albann. 
Saint Cuthbert visited the Picts, who he referred to as "Niduari" (nestlings in Latin).  Tallorh V (653-
657) (Son of sister of Tallorh IV + King Ecgberht, and a nephew of King Oswiu of Bernicia, ruled 
Albann under Northumbrian sufferance. At the end of Tallorh V's reign,  Oswiu attacked southern 
Albann, and occupied it for thirty years. Many Angles settled in southern Albann during this period. 

In 678, Ecgberht appointed Trumwine at Abernethy on the south shore of the River Forth, as Bishop 
of  the Picts,  indicating the victory of  672  had bought  all  Southern Albann within  the  control  of  
Northumbria.  Galanann ruled the free north for 6½ years.  In documenting the Anglo/Saxon victory 
over the Picts, Bede wrote "filling two rivers with corpses, so that, marvelous to relate, the slayers  
passed over the river dry-shod, pursued and slew the crowd of fugitives".   

In  684,  Ecgberht  sent  an  expedition  to  ravage  Ulidia  under  his  general,  Berht,  which  was 
unsuccessful in the sense that the Northumbrians took no Irish land.  However, Ecgberht's men did 
manage to seize large numbers of slaves, and made off with a significant amount of plunder. Bede 
wrote that not even the monasteries and churches were spared.  The excuse given was that the Irish 
Church was different than the Northumbrian church.  The kingdom of Northumbria extended to the 
west coast of Britain by the mid-7th century, and it also rapidly expanded northward into Albann, at 
one time extending as far north as the River Tay. To the south, the power of Saxon Mercia checked a 
further  southern  expansion  of  the  kingdom.  The  Northumbrians  contented  themselves  with 
dominating the Scotti, Pictii and Britons.  For about thirty years, they actually occupied the entire 
southern lowlands of Albann, and ran things through puppet kings.  Things were about to change 
drastically. The seething hatred for these new Romans was coming to a boiling point.
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Brud IV Destroys Northumbria’s Aspirations
In 672, the power brokers of Albann defied the Northumbrians, and elected Brud, son of Beli, king of  
Strathclyde, as their high King.  In 682, Brud led a fleet north and destroyed the growing Orcadian 
sea  power.   In  683,  he  destroyed  the  Scottish  fortress  of  Dunnadd,  and  re-annexed  Dalriada. 
However, in Northumbria, encouraged by his expedition against Ireland, and frustrated by his lack of 
success in the south, Ecgberht decided that another military foray against the Picts was in order.  
Early in 685, "leading his army to ravage the province of the Picts", he met the Pict army at the Battle 
of Nehhtonnsmere, where everything went wrong.  On 20 May 685, Brud faced a huge host of Angle 
invaders  on  the  plains  of  Dunnichen,  in  Angus.  The  battle,  which  followed,  called  the  Battle  of 
Nechtansmere by the Angles,  remains one of  the most  significant  turning points  in  history.  The 
Angles had defeated every force which they had faced, and had occupied Southern Albann for 30 
years.  Brud managed to succor the invaders into a swamp in an area he knew well.  

The pent up fury of suffering under the arrogant Angles exploded, his army massacred the entire 
Angle host including its proud king, Ecgberht, as well as "cleansing" the land by killing or enslaving 
all Angles, who had settled in Albann. Had Brud lost that great battle, today’s Scotland would not  
exist, and all of Britain would have been English from that point onward.  The battle was a disaster 
for Northumbria; ending whatever pretenses it had to be the dominant military power in Britain. It 
marked the end of its expansionist era that had begun eighty years before in the time of Æthelfrid. 
The legacy of the Warrior King, Ecgberht, who instilled such terror into the people of North Britain,  
became etched into the Welsh language forever, as the Welsh translation for  dangerous is "Enbyd".  

Brud’s brother, Owain, had ruled Strathclyde, and had previously defeated and killed Domnall Brecc, 
king of Dalriada at the battle of Strathcarron in 642. It was this victory that confirmed Strathclyde as 
the dominant power in Northern Britain in the mid-seventh century, and this dominance explains how 
a Strathclyde prince was able to impose himself on the neighbouring kingdom of Albann.  Brud's 
father, Beli, played an important role in his victory with substantial numbers of Strathclyde troops 
participating.  This  victory  marked  the  ascendancy  of  the  Kingdom  of  Strathclyde  as  the  prime 
military power in the north, eclipsing Northumbria. That hegemony lasted 185 years, and ended in the 
year 870, when Vikings under Olaf and Ivar sailed up the Clyde and looted the country for a year, until  
they were satisfied there was nothing left.

In 756AD, Onnus I marched his army south to the great Brythonic fortress at Dumbarton, where Scots 
and Northumbrians joined him intent on destroying the powerful Strathclyde Kingdom once, and for 
all. This time, the combined armies nearly succeeded in capturing the great rock fortress, but in a  
stunning  reversal,  they  were  nearly  destroyed  in  battle,  and  Onnus  made  a  humiliating  retreat. 
However, a weakened Strathclyde became a vassal state of Northumbria. Onnus died in 761.  The 
cultural life and political unity of Northumbria was destroyed by the arrival of the Danes. The Danish 
captured York in 866.  Early in the 10th century, other Scandinavians from the Irish Sea area entered 
and settled western Northumbria.   After  the last Scandinavian ruler of York was expelled in 944, 
Northumbria became a broken earldom within the greater kingdom of England.

In the final  analysis,  it  was primarily the Picts and their  abilities that  defeated the Northumbrian 
Angles from taking over all of Northern Britain, and also curbed their power so that they never again 
became a threat to the north. Pict hatred for Angles assured that Picts would never again be allies 
with them.  In the 11th century, it was the Saxons of the South of England that became the threat. 
After 1066, it was the turn of the Normans to infiltrate Scotland and eventually usurp the Scottish 
crown.  By the 17th century, the Normans had married into the old Pict Royal lines so that they could 
claim to be the natural heirs of the great Pict kings, although their kings were raised in a Norman 
milieu, which despised everything Pictish.  Brud V also fought the Northumbrians (this time far south 
of Albann) and is thought to have destroyed yet another Northumbrian host, and killed a Teutonic 
sub-king in the Lothians. He died in 706. Saint Adámnan, the 9th Abbot of Iona, and head of the 
Dalriadic Church, attempted unsuccessfully to persuade Brud IV to adopt Roman Catholic Tonsular 
usage, and to change the date of Easter to conform to the recent changes in Rome.
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 Maelgwn Gwynedd (Heroic Hound of War)
In the Historia Brittonum, Nennius says that "the great king Mailcun reigned among the Britons, i.e.,  
in  Gwynedd".   He adds that  Maelgwn's  ancestor  Cunedda arrived in  Gwynedd 146  years  before 
Maelgwn's reign, coming from Manaw Gododdin, and expelled the Scots with great slaughter.

The history of Brythonic Gwynedd begins with this partial conquest of the Gaelic peoples of northern 
Wales by Maelgwn's great-grandfather, Cunedda, with the conquest finally completed by Maelgwn's 
father, Cadwallon. Maelgwn was the first king to enjoy the fruits of his family's conquests and he is 
considered the founder of the medieval kingdom's royal family.

Maelgwn,  more  commonly  known,  as  Maelgwn  Gwynedd  (a  son  of  Cadwallon  Llawhir),  was  a 
historical figure who appeared larger than life.  Maelgwn, also known as Maelgwn Hir (The Tall), ruled 
Gwynedd  from the  520s  until  his  death  in  572,  and  emerged  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  and 
influential rulers of 6th century Britain.  He was said to be a great patron of the arts and a skilled 
lawgiver.  The evidence suggests he held a pre-eminent position among the kings in Wales, and in 
parts of northern Britain known as 'The Old North' (Welsh: Yr Hen Ogledd).

Maelgwn was a generous supporter of Christianity, making donations to fund churches throughout 
Wales, far beyond the bounds of his own kingdom.  What is certain is that Maelgwn established court 
at Deganwy (the hill-name Bryn Maelgwn preserves his name there) where he surrounded himself 
with  the  best  poets  and  artisans  of  the  Kingdom,  all  of  who  wrote  glowingly  of  their  patron's  
achievements.

The  only  contemporary  information  about  him  is  provided  by  Gildas  (the  renowned  Monk  who 
became  a  Saint),  who  included  Maelgwn  among  the  five  British  kings  who  he  condemned  in 
allegorical  terms.  He said Maelgwn held a  regional  pre-eminence among the other  four kings of 
Cymru, going on to say that he overthrew his maternal uncle to gain the throne.  Gildas’s prejudice 
was probably due to his unforgiving nature regarding Maelgwn’s desertion of his Monk’s oaths, that 
he had returned to the secular world; which was an unpardonable sin in some eyes.  He wrote that 
Maelgwn had been married  and divorced,  then married to  the widow of  his  nephew  after  being 
responsible for his nephew's death.

Gildas referred to Maelgwn by his older name, Maglocunus; which meant heroic hound of war.  It was 
softened down into  Mailcun, to become Maelgwn. Appending the name of the kingdom to his own 
most commonly references him as Maelgwn Gwynedd.  It was common practice for kings of those 
days to modify or change their names after attaining positions of power.

Maelgwn's donations to the Christian missionaries supports this notion, as these are not restricted to 
the Kingdom of Gwynedd, but are spread throughout northern and southern Wales, in the various 
regions  where  the  descendants  of  Cunedda  held  sway.   This  implies  that  Maelgwn  had  a 
responsibility to those regions, to a degree beyond the responsibilities of a king to his own kingdom.

By the time of his death, Maelgwn had established himself as the pre-eminent ruler of the region, and 
his sons, Rhunn and Brud, would inherit both Gwynedd and Albann.  Although, it is doubtful that he 
ever met Brud. The “Annales Cambriae” claims he died from the yellow plague that swept Britain in 
547-549.

As the other Southern Welsh kingdoms fell one by one to the Saxons, only Wales (Cymru in Welsh) 
stood fast.  It was not until the thirteenth century that the Tudor kings of England were finally able to 
subjugate Wales to Anglo-Saxon rule.  According to Irish records, Pict High King, Brud Maurr (died c. 
584), was the son of a Maelchon (in Gaelic). Aside from having a similar name, there is nothing else 
that indicates the father of Brud was Maelgwn Gwynedd.  Brud's father could have been either an 
Irish nobleman or Maelgwn Gwynedd.
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Britons Flee Britain for Hopeful Safe Havens In Mainland Europe

Beset by Germans on all sides, many Brythonic-speaking Britons fled overseas to Armorica in 
Gaul  and  to  Gallaecia  in  northern  Spain.   These  European  outposts  of  Brythonic  Celts 
flourished for a time but eventually succomed to native nationalism on the European continent.

Their lasting legacy may be the many words they passed on to the languages of their  new 
neighbours.  In a remarkably humane reversal, in the early 21st century, English and Scottish 
governments uniquely finally changed their attitudes towards their Celtic nationals, and began 
to treat their Brythonic and Gaelic speaking minorities with decency and respect.
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PICTISH  PHILOLOGYPICTISH  PHILOLOGY
The Study of a Lost LanguageThe Study of a Lost Language

What language did the ancient Picts actually speak? As linguists uncover more of the foundations of 
Basque  and  Pictish,  recent  discoveries  have  indicated  that  an  early  branch  of  Indo-European 
separated from the central European group, and formed a western fringe dialect in Iberia and the 
Pretannic Isles. After 200BC, languages in the British Isles were split into three main groups; Q-Celtic 
(Goidelic) as spoken by the Milesians of Southern Ireland and some semi-isolated Picts in western 
Albann, P-Celtic (Cumbric) spoken by the Cymru south of the Firth of Forth, and a Proto-Celtic/West-
Norse/Goidelic/Brythonic mixed dialect spoken by the Cruithni (Picts) of Albann and Ulidia.

The proof of this is that several distinctly Pict names were Goidelic in nature, while others were 
Brythonic. In addition, there were doubtlessly several peculiar hinterland dialects spoken in semi-
isolated communities i.e. the western lochs of Argyle, the Hebridies, Orkney, the Shetlands and the 
Faroes.  The first Celtic language in Britain has been referred to as Gallo-Brythonic. The most likely 
scenario is that pre-historical Pictish was a Proto-Celtic language, while historical Pictish borrowed 
(and adjusted) words from first; Goidelic, then Brythonic, but customized them to a Pictish norm, 
thereby rendering them distinct. What is the evidence of this?  In place names, and king lists.

A previously unexplained oddity was the existence of several  Celtic type word structures in Pre-
Celtic Pictish.  The recent acceptance of a Proto-Celtic offshoot of Early Celtic branching out far 
earlier than previously thought, explains these phenomena.   At the eastern end of the Antonnine Wall 
was a place called Peanfahel in Pictish, which can be argued to be of Celtic structure, but remains 
unique, as it contains both Brythonic and Goidelic structures (pean being Brythonic and fahel being 
Goidelic). The Cape facing Orkney is Cape Orcas, a word that is found in ancient Irish, not ancient 
Brythonic.  However, there is no proof it was exclusively Goidelic. In Pictish, a farm lot was called Pit, 
a valley was called Dal and the confluence of two rivers was called Aber.  The word, Caledon is not 
Celtic, it may be Latinized Proto-Celtic.

Out of thirty-eight place names in Ptolemy's map of Albann, only sixteen were recognized as Celtic, 
the rest being pre-Celtic (or Proto-Celtic), and found within the Pict heartland of Moray.   (i.e. Damnil, 
Alamis, Tinna, Loxa, Naneus, Itys,  Vedra, Brgita, Gadeni, Selgoua, Nouius, Abos and, Otadeni.   By 
the first century AD, there were an assortment of Celtic people living in Albann, none of which were 
recognized as Goidelic.  The Pictish fetish for doubling of consonants may have originated from 
contact with the  Beaker people, who are now recognized as treking into western Europe from the 
north-east (Balkans).  In fact, the only other place in Europe, where people double up on consonants 
in a similar manner is in the Balkans, where place names such as Tallinn are common.

In the realm of Pictish king names, some do not appear to be Celtic, i.e. Drust, and Urb (pronounced 
Erb). Uist was Old Norse for west, and a High King, (Uist, ruled Albann in 230 – 235AD). Others are 
definitely P-Celtic such as:  Bran,  Uuen,  Taran,  and Onnus.  Others such as  Talorhh (pronounced 
Talorg), Tallorggann, Uurdoll (Ferthol), Uuradd (Froid), Nehhtonn (Nektan) and Uurgus (Fergus) are Q-
Celtic in structure, as they all incorporate a hard "C" or "F" sound but some are translations from 
other languages; old Norse, ancient Greek, low Germanic, classical Latin and Proto Celtic.  Historical 
era mainstream Picts definitely spoke a "peculiar" dialect of Brythonic P-Celtic, as they never used 
an actual "C" or "F" to begin names. They used the Proto-Celtic root "UR", which meant man, (the 
Goidelic equivalent is Fear) to form several popular names that began with the "FER" sound, such as 
UURADD,  which is similar to the old Breton  Uuoret; which meant refined,  UURGUS,  which meant 
"vigorous", UURDOL, which meant "exalted" or Man of the valley, and URB, which meant "prepared". 
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Gaelic Monks translated all four names; in some instances as the phonetic sound they heard i.e. 
Froid, Fergus, Ferthol and Erbin.  In other instances they actually spelled them correctly; (usually in 
the Latin column) i.e. Uuradd, Uurgus, Uurddoll and Urb.  The letter “W” was not introduced into the 
Latin alphabet until the 11thcentury, so before that time, the “W” sound was universally represented 
by two “U”s, (often written as VV).  We know that the Picts could not pronounce the “W” sound 
because every instance where they used “UU” they pronounced it as “FE”, and that was how the 
Gaelic  Monks wrote  it.   This  anomaly is  similar  to  how “W” is  pronounced in  all  Scandinavian 
countries and north Germany) so we know that Scandinavians and/or north Germans had a great 
impact on the formation of the Pictish language. 

The Picts introduced Brythonic Celts to many words with double consonants (i.e. Boudicca), and 
some have endured to be popular today in English societies; such as - Cinnidd, Elliott, Tannodd, 
Donnell,  Darrell,  Carroll,  Connell,  Terrell,  Murray,  Dusticc  and  Innis  (from  the  Brythonic  "enez", 
meaning  island).   One  restraining  problem  we  English  speaking  people  have  with  correctly 
interpreting an unknown language is that we habitually Anglicize words to force them to conform to 
our "straight jacket" idea of what is correct.  I.e. when an Ogham obviously lists TALLORH, we write it 
as Talorc, forgetting that we have names in English that end in "H" such as Leah and Sarah.  There is 
the "pit" word;Pit was a Pict name which was not used south of the Antonine Wall in historic times.

A vindication  of  this  explanation  is  contained  in  Nicholas  Ostler's,  "A Language  History  of  the 
World", where he wrote:  "In fact,  some strange changes came over Celtic in the British Isles, as  
nowhere  else;  verb  -  subject  -  object  as  a  basic  word  order,  mutation  of  initial  consonants,  
conjugated prepositions and strange locutions to express status and activity- - These strangenesses  
were really inherited from the lost previous language of the earlier inhabitants, perhaps spoken by  
the civilization that raised megalithic monuments. Failing to learn the incoming language(s) fully,  
they simply continued with many features of  their  old  language".   The study of  the now-extinct 
Pictish language is riddled with contradictions and controversy. Long-standing theories have been 
tossed aside. It was first believed to be unrelated to early Celtic but now scholars are rethinking that 
premise.  "Indo-European" refers to an inter-related language group that is found in a swath from 
Europe through the Middle East to Northern India, including Sanskrit.

The most plausible explanation is that ancient Pictish was spoken by the same peoples who spoke 
varieties of Basque, as both are offshoots of the main grouping, and no one rejects the theory that the 
British Isles were originally populated by people from the ancient Basque regions of northern Spain and 
Southwestern  France.   Later  immigrants  and  visitants  added  their  unique  flourishes  to  the  native 
language, giving it a more cosmopolitan nature.  By 800BC, when the first Goidelic Celts arrived en-masse 
from Gaul, the language of the aboriginals was a mixture of Proto Celtic, Old Western Norse and Proto 
North Germanic.  The die had been set, and Picts exhibited a uniquely stubborn inability to pronounce the 
“W” sound,  an obviously Germanic (but not  Celtic)  characteristic.   This one feature of Pictish would 
dramatically differentiate it from both Goidelic and Brythonic Celtic, and would survive to the present day 
in some areas of northern Scotland.  It is possible that the alternate names given to some Pict kings were 
later hypocoristic versions of the proper names. I.e. Drust (Drostan), Tallorhh (Tallorggann), Brud (Bridei). 
Common  English  hypocoristic  names  are:  Chuck  (Charles),  Hank  (Henry),  Bob  (Robert)  and  Betty 
(Elizabeth).  

Picts added the suffix “nan” in several instances to the noun stem as an adjective (similar to the early 
Indo-European suffix an); i.e. the Greek Apollo became Polnan, the Celtic Gallic became Galanann.  In The 
Ulster Circle a person from the Isle of Mann was called Mannanan. Others of record are Conan, Donan and 
Kanan.   Unan is uniquely listed in Breton as self, which was borrowed from Pictish lexicon.  The similarity 
between  an and  nan is  an  excellent  indicator  of  Pre-Celtic  Pictish  being  an  offshoot  of  early  Indo-
European.  Saint Adomnán of Iona (627–704) was Abbot of Iona (679–704), hagiographer, statesman and 
clerical lawyer; he was the author of Life of Saint Columba, and promulgator of the "Law of Innocents", 
also called  Cáin Adomnáin,  "Law of Adomnán".  In  the early Ulster  Counties of  Derry  and  Donegal,  a 
popular English form of his name is Saint Eunan, from the Gaelic Naomh Adhamhnán.  Adomnán was his 
Pictish name.
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The Other "Pictish Chronicles”
The first  known list  of  Kings of  Albann is  known as "List  One",  and was found in  Paris  in  the 
fourteenth century, along with a later Scottish Chronicle, and both are thought to date from the tenth 
century.  Where did the Irish chroniclers get their information on Pict kings? It has been suggested 
by many objective historians that the original names of the kings were written in their Pictish forms 
by Picts.

There is a legend that the original list of Kings in the Pictish Chronicles was written truthfully by 
Picts for Picts. This is based on the fact that in at least four instances, the only parent listed was a  
woman.  That  sort  of  reporting  would never  have  been divulged in  the  ultra-patriarchal  world  of 
Columban monasteries,  where everyone believes those records were transcribed into Gaelic and 
Latin. The original Gaelic version was written during Kenneth's reign, as Kenneth's death was not 
listed therein.

Those versions of the Pictish Chronicles used fake names and distorted versions of P-Celtic names, 
never with the correct Brythonic spelling. If an original document ever existed, it was purposefully 
destroyed by either Scottish racists or Viking looters, and replaced later with carelessly translated 
replicas.

The most obvious weakness in those various Chronicles is their inconsistencies compared to each 
other.  After reading several of them, one comes away with the incontrovertible feeling that a novice 
fifteen year old could come up with better translations.

The extreme racial bias of those Gaelic Monks is apparent in some of the outrageous claims made 
that reflect poorly on the Picts.  i.e.  “Kenneth MacAlpin was given a reign of 16 years” when he 
actually reigned for 10 years.  “The Picts thought they were above the law, and were doomed to be 
punished”, which is a reference to the objection by Picts to Gaelic Brehan Laws.

Also, it is claimed Kenneth slew all the Pict nobles in a state dinner as revenge on his father's ignoble 
death. That scenario was invented about 1220AD, 370 years after the fact, and was simply an effort to 
eulogize Kenneth as the first “King of Scots”, which he wasn’t.  The Annals of Ulster are a far more 
reliable source for that period, and they referred to him as “Rex Pictorum” upon his death in 858.

All objective historians consider the claim that Kenneth Mac Alpin was anti-Pict to be ridiculous, as 
there was never any independent verification or any historical legends of it happening. In those days 
(as well as in the present), sons raised by their mothers often turned against their fathers.  Most Pict 
sons who were raised by their mother's agents, never met their fathers.

In Albann society there was an ingrained tradition of raising a ruling class son by a foster father (and 
tutor), who answered to the mother.  In this way, the son would be raised to appreciate the culture  
and values of his mother's people, not those of his (often absent) father.

The recorded fact that only the mothers of many Pict High Kings were listed tells us volumes about 
their society.  One version of the Pictich Chronicles even listed 'Der Llei' as 'Deleli' (as a man) and 
had her married to another woman, in an effort to cover up the fact there was no father listed in the 
original..

The actual reason why the father was not mentioned for many High Kings, was due to the obvious 
fact the father was not important enough to mention..  He played no part in his sons education, and 
he may have never met his son.
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The Influence of the Greeks
The Picts were greatly influenced by early Greek traders/explorers, beginning sometime in the 

second  millennium  BC.   Not  only  were  many  new  words  and  names  introduced  into  the  Pict  
vocabulary, but many new gods and myths were brought also.

 Unlike later Romans, these Greeks had no Imperial ambitions.  Consequently, there was no ill will  
generated between Greeks and Picts, and no stigma on acquiring Greek culture.  By the first century 
BC, the entire Mediterranean Sea and all the lands bordering it had come under Roman rule.  As 
Roman sailors ventured north in the wake of the Greeks, it would not be long before their greed for 
new conquests would mean subjugation for the Britons in the south of Pretania, and a 300+ year 
struggle for survival in the north.  

The Pictish world would never be the same again.

 Greek deities and their influences on Pictish names
English

translation
Greek
Deities

Roman
equivalent

Celtic
equivalent

Pictish
translation

Meaning  of Greek name

Apollo πόλλων Ἀ Apollo Belenos Polnann god of light, truth, healing, music, reason 

Aphrodite φροδίτηἈ Venus Branuuen Frodicc goddess of love and fertility

Ares Árhs Mars Taranis Argann god of war

Artemis ρτεμιςἌ Diana Cailleach Ardum goddess of the hunt, animals, girls, childbirth 

Athena θήνηἈ Minerva Brighid Adela goddess of wisdom, fire, arts & crafts

Demeter Δαμάτηρ Ceres Caridwen Demmedd  goddess of  the harvest

Epona Ἔpωνâ Epona Epona Epona goddess of horses  & fertility (originally Gaulish)

Eros ρωςἜ Cupid Anu Onnus god of love and music

Hades Aizhs Pluto Mider Kadeg god of the underworld 

Hera ραἭ Juno Danu Hoël Queen of the gods

Hermes ρμ (ς)Ἑ ῆ Mercury Lugus Gultaz messenger of the gods

Heracles ρακλ ςἩ ῆ Hercules Gireg Grig Son of father god, he was a giant demigod

Orpheus ρφεύςὈ Orpheus Cernunos Uurgus Son of Apollo, half-god

Pandora Пανδώρα Pandora Abnoba Benuur first mortal woman 

Persephone Περσεφόνη Proserpina Rhiannon Uuonna
(Fionna)

Queen of the underworld

Poseidon Ποσειδ νῶ Neptune Esus Nehhtonn god of the seas and horses

Zeus Ζεύς Jupiter Ambrisagos  Upidd father of the gods

Greek mythical names
Achilles χιλλεύςἈ Achilles Achiver Aduur Greatest hero of the Trojan wars

Aether Α θήρἰ Ether Danu Eddarnonn god of the upper air and light

Uranus Ο ρανόςὐ Caelus Arianrhod Uuradd embodiment of the Heavens (Father Sky)

Gaea Γα αῖ Terra  Dagda Galanann personification of (mother Earth)

Helene η λένηἙ ( Hélèna Elen Elenn - of Troy, most beautiful woman who ever lived 

Greek-related Pictish names are outlined in blue.  Roman-related ones are outlined in red.
With the advent of Christianity, all of western Europe converted to the Latin alphabet.
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Gaelic Naming Distortions
The Gaelic distortion: The List of Kings begins with: "In the beginning of time, there was a Pict king 
named Cruidne, son of Cinge, father of the Picts living in this island, ruled for 100 years. He had 
seven sons. These are their names: Fib, Fotla, Fortrenn, Caitt, Ce, Circinn and Fidach"

Note: These names were actually abbreviated Gaelic versions of the seven districts of Albann. All 
these names start with an "F" or a "C", and were foreign to the early inhabitants. As the P-Celtic 
melting pot in Britain began about 500BC, it is not likely the inhabitants of northern Britain used 
those Gaelic terms between 500BC and 848AD.  To determine the true names, it  is necessary to 
identify the meaning of the Gaelic terms, and then substitute the Breton equivalent. Breton is in most 
cases more authentic than Welsh in identifying the original Pict/Brythonic versions of names:

• Cinge   was a Gaelic translation of Pign, (to ascend)
• Caitt   is an abbreviation for Caithness, a Gaelic translation for Breton, Kazh (place of the cat).
• Fib   was an attempt at a Gaelic translation for Uuynnid (Pine Tree).
• Fotla   was derived from Alfodla, the old form for Athole; which in turn was taken from the 

name of one of the Irish mythological triune sister goddesses, (Éire, Banba and Fotla).
• Ce   was an abbreviation for the Gaelic, Ceann, "Head land".
• Fortrenn   comes from the Gaelic, Fortreun, meaning "super brave" .
• Fidach   comes from old Gaelic, Fiadhach, Land of the Deer"

Gaelic-speaking writers of the surviving Pictish Chronicles made no effort to spell names correctly 
although Brythonic was still popularly spoken and written in Albann at the time of publication. To get  
an idea of the multitude of amateurish distortions, check the following examples:

Alpin appears as Ailpein, Ailphin, Elffin, Elphin and Elpin.
Brud appears as Brath, Breidei, Bruide, Breth, Brete, Bred, Bredei, Bridiuo, Briduo, and Brude.
Buddug appears as Buthut and Muthut. and in one version had a wife.
Carennidd appears as Caranrog, Caranthrecht, Ceraint and Geraint.
Cinnidd appears as Cemoyd, Cemoyth, Cimoiod, Ciniath, Ciniod, Cinit, Kinat, Kinet, Kineth & Kinioc.
Der-Llei (smallest Oak Tree) daughter of Brud IV appears as Derile and Derelei.  
Donnell appears as Dolmech, Domnach, Domnall, Donath, Donuel, Domelch, Domech and Donald.
Drust appears as Drest, Druisten, Udrost, Wdrost and Vudrost. (The Roman inscription was Drosten).
Enbyd appears as Enfret, Enfreth, Eanfrit, Eanfrith and Ecgfrith. (Ecgberht is the Anglo/Saxon name).
Galanann appears as Galan, Galam, Garnard, Gartnart, Garnot, Gartnait, Gartnaith, Garnet & Guitard.
Gwortigurr (Brythonic Warlord) appears as Gurthimoth and Gurthinmoch. (Vortigern in English).
Kast appears as Castantin, Causantin, Cystennin, Constantin. Constantine and Constantini.
Lann appears as Ainfrech, Enfidaig, Entifidach and Entifidich.
Lutren appears as Cailtarni, Celtran, Gailtram, Lughtrin, Lugthreni and Lutrin.
Maelgwn (king of Gwynedd) appears as Maelchon, Mailcon and Melcon.
Munnudd (mountain) appears as Moneth, Munait and Munaith.  The old Brythonic was Menez.
Murdoc appears as Mordoloic, Muircholaich, Murtholoic and Muredach.
Nehhtonn appears as Naiton, Nechtan, Neckton, Necton, Neiton,  Nekton, Nectan & Necthon.  
Onnus appears as Hungus, Oinuist, Onuis, Onnust, Unuist, Onnist, Onuist, Oenghus, and Anghus.
Tallorggann appears as Talargan, Talargen, Talorcan, Talorcen, Tallorcen and Talorgen.
Taran appears as Tarachin, Tarain, Tharain, Tharin and Taranis.
Tallorh appears as Talorc, Talore and Talorg.
Tegid appears as Tarl'a, Tarla, Tang, Tadg, Tadhg and Teige.
Urb appears as Urban, Erbin, Erb, Erp, Serb and Uerd.
Upidd (Iupiter in Latin) appears as Guid, Uid, Uipoig, Uuid, Vipoig and Wid. 
Uuen appears as Eochaid, Eogan, Eoganan, Unen, Uven, Owen and Owain.
Uuradd appears as Wrad, Wroid, Vuraget, Ferat, Feradoch, Uuredeg, Uuroid, Vurad, Vuroid, Vuredech.
Uurdoll appears as Uere, Fer, Ferither, Uthoil, Ferthol, Fochel, Vuthoil and Wthoil.
Uurgus appears as Urges, Wirguist, Wrguist, Urguist, Uurgut, Vuirguist and Vurguist.   
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Foreign Influences on Pictish 
Picts took foreign words, simplified them, then added double consonants where convenient. 
Some examples:
The Gaulish word for Neptune, Neifion, became Nehhtonn, (pronounced Nèk-ton) in Pict.
The Breton name, Uuoret, became Uuradd in Pict, both pronounced Froid .
The Brythonic translation for “Augustus”, Awst, became Onnus, pronounced, Ônnis.
The Gaulish, Dunvel became Donnell.
The Gaulish name for “wood cutter”(Torrwr), became Terrell.
The Gaulish name for “of noble descent”, Boned, became Bonnedd.
The Gaulish name for “strong wolf”, Conall, became Connell.
The Gaulish name for “vassal”, Ambicatos, became Emcat, pronounced, Em-kat.
The Gaulish name for “Seer”, Brut, became Brud, pronounced, Brèt.
The Greek historian, Diodorus, who visited Albann in 50BC, became Deoord.
The Roman Emperor, Tacitus, (pronounced Takitus), became Tegid.
The Catholic saint, Ciricius (pronounced Kirik-ius), became Grig.
The Latin name Iupiter, (pronounced You-pìd-er) became Upidd.
The Nordic Thunder god, Thor, became “with Thor”, spelled Tallorgann (nick-named Tallorh.)
The Brythonic word for Gaulish, “Gal”, became Galanann.
The Greek god, Apollo, became Pollnan in Pict.

Aboriginal  people of Pretannia spoke their  unique Proto Basque language for thousands of 
years before the first West Norse, then Germanic Beaker people, then Greeks arrived.  These 
foreign  visitants  taught  them more  advanced languages with  new word concepts,  some of 
which even the Romans borrowed. For several hundred years, between about 800 BC to about 
400 BC, they spoke a version of Early Celtic.

When the more advanced LaTene Celts began arriving between 500 and 400BC, and assimilated 
the  earlier  Celts,  a  new  P-Celtic  language  superceded  the  older  Celtic.  The  extent  of  the 
assimilation of  those earlier  Pre-Celtic languages is uncertain,  and was delayed,  even non-
existent in some remote areas. Similarly, the extent of assimilation of Goidelic into the new P-
Celtic  was arrested  or  non-existent  in  some remote  areas;  i.e.  the  western  Argyll  shore  of 
Albann.

Picts used the Greek alphabet before they adopted the Latin version. “S” and “C” were shunned 
except  in instances when foreign names were adopted (i.e.  Connell,  Cinnidd and Cynnvar). 
Similar to old Celtic, German and old Scandinavian, the “FE” sound was replaced with a double 
U.

Picts and their colleagues, the Cymru Proto Welsh(pronounced Kemry), accentuated the “D” by 
doubling up, whereas the Gaels aspirated the “D” by adding an “H”, i.e. the Pict-derived name 
(meaning hunter);  Cinnidd, became the Gaelic;  Cinneadh and the Welsh; Cynydd. When a “D” 
was not accentuated, and actually sounded like a “T”, only one “D” was used; i.e. “Brud”. The 
accepted extinction date of the Pict language was the late 9 th century but its decay began when 
the Q Celts, and then P Celts, overwhelmed it centuries earlier.

The significance of Pict names was anchored in their legends of the past. Ancient traditions 
demanded  powerful  names  for  their  rulers.  They  believed  a  powerful  name  would  reflect 
favourably on its bearer. Consequently, Picts engaged enthusiastically in naming their rulers 
after powerful gods and outstanding leaders, both domestic and foreign, such as: Brigid, Lugh 
(Lutren), Arthur (Art-ur), Augustus (Onnus), Jupiter (Upidd), Constantine (Kast), Thor (Tallorhh) 
and Alexander (Alasdair).

By the mid  700s,  Celtic  versions  of  biblical  names and Saints  associated  with Christianity 
became popular, such as Adda, Andrev, Anna, Bargott, Berc’hed, Devi, Efa, Grig, Iago, Jakeb, 
Jozeb, Katell, Marc, Marged, Mari, Mazhe, Padrig, Pa-ul, Per, Steffan, Tomos and Yann.
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The Norse Legacy of Albann
                    

Old Norse Runic Alphabet 

Old Norse Pict Cumbric Old Celtic Breton Welsh Irish English meaning
Duhhill Duhhill Dougall Dugal Dugall Duestron dubhghall dark-haired stranger

Erlendsonr Eddarnonn Galanann Adveno MabAllan Mapestron Ithernan Son of the foreigner

Eyrr Ayr Ayr trâg traezhenn traeth trá Gravelly beach

Katanes Cattaness Caithness Catta kazhpenn Cathpentir Catceann Headland of the cat

Mærr Mauur Mauur Mâro Mor Mawr Mór famous, glorious
Nes Ness Penfro ros beg Pentir Ceann cape, headland

Níðhöggr Nehhtonn Nehhtonn Nuada Netun Neifion Neiptiún Neptune
Níði Nidnet Nidnet excira Nineve cyffrous oibrithe exciting

Óðinn Donnell Donnell Eidyn Dunvel Dyfnwal Domhnall Norse father god

Ottarr Ottarr Ottar catacos Deuroc Arthur Cróga fearless warrior
Þórr Tallorhh Taranis Taor Taranis Taranu Tuireann Thunder god

Þorbjorg Tallorgann Tallorgann Taoruoret Taranuoret Taranuoret Taranuoret Thor's protection

Rauði Uuradd Dwnn Dergo Rous Rhudd Dearg Red-headed 

Útlagi Utalec Utalec Rion Utalec Herwr ropaire outlaw
Véuur, Verga Uurgus Uurgus Probos Uuoret Gwrol Fearghus protector (Fergus)

Urðr Uurddoll Urddasol oukselo Uuallon Urddasol Uasal dignified

Notes: 1. 'Þ' is a symbol used in Anglo-Saxon, Icelandic, and the language of the Faroesian islands. 
It is called 'thorn' and makes the hard 'th' sound as in 'Through'.  It became a 'T' or 'D' in Pictic.
2.  The ð was used to indicate the sound of “th” as in “breathe” in Old Norse. It became a 'T' or 'D' in Pictic.
3. The Picts maintained their unique Pictish Royal names throughout the ages, even through their Cumbric & 
Gaelic periods. Names such as 'Uurgus,  Onnus,  Kast,  Tallorhh &  Nehhtonn, had been Gaelicized and 
Anglicized  (i.e.  Uurgus became  Fearghus,  Fergus and  Fergusson).  In  all  cases,  there  has  been  no 
recognition whatsoever in respect to the original Pictic names or meanings. Very few people know the origins 
of their town or family names, when these names originated from Pictic.  
4.  The Norse have been migrating to Northern Britain for 3,000 years, and it is still continuing. When I visited 
Scotland in 2011, I stayed in a B & B at a farm south of Perth.  The husband was a sheep farmer, originally 
from Norway, and the wife was a Scottish-born school teacher. They had 2 children & 500 sheep.
5. Letters u & j, as distinct from v & i, were introduced in the 1500s, w assumed status of a separate letter.
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 Words Borrowed From Pictish
• The Pict word for confluence, estuary was ABER.  It was carried intact into Welsh and Gaelic.
• The Pict pronunciation of Gaulish Eqwol was KEFFEL.  It became Ceffyl in Welsh.
• The Pict name QUANN became the Scottish Mac Ewan.  There is no “Q” in Welsh.
• The Pict word for protector was UURGUS.  It became Fearghus in Gaelic, Fergus in English.
• The Pict word for hunter was CINNIDD.  It became Cynyd In Welsh and Cemoyth in Gaelic.
• The Pict word for mother was MAMM.  It became mamm in Breton, and mam in Welsh.
• The Pict name EDDARNONN became Ithernan in Northern Irish.
• The Pict word for farm, portion was PIT, and was carried intact into Gaelic.
• The Pict word for meadow was DAL. It became dal in Gaelic as field, plain, and dale in English.
• The Pict word for valley was DOL. It was carried into Welsh intact.
• The Pict word for trustworthy was ONNUS). It became onest in Welsh, and honest in English.
• The Pict name for Augustus was ONNUS.  It became Oenghus in Gaelic and Angus in English. 
• The Pict word for Thor was TALORHH (pronounced Talorg).  It became Talog in Welsh.
• The Pict word for “Protected by Thor” was TALLORGGANN.  It became Talorcen in Gaelic.
• The Pict word for noble was BONNEDD.  It became bonedd in Welsh.
• The Pict word for handsome was BLANN.  It became glân in Welsh.
• The Pict word for dignified, exalted was URDOLL.  It was carried into Welsh intact.
• The Pict word for affable, decent was TALLADD.  It became taliaidd in Welsh.
• The Pict word for Seer was BRUD.  It became Brodie in English.
• The Pict word for Neptune was NEHHTONN.  It became MacNaughton or Naughton in English.
• The Pict word for wolf was BLADD.  It became blaidd in Welsh and bleiz in Breton.
• The Pict for with, GANN, became Gant, Ganin, Ganit, Gantan, Ganti and Ganto in Breton.
• The Pict word for Heracles was GRIG.  It became Grioghair in Gaelic and Gregor in English.
• The Pict word for woodcutter was TERRELL.  It became Torrwr in Welsh.
• The Pict word for chief was GRUUN.  It became Griffin in Welsh.
• The Pict word for polite was UURADD.  It became Uuoret in Breton and foirfe in Gaelic.
• The Pict word for twin was TAUUS (tavis).  It became Tamhais in Gaelic and tavish in English.
• The Pict word for kin was CARENNIDD. It became Ceraint in Welsh and Cairdeas in Gaelic.
• The Pict word for a type of fish, POLLAG became the English word Pollock.
• The Pict word for prince was TOOSOG.  It became Tywysog in Welsh.
• The Pict word for son of the foreignor was GALANANN.  It became Gartnaich in Gaelic.
• The Pict word for Jupiter was UPIDD.  It became Udair in old Celtic, and Upatar in Gaelic.
• The Pict word for handsome was LLANN.  It became Glan in Welsh and Aillidh in Gaelic.
• Due to Pict influences, the Breton word for mother is Mamm, the Welsh is Mam.

There are many words in Irish, Welsh, Breton and Gaelic that had their roots in Pictish but most 
are lost now.  Some place names in Scotland today are of obvious Pictic origin:  Aberdeen, 
Aberchirder, Abercrombie, Aberdour, Aberlemno, Abernethy, Abernyte, Aberfoyle, Aberuthven, 
Applecross, Pitcairn, Pittenweem, Pittodrie, Pitlochry, Pitmedden, Pitsligo, and many others.

The extreme doubling up of consonants in modern Welsh is directly attributed to the effects of  
the  prior  indigenous  Pictish  language.   The  explanation  of  this  influence  is  that,  when  an 
invading army takes over a much larger indigenous population, the new “rulers” merely form a 
crust over the much larger body.  Eventually, the language of the majority will overwhelm that of 
the upper crust. This phenomenon occurred when the Romans left Britain.  Their Latin language 
left with them, and in a few years, it  was largely forgotten because it  never flourished as a 
common language of the masses.
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Credibility
The Pictish Chronicles and their  contemporaries (i.e.  Ulster  Annals)  are  mostly useful 
when considering their phonetic value. There is no question that in several instances, the 
writers  of  the Pictish Chronicles tried to  match the phonetic  sound of  certain  names. 
(albeit  with  Gaelic  flourishes);  i.  e.  Uuradd  =  Ferat.  Brud  =  Bret.  Uurddoll  =  Ferthol.  
Thankfully, Latin segments occasionally listed nearly correct P-Celtic names.

All efforts have been to reflect the original Pict/Brythonic names. Two charts are included 
to simplify those instances where there may be confusion. Three versions of the Pictish 
Chronicles,  contemporary Annals,  and several  examinations of  those documents  were 
studied for accuracy, similarities and verifications. The author placed more emphasis on 
the "A" version of the Pictish Chronicles as it is considered to be the first, and the least 
aberrant of the Gaelic Monk-authored versions.

Any objective reader will readily ascertain upon reading these "Pictish Chronicles", that 
they are (similar to any state-sponsored propaganda) a mixture of fantasy and distortion, 
mixed with enough obvious fact  as to not  seem utterly ridiculous. To sift  through the 
fakery, one must do considerable research to understand the bias of the Gaelic authors.

There are some factual  records in the Chronicles that are priceless,  and some appear 
nowhere else. For that reason alone, they should be treated as precious historical records, 
distorted and embellished with occasional  fantasy based on an insanely religious and 
racial hatred.

All  the  known histories  we have  of  the Picts  were written  by their  enemies,  with  the 
exceptions of a few sparse inscriptions in Ogham in stone. The following chapter is an 
effort to sift through the fabrications, and uncover the facts of those original documents. 
Of all the contemporary records, the Annals of Ulster are the most objective.

It must also be taken into consideration that some names would have naturally evolved to 
become  more  elaborate  to  reflect  the  growing  sophistication  of  society.  To  maintain 
authenticity, many earlier known names are maintained herein.

The following table illustrates that comparing common words in families of languages, can 
reflect the history of those languages. It can divulge with those they had encountered. For 
instance, Breton, Cornish, Welsh and Scottish Gaelic all had unique contact with earlier 
inhabitants  of  Britain.  Similarly,  the  Spanish  and  Irish  had  unique  contacts  with  the 
Carthaginians of Iberia, and the Germans had contact with Celts of the upper Danube.

Some words in  English,  German and many other languages are derived from Gaulish 
(such as booty, dad, extra, free, iron, mentor, pony and wood). Words that were picked up 
from outside a particular family group are outlined in red.

Anyone who may question the Pictish “HH” as a replacement for the English “G” sound, 
should consider the Czech spelling of their capital City,  Praha,  which is pronounced as 
pra:g  (written  in  English)  or  praћa  (written  in  Czech),  where  the  Slavonic  “ћ”  is 
emphasized to sound like a “g”.  The Czech language belongs to the eastern, or “satem” 
division of Indo-European, and employs some letters similar to those Picts used. 

Similarities such as this between Pictish and some other Indo-European derived languages 
have convinced Linguists that Pictic was actually an early western offshoot of Indo-European, 
although  the  Picts  uniquely  used  'icc'  to  denote  femininity  (i.e.  Drust/Drusticc, 
Uurgus/Uurgusticc).  
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 Comparison of Germanic, Celtic and Romance words
Germanic Celtic Romance

German English Gaullish Breton Cornish Welsh Pict Gaelic Irish Spanish French Latin
mutter mother mater mamm mam mam mam màthair mutháir madre mère mâter
vater father ater tad tad tad tad athair athair padre père pater

fraulein girl gnatha plac'h genet geneth plac cailin cailin nina fille puella
knabe boy magus paotr paotr bachgen llanc balach gasúr nino garçon puer
sohn son maponos mab mab map mab mac maqq hijo fils filius

tochter daughter inigena merc'h merk merch merc inghean inion hija fille filia
eltern parent riganto rhiant rhiant rhiant atar pàrant tuismetheoir parent parent parêns

frei free prijos rhid rhid rhydd rid saor saor libre libre liber
gut good mat mat mat mad mad math maith bueno bon bonus

seife soap sapo sapo sapo sebon sapo siabunn sopa jabón savon sapô
pferd horse marka marc'h margh ceffyl marc marc capall caball cheval equus
poni pony eponos poni poni poni poni each pónai caballito poney mannus

schaukelt rock careg karreg karrek craig maen carraig creag roca roche saxum
eiland island insel enez ynys ynys innis innis inis isla ile insula

versteh sense ciallos kompren cial pwyll ester càil ciall sentido sens êsnsus
lehrer teacher mentor mestr dyskador athro atro maighistear múinteoir maestro professeur magester
sturm storm temest arnev tewedh tymestl arnev toirm stoirm tempestad tempête tempestâs
berg mountain monad menez menydh mynydd bren monadh mholadh montana montagne môns
beute booty bodi bodi bodi budd esbal cobhartach creach botin butin praeda
hafen harbour calados porzh calad coleddu lloc cala caladh puerto port portus
eisarn iron isarno houarn houarn haearn runn iarunn iarann hierro fer ferrum

sommer summer samon hânv han haf han sàmradh samhradh estio été aestâs
winter winter giamon goañv goan gaeaf lakid geamhradh geimreadh invierno hiver hiems
August August Awst Eost Eost Awst Onnus Fhoghair Lunasa Agosto Août Augustus

witu wood vidu guiden guiden guid coill fiodh fid bosque bois lignum

Breton or Welsh?

Welsh: Modern Welsh was the resultant hybrid dialect, which possessed some of the 
characteristics of both parent languages. Over the next 2,000 years, the  Welsh language 
incorporated  in-turn,  P-Celtic,  Pictish,  Latin,  Gaelic  and  English.  It  went  through  nine 
recognizable phases of development, three in Continental Europe and six in Britain, until it 
became modern Welsh.

In turn, Welsh contributed to the unique development of English from its original North 
German so that modern English incorporates many Welsh characteristics, such as the un-
Germanic aspiration (disappearance) of “G” when followed by an “H”; ie. night, ought, 
caught, fought, light, sought, brought, drought, .

Breton: The Breton language was developed between 800BC and 600AD, in southern 
Britain, when Brythonic Celts, merged with the Pre-Celtic indigenous Picts. These  merged 
people spoke a dialect very similar to old Breton, that is the Breton that was a product of 
Pictish  and  Gaullish  but  was  not  yet  influenced  by  French.  An  example  of  word 
development: Hair in Breton was BLEV. In modern Welsh, hair is BLEWYN. In Welsh, The 
"V" sound was replaced with a "W" or "OO" sound (under the influence of English). A 
"hairy" Pict would have phonetically been called "BLEVOG", not "BLEWOG".

After 600AD, Breton speakers fled to Normandy in north-east France, where it began to 
disintegrate and took on many Latin and Frankish (German) words. 
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Pict Royal names and their Equivalents
Pict names have been returned to their unique "North Briton/Pict" formats from the Latin & Gaelic predominant in all  
surviving copies of the Pictish Chronicles. Since the unique P-Celtic Brythonic language had permeated all of north  
Britain by 300AD, all those inhabitants spoke a language very similar to old Welsh after that date.  However, unique 
Pre-Celtic Pict names still flourished, including unique translations of those foreigners they encountered.  As seen 
below, Breton is the closest living language to Pictish.  Uniquely, some Gaelic was phonetically copied from Pictish.

Pict Breton Welsh Gaelic English Latin Meaning
Alpin Alpin Alpaidd Elphin Alpine Albinus Roman Emperor, 193-197

Devi Devi Caranrod gradhaichte David Cârus Beloved

Aduur Allore Groeg Achuir Archibald Achiver Greek

Ottarrr Arzhur Arthgwr Giùlain Arthur Arturus "bear-man" in Brythonic.

Beli Bile Bilé Beli Billings Belenus Celtic god (the Dispatcher)

Byddgar Gwenole Gwrol Biduineil Gerard Fortis Fearless

Blánn Blaen Blaen Priomh Harold Prîmus Foremost

Bonnedd Bonhed Bonheddig Bont Nobility Nôbilis nobility

Bladd Bleuzenn Blaidd Faol Wolf Lupus Wolf 

Blevog Blevog Blewog Crateric Asper Asperitus  (rough, hairy)

Bran Bran Cigfran Corbidh Corbett Corvus Brythonic Celtic hero (Raven)

Brud --- Brenin Breth Brodie, Brett Bridei  "Seer" (from proto German)

Buddug Budog Buddug Buthut Boadicea Boudica victorious

Carennidd Câr Ceraint Cairdeas Clan Cognati "Relative"

Cinnidd Helouri Cynydd Cinneadh Kenneth Cemoyth "Hunter", .

Connell --- Conall Conall MacConnell Lûpus Gaullish, (Strong wolf)  

Deoord Dereout Dethau Dothan Doris, Dortha Diodorus skillful

Der Llei Carennidd Tras Derile Ackerley Parvus Rôbur smallest Oak-tree

Donnell Dunvel Helouri Domhnal MacDonnell Dunveldus Profound

Drust Drus Cyffrous Drest Tristan Drûsus Roman General "Exciting"

Enbud Uthr Enbyd Eanfrith Egbert Enfret frightening, Awful 

Galanann Galleg Cleddyfwr Gartnaich Gaullish Calgacus "Swordsman" in Latin

Grig Gireg Grygor Grioghair Gregor Ciricius Hercules

Kast Kast Cystennin Custantin Constantine Constantius Steadiness, consistent

Lann Alan, Lan Glân Alasdair Allan Fôrmôsus Handsome (from Celtic)

Lutren Luth Lughtrin Cailtran Apollo Apollonius Celtic Sun god  (Apollo) 

Mauur Mor Mawr Mórbrec Leonard Magnus “Great”

Nehhtonn Nefion Neifion Nechtan Naughton Nectonius God of the Sea. "Neptune" 

Onnus Eost Awst Oenghus Angus Augustus Roman Emperor, (honest)

Pridol Gweltaz Priodol Cumhaidh Abel Commodus Roman Emperor, (proper)

Runn Houarn Haearn Iarunn Steele Ferrum From Gaullish for Iron, Isern.

Talladd Boned Clen Ceanalta Curtis Cômis polite, affable

Tallorhh Diar Taor Talorc Taylor Taor Norse Father god: Thor

Taran Taran Taran Tharain Daren, Teron Taranis Celtic Thunder God (Thor)

Tegid Tegid Tegid Tagd Teagan Tacitus Roman Emperor, (poet)

Uhhel Uhel Uchel Uthoil Earl Nôbilis Nobleman

Upidd Upid Iau Upatar Jupiter Iupiter Father of the Roman gods.

Urb Urb Erb Erc Earp, Erb, Erbe Imbellis Man of Peace

Uurddoll Uasal Urddasol Ferthol Adrian Decôrus Noble, dignified.

Uuradd Uuoret Puredig Ferat Terrance Urbanus Brythonic, (polite)

Uuen Nolwenn Owain Eochaidh Eugene, Owen Evander Owain, warrior of King Alfred

Uurgus Gwenole Gwrol Fearghus Fergus Probus protector
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The Relationship Between Celtic, Latin and Greek
Linguists universally agree that Early Gaulish, Latin and Greek, “GLG”, was the same 
language in about 1500 BC. This was proven by their similarities, and the accepted rate 
of divergence of any related family of languages.

For example,  in Julius Caesar's time;  the phrase,  "He has given to the mothers of  
Nîmes" was "DEDE MATREBO NAMAUSIKABO" in Gaulish. It was "DEDIT MATRIBUS 
NEMAUSICABUS" in Latin. Another example: HORSE in Latin is  EQUUS,  in classical 
Gaulish it was EQUOS.

Since Q-Celtic was the earlier version of Celtic, it more closely resembles Latin than 
does P-Celtic. For example, both Q-Celtic and Latin commonly employed the hard "C". 
Although, in the above example (dated 45BC), the Hard C in the Gaulish example was 
replaced by a K. In P-Celtic, this throat-using consonant was replaced with a lip-using 
"B" or "P".

Latin names would be more easily adopted into very similar sounding names in Gaelic 
than they did in Brythonic. For example; the Latin name for Raven is Corvus. In Gaelic, 
it is Corbidh but in Brythonic it is Bran.

A certain Bran was a mythological Brythonic hero that any Pict mother would be proud 
to  name her  son  after,  and  Bran  is  listed  in  one  version  of  the  Pictish  king  lists.  
However, in most versions of the Pict Chronicles, Corbidh or a close approximation is 
used as they were Gaelicized by Gaelic Monks.

The natural progression of words: - From a common Indo-European language, scores 
of progeny were spawned. The Greco-Latin-Gaulish (GLG) ancestral language diverged 
about 1500 BC. For example; HORSE in GLG was EQUOS, in Latin it became EQUUS, in 
Greek it became EKVOS, then IPPOS, and in Gaulish it was EQWOS, then EQVOS, then 
EKVOL (which is reflected in the Welsh CEFFYL, the Breton CAVAL, the Irish CAPALL, 
the Spanish CABALL, and the French CHEVAL).

In  LaTene P-Celtic,  horse became  EPOS,  then  EPONOS.  Other  related  horse  words 
emanated from this family such as EQUINE and PONY. However, at some time, HORSE 
became  commonly  known in  Gaulish,  as  MARKA,  and  that  term was carried  as  a 
popular  alternative  choice  into  Brythonic  as  MARGH,  and  into  Gaelic  as  MARCH 
(pronounced in both cases as MARK).

There is a continuity in many words such as the Gaulish word for sea; More, Russian 
and Slavic; More, Irish; Muir and the Welsh; Môr.

Similarly, the Gaulish and Oscan word for people; Touto, Lithuanian; Tauta, Gothic; 
Thiuda, Irish; Tu'ath and the French: Tout.

Also, the Gaulish word for wood; Vidu, old high German; Witu, old English; Wudu, Irish; 
Fid, Welsh; Guid, and the Cornish; Guiden.

Also, the Greek and Gaulish word for wood and timber; Dervo, Russian, Derevo, Welsh; 
Derwen (pronounced Derven), Irish; Darach and Scottish Gaelic; Darag.
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Gaulish, Basque, Greek & Latin versus Irish, Welsh & Breton 

English Gaulish Basque Greek Latin Old Irish Modern Irish Welsh Breton
an age aesus adin hlikia aes ais aois oes oes
estuary doro aho  ekvolê aestuārium inbhear inbhir aber abred
wood vidu egur zulo vîdulus fid adhmid gwig guid

people teuto jende phula teutoni tuath daoine gwerin tud
great mâro handi maros mâgnus mór mór mawr bras
bull tarvos zezen tauros taurus tarb tarbh tarw tarv

father atar aita path'r pater athir athair tad tad
mother mãtêr ama mhtera mãter mathir máthair modr mamm

river abona ibai axelwos apnis aba abhainn afon stêr
fish eisko arrain psari piscis éisc iasg pysg pesk

A ford ritu zubi poros portus áth áth rhyd
bread ara ogi artos artopta arán arán bara bara

cat catta katu gata cattus cat cat cath kazh
donkey asalos asto gaizaros asellus asal asal asyn aisin

dog cuô zakur skuli canis cú cú ci ki

horse (Q) eqvos zaldi ekvos equus ech cavall ceffyl kezeg
(P)   epos - ippos - - capaill march marc’h

woman bena andre gunarka bene bean bean benyw adez
wolf vailo otso lukos lupus fael faolchu blaidd bleiz

It  can be seen from the table of common words above that Old Irish was the most 
faithful Gaulish cadet.  56% of the parent Gaulish words are unrecognizable in their 
Welsh and Breton equivalents, while 95% of the Old Irish equivalents are fairly true to 
their Gaulish roots, 900 years after their separation.  Basque appears to have played no 
part in the development of Irish, contrary to claims by some historians.

The only possible influence Basque seems to have had on Breton is the word for cat; 
Katu versus Kazh, which doesn’t really jump out at you.  Of course the Basque dialect 
that followed the Stone Age settlers 8,000 years ago would have been considerably 
warped by the time the Celts appeared on the scene.

Similarly, it appears that Greek and Latin played little part in the development of every-
day  Welsh  or  Breton  despite  extensive  contacts  with  Greek  traders  and  Roman 
overlords from at least 2,000BC to 410AD (apart from the obvious legacy that the Latin 
“Piscis” imparted).   Well-known influences of  Greco-Roman-Gaulish gods and their 
outstanding rulers are the obvious exceptions, with respect to popular Brythonic Celtic 
choices of personal names. 

The odd thing that stands out is the appearance of strange new words in both Welsh 
and Breton that bear no resemblance to any known language.  These words are: aber – 
abred, gwerin, bras, tad, mamm,  stér, bara, ci – ki, and blaidd – bleiz.  The origin of 
these words is a mystery; they could be the result of the influences of the enigmatic 
Beaker people, who remain more of a mystery than any other invasive group in Britain, 
or they could be ancient Pictish words borrowed by the Celts in Britain.

The commonality of Gaulish, Greek and Latin is obvious.
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Pictish Influences on Brythonic Languages

The Celts were a group of people loosely tied by similar language, religion, and cultural expression. 
They were never centrally governed, and were quite as happy to fight each other as any non-Celt.  
They were warriors,  living for  the glories  of  battle  and booty.   In  fact  “booty” is  a  Celtic  word. 
Halstatter and LaTene Celts crossed over into Britain in waves between 800 - 200 BC. They brought 
the Iron Age to Britain, and spread right up into Albann, and over to Ulster. Previous languages were 
assimilated as the Celts spread.  The Pre-Celts of Pretania called the Celts Dugals (dark strangers) 
and the Pre-Celtic Irish called them Ceilteach.  The Irish term Cruithni came to denote (exclusively) 
the  Picts of Albann & Ulster.

By 300AD, all of northern Britain was totally Brythonic speaking. However, it is strongly indicated by 
early archeological data that a Proto-Celtic Pictish language still flourished in remote areas into the 
9th century AD, especially in the Pict-controlled north. Place names and personal names of people 
associated with Pict strongholds at that time, showed a mixture of Celtic and non-Celtic elements 
(blended names).  It has always been normal in areas of the world where conquerors have overrun a 
country, that previous inhabitants spoke and maintained the old language in the comfort and security 
of their homes, and in isolated areas.

By 300AD,  the  previous Neolithic  Basque dialect  was generally  assimilated  out  to  the  Shetland 
Islands, leaving merely Pict eccentricities in the northern Brythonic language, rendering it unique 
among Celtic language groups.  Numerous historians have described these Picto-Brythonic dialects 
as “unique”.  Of course, in remote rural areas, people still spoke the old language at home, and when 
they did speak Celt, it was with a Pict accent, and they still have it in places like Buchan.

Therefore, even when Picts were known as Caledonians, in 80 AD, and were heading efforts to throw 
back the technologically advanced Roman armies, they generally spoke a unique dialect of Brythonic 
Celt - but there were always a few who had difficulty with it. However, the decay of the old language 
began when the Celts overwhelmed it centuries earlier.   A person is likely to ask where did this 
tendency to  double  up on consonants  begin? Studying early  Gaullish  names and phrases,  it  is 
certain Gauls did not double up nearly as much as did Britons.

This leaves us with the distinct probability that doubling up of consonants was a trait of Pre-Celtic 
inhabitants of Britain,  and they impressed it onto the incoming Celts,  simply by association.  i.e.  
Neifion became Neiton,  and then Nehhtonn.  Surprisingly,  Pict  names have been found written in 
Ogham script in stones, dated in the 8th and 9th centuries.  A check of early Breton, will show that 
they possessed numerous words with a doubling of "N". This was due to their 700-year affiliation 
with  the Pre-Celts of southern Britain, before they fled over the Channel to northwestern Gaul.

The effect of Pictish on all Brythonic dialects, resulted in "peculiar" variants of Celtic throughout the 
British Isles, survived today by Welsh, and less so by Breton, Irish and Scottish Gaelic.  A prime 
example is the Pictish word Ulladd, which meant  killers or slaughterers.  Originally it combined Uur 
and Lladd, 'Uur' being Pictish for man and 'Lladd' being Pictish for slaughter, literally meaning man of 
slaughter. The Cruithni in Ulster adopted the word to describe their elite warrior class, the Ulladd. 
The Gaelic- speaking Milesians translated it to Uladh, maintaining almost the same phonetic sound. 
In modern Welsh, lladd still means slaughte  r  .
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OGHAM INSCRIPTIONS
An accurate source of Pict names is a small assortment of stone inscriptions, which are mostly 
written  in  the  Ogham  alphabet.  They  have  been  scientifically  dated  to  the  8th  and  9th 
centuries.  The printing is in Pictish or Cumbric so words other than recognized names are 
difficult to decipher.

Consonants    Vowels

 

Stone Inscription Verifications Reference Author Linguistic  Inspiration

EDDARRNONN Actual history + Ulster Annals Ithernan Pict Pict

NEHHTONN Various Pict King Lists Neptune Pict Latin
DROSTAN Various Pict King Lists Drust Roman Pict
TALLORH Various Pict King Lists Talorc Pict Norwegian

UORET Various Pict King Lists Uuoret Roman Gaullish
FORCUS Various Pict King Lists Uurgus Roman Pict

Other inscriptions are unintelligible, leaving us frustrated at the unknown. The common use of 
foreign terms in those inscriptions such as the Latin filius is routine in historical manuscripts of 
all languages.  The originating author of a particular inscription is also important - to determine 
the correct spelling. If the author was a Pict, he would have spelled it correctly. If the author was 
of any other culture, he would probably have spelled it the way it sounded phonetically (and 
possibly add the embellishments of his own culture).

Tacitus wrote about "Calgacus", the Battle Commander of the Caledonians at the Battle of Mons 
Gramenius in AD84. This was an obvious Latinized version of a Pict name. Some learned people 
think his real name was Gilgid, others think it was Girom or Galanann. (I think Galanann is the best 
fit).  We may never know for  certain,  unless by some stroke of  luck,  we come across a stone 
inscription with the name of the real leader on it someday.  One valuable example is "Nehhtonn 
filius Tallorh", found in Aboyne. That particular Nehhtonn did not have a recorded father in the 
Pictish king lists.  "EDDARRNONN" is in several  Pict inscriptions.  This name is verified by the 
existence of a Bishop Ethernan of Rathlin (in Ulster), and with the entry of "Ithernan" in the Irish 
Annals in 669. This is not a Celtic name, so he was definitely a Pict. 
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The Lunnasting Stone

A valuable example of a name discovery is "NEHHTONN", inscribed in the Lunnasting stone, 
found in the Shetland Islands.  This entry corresponds to several manuscript entries of King 
Nehhtonn, and is derived from the Roman sea god - Neptune, although with a uniquely Pict 
obsession with doubling up on consonants - from the pure Brythonic version; Neifion.

It appears the Picts took the Brythonic version of names and modified them, first by eliminating 
minor vowels where there were more than one (i.e. N-ei-ton), and then doubling up on as many 
consonants as possible, in this case the last "N" and the introduction of a double "H" to replace 
the "k" sound of the heavy "Neght" portion of the name.  These peculiarities of Pict names 
probably arose from them modifying words to make them sound phonetically similar to how 
they said it.  And that no doubt was a result of the lingering linguistic effects (accents) of their 
previous language, which some probably still spoke at home.

Translation -   The Lunnasting stone was donated to the National  Museum of  Antiquities of 
Scotland in 1876. The inscription reads:

ettocuhetts    ahehhttann    hccvvevv    nehhtonn 

- Containing the name, Nehhtonn, but otherwise without an acceptable interpretation to date.
The language: It  has been assumed by scholars that the language was in Pictish. However, 
records have proven that the peculiar P-Celtic of the Britons of Strathclyde and Goddodin had 
infiltrated into the remotest recesses of Albann, including the Orkney and Shetland islands by 
300 AD. After that time, the common language of Albann was a peculiar northern Briton P-Celtic 
tinted with residual Pict/Orcadian embellishments.

Nevertheless,  in  1582,  the  humanist  scholar  (and native  Gaelic-speaker)  George  Buchanan, 
expressed the view that Pictish was similar to languages like Welsh, Gaulish and Gaelic. There 
is no question that the P-Celtic and Q-Celtic languages that European Celts brought to Albann 
were derivatives of Gaulish. However, Pictish was an earlier western offshoot of an older Indo-
European language, which spawned many other European languages also; ie. German, Latin, 
Baltic, Greek and Gaulish.   Buchanon was a Gael, and was under political pressure to conform 
to  popular  sentiment  that  Gaelic  played  a  significant  part  in  the  development  of  the  Pict 
language. The truth is otherwise. The linkage between P-Celtic and Q-Celtic is undeniable but it 
went back many centuries to the time when the Celts were still in their ancient homelands of 
central Europe and not in Britain.                                                                                            
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The language on this stone can correctly be described as an early (or prototype) 
"Welsh" as the transplantation of the Gododdin people in the 2nd century AD to 
Wales  fused  the  Welsh  language  with  the  language  of  those  north  Britons, 
which in turn, had been greatly influenced by Pictish.  Albann society embraced 
the  Latin  alphabet  upon their  conversion to  Christianity  during Brud's  reign 
after 565AD.

Nehhtonn Morbet, the king who built 1,000 stone churches, began his reign in 
708 AD.  By this time, the inhabitants of the Shetland had been speaking their 
unique dialect  of  P-Celtic  for  over 400 years.  Therefore  the language on the 
Lunnasting stone would be a form of P-Celtic, with Pict embellishments (such 
as a fixation with doubling up of certain consonants, i.e. hh, nn, ll, tt, rr, uu, and 
of the overuse of "u").

The  structure:  First,  one  has  to  understand  what  one  is  looking  at.  This 
message contains four compound words assembled by an educated person. No 
ordinary tradesman put this complex word structure together. It was no doubt 
the work of a highly educated religious figure or an administrator i.e. mayor, 
governor). It was meant to be displayed prominently in a Church or other public 
place to either influence local sentiments or to reflect a popular sentiment, or to 
be displayed for posterity.

In  the  remote  region  of  Shetland,  there  would  be  no  fancy  verbal 
embellishments, merely simple compound words understood by all. It is known 
that all Celtic and Latin languages (as is often the case in other languages as 
well) often added two or more simple words to constitute a larger word in formal 
inscriptions. 

Here is my methodology:

One must check the closest remaining P. Celtic languages: Modern Welsh gives 
us the best matches (old Welsh would be better). 

The first word "ettocuhetts" is relatively easy. There is no ETO in Breton, but in 
Welsh, "eto" means Again, yet or still. 

The "u" sound in old Welsh was replaced with a "y" in  modern Welsh.  The 
doubling up of the middle "t" was the result of Pict influence.

In  modern  Welsh,  "cyhoeddi",  pronounced  as  cuhedd (exactly  the  same  as 
would  the  Cumbric  "cuhett"),  means  "proclaim".  (In  Celtic  words,  a  "T" 
invariably sounds like a "D"). The final "S' is probably a grammatical insertion to 
set the verb as the first person plural : e.g. "Let us".

This stone is no doubt a favourable proclamation in regard to Nehhtonn, so it  
stands  to  reason  a  simple  translation  of  the  first  word  to  "Again,  Let  us 
proclaim" would fit very nicely into what is expected of it.

The second word: "ahehhttann": 

In modern Welsh, "heddychol" means peaceful. In modern Welsh, "an" means 
"before".  Together,  the  compound  phonetical  word  "ahedan"  likely  meant 
"peaceful as before".
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The third  word "hccvvevv"  is  at  first  quite  complicated.  However,  one  must 
remember there was no actual "V" in neither Cumbric nor Pict, although "UU" 
sounded like a "V". When translated into Gaelic it came out as an "F". Latin and 
Celtic calligraphers, routinely wrote a "U' as a "V". (Often, two "U"s together 
were incorrectly deciphered as a "W". 

So  this  word  properly  becomes  "hccuueuu".  Two  connected  "U"s  were 
pronounced as "FE”; eg. The Pict name, “Uurgus”, became the Gaelic “Fergus”.

In  Celtic,  and  no  doubt  in  Cumbric  also,  an  “H”  was  never  silent,  so  it 
constituted a  pronounced part  of  the  word.  Sadly,  most  Pict  words are  lost 
forever.  However,  considering the  second part  of  this  word,  we come to  an 
interesting fit.

It is rather apparent the second half of the word (“uueuu”), would phonetically 
sound like “fefe” or “ferf”. In modern Welsh, "fferf" means solid. So, it is likely 
the third word means "solidarity".

In English, the entire inscription probably meant:

Again, let us proclaim as before, (a) peaceful solidarity with Nehhtonn 

Note: One must bear in mind that Nehhtonn Morbet III was a controversial figure 
due  to his  controversial  meddling in  sensitive  religious  affairs.  Although he 
modernized his country, he interfered in the religious aspects of his country, in 
no small part due to his foreign wife being a Roman Catholic zealot. This caused 
civil strife throughout Albann, and he had to retire to a monastery for his own 
safety.

It is universally recognized that those people who live off the bounties of nature (farmers, 
fishermen, hunters) and who live in the hinterlands of society, are the ones who most fiercely 
cling to traditional values and word usage.

The semi-isolated inhabitants of the Orkney and Shetlands would have been fiercely loyal to 
the conservative ideologies of their religion, be it pagan, or in this case, Christianity. The 
Church hierarchy in remote areas would have enjoyed a much greater influence and respect 
amongst this rural population as the church was the beacon of both religion and literacy.

This proclamation could well have been Pict Church propaganda designed to influence the 
local population, in its efforts to eradicate the Scottish influence.

In modern Welsh (which is the closest living language to the now extinct Cumbric of post 
325 AD Albann), It would read:

Eto cyhoeddi heddychol an fferf â Neifion 
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OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Early historical writers -

Bede- He was an early 8th century Northumbrian Historian and Nationalist who wrote about 
north Britain with a distinct bias. He mentioned that a place at the eastern end of the Antonine 
Wall was called Peanfahel in the Pict language. Upon examination, it appears it is a blend of the 
P-Celtic,  Penn (head end)  with  the Gaelic,  fal (wall).   By the 4th century,  all  Picts spoke a 
peculiar P-Celtic, and to a lesser extent, Gaelic, which never lost its influence in the hinterland.

Adámnân- He was an 8th century Irish biographer who wrote about the 7th century, his most 
renowned publication being "The Life of Columba". He mentioned a person who lived in Albann 
by the name of "Emcat". It was derived from the Gaullish, Ambicatos, meaning "vassal". The 
Irish equivalent being, Imcath. The name was likely to have been a north Brythonic version of 
the Gaullish original.  The son of this man was supposedly named "Uirolec", which appears to 
have an old Gaullish construction, similar to iolar, meaning "eagle".

Adámnan wrote that Froichan was foster father of King Brud Mauur, and his personal Druid. 
Froichan is the Q-Celtic  phonetic  equivalent  of  the Welsh,  Brychan,  meaning freckles.  This 
name would have been applied to someone with freckles. The Irish equivalent is Bricin, and is 
pronounced similar to the Welsh version. This is a good example of how we can go off in a 
wrong direction when a mere phonetic equivalent is applied to another language.

Froichan, by itself is meaningless, and does not appear in any dictionary anywhere. We have to 
go  back  to  the  language  of  the  original  word  to  find  its  true  meaning.  A man specifically 
identified by Adámnan as a Pict was Logenan, which may have been a derivative of Logodenn, 
meaning  "mouse"  in  both  Breton  and  Welsh.  Another  Pict  was  listed  as  Artbranan,  which 
relates to "Bear-Raven" in Welsh.  It was, and remains in some close circles, a popular thing to 
allocate animal names to friends.  I remember growing up in my village in Nova Scotia, where all 
the older male teenagers were allocated with animal names by their peers.

The Annals of Ulster, which wrote in the Gaelic language, identified "Tolarggann" as a Pict; 
Some value has to be allotted to this entry, as it may be a Gaelicized attempt at a Pict name. The 
doubling of the "gg" indicates it is authentically Pict.  However, the listing of  Talog,  and the 
omission of  any word  beginning with  Tolag in  the  Welsh  dictionary,  strongly indicates  the 
correct Pictish root spelling of the hypocoristic version was Tallorhh (pronounced as Talorg).

The Picts always used a "U" to make the "E" or "I" sounds (and still do in south Wales). If the  
sound of the last part of the name had been gen, it would have been spelled gun. This entry in 
the Annals of Ulster, strongly indicates the final section of the name was gan (with in Welsh), 
leaving  the  actual  word  as  Tallorggann,  meaning  with (or  under  the  protection  of)  Talorhh 
(Thor), given the Pict penchant for doubling up on middle-of-the-word and ending consonants.

Page 150



USE OF DICTIONARIES
The Pict name for hunter, became known due to a placement in a Welsh dictionary as Cynydd, 
an obvious Pict word. Since the Welsh replaced the "I" with "Y" in most of their words, the 
correct spelling in Pict was CINNIDD, which was adopted by the Scots as Cinneadh or Cemoyth,  
and was later Anglicized to Kenneth.

Some of these "extinct" Pict words can be extricated from modern Welsh, Breton and Scottish 
Gaelic (the only languages that came into prolonged contact with the Picts and borrowed from 
them) by comparing them to other related Celtic languages that did not have such extensive 
contact with Picts  (i.e. Irish).  i.e. "Strength" in the modern Welsh dictionary is: cryfder and 
nerth.  Strength in the modern Irish dictionary is: neart, treise and cumhacht.

However, in the modern Scottish Gaelic dictionary, strength is: neart, spionnadh, treine, treise, 
marsainn, lugh, treoir, cumhachd, gramalas, dion, tearmann, dun, daighneach, and armailt.

After subtracting the Irish and Welsh words that are similar from the Scottish Gaelic, we are left  
with: spionnadh, marsainn, gramalas, dion, and daighneach.

These  are  words  the  Scots  came  up  with  after  leaving  their  Irish  roots  and  Welsh  or 
Anglo/Saxon affinities behind.  Where did they get them?  They probably got some of them from 
the majority Picts but these words merely represent the Pictic phonetic sound.

PICTS WERE MULTI-LINGUAL
The  proven  fact  that  Picts  spoke  at  least  three  languages  after  the  advent  of  Christianity, 
strongly indicates they were not an ignorant people.  The Pict church hierarchy, putting special 
emphasis on Latin, administered the entire educational and religious system of Albann. The Pict 
Chronicles were written in a bilingual format, the Latin column being far more polished than the 
Gaelic part.

They also spoke (and were taught) the language of the government, which was Brythonic. In 
addition, it has been proven that at least some pockets of Pict language use were maintained 
until the 9th century.

In the period of Scotic assimilation, beginning about 700, there were actually four languages 
spoken by a people we tend to dismiss today as backward; The Latin taught in schools, the 
Brythonic Celt spoken in the community at large (since 1AD), the Q-Celtic Gaelic spoken by the 
ever increasingly influential Scots, and at home, the Pict language of their ancestors.

Some kings were named in the Pict tradition, not the Brythonic, i.e. Nehhtonn versus Neiton, 
Runn versus Rhudd, Lutren versus Lughtin, and Girom rather than Gyrwynt. The Picts had a 
special use for a double HH.  They used it to replace a hard C, a K or a CH sound in the middle 
of a word.

This unique peculiarity had to have been a Pict language trait. It does not surface in any known 
Breton personal or place names, except in the case of names with double NN in the middle of  
the word.

In modern Welsh, there is an abundance of FFs, LLs and DDs, but no HHs. This peculiarity of 
doubling of consonants is more likely to be attributed to the influence of the Picts than it is for 
the Picts to have been influenced by the north Britons (the Welsh forebears).

The Welsh have replaced the "U", "UU" and "V" of old Brythonic in most instances with a "W", 
effectively rendering it even more unique (compared to other Celtic languages).
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Understanding the term - "Brud"
The first verifiable Brud to appear in Albann as a king was Brud Mauur I, filius King Maelgwn of 
Gwynedd. The Anglo/Saxon Kingdom of Northumbria was expanding northwards, threatening 
all non-Germans in its way. There was no room for Picts or Britons in an Anglo/Saxon Britain.

Only Strathclyde offered any real protection through its strong army. Twenty years of peace was 
shattered at the Battle of Camlann in 537. In 546, King Rhydderich was driven into exile in Ulster 
from Strathclyde by a pagan revolt. In 548, the Yellow Plague struck all of Britain bringing death 
to many. Albann needed a miracle.

"Brut" in old Gaulish meant: wizard, soothsayer. The “Welsh” version was “Brud” (pronounced 
Bret).  The early Celts and Germans promoted Seers to lead their armies,  so it  is natural to 
surmise that a man referred to as "Brud" would slip into a position of great power.  It was a  
powerful word connected to those who had the gift of telling the future.

We know from references in the Pictish Chronicles, that "Brud" was never spelled with a double 
"D".  Furthermore, Gaelic Monks often wrote the name as “Bret” or “Breth”. This was because 
Bret was the phonetic sound of the name.

By coincidence,  the Germanic Anglo/Saxon word for  High king was 'Bretwalda'.  To Picts,  it 
sounded like Brud-valda.  As it was a powerful word to both Celtic and German, it impressed the 
Picts. True to form, they dropped the valda, and adopted it as their own. Despite its Gaulish and 
Germanic roots, there is no written record of a King Brud anywhere in Gaul, Ireland, Europe or 
Britain, only in Albann.

We know that historical records refer to the King as Brud, but he may have been renamed by 
the Pict High Council when he was crowned High king. Or his Pict mother may have been smart 
enough to realize the effect that name would carry.

Regardless,  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  anyone in  that  situation  to  refuse  the  honour, 
especially him being the son of a king of a powerful neighbouring kingdom.  A Royal blunder or 
even the perception of such might mean an invasion by powerful neighbours.

Perception was everything, and the Picts knew full well, both of their antagonists, the Britons of 
Strathclyde and the Germans of Northumbria, would have been duly impressed. As it happened, 
the first king to carry the name, Brud I (or Brud Mauur), was a resounding success, ensuring 
there would be many more Bruds to follow and emulate him.

Other favourite names for the sons of Pict royal families can be found by merely listing the 
names of  one  of  those families.   In  the  case  of  Onnus Mauur,  his  four  sons were named; 
Tallorggann, Drust, Brud and Uurgus.  He had two brothers named Brud and Tallorggann.

In today's  Southern Wales,  rural  people  still  pronounce a "u" as an "i".  This  is an ancient 
holdover  that  was no doubt  widespread throughout  north  Britain  in  ancient  times.  In  "The 
Pictish Chronicles", the Gaelic monks often phonetically translated the Briton/Pict word, Brud, 
as "Bred", or "Breth", Bred being the phonetic sound of the name, and Breth, a satisfactory 
Gaelic translation.

Later English translators, in order to amplify the "U", (unnecessarily and incorrectly) added an 
"E" to spell it Brude, losing its true phonetic sound.  Note: Today's surname of the Scottish 
descendants of the Brud dynasty is "Brodie".  Presently,  there are no such names as Brud, 
Breth, Bred, Brude or Bruide in any phone book I have checked.

Ironically,  the very popular fist  name “Brett” is pronounced exactly the same as was  Brud. 
Alone,  it  means  nothing,  although  phonetically  (perhaps  subconsciously),  it  conjures  up 
memories of the glory of its ancient predecessors.
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WHAT HAPPENED??
Why did the Pictish language disappear, not only from official use but from use entirely?
To address that question, we have to go back in history, at least to the time, when classical 
Gaullish (Q-Celtic) speaking tribes streamed into Pretania from the European continent.
Until just recently, linguists believed that Pictish was not of Indo-European origin, that it was an 
ancient product of the Basques, perhaps affected from time to time by languages of various 
visitants; Proto Norse, in the North and by Germanic, Celtic and perhaps others in the south. 
Now, it is accepted that Pictish was an early offshoot of Indo-European, which incorporated 
both Q-Celtic and P-Celtic vernacular. Therefore, accommodating related forms of Celtic was 
seamless and quite understandable.
Several theories have been offered to explain a plethora of unanswered questions:
a) Was Pictish confronted by more vibrant languages?
b) Was written Pictish merely a primitive form of pictographs as evidenced by many surviving 

stone tablets).
c) Was there a military factor involved? 
d) Were the Picts actually bred out of existence by inter-racial marriages?
e) Was Gaelic used as the language of Christianity, as often proposed by Scottish historians?
f) Were Ogham plaques written in Pictish?
g) What was the real reason why Cumbric (and Gaelic) became superfluous? 

The facts discount some of these theories:
a)   Before 800BC, the Pictish language of Albann was a hybrid Proto Celtic/West Norse. After 
800BC, classical Q-Celtic (Gaelic) was introduced. By 300AD, it had been replaced by a hybrid 
Brythonic language unique to North Britain, called Cumbric.  The only exceptions were various 
isolated outlying areas such as parts of Argyll, where the older Goidelic Q-Celtic remained,  The 
main ingredient in prehistoric Pictish in the north was obviously West Norse.  This is evident by 
several ancient personal and place names: Talorhh, Ofudd, Dunnottar, Inverness and Uist.
b)    Pictographs were used merely for ceremonial occasions and as decorative slabs.
c)   The MacAlpin dynasty was Pictish, not Scottish, and it was the primary factor in the forced 
reunification of north Britain. To prove this, the Ulster Annals (hardly a champion of Pict racism) 
reported  in Latin in 858AD, upon his death; “Cimoyth, Rex Pictorum” (Kenneth, King of all the 
Picts).  Those records still exist today.  The story of a deceitful night of slaughter was fabricated 
200 years after the supposed event.
d)   Recent  DNA surveys have proved that  70% of  the present  population of  Scotland is of  
Pict/Welsh origin.
e)   Pictish and Columban churches were separate entities until at least 1200AD. Nehhtonn III 
became Defender of the Faith, and ostracized the Scottish church in 723AD, expelling much of 
its clergy to Ulster.  Girig reintroduced equality for the Scottish Church in 880AD.
f)    After 300AD, Ogham plaques were in Cumbric not Pictish (ie. Lunnasting Stone).
g)  After the eclipse of the MacAlpin line in 1057AD, numerous uprisings in the north caused 
relations  between  the  Anglicized  central  authority  in  Edinburgh  and  the  majority  Celts  to 
deteriorate until they actively hated each other. Relations got worse, when Scotland became a 
junior partner in a “British” Union in 1603.  After the last Jacobite rebellion in 1745/46, Celts in 
the north, whether Jacobite or Hanoverian in sympathy, were treated like unwanted animals, 
and were largely deported en masse from the sacred country they had founded, and united, to 
the far reaches of the English-speaking world.

In the Autumn of 2011, as I solemnly walked through the silent forest that once was Rob Roy's 
beloved Balquhidder, I finally realized why no one here speaks Cumbric or Gaelic anymore. 
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RELIGION
The Great Comforter

Pict Deities

Pict Religious wheel

The Picts adopted the gods of their visitants.  They named their childen after the Norse gods; 
Thor and Odin, the Celtic gods; Taranis and Lugus, the Greek gods; Achilles and Apollo, the 
Roman gods; Jupiter and Neptune. The Celts made their gods and godesses into heroes, and 
their heroes into gods and godesses.

There were two main types of Celtic deities: general and local. General deities were known by 
Celts throughout large regions, and are the gods and goddesses they invoked for protection, 
healing, luck, honour, and many other needs. The local deities were the spirits of a particular 
feature of the landscape (such as particular mountains, trees, or rivers) and were only known by 
the locals in the surrounding areas. 

Dagda: The leader of the gods of the Celtic pantheon appears to have been The Dagda. He was 
the figure after which male humans and other gods were based due to his embodiment of the 
ideal human traits.  He is often depicted as a figure of power, armed with a spear.  In Gaul, it is 
speculated Dagda is associated with Sucellos, the striker, equipped with a hammer and cup.

Boann:  Consort to Dagda.

Lugus: (in Gallic), Lugh (in Irish) Lleu (in Welsh) Celtic god of Light and the harvest. A festival was 
held in his honour in August called Lughnasa, August was his sacred month. He was reputed to 
be the divine father of Cúchulainn; whom he conceived with Dechtire when he carried her away 
to his palace beneath Brugh na Boinne. He is the paramount god appearing most frequently in 
Celtic lore. His diffusion in Celtic religion is apparent from the number of place names in which 
his name appears, occurring across the Celtic world. The most famous of these are the cities of 
Lyon and  Lugdunum Batavorum (the  modern  city  of  Katwijk,  10  kilometers  to  the  west  of 
Leiden).  
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Alator: Early Celtic god of war became Talorhh in Pictish. It means he who nourishes the people.

Belenus:  The word Bel means "brilliant"; Belenus is represented as a sun god, and was the god of 
healing, he was invoked during times of war to ensure the fiercest battles were won.

Brigid: Dagda's daughter; was the goddess of fertility.  Our modern term “Bride” was derived from 
her.  People prayed to Brigid for fertility in all things, animals, crops and even children. 

Morrígan: Morrígan was a tripartite battle goddess of the Celts. She was known as the Morrígan, but 
the different sections she was divided into were also referred to as Nemhain, Macha, and Badb, with 
each representing different aspects of combat.

Modron: (divine mother) was a daughter of Afallach, derived 
from the Gallic goddess Matrona.

Taran: Later  Celtic  equivalent  of  Thor,  god  of  thunder  and 
lightning.  Taran  was  translated  into  Taranis  in  Gallic, 
Tallorggann in Picto/Gaelic, and Tallorhh in Picto/Brythonic. 

Cernunnos:   Also called the Horned One, he sported antlers of a 
stag upon his head.  He was a shape-shifter, with the ability to take on 
the  form of  a  snake,  a  wolf –  or  his  native  stag.  Cernunnos could 
assure plentiful crops and abundant fortunes

Dôn: (From the Gallic Danu) Mother earth goddess.  Picts felt 
they were the childen of Dôn.  The Danube river was named after 
her.

Epona: Horse goddess of Earth, Epona was invoked during the 
equinoxes to bring about smooth passage of the seasons.

The Valkyrie:  A Group of female Warriors who gathered up 
the dying during battles.  They chose who would go directly to 
Valhalla and who would suffer in pain.  The heroes were selected 
for more humane treatment by the gods.

Toutatis: A god of tribal protection in Gaul and Britain.

The Picts considered some trees to be sacred. The importance of trees in Celtic religion is shown by 
the fact that the very name of the Eburonia tribe contains a reference to the yew tree, and that many 
people were named after types of trees: i.e. Der Llei (oak), MacIvar & Mac Ewen (yew). 

Hot springs and rivers were also popular sites for worship, and were commonly associated with 
healing.  Druids, the Celtic learned class which included members of the clergy, were said to have 
believed in reincarnation and transmigration of the soul. 

One of  the most  popular  beliefs associated with the Celts was a belief  in  fairies  and  pixies.   In 
Christianized Celtic  areas,  they were no longer seen as nature deities but  as malevolent  spirits. 
Sometimes these fairies were treated  the same as previous pagan nature gods had been,  with 
offerings being placed on trees and other shrines to both placate them from committing negative actions 
and ensuring a good harvest, hunt, etc. 
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Picto/Celtic Religious Festivals
(Many Countries still celebrate them under different names)

Samhain Description:  A harvest festival with ancient roots in Celtic polytheism.  It was linked to 
festivals held around the same time in other Celtic cultures, and continued to be celebrated in late 
medieval times.
Observed by:  Picts, Gaels and Welsh.
Begins:  October 31st..  Ends:  November 1st.
Celebrations:  Bonfires, Guising, Divination, Feasting.
Modern relative:  Halloween, All Saints Day.

Imbolc   Description:  Imbolc  is  one  of  the  four  principal  festivals,  celebrated  among all  Celtic 
cultures, either at the beginning of February or at the first local signs of Spring. Most commonly it is 
celebrated on February 1st, which falls halfway between the Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox 
in the northern hemisphere. 
Originally dedicated to the Celtic goddess Brigid.  With the advent of Christianity, it was adopted as 
St Brigid's Day.  In Albann, the festival was also known as Là Fhèill Brìghde, in Ireland as Lá Fhéile 
Bríde, and in Wales as Gŵyl Fair.  Imbolc is traditionally a time of weather prognostication, and the 
old tradition of watching to see if  serpents or badgers came from their winter dens.  It  was the 
precursor to the North American Groundhog Day. 

Belltann (Calan Mai) It  marked the beginning of  the pastoral  summer season when herds of 
livestock were driven out to the summer pastures and mountain grazing areas.  In Albann, Bealltainn 
was commonly celebrated on May 15th.   The lighting of  bonfires seems to have survived to the 
present day.  In many British and North American places, last year’s grass is burned to make way for 
the new.  It is still maintained in Scottish areas of Canada, incl. Eastern Ontario and Nova Scotia.  On 
this night, the cattle were driven between two bonfires to protect them from disease. Couples wishing 
for fertility would "jump the fires" on Beltane night.

Lùnnastal (Calan Onnus) Calan Onnus was one of the four main festivals of the Pict calendar.  It 
was held on August 1st, the traditional end of the growing season.  Early Celtic calendars were based 
on the lunar, solar, and vegetative cycles -- and the precession of the equinoxes -- so the actual 
calendar date in ancient times may have varied.

It also marked the beginning of the harvest season, the harvest of Grain, the ripening of first fruits, 
and was traditionally a time of community gatherings, market festivals, horse races and reunions 
with distant family and friends.  It was a favored time for handfastings - trial marriages that would 
generally last a year and a day, with the option of ending the contract before the new year, or later 
formalizing it as a more permanent marriage.  It was observed by the Gauls at least up to the first 
century; on the Coligny calendar, the eighth day of the first half of the month Edrinios, is marked with 
the inscription TIOCOBREXTIO.  To the Welsh, it is Calan Awst.

On August 1st, the national holiday of Switzerland, it is traditional to celebrate with bonfires. This 
practice traces back to the Gallic Luganassatis celebrations of the Helvetii, who lived in what is now 
Switzerland.  In Canada, August 1st is set aside as a Federal Civic holiday.

Sabbat: Where the rule of the "Wheel of the Year" is returned to the Goddess. This Festival also 
marks the transition point of the threefold Goddess energies from those of Maiden to Mother.

Ostara: The second Spring Festival.  It was celebrated during the Spring Equinox. 
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Norse and Greco-Roman Deities
Albann was a Theocracy as we understand the term today.  At any stage in Albann’s long history,  
there was one unifying religion of which the High King relied upon for support in his efforts to satisfy 
his subjects.   Those with power and influence used intellectuals of the church as tutors to instill a  
proper education in their children.

Every notable king of Albann had a foster father who also served as his personal adviser.  King Brud 
I’s advisor (and foster father) was Brychan (Froichan in Gaelic).  This position was assigned to a 
person of influence within the apparatus of the state religion.

The  first  religion  of  the  inhabitants  of  northern  Britain  would  have  been 
Animist  in  nature.   As  sophistication and outside  contacts  increased,  they 
were converted to Norse gods. We know this because all peoples of northern 
Europe;  Germans,  Scandinavians  and  Baltic  peoples,  without  exception, 
adopted  them.   We know  the  Picts  revered  Norse  gods  because they had 
translated their Norse names into Pictish, and often named their children after 
them.

S  ome of the more popular were:  

• ODIN:   the father of all the gods became OFUDD in Pict (Ofydd in Welsh).
• THOR:   Son of Odin, the red-haired god of thunder and lightning.  He was especially popular 

with the Picts as many of them also had red hair.
• BALDUR  : Son of Odin and god of light. Prince of goodness, innocence and forgiveness.
• BRYNHILD  : The most beautiful of the Valkyries.
• EOSTRE  : Mother Goddess of Fertility and Spring (from which Easter came).
• FREYJA  : goddess of beauty and sensual love.  Often depicted riding her golden chariot pulled 

by two huge blue cats, a gift from Thor. She was called upon to comfort heroes who were  
dying to ease their transition into Valhalla.  When Freya and the Valkyries rode forth on their 
missions, their armor caused eerily beautiful flickering light that we know as Northern Lights.

• GERD  : a stunningly beautiful Earth goddess in charge of sex.
• GUNN  : her name means 'War' and she was always the first on the battlefield.
• TIWAZ  : was a fearless Germanic god of War, and became Odin’s servant.
• URD  : she spins the web of fate for gods and men.
• ASGARD:   the Norse god Headquarters where they all lived and ruled.
• VALKYRIES  : a team of women equestrian warriors.
• VALHALLA  : Odin’s palace in Asgard where heroes slain in battle went after death.

Did you know? Tuesday was named for Tîwaz, Wednesday was named for Odin, Thursday was named 
for Thor, and Friday was named for Freyja. They all had their equivalents in the Greco-Roman world 
of deities:

• JUPITER  : Roman father god was the Greek god, ZEUS.  His Pict name was Upidd.
• NEPTUNE  : the Roman god of the sea became Nehhtonn in Pict.
• The Greek equivalent of ASGARD was Mount Olympus. 
When Romans met foreigners with a number of gods, they invariably matched them with Roman 
gods, sometimes carelessly.   They considered their  gods were all-powerful,  and in strange lands 
merely changed their  names to conform to the local  language.   This habit  did not consider that 
sometimes foreigners  had different  life  experiences,  and needed  gods  to  fill  those  places.   For 
instance, there was very little snow or ice in Italy, but lots in Scandinavia, so the Norse had gods of  
ice and snow where the Romans had none. 
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DRUIDS, THE CELTIC INTELLIGENTSIA
Celts uniquely developed the Druidic system, where an elite controlled all intellectual realms. 
This system was foreign to the Romans, who understood the power that Druids had on Celtic 
society, and campaigned ruthlessly to eradicate them.

Druids were not only Priests, but also Seers, Tutors, Astrologers, Physicians, Mathematicians, 
Historians,  Judges,  Poets,  Royal  advisors,  Magicians  and  any  profession  that  involved 
knowledge.  Together with the Army, they controlled Celtic societies.

Romans well understood that once Celtic Armies and Druids were gone, they would rely on the 
Romans to fill the vacuum.  A concerted Roman campaign began early, whereby all Druids were 
depicted as evil manipulators that must be eliminated. 

The adoption of Christianity in Ireland and Albann did not lead to the abolition of the Druids but  
to their transformation.  Christian missionaries did not attempt to eradicate Druidic holy sites. 
They adopted the holy mountains and wells by giving them Christian blessings and names.

Druid Priests were offered land to be “converted” to the new religion.  Most of them saw the 
inevitability of the end of their system and opted to become part of the new “system”.

The largest  conflict  that Druids had with the new religion was their  belief  in predestination 
whereas  the  predominant  Christian  belief  was  that  people  had  free  will  to  determine  their 
destinies. Their influence was so great this conflict was taken to the Pope to arbitrate.

Male Druids and soldiers in all Celtic societies had a particular type of shaved hairstyle called a 
“tonsure”.  This style became the Celtic church Christian tonsure in Ireland, Wales and Albann, 
and was maintained as late as 818 despite demands of the Roman Church that the Roman 
tonsure be adopted.  This Celtic tonsure was common in Albann/Scotland until the 14th century. 
Both men and women were Druids.  They married and had children,  as do many Priests in 
Christian Protestant and Islamic faiths.

The Isle of Mann was named after a Druid named Mannánan, and is recorded as being the 
centre of Druidism in the British Isles.  Irish legends describe how Kings of Albann sent their  
sons to the Isle  to be educated.   Among those educated there were Bran and the sons of  
Deoord. Adomnán mentions Brud Mauur several times in his “Life and Times of St. Columba”, 
he maintained that Brud was never converted to Christianity despite Columba’s best efforts.

✔ In 1656, the Presbytery of Applecross took action against several persons for sacrificing bulls 
on 25th August, a Druid holy day.

✔ In 1678, the Presbytery of Dingwall took action against a group of MacKenzies for sacrificing a 
bull on the island of Innis Maree.

✔ In 1769, Thomas Pennant noticed an oak tree on the island of Innis Maree with nails and coins 
inserted as offerings.

✔ Innis Maree was named for a Druid Priest, Mug Ruith (Mowrih).
✔ Lewis Spence mentioned the rite of taighairm, which survived in the Highlands where a seer 

wraps himself in the skin of a newly killed bull and awaits a vision.
✔ Brigit was the most popular Irish and Pict female divinity.  She was the goddess of fertility 
whose feast day was celebrated on February 1st.  Saint Brigit was born in 455AD in Faughart, Co. 
Down, the daughter of a Druid, Dubhtach. She remains the most popular female saint in Ireland and 
Scotland.  Her festival is celebrated on February 1st. 

Page 158



Christianity Brings A Sense of Purpose To Albann

Saint Martin's Cross at Iona

– And Creates Deep Divisions
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The First Christians
(Listed chronologically)

Saint Alban -A most unlikely candidate for sainthood. Albann was a Pict mercenary soldier in the 
Roman army of occupation in southern Britain, when it was a capital offence to be a Christian. A 
persecuted  priest  whom  he  sheltered  from  the  Pagan  Roman  authorities  converted  him  to 
Christianity. He then changed clothes with the priest, allowing him to escape. Caught, he was ordered 
to renounce his new faith. He refused and became the first Christian martyr in Britain.

The second British martyr was the executioner who was to kill him, heard his testimony, converted 
on the spot, and refused to kill Albann. The third was the priest, who, when he learned that Albann 
had been arrested in his place, hurried to the court in hope of saving Albann by turning himself in.  
The  place  of  their  deaths  is  near  Saint  Alban's  Cathedral.  Albann  died  by  being  tortured  and 
beheaded in 305AD at Holmhurst Hill, England.

Saint Ninian - (350 - 432AD. The earliest known North British Saint is St Ninian. Bede first mentioned 
him, in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People.  The traditional story is that he was born in 
Brythonic Cumbria but travelled to Rome as a young man to study Christianity. There, he was made a 
Bishop, and given the task of converting the Picts by the Pope, St Ciricius.

Saint Ninian was concerned with the implementation of Christianity north of Hadrian's Wall at a time 
when most of the Picts were still pagan. He undertook a journey northwards along the east coast in 
order to spread Christianity among the Picts. He trained many Pict missionaries, among whom, was 
Cruithnechan, the man who converted Saint Columba.

Much of Albann became Christian long before England due to Ninian. He went to the Continent where 
he was ordained a Priest, came back to Albann, and evangelized Galloway and some of the Southern 
Picts in Fife and Perthshire.   Ninian's  followers took the new faith as far  north as the Shetland 
Islands, and as far south as Northumbria, which at that time encompassed Lothian in present day 
South-eastern Scotland, and Northumberland in present day Northern England.

Ninian founded the first monastery in Albann at Whithorn in the territory of the Britons around AD 
500, he was an exponent of the Roman Church, after receiving training in Rome, rather than the early 
Celtic  Church with its  strong ties to  Ireland.  Around 397AD,  he set  up  his  base  at  Whithorn  in  
Southwest Albann, building a stone church there, known as  Candida Casa (White House  in Latin). 
From there,  he began work among the Northern Britons. He is venerated in the Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox and Anglican Churches.

Saint Patrick - (387 - 491AD). Known as the Apostle of Ireland, he was born into a 
Brythonic Christian family in Kilmarnock, near Dumbarton, in Strathclyde, as Maewyn 
Succat (warlike). Like many young Britons at that time, he was kidnapped, sold as a 
slave and shipped off to Ireland as a child. He worked as a shepherd and spent most 
of his spare time in prayer.

He  eventually  escaped  and  fled  to  the  continent,  where  he  studied  in  several 
monasteries,  and  was  baptized  "Patricius"  (aristocratic).  He  eventually  became a 
Bishop and was sent by Pope Celestine to Britain to evangelize Ireland. He arrived in 
Ireland in 461AD, and converted Ireland to Christianity within 33 years. In the Middle 
Ages, Ireland became known as the Land of Saints.  During the Dark Ages, Ireland’s 
many monasteries were the great repositories of learning in Europe - all because of Saint Patrick. He 
died at Downpatrick, Ulidia in 491AD.
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Finnian's  most  distinguished  pupil  at  Moville  was  Colum-Cille  (Columba).  Tradition  has  it  that 
Columba's surreptitious copying of a psalter led eventually to his exile to Iona in New Dalriada. What 
remains of the copy, together with the casket that contains it,  is now in the National Museum of  
Ireland. It is known as the Cathach or Battler, and was carried by the O'Donnells in battle. Cathbar 
O’Donnell made the inner case in 1084, but the outer is fourteenth century work. Finnian wrote a rule 
for  his  monks,  also  a  far-reaching  penitential  code,  the  canons  of  which  were  published  by 
Wasserschleben in 1851.

Saint Brigid - of Kildare or Brigid of Ireland (Brigit, Bridget, Bridgit, Bríd or Bride) (Irish: Naomh Bríd) 
(c. 451– 525) is believed by some churches to have been an Irish Christian nun, abbess, and founder 
of several convents who is venerated as a saint.  She is considered one of Ireland's patron saints 
along with Saints Patrick and Columba.  Her feast day is February 1, the traditional first day of spring 
in Ireland. 

According  to  her  biographers,  her  father  was  Dubhthach,  a  pagan 
chieftain  of  Leinster,  and  Brocca,  a  Christian  Pict  who  had  been 
baptized by Saint  Patrick.  Some accounts of  her  life  suggested that 
Brigid's mother was kidnapped by Irish pirates and brought to Ireland 
to work as a slave in much the same way as Patrick was. Brigid was 
given the same name as one of the most powerful goddesses of the 
pagan Celtic religion that her father Dubhthach practiced; Brigid was 
the goddess of fire, whose manifestations were song, craftsmanship, 
and poetry, which the Irish considered the flame of knowledge.

Whether  she  was  raised  a  Christian  or  converted  in  468,  as  some 
accounts say, is unknown, but she was inspired by the preaching of 
Saint Patrick from an early age. Despite her father's opposition she was 
determined to enter religious life. Numerous stories testify to her piety. 
She had a generous heart and could never refuse the poor who came to 
her father's door. Her charity angered her father: he thought she was 
being overly generous to the poor and needy when she dispensed his milk and flour to all  and 
sundry. When she finally gave away his jewel-encrusted sword to a leper, Dubhthach realized that 
perhaps her disposition was best suited to the life of a nun. Brigid finally got her wish and she was 
sent to a convent. 

Brigid  received  the  veil  from  Saint  Mel,  and  professed  vows  dedicating  her  life  to  Christ.  She 
founded a convent in Clara, County, other foundations followed. Around 470, she founded Kildare 
Abbey, a double monastery, for nuns and monks, on the plains of Cill-Dara, "the church of the oak", 
her cell being made under a large oak tree.  As Abbess, she welded considerable power.

Legends surround her, even her blessing as Abbess by Saint Mel has a story attached to it. The 
elderly  bishop,  as  he  was  blessing  her  during  the  ceremony,  inadvertently  read  the  rite  of 
consecration of a bishop and this could not be rescinded. Brigid and her successor Abbesses at 
Kildare had an administrative authority equal to that of a Bishop until the Synod of Kells in 1152. 
Brigid was famous for her common sense, and most of all for her holiness: in her lifetime she was 
regarded as a saint.   Kildare Abbey became one of the most prestigious monasteries in Ireland, 
famed throughout Christian Europe. In the scriptorium of the monastery,  the Book of Kildare,  an 
illuminated manuscript, was created.

Saint  Finnian  (Uunnan)  of  Moville  (495  -  589),  was  a  Pict  Christian  missionary  who  became  a 
legendary figure in medieval Ireland. According to tradition, he was a descendant of Fiatach the Fair 
and  was  born  in  Ulidia.  He  studied  under  Polman  of  Dromore  and  Mochae  of  Noendrum,  and 
subsequently, at Candida Casa, whence he proceeded to Rome, returning to Ireland in 540 with an 
authorized copy of St. Jerome's Vulgate.  He was the founder of a famous school of Druim Fionn. 
Legend has it that he tried to convert Tuan mac Cairill, a mythical figure who was the last survivor of  
the Partholonian race, and while doing so, had the famous Scéal Tuáin maic Cairell recounted to him. 
This is a text about takings of Ireland, a source for the famous Lebor Gabála Érenn. 
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Saint Brigid died at Kildare around 525, and was buried in a tomb before the high altar of her abbey 
church.  After some time, her remains were exhumed and transported to Downpatrick to rest with the 
two other patron saints of Ireland, Patrick and Columba. Her skull was extracted and taken to Igreja 
de São João Baptista (Lumiar) Lisbon, Portugal by three Irish 
noblemen, where it remains. There is widespread devotion to 
her in Ireland where she is known as the "Mary of the Gael" 
and Irish missionaries took her  following to  Europe in the 
centuries  after  her  death.  In  Belgium,  there  is  a  chapel 
dedicated to Sainte-Brigide at Fosses-la-Ville and Saint Brigid 
is the patron saint of the Dutch city of Ommen.

Saint Mungo - 518 - 612AD. Tannodd, a banished daughter of 
Strathclyde King, Loth,  gave birth to a son at Culross.  His 
name was Kentigern, but he is better known as St. Mungo. 
Following  in  Ninian’s  footsteps,  Kentigern  founded  a 
monastery  at  Govan  and  another  at  the  site  of  Glasgow 
Cathedral.  He  also  founded  a  bishopric  for  the  Kings  of 
Dumbarton. His second title, Mungo, means 'very dear one' in 
the  language  of  the  Britons  and  the  myths  and  tales 
surrounding  him  reveal  popularity  amongst  the  common 
people.  In one such story,  a local king refused to pay his 
taxes  to  the  Church,  whereupon  Kentigern  cursed  him  - 
inducing  the  River  Clyde  to  rise  and  sweep  all  the  king's 
grain from his barns and carry it to the saint's feet.  St Mungo played a large part in the early culture  
of Glasgow. The city's cathedral (right) is named after him, and held his tomb until his relics were 
removed during the Middle Ages. 

The Church of Rome Accommodates Pict Sensitivities

In 432 AD, Saint Patrick opened up the Celtic lands in Ireland and Britain to Christianity. The Pope, 
ordered that existing temples to Pagan gods there not be destroyed but to be used by the church. As 
a  result,  most  Christian  institutions  were  built  on  Druidic  foundations.  Druidic  schools  became 
Christian schools,  Druidic  sanctuaries became Christian monasteries and Convents.  The Church 
often offered powerful Druid Priests  land and high positions to convert to Christianity. 

Popular Pagan gods were rehabilitated as Christian Saints. i.e. Brigit. the Irish goddess of fertility 
was among the most popular Brythonic Pagan deities. Her feast day was Feb. 01. St. Brigit became 
the most popular of Irish and Albann's native Saints, with her feast day on Feb. 01. In this way, the 
Picts of Albann succumbed to the new religion within one hundred years of its introduction.

The Scots of Dalriada had Irish missionaries of their own. Saint Oran probably established the first 
monastery  at  Iona.  But  St.  Columba  from Dunegal,  was  the  missionary  who made  the  Scots  a 
dominant tribe. Christianity was a new and powerful magic to the people. Holy Relics of Columba and 
his disciples were venerated. Columba had Royal blood on both parental sides, and this no doubt 
helped his influence. By using his Christian faith, and his close friendship with King Brud Mauur, he 
helped secure the Scottish settlement in "New Dalriada".

The Irish Celtic Church was Monastic, unlike the great religious houses of continental Europe. Strict, 
it demanded poverty and obedience from its clergy, who were Monks, not Priests. Lonely islands 
were sought-after locations for new monasteries. Conversion to Christianity brought a flowering of 
Christian and Celtic art, notably from the Picts. Irish monasticism and traditional Celtic lore, became 
the new faith.  This independence, of course, would not be tolerated by the Holy Roman Church, 
which  claimed  Universality  in  Western  Europe.   The  “mother”  Church  would  not  rest  until  the 
wayward Irish and Albann churches were brought under its benevolent control. 
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Colum-Cille and the Picts
Brud Mauur is remembered as the most  powerful  monarch to have ruled the Picts.  His territory 
extended from the Isle of Mann to Cape Wrath, and included the Orkneys, Shetlands, Uuros and Tulli.  
Brud was a royal Pict name, which had alternated with others such as Drust, Nehhtonn, Tallorggann 
and Drust. When Columba decided to visit Iona, he first gained the permission of the Dalriadan sub-
king, Conall. Then, he had to visit Brud, the High King of Albann, as he was the ultimate power, as 
Bede described him. When Columba visited King Brud, he took along his two best friends, Comgall,  
Abbott of Bangor, and Cinnidd, Abbott of Achabo. They 
were both Irish Cruithni, and were ideal ambassadors.

Brud had heard of this Irish monk with a Royal heritage. 
His great great grandfather was the celebrated Niall of the 
Nine  Hostages  Contrary  to  the  myth,  they  got  along 
famously.  The  future  of  Dalriada  as  a  Scottish  outpost 
was  at  stake,  and  Columba  was  known  to  have 
outstanding  diplomatic  skills.  Columba  soon  became 
Brud's  soul  friend  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The 
expedition  to  Inverness  achieved  many  far-reaching 
results. The brethren of Iona were given Brud's blessings 
in  their  tenure  of  the  island,  and  the  survival  of  the 
kingdom of Dalriada  (as part of Albann) was assured.

At right, is an unflattering depiction of Brud meeting with 
Columba. The artist obviously wanted to present the Picts 
as barbarians clothed in animal skins, while Columba and 
his retinue are clothed in refined cloth. This depiction is 
obviously  designed  to  glorify  Columba  and  denigrate 
Brud.  This  is  the  type  of  biased  depictions  that  have 
permeated Gaelic stories of the Picts.  In this depiction, 
Brud does not look like the powerful king that  Adámnan 
referred to.

Some claim the visit was a failure as there was no land 
given to the church near the Royal palace.  But Comgall's 
disciple,  St.  Moluag,  was  given  land  to  build  a  monastery  at  Rosemarkie  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Inverness Firth, on the east coast. Isabel Henderson later observed "Some of the most distinguished 
of the later Cross Slabs were found in Moray and Ross". This rich flowering of Christian art started at 
the time of the Columban mission, despite the failure of Columba to convert Brud.  Some Scottish 
authors have claimed that Columba was hostile towards the Picts, a view contradicted by the Angle, 
Adámnan's,  objective  record.  He  wrote  about  many instances  where  Columba  befriended  Picts; 
where he baptized a gallant old warrior Chief from Skye, helped a Pauper at Loch Lochy to snare food 
for his family, and comforted a farmer from Loch Rannoch, that his family was safe.

An example of his generosity was when he became friends with a Pict farmer named, Pollnan. He had 
only five cows, and he told the Abbot, "If you bless my cows, I know they will increase." Columba 
blessed his cows predicting they would increase to one hundred and five. Columba soon discovered 
why Pollnan was so poor. A pair of Gaelic ruffians, Loan and Conall, were regularly stealing his cattle. 
Twice,  he  had  to  start  again  from nothing.  These  scoundrels  were  descended  from Gabhran,  a 
previous king, and were beyond the local law. Columba turned on his own people and confronted 
them at their next foray. He pleaded with them to relent but they refused. As they rowed away with 
their loot, he predicted they would not return. A squall came up and drowned them both. Polman's 
herd increased to one hundred and five but did not grow any larger, because he donated any extra 
cattle to the poor. Columba was not responsible for the Christianization of the southern Picts as Saint 
Ninian had completed  that chore one hundred years earlier.
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The Picts accepted Columba as one of their own, and he reciprocated by being kind to everyone he 
encountered. He forged his "be kind to your neighbour" type of Christianity on all of Albann before 
his death.  He had lifted a heavy burden from the backs of all its inhabitants, and Albann would never 
be the same again.  The Druids had maintained a tight monopoly on knowledge, believing it  was 
sacrilegious to write down Celtic culture in their  language.

After Christianity had swept away the Druid's control, many Druids became Monks and Priests. For 
the first time, Celtic arts and literature were recorded in books and manuscripts.  Celtic art flourished 
as never before.  Centres of learning moved from the King's palaces to Churches and Monasteries. 
The Church became the twin beacon of religion and learning in the country. The King's role became 
restricted to defence of the realm. The minds and souls of his people were now in the hands of the 
Church, and in this new religion, kings would meddle in the affairs of the Church at their peril.

Regulas and the Relics of Saint Andrew
Saint  Andrew was one of  the twelve disciples of  Jesus Christ.  Like Jesus,  he was crucified for 
spreading dangerous ideas. Andrew asked that he be crucified on a cross differently than that of 
Jesus as he considered he was not worthy of the cross of Jesus. His body was interred in Patrae,  
Greece.

Four  hundred  years  later,  the  Christian  ruler  of  the 
Eastern Roman Empire ordered Saint Andrew's bones be 
brought  to  Constantinople.  The  keeper  of  the  saint's 
remains was a Greek called Regulus. The night before the 
order, Regulus had a strange dream where he was visited 
by an Angel who told him the remains of Saint Andrew 
were in peril, and to take them to the edge of the known 
world, and build a church there. 

The  monk  dutifully  removed  a  tooth,  an  arm  bone,  a 
kneecap and some fingers from Saint Andrew's tomb, and 
transported them as far  away as he could...  He carried 
them across Europe by sea to a far off land called Albann. 
After a lengthy voyage, Saint Regulus was shipwrecked 
off the east coast of Scotland, near a Pict settlement that 
was soon to become known as St Andrews.  The relics 
were placed first in a small chapel and then later in the 
Cathedral of St Andrews, which was started in 1160 and 
took  158  years  to  build.  Upon  his  death,  Regulus  was 
proclaimed a Saint by the Pictic Church 

And  so  the  town  of  St  Andrews  became  the  religious 
capital  of  Scotland  and  an  important  site  of  Christian 
pilgrimage  worldwide.   By  this  time,  the  Picts  were 
already Christians  so  they  readily  accepted  these  holy 
relics  and  became very  proud  to  claim  custody of  the 
remains of Saint Andrew. .

It was a proud and very unusual boast for a small country 
on the edge of Europe to claim it was the resting place of 
one of the twelve Apostles.  Soon, Saint Andrew took on a special meaning to the Picts, and he 
eventually became their patron saint.  Over 1,000 years later, in 1969, Pope Paul VI, named Gordon 
Gray as the first Scottish Cardinal since the Reformation. The Pontiff also gave Gray further relics of  
Saint Andrew, with the words "Saint Peter gives you his brother." They remain in St. Mary's Cathedral 
in Edinburgh, thereby putting to rest any doubts that the remains of Saint Andrew are indeed interred 
in Scotland. 
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The Christian Envy Of Europe
Ancient Albann, comprising the Northern Pict kingdom, the Southern Pict kingdom, the Orkney and 
Shetland archipelagos, Dalriada, the Isle of Mann, the Faroes and Tulli at the end of the seventh and 
the opening of the eighth century, was the most Christian and civilized jurisdiction in Europe.

The Christianity of Albann, unlike that of most continental countries at that period, was drawn from 
the Bible, and was of the kind, which goes to the very roots of individual and national life.

A suffocating burden had been lifted from the people.   Scholars began to revisit  their  past  and 
recorded their ancient history in illuminated manuscripts throughout the country. 

Instead of expending itself in elaborate Roman rites and ceremonies, it developed in the quiet and 
enriching virtues of purity, truth, industry, and sobriety—a true civilization under the umbrella of the 
Pict “Celtic” Church. 

Iona, in Dalriada, the ritual centre of the Scottish “Columban” Church, had for a century and a half, 
been shedding its evangelical light over the entire country. Five generations had been reared under 
it. The land was fairly planted with churches.

The pastors who ministered to the Picts were well trained in Divine learning, and were dedicated 
pious, humble, laborious,  and, in many instances,  studious and scholarly men. The education of 
youth was cared for in Latin as well as Cumbric. 

The population, happily relieved from the distractions of war, cultivated the arts of the time, both 
ornamental and useful. The same men who interpreted scripture to them taught them how to use the 
pen and the chisel, how to construct their dwellings and cultivate their fields.

The sons of princes and nobles from all over the British Isles and continental Europe were proud to 
enroll themselves as pupils in the school of Iona. 
 
Scholars from abroad came to visit a land that had become so famous, that they might increase their 
stores of knowledge. Many kings, when dying, commanded that their bones be transported across 
the North Sea, ferried over to the island of Colum-Cille, and laid beneath the shadow of its saintly 
towers. 
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A Papal Envoy Sows Discord in Albann
Oswald, King of Northumbria was converted to the Celtic Church while in his childhood at Iona. He 
invited Aėden, (one of St. Columba's disciples), to set up a Monastery at Lindesfairne off the coast of 
Northumbria.  However,  Oswald's Anglo-Saxon Queen was a follower of the Church of Rome, not 
Ireland. In 663, King Oswald invited representatives of the two churches to Yorkshire to resolve the 
dilemma. Oswald's subsequent decision to go with the Church of Rome over the Columban Church, 
changed not only Northumbria, but eventually, also Albann. 

Soon after the opening of the eighth century, Albann was deformed by sudden tempests. Who or 
what was it that set Pict against Pict, and Scot, at times, against both?  That age in Albann was not 
barbarous: on the contrary, it was pious and peaceful; this being the fifth generation which had given 
the plough the preference over the sword, and cultivated peace rather than war with their neighbours. 

These disturbances had a religious origin, and they grew out of the visit of the papal envoy, Boniface, 
to the court of King Nehhtonn III, of the Southern Picts, and his ridicule of the Columban Church. He 
was successful  in convincing Nehhtonn to convert  to the Holy Roman Church,  and to  expel  all  
pastors,  monks and abbots from his  Kingdom on their  refusal  to have their  heads shorn in the 
Roman "Tonsular" fashion or to accept the Roman date for Easter. Nehhtonn's attempts to impose, at 
the sword’s point, submission to the foreign Papal authority on the pastors of the church, in Albann 
and Dalriada, wrought dissension among his own Kingdom of the southern Picts and tore apart the 
unity of spirit that had existed between the southern and northern Picts.

At this time, there was a great revolution that tore Albann apart, due to the expulsion of the non-
compliant clergy across Albann into Dalriada. The two great divisions of the Picts, north and south, 
held together in  a  tenuous confederation,  burst  into sudden flame,  arraying themselves in  arms 
against each other, followed by a century of strife and bloodshed, thereby weakening both entities 
and leaving them susceptible to outside interferences.

This sudden change of religion in southern Albann divided the northern and southern Picts into two 
churches.  The Picts of the northern kingdom continued their loyalty to Iona in religious unity with 
the Dalriadan Scots.  Their pastors continued to feed their flocks as before, preaching the evangelical 
faith of Columba, whereas those in the south had superficially forsaken the faith of their fathers for 
Roman rites and doctrines,  and wore the coronal  tonsure in token of  their  submission to Papal 
authority.  

The animosities and hatreds, which this great schism provoked, festered and resulted in a vicious 
civil  war,  with  the  north  supported  by  the  Dalriadan  Scots,  and  the  south  supported  by  the 
Northumbrian  Germans.  The  crisis  was  rendered  more  acute  as  it  imperiled  the  political 
independence  of  the  country  as  well.  It  opened  the  door  to  invasion  of  a  weakened  southern 
Kingdom by Northumbria, with whom the Southern Picts had become one in their religious rites. On 
the other hand, it opened the weakened northern Kingdom to an unhealthy Dalriadan influence. The 
former unity and strength of a combined Albann, was never seen again, as ambitious chiefs on both 
sides, under pretext of religious or selfish aims, sought to enlarge their territories.

In the face of this turmoil. Nehhtonn III, a deeply religious man, decided to retire to the seclusion of a 
monastery in Ireland to escape the tempest he had created.  Unfortunately, he eventually emerged to 
support an Alpin MacHugh, a half Pict, and claimant to the Pict throne through his mother. Onnus I  
defeated him, and sent him fleeing across the Irish Sea. Nehhtonn inflamed passions throughout 
Albann. In the far off Shetlands Islands, a stone plaque with Ogham Code was discovered 1,152 years 
later.   It was found by Rev. J.C. Roger, who stated that the stone had been unearthed from a peat bog 
in  April  1876.   It  was  donated  to  the  National  Museum  in  Edinburgh.   It  reads  in  flawless 
Brythonic/Pict - “Again, let us proclaim a peaceful solidarity with Nehhtonn.”
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Saint Andrews Cathedral in Inverness

Six views of Saint Andrews Catholic Cathedral in Inverness, Scotland 
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The GOLDEN AGE of ALBANN

Scotland's national flag; a Pict invention
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The Pict Renaissance
How do we know there actually were authentic Pict language lists of Pict Kings?  After Christianity 
swept  through  Albann  beginning  in  565,  many  Pict  Druids  became  Monks  and  Priests.  Before 
Christianity, they kept all knowledge unto themselves in secret, but after Christianity, they embarked 
on a remarkable renaissance of Art and Literature, recording their history and culture in marvelously 
artistic ways.  It is well known that the southern Pictic Church was exclusive as far as its relations 
with the Scots were concerned.  Scots were not allowed access to the Pictic Church hierarchy until 
Grig brought in new laws that admitted them, and that was his undoing.  

The Picts'  belief  in the power of  nature appears in the thousands of  detailed designs that  have 
survived.  Exquisite  brooches  and  pins  are  swirled  with  enameled  designs in  deep  reds,  blues, 
greens, and golds.  Celtic artisans let their imaginations go wild, and the result was a beautiful mix of 
religious and natural motifs.  Contrary to Roman reports that the Celts had no art, magnificent Celtic 
art that has surfaced, has proven that they were one of the most artistic cultures the world has ever 
known.  It stands to reason, one of the first records they would have recorded would have been a list  
of Pict Kings as far back as legends and traditions would have allowed.  Most of those priceless 
illuminated manuscripts were destroyed.   Some invaluable Pict  objects have surfaced in Europe 
where they were previously sold.

Would those records have been recorded in P-Celtic and not Gaelic?  Most certainly, several P-Celtic 
dialects were spoken by everyone in Albann, outside of the Scots of Dalriada from the 4th century AD 
to the late 9th century AD, a period of over 500 years.   The Pict Church had a monopoly on all 
Churches and Monasteries in Albann for a period of 315 years.   That was plenty of time for Pict 
Monks to put to the pen their own history and traditions.  That none of those stories have survived 
intact, lays a heavy suspicion not only on the Vikings but also on the Scottish monks who had an 
agenda to wipe out Pict culture. 

Pict Succession Traditions
Albann was roughly divided into seven provinces,  each ruled by a king,  whose family was quite 
capable  of  creating  a  High  King.  Each  provincial  king  ruled  over  seven  lesser  lords  and  their 
retainers.   There were about half a million subjects scattered throughout the country, with the bulk of 
them living in the north and east.  The south as far as Northumberland was their “stomping” territory,  
patrolled regularly to ensure no encroachments would go unchallenged.  The traditions inherited by 
the Picts provided that the best candidate from a ruling family should succeed rather than simply the 
first borne son of the former king.  Primogeniture played no part in the selection of a new Pict King.

The departed king was more often succeeded by a brother, maternal nephew or cousin.  High Kings 
were elected in a limited hereditary system.  First, a recommendation by the clan, with a heavy input 
by the high Druids,  then by an actual  election by the sub-Kings and District  Chiefs (Mormaers).  
Although the family of the former ruler usually chose the new king, after he was chosen and took his 
throne they believed he was destined to be the leader. They believed the gods guided the former 
ruling family and the Chief Druids in their quest.  The king was believed to be a sacred, semi-divine 
being. He was immensely important to the well being of his people. However, if he failed to measure 
up to expectations, his own family would turn on him.

This ancient Pict belief in a divine selection to rule was passed on through successive generations of 
Albann/Scottish kings, and was the basis of the Stuart Dynasty's well known "Divine Right To Rule" 
philosophy. The Stuarts used it in their insistence the King answered to no one but God. That idea 
did not sit well with the English Parliament, and it eventually caused the downfall of the Stuarts. The 
English king, John, had signed the Magna Carta in 1215, which primarily served the interests of the 
nobility, and stipulated the king was not above the law.  When the Stuarts arrived, the English were in 
no mood to set the clock back 400 years. 
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All things considered, given personalities and the stakes involved, in actuality, the time-honoured 
system of succession was occasionally the victor in a life and death family squabble, with as many 
soldiers partaking as each side could muster. Sometimes it pitted brother against brother, at other 
times it was a case of regions vying for supremacy.

A very important aspect of a Pict King's succession duties was his mandatory inaugural punitive 
expedition into an enemy's territory to prove his mettle in battle. If he was deemed unfit by his peers,  
his reign would be tumultuous and short.  Challengers would appear from within his extended family, 
until someone else would ultimately prove he was worthy of the position. The long list of Pict Kings 
is littered with conflicts between siblings, cousins and nephews.

Early southern Brythonic Celts had no hesitation to promote qualified women to be rulers and/or 
Battle Commanders.   However,  the Picts had no record of this.  The reasons for  this absence of 
women  rulers  amongst  the  Picts  probably  stemmed  from  the  traditions  inherited  from  the 
Scandinavian portion of  their  ancestry.   Although the Picts were greatly influenced by Brythonic 
culture, much of the old pre-Celtic (Norse) traditions persisted.  Due to tumultuous times and the 
necessity for a sovereign to be able to adequately defend his kingdom against a variety of land-
hungry adversaries, Pict Kings had to be well qualified. A Pict Prince's early life would be filled with 
serious training and preparations for his eventual trial of wits and courage, often against his own kin.

The sole claim that Pict succession was strictly matrilineal was made by the Northumbrian historian, 
Bede, in a ridiculous fantasy that the Picts had no women, and obtained 150 maidens from an Irish 
king on the condition that Pict Royal succession would be determined by the women.  In 1993, Lloyd 
and Jenny Lang, in "The Picts and the Scots", used common sense to claim this was merely Irish 
propaganda.

Of all the various quirky versions of the Pictish Chronicles, one thing is constant; the mothers of all  
listed Pict kings, without exception, were Pict Princesses, not Irish or Dalriadan Scottish women.  All 
the facts point to a very adroit female side of the Pict establishment; which knew what was necessary 
to be done to obtain, and retain power.  Their power webs reached far into Pict, Irish, Welsh, Anglo-
Saxon and Dalriadan societies.  Time and time again, existing records tell of so and so marrying a 
Pict Princess.  Some new claims are not convincing because of several inconsistencies: 

1.    Those instances are not well documented, and in some case border on the ridiculous.
2.    There are four instances where a Pict mother was allotted an imaginary wife.
3.    In some instances, the supposed mother would have been too elderly to begat the subject king. 

Therefore, the records of descent from the first "A" version are generally listed herein. To believe that 
the Pict aristocracy was a group of mountain hillbillies who knew nothing of the outside world is pure 
gibberish.  Records have proven they maintained envoys in  Rome.   Pict  women of  Royal  blood 
traveled all over the British Isles seeking the best fathers for their sons, and they definitely spoke any 
number of languages.

How else could they have communicated with those foreign gentlemen?  A quick review of the list of 
Pict Kings, verifies in many cases, a brother succeeded to the throne; a son or grandson succeeded. 
Then,  there  are  the  obvious  cases  of  matrilineal  succession.  In  some cases,  the  father  was an 
unknown,  or  in  some  instances,  not  even  mentioned,  although  the  mother  was  always  a  Pict 
Princess, invariably descended from some previous king.

This is sufficient proof that the female line was at least as important as that of the father in the High  
(National) monarchy.  With their fair skin, long limbs, and light blonde or red hair, Pict women were an 
attractive item as prospective wives for Pict, Irish, Scot, Briton and Anglo/Saxon Kings alike. The 
power of those Pict women is self-evident in the Pict names of their sons, despite the questionable 
presence of the foreign fathers. 
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The Pict Fostering Out Tradition 
The question begs to be answered; how could a son of a foreign King become a nationalist for his 
Pict mother's people?  Simple:  It is known for certain that in aristocratic Celtic societies (as well as 
Roman and Greek), sons of Rulers were fostered out to the care and tutoring of their mother's trusted 
circle.

They were not allowed to rejoin their father's company until they were at least 17 years of age, the 
age when they could join the military as a cadet.  By 17, any person has been molded by the sum of 
his youthful experiences.

This  tradition  dates  back  to  Spartan  society  and  beyond.  In  the  Eurasian  Steppes,  where  our 
ancestors' culture evolved, warrior fathers were often away fighting, and did not have the time to care 
for their children.  It was merely a convenient arrangement for highly educated foster parents (or 
private schools) to ensure the raising of a son steeped in the culture of his mother's people.

It was only after urban centres arose with their accompanying relative security and coherence that 
fathers could actually find the time to raise their sons.

It must be remembered that all Celtic 
societies  from  Galatia  to  northern 
Britain,  and  from  North  Africa  to 
northern  Germany,  all  practiced  a 
self-sufficient  and   agricultural  rural 
lifestyle.
The  pure  Celts  never  formed  cities 
nor  did they form any Empire.  They 
were united in culture only, and were 
consequently in a  continual  state  of 
war or tension until the next war.
This  cultural  facet  of  Pict  social  life 
explains  why  Kings  from  Brud  I  to 
Kenneth  MacAlpin  were  Albann 
nationalists,  in  spite  of  claims 
otherwise  in  the  (Scottish  Monk 
written)  Pictish  Chronicles  when 
relating to the sympathies of Kenneth 
MacAlpin.
The  most  outstandingly  objective 
record  that  verifies  Kenneth's  true 
sympathies  is  in  the  Ulster  Annals, 
where it was written in Latin –“858-2 
Cemoyth rex Pictorum moritur”.
Translated  into  English  =  "Kenneth 
King of the Picts was killed in 858". 
Note: There was no mention of "King 
of the Scots" or "King of Scotland" in 
any  contemporary  chronicles.   That 
was  a  later  invention  by  Scottish 
racists. 
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Brud Mauur Resolves The Scottish Problem
In the 480s, Dal Riatach rulers expelled some ruffians to the western shore of Albann; where they 
implanted their standards in their new "Dalriada" and intermarried with rural Picts,who spoke their Q 
Celtic dialect. They hoped to have come to stay.  The problem with these “interlopers” as far as the 
Pictish establishment was concerned, was that they had no respect for the laws of Albann, and had 
to be taught a lesson in respect.

All Roman references to "Scoti" before this time actually referred to the Irish Cruithni of Ulster; who 
had become habitual High kings of all  Ireland, seized the Isle of Mann, and forced a tribute from 
Goidelic- speaking Irish/Picts in the west coast of Albann.  The High king of Albann, Brud Mauur I, 
had recently forcibly brought the Orcadians back into the Albann fold, and was in no mood to have 
his western coast run by a band of Irish thugs.

Son of King Maelgwn of Gwynedd, Brud and Drusticc, became agitated at the impetuousness of the 
Scots, as they had routinely seized parts of Albann to illegally expand their little territory.  In 559, he  
defeated them in battle, and ceremonially drowned their king,  Gabhran.  Brud laid waste to “New” 
Dalriada, then followed the rival king over to Dal Riata in Ulster, caught up with him and slew him 
also.  He  became absolute  ruler  of  not  only  Albann,  and Dalriada,  but  a  slice  of  Ulidia.  He  also 
separated half of New Dalriada, expelled the illegal settlers, and re-incorporated it into Albann proper. 

Brud’s choice of a Dalriadic puppet king was Aédan, a son of Gabhran, who publicly swore allegiance 
to him. Their relationship has perplexed historians ever since.  However, it was apparent Aéd was 
Brud’s man in Dalriada, and he married one of Brud’s nieces to cement this relationship.  Had Brud 
pressed on, and expelled the Scots from Argyll altogether, Scotland would still be known as Albann.

The Albann annexation of Dalriada was a mixed blessing.  It maintained an uneasy truce, and 
temporarily suspended the land stealing but with Albann citizenship, it also opened up Pict Royalty 
to Scottish infiltration through marriages, usually a Scottish man to a Pict Princess.  Picts considered 
women as equals, and traced their ancestry through the female line, whereas the Scots considered 
women as property, and traced their ancestry through the male line.  Picts included women in their 
military, the Scots did not.

Gradually,  many Pict  Royal  families  had  Scottish  bloodlines  and  visa  versa.  As  long as  Albann 
remained in a strong military position, Dalriada remained uneasily annexed but whenever Albann's 
military weakened, Dalriada might revolt.  Brud returned to his capital at Inverness to ponder whether 
to expel all the Scots back to Ulidia.  According to Bede, Saint Columba arrived at Iona in 563AD, and 
arrived in Albann in 565AD, the 9th year of Brud's reign, and in the eighth year of his rule, Brud was 
baptized by Columba.

However, Adámnan, Abbot of Iona, in his "Life of St. Columba" wrote that Columba never converted 
Brud,  although  he  did  give  Columba  space  to  build  a  church,  and  guaranteed  Columba’s 
missionaries safe passage throughout Albann. Adámnan described the visit of the Irish saint to the 
court of Brud near Loch Ness, and he wrote that Brud was an exceptionally powerful king.

Columba needed interpreters to speak to the king, clear evidence that the Picts did not speak the Q-
Celtic language of the Irish and Scots, and perhaps not even mainstream Brythonic Celt, which was 
still  spoken by the Ulidians across the Irish  Sea in  Northeast  Ireland.   Since  Columba had two 
Cruithni  compatriots  from Ulidia  with  him,  this  is  one of  the great  puzzles  of  history.  Just  how 
imbedded was the pre-Celtic Pict language in Pict society?  Columba and Brud hit it off and became 
soul mates.  It was only through the influence of Columba that Brud allowed the Irish visitants to 
remain in western Albann.  The price was subservience and assimilation into the Pict majority. 
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Brud Transforms Himself from Warrior to Manipulator
As old age weakened Brud's grip on his kingdom, Orkney pirates and the Maeatae Picts began to raid 
the Eastern coast again. The Maeatae Picts were a once powerful lowland tribe heavily influenced by 
Pre-Celtic Picts. Their original homeland was immediately north of the Antonine Wall, where they led 
numerous raids against the Romans. They were severely weakened by their heavy losses to Roman 
armies in the 2nd century AD, and Alclyde Britons had overrun their homeland. They turned to piracy.

At Brud's request, Aédan attacked the Maeatae pirates and slaughtered them.  Brud had Aédan send 
the Scottish war fleet to the Orkneys in 580, and give the pirates there a good trouncing, bringing 
them back under control of the central authority again.  In 582, Aédan sought a favour from Brud, and 
received Brud's blessing, and drove the Ulidians from the Isle of Mann.

This brilliant manoeuvre brought the Isle of Mann, the geographical centre of the British Isles, within 
the Albann Empire at no cost to Brud. Although the Dal Riatans were in fact his surrogates, he could 
innocently  explain  to  his  overseas  Cruithni  "brothers"  in  Ulidia,  that  he  had  little  control  over 
Scottish "adventurers". This marked the first time in history that the Isle of Mann was subject to a 
Gaelic-speaking entity.  Brud had succeeded where the Ulidians had failed; he had harnessed the 
potent Dalriadan War fleet to do his bidding. Aédan ruled new Dal Riata as a de-facto governor on 
Brud's sufferance, and he knew it. He had penetrated the Albann Royal family by marrying one of 
Brud's nieces.  He was only too happy to support Brud and simultaneously further his own agenda.

In  583,  Aédan repaid Brud by throwing back  a  Saxon raid  on Manaan in  Stirlingshire.  The  only 
negative aspect  about  this mutually beneficial  relationship was -  it  was only feasible while Brud 
lived.  With Brud out of the picture, Aédan could feel free to challenge a successor, perhaps in the 
process, he or his half Pict son would become the new High King of Albann. Brud died in 584, and 
Galanann VI, son of king Dfnwal (Donnell) of Strathclyde, became High king of Albann.

Brud was the greatest High King in Albann's history. He brought the Scottish problem under  control.  
He brought the northernmost part of Britain, the Orkney and Shetland Isles, back into the realm of 
Albann, and also the southernmost part of his kingdom, the Isle of Mann. He established a foothold in 
Ulster.   He also made Albann safe for  Christian missionaries.  Whether these advances could be 
sustained,  would  depend  on  his  successors.  They  would  soon  prove  they  were  not  up  to  his 
standard.  Galanannn VI (584-595), Son of king Dfnwal of Strathclyde, moved his capital to Abernethy.  
Aédan became overconfident, and began raiding Pict settlements on his northern frontier, and those 
of the Northumbrians to his south.

Aédan bit off more than he could chew, and was soundly defeated in his southern plundering by the 
great Angle king,  Æthelfrid of Northumbria.  Æthelfrid led a punitive expedition into Dalriada, where 
he burned and destroyed every structure he could find, sparing none, according to Bede, not even 
the Monasteries and Churches.  In the past, the Picts had sided with the Angles in their mutual fear of 
the Britons. This was because the Britons were the greatest threat, and the Britons' enemy became 
the Picts' friend. However, through a series of battles, the Angles seized most of Brythonic territory 
south of Albann.

Suspecting Picts had put Aédan up to it, Æthelfrid then marched north, and devastated Albann as far 
as the Firth of Forth. Suddenly, the Picts had a new worry in the seemingly invincible Angle hordes,  
who had already conquered the Eastern half of Celtic England (except Cymru) by this time, and were 
on their way to conquering all of Albann.  These former Pict allies had become too powerful, and 
now, suddenly had become a threat that could mean the end of both Brythonic and Pict society. 
Southern Picts allied themselves with the most powerful Brythonic kingdom, Strathclyde. For another 
hundred years, most High Kings of Albann were sons of Brythonic kings, although they were raised 
and primarily influenced by their Pict mothers.  

Page 173



Powerful Kings Maintain Pict Sovereignty
In 654, Tallorhh V defeated and killed  Dúnchad mac Conaig,  Subking of Dalriada,  in the battle at 
Strath Ethairt. This battle was part of a traditional "inaugural raid" against hostile neighbors to mark 
the beginning of a king's rule.  Tallorhh was the nephew of the powerful King Oswiu of Northumbria.
Nehhtonn III, (706-732) Eldest son of Der Llei.  He was intensely religious, and thought his people 
would be better off if he could sever the Pict church from Scottish Columban influences that were so 
prevalent.  He built 1,000 stone churches throughout Albann, and he established the mother church 
in Dunkeld (in opposition to Iona).  He also created the idea that the sovereign was the head of the 
national church and the defender of the faith, an earth-shattering move at the time, 800 years before 
Henry VIII did it.  This tradition is now ingrained in the British monarchy to this day.  Albann entered 
into a period of civil wars and dismemberment.  These disturbances had a religious origin, and they 
grew out of the visit of the papal envoy, Boniface, to the court of Nehhtonn.  Boniface ridiculed the 
Columban Church.  He was successful in convincing Nehhtonn to convert to the authority of the Holy 
Roman Church, and to expel all pastors, monks and abbots from his Kingdom on their refusal to 
have their hair cut in the Roman fashion or to accept the Roman date for Easter.
The animosities and hatreds which this great secession provoked, resulted in civil war. The crisis 
was rendered more acute as it imperiled the political independence of the country as well. It opened 
the door  to invasion from Northumbria,  with  whom the southern Picts had become one in  their 
religious  rites;  and ambitious  chiefs  on both sides,  under  pretext  of  religious  or  patriotic  aims, 
sought to enlarge their territories.  A popular uprising in 724 caused Nehhtonn to abdicate and enter 
a monastery.  His brother, Drust succeeded him.  In 725, Nehhtonn’s supporters imprisoned Drust’s 
son.  In 725, Drust imprisoned Nehhtonn.  In 726, a cousin, Alpin, replaced Drust.  Drust tried to 
regain the throne but Onnus defeated and killed him at the battle of Druin Derg Blathug on the 12th of 
August, in 728.
Civil war broke out in southern Albann.  Four battles large enough to be recorded in the Ulster Annals 
were fought in 728 and 729.  Onnus, a nephew of Nehhtonn, defeated Alpin in 728 in the battle of 
Monidhcrobh.   In  729,  Onnus  again  defeated  Alpin  and  killed  him in  the  battle  of  Caisel  Créd. 
Nehhtonn reclaimed the throne, and was restored until his peaceful death in 732. 
ONNUS I     (732-759).   A son of Uurgus. Onnus was a true warrior king, founder of a new dynasty, and 
nearly  invincible.  His  reign  was  particularly  bloody and  ruthless.  Upon  attaining  the  throne,  he 
captured and drowned the Scottish sub-King of Atholl.  Onnus did his best to recreate the  Albann 
Empire of old but he failed.  In 736, Onnus turned his attention to the Scottish problem. He stormed 
the citadel at Dunnadd, and occupied the city.  He chased the Dalriadic king, Alpin, to Ulster, slew him 
and defeated the Dalriadan forces in Ulidia.  Onnus made the Prince regent, Eogan II, a vassal-King 
but three years later,  in 739, he deposed Eogan and annexed Dalriada to Albann, which he ruled 
directly.  The destinies of Albann and Dalriada became inextricably entwined. 
In  741,  Onnus  quelled  another  rebellion  in  Dalriada,  killing  subking  Indrechtach.  A war  against 
Strathclyde (750-756) went badly for the Picts, which encouraged another uprising in Dalriada. Onnus 
defeated his two remaining enemies in two battles in Ireland, but lost his son, Brud. After ten years of 
conflict, he became king of both Albann and Dalriada again.  The defeat of the Pict army at the Battle 
of Mygedaug, in Strathclyde in 750, caused a rebellion in Albann, during which Onnus lost control of 
the country for two years (750-752), during which the Scots, under king Aéd Find I, expelled the Pict 
garrison from Dalriada.
In 752,  King Teudebir of Strathclyde was killed fighting the Northumbrians.  Onnus recovered his 
kingdom, taking advantage of Strathclyde's weakness, he attacked again in 752. In 754, he defeated 
them in open battle. However, the Britons held.  Again in 756, Onnus marched his armies to the great 
Briton fortress of Alt  Clut,  where Northumbrians joined him, intent on destroying the Strathclyde 
Kingdom once, and for all. These two armies nearly succeeded in capturing the great rock fortress, 
but  in  a  stunning reversal,  they were nearly destroyed in  battle,  and Onnus made a humiliating 
retreat. He died in 761.  Due to his prestige, the dynasty he created ruled Albann until 839.  
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BRUD VI     (759-761)  . He was king of both Albann and Dalriada. In the nearly forty years since Dalriada 
had been wasted by Onnus, rebellious Scots had been rebuilding under the leadership of Aéd Finn, 
son of Eochaid, who by 768 began raiding Pictish territories again.  However, a blanket of historical 
darkness engulfs both Pictish and Scottish history though the latter years of the eight century and 
the ninth. Nonetheless, according to The Annals of Tigernach, no less than 150 Pictish warships 
perished in a violent storm off the west coast of Argyll.   Albann re annexed Dalriada during this 
period.

KAST I (790-820). Son of Uurgus (of Albann and Dalriada (811-820).  He defeated and killed Conall of 
Dalriada. He placed his son, Donnell (Domnall in Gaelic), on the throne of Dalriada. Kast was a strong 
leader.  The Dupplin cross at Strathearn bears the inscription in Latin, "CUSTANTIN FILIUS FIRCUS", 
an obvious reference to this King. The Scots by now had been a significant part of the Pict royal lines 
through intermarriage.  Note: His sister, Princess Urgūsticc, was the wife of Eogan IV of Dalriada & 
mother of Alpin of Kintyre.  By 820, Norse and Danish pirates were intensively raiding the coasts of 
all Britain.

DRUST IX (834-837) Son of Kast, with TALLORHH V (834-837) Son of Uurddoll; co-reigned for three 
years. Upon the death of Onnus II, in a terrible defeat by the Norse, Alpin Mac Hugh of Kintyre, a half-
Pict, married to a Pict Princess, claimed the throne of Albann through his mother's line. Drust was 
attempting to gather his forces when Alpin led a sneak attack on Easter Sunday, the only holy day of  
the year  for  both Picts and Scots.   From every moral  point,  this attack was inexcusable.  In  the 
Autumn of that year, he was defeated by a vengeful Pict army led by UUEN, a son of Onnus II, and 
was publicly beheaded in a traditional Pict ceremony of retribution reserved for traitors.

The Miracle of the Saltern Cross
ONNUS II (820-834). A son of Uurgus. A grandnephew of 
Onnus I.  High King of Albann including Dalriada. He was 
responsible for one of the great miracles of Albann.  An 
army  under  Onnus  had  been  on  a  punitive  raid  in 
Northumbrian territory in East Anglia, but was confronted 
by  a  larger  force  of  Anglo/Saxons  under  their  king, 
Éthelstan. 

Trapped and surrounded by their  enemy,  defeat  seemed 
almost certain, but after  Ônnus and his men had prayed 
for deliverance, the appearance in the blue sky above them 
of  a  white  cloud  in  the  shape  of  a  Saltire Cross  of  St 
Andrew appeared to promise that their prayers had been 
heeded.

Thereupon, Onnus vowed that if they were victorious that 
day,  Saint  Andrew  would  forever  be  their  patron  saint. 
Certain that God was on their side, the Picts charged with 
great  enthusiasm  and  courage  against  the  bewildered 
Angles.  Victory was theirs.  Onnus remembered his vow, 
and  he  declared  the  pure  white  Saltire  cross  of  Saint 
Andrew on a sky blue background to be the new symbol of the Picts, replacing the Bos Tauros bull.

This was the first appearance of such a banner in the history of nations. The date is believed to have 
been 832. Onnus died in 834.
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DRUST IX (834-837).  Son of Kast, with TALLORH V (834-837). Son of Uurddoll; co-reigned for three 
years. Upon the death of Onnus II, in a terrible defeat by the Norse, Alpin mac Hugh of Kintyre, a half-
Pict with a Pict mother, married to a Pict Princess, claimed the throne of Albann through his mother's 
line. Drust was attempting to gather his forces when Alpin led a sneak attack on Easter Sunday, the 
only holy day of the year for both Picts and Scots.

From every moral point, this attack was inexcusable. In the Autumn of that year, Alpin was defeated 
by a vengeful  Pict army led by Uuen (pronounced as Fen),  a son of  Onnus II,  and was publicly 
beheaded in a traditional Pict ceremony of retribution reserved for traitors.  And so died in disgrace,  
Alpin mac Hugh, who never was king of anything, and did not begin a dynasty.  To corroborate this,  
he  was never  mentioned in  the Annals  of  Ulstser.    His  youngest  son,  Kenneth,  would found a 
dynasty of his own.

UUEN (837- 839). Son of Onnus II. Uuen was King of both Albann and an annexed Dalriada. A major 
Viking force had landed in Galloway, and marched inland near St. Jillian’s where they gave battle to a 
combined force of Picts and Scots.  In 839, Uuen was killed along with the sub-king of Dalriada, 
Eoganan mac Boanta and most of the male Pict and Scot aristocracy, at the Battle of Forteviot.

This defeat at  the hands of the Norsemen ranks as the most significant in Pict history,  and was 
ironically repeated many centuries later by a similar annihilation of almost all the Scottish nobles at 
Flodden.  With the death of most of the aristocracy of Dalriada, including  Eoganan, elder son of Alpin 
of Kintyre, his younger brother, Cinnidd, assumed the throne of Dalriada as sub-king. 

At this time, Albann was a pathetic array of petty kingdoms, each tearing away at the others throats,  
the Northern Picts of Moray, the Southern Picts of Fortrenn, the Scots of Dalriada, the Britons of 
Strathclyde, and the Angles of Lothian - all  being mercilessly raided by six foot heathen Vikings. 
Gone were the glory days of Pict power, when to be a Pict was to instill fear in the foreign interlopers. 

The worst was yet to come – Norse Vikings were pouring into the Hebrides and Dalriada.  These were 
not raiding parties, they intended to stay, leaving the Scots with nowhere to seek sanctuary but east 
into Pict territory.  The Scots would get no help from their Irish brethren, as they were also being 
beset by waves of Norse invader/settlers.  A mass eastward movement of Dalriadic refugees began.

Over  the  next  decade,  Albann  lost  all  its  far  northern  reaches,  including  Tulli,  Uuros,  Shetland, 
Orkney,  The Hebridies,  Western Argyll,  the Isle of  Mann and most of Caithness and Sunderland. 
Albann was not alone in its misery; The Norse established slave processing centres in Belfast and 
Dublin.  Things could not have appeared worse for the rullers of Albann.  However, the plunderings of 
man work in strange ways, and Albann would come out better off than most countries in Northern 
Britain.

The Norse and Danish Vikings eventually did the Albann high King's dirty work, and destroyed the 
Kingom  of  Northumbria,  they  subjugated  Galloway,  and  eventually  destroyed  the  Kingdon  of 
Strathclyde, and carried away anything or anybody they could catch to Ireland as slaves, never to be 
heard of again, except for one man, who defied them, escaped to the continent, and became a great 
savior to countless Irish and Picts. His given Cumbric name was Maewyn Succat (warlike) but he is 
better known by his Christian name; Saint Patrick.

The Picts desperately needed a strongcentral government that could protect them from these giant 
heathans from Hell, and theyn were about to get it, in the form of the MacAlpin dynasty.  Pict society  
changed forever, villagers along the coast, streamed inland to larger communities, where they could 
stand and fight  off  the slavers.   A basically rural  agricultural  society transformed into an urban 
collective,  ready to grasp new ideas and new ways to  survive.   Pict,  Scot,  Briton and even the 
Germans began to cooperate and realize there was a greater enemy they had to contend with.  The 
age of petty kingdoms was gone forever.  
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A Fractious 9th Century Albann 
Grig, (Pictish translation) (878-889) Son of Dungall of Fortriu. The name was derived from the Greek 
demigod;  Hercules.  Other  translations  of  his  name are:  Gregorius Magnus (classical  Latin  title), 
Ciricius (old Latin), Gireg (Breton), Grig (Pict), Grigor (Welsh), Grioghair (or Girig) (Gaelic), Cirig, Giric 
or Girg, (stylized Picto/Latin forms), Gregor (English).  No other ancient Albann monarch brings such 
debate and emotion to the fore than this mysterious Rex Pictorum. His existence obliterated the 
claim that Kenneth MacAlpin annihilated the Pict leadership.  

Cystennin's younger son, Hugh.  On Hugh's grave, the Gaelic inscription said he was fair-haired, the 
Latin inscription said he was swift-footed.  The original  Pict  Chronicle states boldly in Latin "Ed 
MacKinet uno anno. Interfectus in bello in Strathalin a Girg filio Dungal". Translated into 
modern English, this reads "Hugh MacKenneth ruled for one year. He was slain in war in Strathearn 
by Gregor MacDunegal."  The time-honoured method of ascending any throne in those days was to 
slay the opponent. Gregor was no relation to Hugh, or Constantine, or Kenneth, or of Alpin. His father 
was Dungal, a Pict of Royal lineage of Fortrenn. Some historians leaned toward the suspicion that 
Grig killed his own nephew but this was rubbish. The truth of the matter was - with the Dalriadic army 
nearly annihilated, the tables were now turned, and the reconstituted Pict military was able to insist  
on naming a successor.

About 300 years later, Scottish historians tried to revise history, and lamely claimed Grig was actually 
a third son of Kenneth MacAlpin, others said he was adopted by Kenneth, others said he was a 
nephew on Kenneth's sister's side – but was not substantiated by any contemporary Chronicle of the 
day. The BBC, in their recent  History of Scotland, claimed he was Gaelic, which run contrary to all 
previous records and beliefs.  Pict glory burst forth for a final glorious moment when Grig, seized the 
united throne, and ruled for 11 years (an impressive accomplishment for those days). During his rule, 
he became the world's first ecumenical monarch by decreeing equality to the Scottish Church versus 
the Pictic Church. Alas, it was his own race that did away with Grig, in their spiteful refusal to accept 
the Scottish church as an equal partner. The actual spark, which gave them the opportunity, was an 
unexpected total eclipse of the sun.

King Grig is recorded as "the conqueror of Anglia." Of course, this does not mean England, but is the 
old name for Tynedale and Lothian, populated by the Teutonic Anglo-Saxons, in a region that covered 
an extensive area in the southeast of Scotland (including Edinburgh).  Gregor is also recorded as 
being successful in conquests in "Hibernia" (Ireland). These conquests may have been propaganda 
or simply battles that constituted face-saving for the Picts. In all  likelihood, he would have been 
supporting the Dalriadic Scots in Ulster, relatives of his own subjects in Albann-Dalriada. He also 
managed to obtain a free hand from the Anglo-Saxons in Northumbria to crush the invading Danish 
Vikings there.  These military successes signified an upsurge in Pictish military power, backed up by 
the fierceness of the scattered Dalriadic Scots.

Gregor's position as head of the Pictish Church, granted him the authority to grant equality of status 
to  the Scotic  (or  Columban)  Church.  It  is  obvious he wished to  gain the goodwill  of  his  Scotic 
subjects  and  effectively  unite  the  nation.  Backstabbing  by  the  Pict  clergy  during  and  after  a 
momentous solar eclipse in 885, provided the superstitious Picts and their clergy with an excuse to 
condemn him, and have him deposed.  Whatever controversy erupts about Grig's background, he 
proved he was a Pict by his reaching out to the Scottish clergy. For all his efforts, the Pict clergy 
turned  against  him,  and  the  Gaelic  clergy  remained  ambivalent.   He  was  the  first  ecumenical 
sovereign in recorded history, and he was snubbed, and eventually dumped for it.  How did Ciricius 
(in Latin) become Grig in Pictish? In Latin naming practices, "ius" or "us" were added to root names 
to embellish them (emulating Zeus) so in Celtic, Ciricius would revert to Ciric.  In Latin and Celtic, a 
"C" was always pronounced as a "K", so Ciric was pronounced as Kirik in Latin, and Girig in Celtic,  
as Celts tended to emphasize a "k'  sound. Then, it  was shortened to Grig in Pict.  In post Druid 
societies, Christian monks were the people who maintained literacy, similar to how the Druids did it. 
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King Grig In Historical Records
The  contemporary  records  of  the  day:  Nomina  Regum  (List  of  Kings),  Chronica  Regum,  the 
Chronicles of Melrose, the Chronicles of Elegies, and the Chronicles of the Picts made no mention 
whatsoever of Hugh Mac Run, a grandson of Kenneth, who is alleged in the Chronicles of the Scots 
to have reigned over the Picts and Scots for eleven years. But the first four of the above speak of 
Grig MacDungall, of his civic and military achievements, and of his deposal and death.

None of these five above-mentioned historical chronicles even hinted that Grig was related in any 
way to the Alpin family. Yet, many modern historians often insist Grig was of the Alpin family in a  
selfish attempt to establish the Alpin dynasty as being all-powerful and enduring.  After Grig's eleven 
year reign (a significant duration in those chaotic days), the name Grig surfaced in many records,  
indicating the name was not proscribed or shunned in any way.

From Wikipedia encyclopedia: Grig, King of Picts and Scots (ruled 878–889). The sources for the 
succession in what became the Kingship of Alba are meagre and confused following the peak of 
Scandinavian devastation in 875-6. The descendants of Cináed mac Ailpín in the male line lost the 
kingship between 878 and 889. Two names of possible kings in this period are Eochaid and Grig. Grig 
is very obscure; he may have been Eochaid's guardian; and he may have lost power following a solar 
eclipse.

By the 12th century, however, he acquired legendary status as liberator of the Columban church from 
Pictish oppression and fantastically conqueror of Ireland and most of England.  As a result Grig, was 
later known as Gregory the Great. This tale appears in the variant of the Chronicle of the Kings of 
Alba, which is interpolated in Andrew of Wyntoun's Orygynale Cronykil of Scotland. Here Grig, is 
named "Makdougall", son of Dúngal. Grig and Eochaid are omitted from the Duan Albannach, but 
they are not unique in this.  A.A.M. Duncan wrote: The association of Grig and Eochaid (Hugh) in the 
kingship is spurious, that Grig alone was king of the Picts, which he claimed as the son of daughter 
of Cináed mac Ailpín, and that the report that he was Eochaid's guardian (alumpnus) is a misreading 
of uncle (auunculus).

A.P. Smyth wrote: Grig was a nephew of Cináed mac Ailpín, the son of his brother Domnall, which 
appears to rest on what  is probably a scribal  error.  If  the entry is accurate,  then it  would seem 
reasonable  to  accept  the  remainder,  which  states  that  an  otherwise  unknown  Causantín  mac 
Domnaill (or mac Dúngail) was king.  Benjamin Hudson wrote: Grig, rather than being a member of 
Cenél n’Gabráin dynasty of Cináed mac Ailpín and his kin, was a member of the northern Cenél 
Loairn-descended dynasty of Moray.  The Chronicle of Melrose and some versions of the Chronicle of 
the Kings of Alba:  Grig died at Dundurn in Strathearn.

Thomas Owen Clancy:  There lies an authentic 9th century Litany. The significance of this Litany for 
the question of Grig's authenticity and kingship is contained in an old Albann prayer in Latin for the 
king and the army:  "Ut regem nostrum Girich cum exercito suo ab omnibus inimicorum insiidis 
tuearis et defendas, te rogamus audinos The king is clearly named as Grig.  Elizabeth Sutherland 
wrote in her book, In Search of the Picts:  Grig, the Pict, is said to have freed the Columban Church  
from Pictish rules and burdens. Yet in most Scottish histories, Grig is not mentioned.

A disgruntled Pict clergy wanted Grig out, and an unforeseen Solar Eclipse was the excuse they 
needed to  convince  the  superstitious  Picts  that  Grig  had brought  evil  amongst  them.  Grig  was 
dumped and Kenneth's two sons were invited back to Albann from Ulidia to assume the throne.  In  
889 AD, Cystennin returned from exile in Ulidia with his cousin Donnell to replace Grig. The eldest,  
Donald, took the kingship of the Picts initially, but shortly afterward, he was slain by the Vikings. 
Dark Age kingships were often painfully short!  The Pict clergy would regret their rash decision.  
Constantine's Gaelic education in Ulster would soon result in profound changes in Albann society.
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THE SIOL ALPIN AND ITS GENEOLOGY

Literally 'Seed of Alpin'. ('Alpin' was Pict for 'white'). Much has been written about this enigmatic 
brotherhood  of  ancient  clans.   However,  there  are  many  unanswered  questions  about  its 
beginnings and family ties.  Among the most puzzling of which was its unwavering recognition 
as Clan Gregor being its senior branch.  If it really descended from Alpin of Kintyre, why did 
Clan Gregor, which descended from Grig (a Pict), hold such a prominent position within it?

The answer is obvious when checking the actual ancestry.  Six of the seven clans were actually 
descended from Grig, not Alpin.  The only member clan which was not descended from Grig 
was Clan MacNab,  and that probably explains why it  sometimes took opposite sides in the 
Scottish wars than did the MacGregors. Then there is the recorded fact that Grig killed Aed to 
replace him as King, which was a common way of ascending the throne in those days.

Another question is - Why did Clan Gregor become so firmly entrenched in the Jacobite cause 
when it was one of the prime targets of oppression when the Stuarts were in power  and the 
MacGregors  were  mostly  Protestant,  while  the  Stuarts  remained stubbornly  Catholic?   The 
answer has to be that “blood is thicker than water”, in other words, Clan Gregor was spawned 
by the same family of which the Stuarts claimed descendency – a close-knit Pict Oligarchy. 
After a long period of misinformation, it is now universally recognized by all objective historians 
that Kenneth, the founder of the MacAlpin dynasty, was a 100% Pict nationalist, not Scottish. 
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Grig MacDungall's descendants become Clann Gregor
(20 Successive generations are numerically labelled)

1. GRIG (Pictish),  Girig  (Cumbric),  Ciric  (early  Gaelic),  Grioghair  (later  Gaelic),  Gregor 
(English),  born about AD820,  was the source and inspiration of  the Clann Gregor in the 
ancient  legends by the  early bards  of  the  clan.  He was a  son of  Dungall  of  Fortriu,  as  
Aberdeenshire  was known at  that  time.  The  name of  Gregor's  wife  is  not  known.  Their 
children: Dungall (Doungheal in Gaelic), Gorbreda.

2.DUNGALL,  born  about  AD850,  was  termed  from  his  light-brown  complexion.  He  is 
mentioned in legends for his exploits under King Donald VI (reigned 879-903), in protracted 
contests  with  the  Danish  Vikings,  who  for  a  generation  ravaged  the  western  coasts  of 
Albann. Dungall died about 900. His wife is listed in early chronicles, as Spontana. Their  
children: Kast, Findanus.

3. KAST, born about 880, was named after Constantine II, King of Albann 864-879. According 
to an ancient Latin history of the Alpins, he married a kinswoman,  Malvina, a daughter of 
Donald VI, King of Albann 879-903. Their son: Grig (Grioghair in later Gaelic).

4.  GRIOGHAIR NA BRATACH, born in 915, from his office of standard-bearer to Malcolm I, 
King of Scotland 943-954. He was killed in 954 in a battle with the Danes. According to an 
ancient Latin history of the Alpins, he married Dorvigella, daughter of the King's Usher. Their 
son: Eoin.

5. EOIN MOR MacGRIOGHAIR NA BRATACH, born about 950, is described in ancient legends 
as a handsome man of gigantic stature and a very expert bow-man. He fought and fell as a 
commander  under  the banner  of  Malcolm II  (King of  Albann 1005-1034),  at  the battle  of  
Monaghavard in 1005. Eoin Mor married Alpina, daughter of Onnus. Their son: Grioghair.

6.  GRIOGHAIR GARBH, (980-1040),  first chief designated as 'of GlenOrchy'.  He became a 
warrior  of  distinction under Malcolm II  (King of  Albann 1005-1034),  serving under him in 
several engagements with the Danes. In his old age, he became blind, and sent his clan to 
assist Duncan's son, Malcolm Canmore, in the latter's struggle with his cousin MacBETH 
(King of Albann 1040-1057). On the death of MacBeth at the battle of Lumphanan in 1057, 
MacBeth's retarded stepson, Lulach, was appointed King by the Germanic power brokers, 
who controlled him.

Albann was renamed 'Scotland' in 1057AD, English became predominate 
Malcolm Canmore won the crown when he murdered King Lulach four  months later.  He 
reigned from 1058 to 1093. Gregor Garbh married a daughter of Colin Campbell of Lochow 
(later  of  Argyll).  Their  sons:  Eoin Mhor,  Grioghair Garbh.   The  Campbells  attained great 
influence at court.
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7.  EOIN (JOHN) MacGRIOGHAIR, (1010-1120), led the clan in the army of Malcolm III at the 
battle of Lumphanan in 1057. A few years later he succeeded his father as Lord of Glenorchy. 
From his military prowess he is termed in the legendary poems "Shir Eoin Borb an Cath" (Sir 
John Foremost in Battle). He died at a very advanced age, about 110. The name of his wife is  
unknown.  His son: Duncan.

8.  DUNCAN  A  STRAILEADH,  (1040-1110),   in  the  ancient  family  legends  he  is  merely 
mentioned as a connecting link in the pedigree. His son: Duncan.

9.  DUNCAN BEG, (1070-1150), succeeded his grandfather as Lord of Glenorchy. He was a 
successful raider according to one of the ancient Gaelic legends of the family by the bard 
MacGillindak [the Man of Songs]. The wife of Duncan Beg is unknown. Their son: Malcolm.

10. MALCOLM, (1100-1175), appears as Lord of Glenorchy during the reign of David 1 (1124-
1153).  He led his clan in David's army, which invaded England in 1135 to assist Matilda,  
Countess of Anjou, in her unsuccessful struggle with Stephen for the crown of England. The 
Scottish  forces of  King David  were defeated by a  Norman army of  King Stephen at  the 
famous "Battle of the Standard" near Northallerton in Yorkshire, 22 August 1138. Malcolm 
married Marjory daughter of William Fitz Duncan, Earl of Moray, who was a nephew of David 
I, King of Scotland, and a Commander in the royal army. Their son: William.

11. GILLEFEALAN (WILLIAM) (1130-1170), The name of his wife is unknown. Their son: Eoin.

12. EOIN (JOHN) (1160-1230), succeeded his grandfather as Lord of Glenorchy. He is called 
"the princely John, who never broke his pledge". He is noted as Lord of GlenOrchy in a 
charter dated 1212. His wife is unknown. Their son: Duncan.

13. DUNCAN (1190-1229), He married a daughter of the Earl of Lennox. Their son: Gregor.

14.  GREGOR (1220-1285).  He  succeeded  his  grandfather  as  Lord  of  Glenorchy.   He 
accompanied King Alexander II in his abortive expedition to obtain the Hebrides Islands from 
Hakkon, King of Norway, during which the King died at Oban 8 July 1249. Gregor also went 
with  his  clan  in  the  successful  1264  expedition  of  King Alexander  against  the  Norse  III  
(reigned  1249-1286).  He  married  Marian,  daughter  of  Gilchrist,  Earl  of  Lennox.  Their 
son:Gregor.

15. GREGOR (1250-1285), and was killed in a raid shortly before the death of his father. The 
name of his wife is unknown. Their son: Malcolm.
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16.  MALCOLM, (1275-1350),  was heir  to  his  grandfather  at  the  latter's  death in  1285.  As 
"Malcolm,  Lord  MacGregor  of  Glenorchy",  he  was  among  the  numerous  chiefs  of  the 
Scottish clans who swore fealty to Edward I, King of England, on a roll dated at Berwick 28 
August 1296. These allegiances were due to Edward's sudden conquest of Scotland in the 
spring of 1296, the abdication of King Baliol, and the coronation of Edward at Montrose on 
10 July 1296. For nearly a score of years Scotland remained under the crown of England.
Malcolm MacGregor later became an active adherent of Robert LeBrus in the latter's efforts 
to free Scotland from English rule and fought under him at. the great and decisive battle of 
Bannockburn, 24 June 1314. In this famous conflict Bruce's Scottish Army of about thirty 
thousand men completely routed an English Army of nearly thrice that size under Edward II, 
thus completing the liberation of Scotland from England and securing for Bruce the crown of 
Scotland.
The next year Malcolm accompanied Edward Bruce, younger brother of King Robert Bruce, 
in an expedition into Ireland; he took part in numerous engagements, including the battle of 
Dundalk  in  October  1318  in  which  Edward Bruce  was slain.  In  this  battle  Malcolm was 
wounded so as to be permanently lame, wherefore he was termed "Morair Bachdach" or the 
Lame Laird. In spite of this disability he survived to advanced age.
Malcolm  is  the  subject  of  several  Gaelic  heroic  poems;  but  there  are  also  several 
documentary evidences preserved about him to establish him as a thoroughly authentic 
historical character. He married Mary, daughter of Malise MacAlpin. Their son: Gregor.

17.  GREGOR Of the Golden Bridles  (1305-1336). In the ancient legends of the family he is 
mentioned only as a link in the line of descent. The name of his wife is unknown. Their son:  
John.

18. IAN   (  JOHN) CHAM MacGREGOR   (1335-1390), is termed "Cham", both in contemporary 
records  and  poetic  legends,  on  account  of  blindness  in  one  eye.  He  succeeded  his 
grandfather as Lord of Glenorchy. He was buried on the north side of the-high altar of Dysart 
Church". This was the ancient church of GlenOrchy, and in 1810, several stone coffins of the 
early MacGregors of GlenOrchy were exhumed from the ruins of this edifice. The name of the 
wife of John Cham MacGregor is unknown. Their children: Gregor, Iain. 

19.  GREGOR (1365-1415), succeeded his father in 1390 as Lord of Glenorchy. In the family 
legends he is termed "Gregor Aulinn" [Gregor the Handsome]. According to the Chronicle of 
Fortingal (compiled in 1531), "Gregor MacEoin Cham [Gregor son of John, Blind of One Eye] 
was  buried  by  the  high  altar  in  Dysart  Church".  He  married  Iric,  daughter  of  Malcolm 
MacAlpin. Their children:, Malcolm, Iain, Archibald, Duncan, Dougal.

19. IAIN DUBH [Black John] (1370-1415). He settled at Stronmelchan at the north-easterly 
point of Loch Awe near Glenstrae in Argylshire, and founded the MacGregors of Glenstrae. 
He was buried in Dysart Church.

Page 183



20. i. MALCOLM, (1390-1420), succeeded his father as Lord of Glenorchy in 1415, but died 
unmarried.

20. ii.  IAIN (1395-1461), succeeded as Laird of Glenorchy and Chief of the Clan upon the 
death of his brother in 1420. During his lifetime, the powerful Campbells (created Earls of 
Argyll in 1457) and other feudal noblemen acquired from the crown an overlordship in the 
lands of the Clann Gregor. Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochaw, the most powerful nobleman in 
Scotland, as Lord Lieutenant of Argylshire procured royal letters of fire and sword against 
the MacGregor and MacNabb clans as rebels, overwhelmed them with military force, and 
became  feudal  overlord  of  their  lands.  John  was  the  last  MacGregor  who was  Lord  of 
Glenorchy.  He  left  three  sons  whose  descendants  continued  for  several  generations  in 
GlenOrchy and vicinity as restive tenants of the Earls of Argyll; while the chieftainship of the 
clan eventually passed to the MacGregors of Glenstrae, (as they were the only branch of the  
clan remaining who were not tenants on their land) and held it until 1604.

20. iii. ARCHIBALD, b. about 1400.

20. iv. DUNCAN, b. about 1405, progenitor of the MacGregors of Roro  .   

20. iv  DUGAL CIAR MacGREGOR, born about 1416, was youngest son of Gregor, the last 
MacGregor Laird of Glenorchy who died owning the ancestral lands there in free tenure and 
not as undertenants of the Earls of Argyll.  This loss of  free tenure of the family estates  
occurred about 1435. Dugal Ciar MacGregor was so termed from a peculiar gray color of  
eyes and hair.  He settled in the parish of  Balquhidder in Perthshire, a few miles east of 
Glenorchy in Argylshire the ancient home of his ancestors.

He established a branch of the MacGregors which continued in Balquhidder for over three 
centuries and included the famous Highland freebooter Rob Roy MacGregor. 

The Braes of Balquhidder are located in wild and picturesque country around Loch Voil in a 
valley south of Ben More, which rising to a height of nearly four thousand feet, is one of the 
loftiest mountains in Scotland. The name of the wife of Dougal Ciar MacGregor is unknown. 
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The VIKINGS
Across the North Sea to the east, in Norway, people lived along the narrow fiords, where land was scarce,  
their  living  space becoming  cramped by too  many people  and too little  land.  They concentrated  on 
fishing, and built splendid high seas wooden vessels. Younger dispossessed sons were often exiled. They 
came in three waves:
1/ Norse settled in the Shetland and Orkney islands, and intermarried with the local Pict communities.
2/ Others peacefully traded goods with the locals along the coasts, much as they had done for centuries.
3/ Then there were the fierce Vikings, who came in their long boats to murder, rape, steal and enslave.

The first recorded raid was on 8th June 793 on Lindisfarne, an island off the coast of Northumbria. 
This raid caused such consternation throughout the Christian west, it was set as the beginning of the 
Viking Age.  Alcuin, a Northumbrian scholar in Charlemagne's court at the time, wrote:

“Never before has such terror appeared in Britain as we have now suffered from a pagan race. . . 
The heathens poured out the blood of saints around the altar, and trampled on the bodies of saints in the temple 

of God, like dung in the streets.”
Viking raids  in  875  led  to  the  monks fleeing  Iona  with  St  Cuthbert's  bones.  The  bishopric  was 
transferred to Durham in AD 1000.  The Lindisfarne Gospels  now reside in the British Library in 
London.  The  priory  was  re-established  in  Norman  times  in  1093  as  a  Benedictine  house  and 
continued  until  its  suppression  in  1536  by  Henry  VIII.  There  was  no  escaping  them  as  they 
methodically looted and destroyed all settlements in their path. Their only goal was to acquire wealth. 
At first,  they plundered the coasts of Albann and Ireland, where they destroyed monasteries and 
carried away priceless works of  art  that  had accumulated since Saint  Patrick's  time.  Then,  they 
turned their attention inland, and the entire populations of both Albann and Ireland were terrified of 
them. Entire communities disappeared with their former inhabitants annihilated or enslaved.

Page 185



To Christian villagers throughout Albann, these giant heathens appeared as monstrous demons from 
Hell. There was no escaping them, or the carnage and death they brought upon the land.  The holy 
sanctuary of Iona suffered the most. They raided Iona in 795, 802 and 806, murdering all inhabitants 
and stole all the treasures that were donated there by Princes from throughout Europe. Some of the 
Monks moved to a new church in Dunkeld but most of them moved to Kells in Ulidia.  On a far greater 
scale, in 875, there was a great massacre of Picts and Scots in Dollar.  In 905, Ivar I, led his Danish 
hordes against Fortriu, the stronghold of the Picts.
The results of these attacks in Britain were: 

 Destruction of almost all Pict intellectual achievements. 
 Obliteration of the Pict rural agricultural lifestyle.
 Weakening of the Pict military and aristocracy.
 Replacement of Saxon Northumbria with Danish York.
 Seizure of Dalriada, Isle of Mann and the Hebrides, and their replacement by the “Kingdom of 

the Isles”, which owed loyalty to the king of Norway.
 Founding of Belfast and Dublin as Norse slave trading centres.
 Rendering Strathclyde and Galloway susceptible to assimilation into Albann.
 The eventual takeover of England by the Danish King, Knut in 1016.

While the Norse and Danes were rampaging through Western Europe, Swedish Vikings (the Russ) overran 
Finland, the Baltics, Russia and the Ukraine until they controlled all the great rivers of eastern Europe.  With the 
Roman Empire in a weakened state, the Scandinavians filled the power vacuum.  Constantinople became the 
centre of Mediterranean and Christian power so the Vikings began a lucrative trade with that city and the entire  
Eastern Roman Empire.  In northern France, they were called Northmen or “Normans”, in Eastern Europe; they 
gave their name to “Russia”. Northern Europe had been recast into a Scandinavian Empire. Eventually, the 
Norse fell under the domination of the Danes, and then the Swedes.  In the 1200s, Scotland regained control of  
the  Isle  of  Mann,  the  Hebrides,  and its  northern island chains  of  Orkney and Shetland but  they were not 
interested  in  regaining  control  of  the  ancient  Orcadian colonies  of  Uuross  and Tulli.   In  1714,  a  Russian 
Northern War fleet of 210 ships, defeated the Swedish fleet at Gangut off the southern tip of Finland, ending 
Swedish domination of the Baltic.  In 1863, Prussia, the strongest north German kingdom,  seized Northern and 
Southern  Schleswig,  Holstein,  and  Lauenburg  from Denmark.   Regardless,  Viking kings  ruled  throughout 
northern Europe, until the last Romanoff Czar was overthrown in Russia in 1917.  Today, Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden remain constitutional monarchies.  Finland declared its independence from Russia on 06 December 1917,  
and remains a Presidential Republic, less the Karelian peninsula, seized by Stalin in March, 1940. 
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Myths, Legends, Slaves and Lies
Beginning in the latter  part  of  the eighth century,  the Norse cast  long shadows across Western 
Europe.  Asking no favour and giving none, they carved out a cultural Empire on the northern fringe 
of humanity.  Their predominant activity was slave trading.  They referred to the rugged Picts and 
Irish as Vestmenn (Westmen), who were very popular as slaves in the countries of the Mediterranean.

After the first raids, most Albann homes in the north were positioned so that they were hidden from 
the  sea.   Communities  and  powerful  families  built  huge  lookouts,  called  Brochs,  on  prominent 
headlands with commanding views far out to sea.  These unique refuges were most prominent in the 
far  north  along  the  coast  and  in  the  Orkney  and  Shetlands,  in  the  Hebrides  and  along  the 
northeastern shore of Moray.  When they intended to stay in an area, they would secure a point of 
land by erecting a defensive earthen wall at its edge.  As their numbers increased, they would extend 
their holding and build another wall.   In this way they often gradually overwhelmed the previous 
inhabitants.  Many of these magnificent defensive earthen and dry stone walls are still in evidence.

Whenever Vikings managed to overwhelm an area, they would kill or enslave the inhabitants they 
managed to catch. Inhabitants all along the northern coasts would pray to their gods for deliverance 
from the Viking heathens from Hell.  They managed to overrun the Shetlands, Orkney, Hebrides, the 
Isle of Mann, the Faeroes and Tulli  (Iceland).  They denigrated their victims, calling them dwarfs, 
Papars (Christians), and worse.  If Picts were dwarfs, why is present day Inverness (their traditional 
power base) the home of the tallest people in the British Isles?  Vikings never conquered Moray 
(present  day Inverness)  or  other areas of  south-eastern Albann because the Picts were too well 
organized and numerous there.  They raided villages, and enslaved but they could not manage to 
maintain a permanent presence.  Pict armies eventually drove them out of all present day Scotland.

However, in Tulli, the Faeroes, the Shetlands, and the Isle of Mann, they probably supplanted nearly 
all the previous Pict male populations. Only in the Hebrides and the Orkney, did they assimilate the 
native Picts. After they became Christianized, their historians lied to the world, and reinvented their 
past, cleansing their savage ways with myths of heroes, adventurers and empty lands. 
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Time-line of Viking Activities in North Britain
793AD Norse Vikings raid Lindisfarne Monastery on an Island off Northumbria

794- 826 Series of Norse Viking raids begin on Iona,  slay 86 Monks
812 Um hall of County Mayo defeats Viking raiding party
813 Vikings return to avenge defeat, kill King Coscrach
820 Norwegians immigrate to Ireland
823 Vikings raid Bangor, Bishop and scholars killed
823 Norse attack Sceilig Mhichil 
824 Vikings attack Bangor and Sceilig again
825 Intense activity in Ireland. Norse bases established

839/40 Vikings over-winter in Ireland for the first time
841 Viking slavery bases established at Dublin and County Louth
845 Viking leader Turgéis drowned by Mael Sechnaill, king of Mide.
853 Olaf assumes sovereignty over Norse kingdom of Dublin.
861 Áed Findliath, king of Ailech, allies with Dublin Norse against Irish high-king.
866 Olaf of Dublin attacked Gallaway
870 Norse Christian Earldom of Orkney established
870 Vikings destroyed Dumbarton. After their attack, the Altclut kingdom collapsed and 

the Celtic Britons rebuilt it as Strathclyde.
871 Traditional date of Viking settlement of Iceland (in west coast away from Pict settlements)

874-914 Norse proclaim "Forty Years Rest" in Ireland
900-911 Hiberno/Norse infiltrate Cumberland, Lancashire, and Cheshire.

914 Large Viking fleet establishes a base at Waterford.
920 Norse Kings of Dublin invade Northumbria. Establish York.

921-926 Sitric, grandson of Ivar, king of Dublin, reigns in York.
922 Foundation of Norse town in Limerick.
937 English alliance defeats a Norse-Albann alliance at the Battle at Brunanburgh

960-962 King Harald Blåtann of Denmark establishes Danish hegemony in Norway
1000 Brian Bóruma captures Dublin and burns Wood of Thor: Sitric Silkbeard submits.
1014 Battle of Clontarf: Earl Sigurd and King Brodir of Man killed
1030 Norway becomes officially Christian
1035 Battle of Tarbet Ness: Earl Thorfinn of Orkney wins control over far Northern Albann
1050 Norse Bishopric founded in Orkney as a suffragan of the Archbishop of York
1066 English king Harold Godwinsso defeats Norse king Harald Hardråde at Stamford Bridge.
1079 Battle of Skyhill, Isle of Man: Godred Crovan unites Man and Hebrides
1095 Malcolm Canmore  recognizes Norwegian sovereignty over Hebrides
1098 Magnus King of Norway, establishes his authority over Kingdom of Mann and the Isles
1103 Magnus Barelegs, King of Norway, killed while raiding Ulster

1156-1158 Somerled wins Southern Hebrides from Godred II of Man, Somerled devastates Man
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Time-line of Viking Activities in North Britain - continued
1164 Somerled landed an invasion fleet on the shore of the Clyde near Inchinnan and advanced 

south,  towards Renfrew and the centre of  the Stewarts'  territory.  Confusion surrounds the 
manner of the battle, and whether a battle occurred at all, but it is certain that Somerled was 
killed, either assassinated in his tent or from a spear wound in an early phase of the battle.

1202 Norway loses control of Sutherland and Caithness
1266 Norway cedes Man and Hebrides to Scotland
1397 Norway enters the Kalmar Union, Denmark takes control of all Norse colonies
1469 Denmark cedes Orkney and Shetland to Scotland - with proviso it could buy them back
1493 John MacDonald II “Lord of the Isles” forfeited his estates and titles to James IV of Scotland

The Kalmar Union
The  Kalmar Union (Danish,  Norwegian and Swedish:  Kalmarunionen refers to a  series of  personal  unions 
(1397–1523) that united the three kingdoms of Denmark, Norway (then including Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe 
Islands and, prior to their annexation by Scotland in 1471, Shetland and Orkney), and Sweden (then including 
Finland) under a single monarch, though intermittently, and with a population fewer than 3 million.
The four countries did not officially give up their sovereignty or even their independence, but in practice, they 
were  not  autonomous,  the  common monarch holding  sovereignty and,  in  practice,  leading foreign  policy.  
Diverging interests (especially the Swedish nobility's dissatisfaction over the dominant role played by Denmark 
and its Germanic province of Holstein, gave rise to a conflict that would hamper the union sporadically from the 
1430s until its breakup in 1523, when Gustav Vasa became king of Sweden.  Bankrupt Norway continued to 
remain a part of the realm of Denmark under the Oldenburg dynasty until Kalmar's complete dissolution in 
1814.  Norway's colonies continued to be controlled by Denmark after the break-up.

Flag and map of Kalmar Union Territories (1397-1523)
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PICT PRINCESSES
THE POWER BEHIND THE THRONE

Queen Medb (Maev in Gaelic) Pict Queen of Connaught 150BC

The Untold Story
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Pict Female Circumstances
Dio Cassius wrote: "The Empress, Julia Augusta, taunted the wife of Argentocoxus, a Caledonian 
(Pict) envoy in Rome, accusing Caledonian women of copulating promiscuously with their husbands. 
The Caledonian retorted: "We have openly intercourse with the best men while you Roman women 
are polluted secretly with the worst men."   The Roman historian Plutarch described a battle in 102 
B.C. between Romans and Celts: "The fight had been no less fierce with the women than with the 
men... the women charged with swords & axes falling upon their opponents uttering a hideous cry."

In the movie, Guinevere is a brave and determined warrior, and a Pict. Women warriors were common 
among the native people of Britain. Julius Caesar remarked that it was hard to face the painted tribes 
people from the North (Picts) but that their women were even more fearsome and terrible!

The Irish and the Romans were horrified to see Pict women soldiers fighting fiercely alongside men.  
This could have been a tradition inherited from those early Celts (i.e. Boudicca), who came over to 
Britain as early as 800BC, or it could have been a tradition handed down through the millennia by the 
earlier Proto Norse Neolithic peoples.

The Cruithni (Picts) of Ulster appear to have converted from a Matrilinial  to a Tanist succession 
system in 81BC, 900 years before the Pict Oligarchy of Albann became Tanist.  Before this point, not 
one  Uladh  king  succeeded  his  father.   Afterward,  most  did.  This  was doubtlessly  the  result  of 
influences from the Gaodhail of Southern Ireland, the dominant culture on the island.

The fact  remains;  Historical  Picts  included women in  their  warrior  class.   This  cultural  ideology 
probably originated from their Pre-historic roots.  The recorded fact that British Celts had famous 
women warriors long after they were out of fashion on the continent cannot be entirely explained by 
their isolation from their European kin.  It is a well-known fact, a thriving trade flourished between 
Britain and the continent at the time of the first and second Roman incursions into Britain.  Tacitus, 
Columba and Adámnan wrote of this.  Pict women were the equals of men in all things except actual  
accession to the throne. That did not exempt them from being the power behind the throne.

Adámnán's mother was horrified when she witnessed a Pict female charioteer throw a grappling hook 
device and tore the breast out of an opposing female Pict soldier. Peter Berresford Ellis wrote in his 
book,  The  DRUIDS  (which  has  been  described  as  a  wealth  of  material):   "So,  once  again,  the 
remarkable place of women is reaffirmed."

Tacitus  wrote  in  his  Annals  "The  Celts  freely  accept  women as  their  rulers,  and  as  their  army 
commanders."  Pict women were entirely free to enter into fields of endeavour that some modern 
women still dream of; i.e. Women were goddesses, priestesses, saints, Druids, soldiers (even battle 
Commanders), financiers, astrologers, trades-people, et al.

It was only when the Pictic Church became sublimate to the Mediterranean-based Roman church that 
the patriarchal system forced women into a position of servitude. The name of Ireland itself “Éire”, is 
the name of one of the three female triune warrior-goddesses.  Pict women were tall, blue or green 
eyed, white-skinned with either blonde or red hair,  They were exceptionally beautiful; and were in 
great demand by Scots and other visitants in Albann.
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Pict Princess Procreation Traditions
Reginald B. Hale, in his book, the magnificent Gael wrote: "The Royal Ladies, through whom the 
sovereignty descended, often chose their consorts outside the nation of Picts. Brud's mother almost 
certainly chose King Maelgwn of Gwynedd in North Wales to be the father of her two sons.  He was a  
cultivated man who encouraged poetry and art in his court at Degannwy”.  Maelgwn was a Christian 
monk in his youth. He decided to abandon his religious commitments to become King when his 
father died, and destiny called.  Brud was brought up and educated by his mother (Drusticc, Drust V’s 
sister's people), in the land of the Picts, and it is doubtful if he ever met his father."

Once a suitable sire had been selected, the Princess would contact him and advise she was coming 
for  a  visit.  They  both  got  what  they  wanted  out  of  their  brief  sojourn.  The  Foreign  king  got  a 
remarkable one-week stand with a beautiful blonde Pict Princess, and she got the seeds of a future 
King of Albann.  No one complained.  In most instances, the son never met his father. However, his 
mother knew full well that her son would have a psychological edge, being the son of a great ruler.

When this process worked, the succession of High Kings became a matrilineal succession system, 
not by design but by clever manipulating by intelligent Princesses.  It is well recorded the High King 
was selected by a panel of his peers, and was judged solely on his attributes. It was up to his mother 
to ensure he had better qualifications than any of his competitors. This included, genetics, education, 
training, and the best preparation and background his mother could provide.  This system worked 
brilliantly,  as  it  appears  the  best  Pict  rulers  were  the  progeny of  great  foreign  rulers.   What  is 
surprising, is that invariably, those kings were absolutely devoted to their mother's people, and if 
necessary, devastated their father's homeland(s) to promote the interests of Albann.

With this equality of status, Pict women of power had the tools to freely select the fathers of their 
sons, later to be duly tutored, and prepared for the reigns of supreme power, under the supervision 
of the mother and her trusted circle of elitists.  Thus, if successful, the mother was ensured a life of 
luxury and prestige.  The list of Pict Kings who were the sons of foreign rulers + Pict Princesses, 
includes many successful monarchs: 

 Galanann V (Son of king Domnech of Dalriada + Brud I's sister),
 Galanann VI (Son of king Dfnwal of Strathclyde +  Tallorhh III's daughter,
 Drust II & Nehhtonn II (Sons of Cynvar of Gododdin + Tallorggan II's sister),
 Brud I (Son of king Maelgwn of Gwynedd + Drust V's sister),
 Tallorggan III (Son of king Murdoc of Ulidia + Drust III's sister),
 Tallorggan V (Son of king Ecgberht of Bernicia + Galanann V's sister),
 Galanann VIII, (son of king Gwyddno of Strathclyde + Cinnidd's sister),
 Drust VII (Son of king Eochaid of Dalriada + Brud IV's sister),
 Kast I (Son of  king Fergus I of Dalriada + Cinnidd I's sister),
 Cinnidd MacAlpin (Son of (the disgraced) Alpin MacHugh of Kintyre + Drust IX's sister),
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Where The Only Parent Mentioned Was The Mother
Nidnet, (95-120) son of Taran’s sister.

Duhhill, (120-142) son of Dino’s sister.

Blesblituth, (162-177) son of Duhhill’s sister.

Bran (177-184) son of Nidnet’s sister.

Bleuuog (185-190) son of Deeord’s sister.

Carennidd (195-205) son of Blesblituth’s sister.

Uist (230-235) son of Bleuuog’s sister.

Uuradd, Son of Uurgusticc.  (Northern Kingdom)

"Brud, son of Buddugg " (550-584). Buddug is Welsh for Boudicca (the Breton version is Budog). At 
the  time  of  the  Roman  conquest  of  southern  Britain,  Queen  Boudica  and  her  husband,  King 
Prasutagus, ruled the Iceni tribe of East Anglia (modern Norfolk and Suffolk). 

"Nehhtonn II, son of Uunnella": All the lists show Nehhtonn II as a son of Cano. Cano is a Gaelic 
concoction, and is not in any dictionary, the closest name in Q-Celtic is Càen (pronounced Cân), 
meaning "fair and white", hardly a masculine attribute. The Brythonic phonetic equivalent was Fionn. 
Since Picts always replaced an "F" with two "U"s, it became Uunnella (pronounced Fin-ella). 

"Brud V, Nehhtonn III and Drust VII, sons of Der-Llei": In earlier ”Pictish Chronicles”, brothers, Brud V 
and Nehhtonn III, were listed as being the sons of "Derile" or "Derelei". Then, a version appeared 
listing them as the sons of Der Lei,  the sister of Brud III.  This later lineage statement has been 
accepted as being the accurate merely because Der-Lei means "smallest-Oak Tree" in P-Celtic (an 
obvious feminine  name),  while  Derile and  Derelei have  no translation  whatsoever  in  any known 
language.  Wikipedia states: it is thought that Der Llei was Nehhtonn's mother.

"Galanann V, son of Allidd": Allidd meant "charming" in Pict, and was obviously a feminine name. 
There is no similarly spelled word or name in Irish. The Pictish Chronicles listed her as Aleph, which 
was an amateurish attempt to Gaelicize the original. There is nothing resembling "Aleph" in any Irish,  
Welsh, Breton or Scottish dictionaries. 

The fact these thirteen mothers were the only parents listed in each case, indicates they were the 
only parents who mattered, and the father in each case was insignificant.  This tells us something of 
the mindset of Pict culture. And there were more cases of only the mother being mentioned, but most 
records were lost in the “mouth to mouth” record keeping of the time.  To make things interesting, 
one Pictish Chronicle conjured up fictitious female mates for two of these mothers, in an attempt to 
list them as males.  Buddug was listed as "Muthut" and was supposedly married to Blevog’s sister. 
In one Chronicle, Der Llei was supposedly married to Galanann Vi’s sister.
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WHO WAS PRINCESS DER LLEI ?

Der-Llei. “smallest oak tree” is believed to have been a daughter 
of Brud IV, son of Beli (king of Strathclyde (619-633).  Brud was a 
warrior king of the Picts and died in 693. During his tumultuous 
reign, he defeated every enemy of the Picts within sight.  He freed 
his  country  from  thirty  years  of  humiliating  servitude  to  the 
Germanic Angles of Northumbria. Der Llei was a teenager when 
her father decimated the Angles at Dunnichen, and rooted out the 
racist Germanic settlers, who had settled in Albann.  It was both 
terrifying and joyous for her to witness the killing or enslavement 
of  those foreigners,  who had tyrannized the Picts for  30 years. 
That experience left a lasting impression on her

Pict Princesses had a special upbringing, being schooled in the 
martial arts, archery, equitation & several languages. Women were 
the best Pict Charioteers, often going into battle bare-breasted to 
gain  shock  value  over  their  enemies.  We  know  this  from 
witnesses, including the mother of  Adámnann, an early head of 
the Pict Church. Der Lei married at least twice and had four sons 
for certain, and perhaps three more.  They were Brud, Nehhtonn, 
Tallorh,  Cinnidd,  and perhaps Drust,  Comgall  and Uuen.   When 
she oversaw the raising of her sons to be kings,  she no doubt 
ensured a spirit of pride was instilled in them for being Pict.  Her eldest son, Brud V, ruled Albann 
from 697 to 706, when he died under mysterious circumstances.  The revered Saint Adámnàn, of 
Northumbria, tried to convince Brud to adopt Roman rules of tonsure and the revised date for Easter 
but Brud resisted.  He was replaced by his younger brother, Nehhtonn, in 706.

Der Llei’s second son, Nehhtonn III, built 1,000 stone churches and assumed the unprecedented self 
proclaimed title of “Defender of the faith”, a title that would become ingrained in British Monarchs 
down to the present day.  He did what he could to eliminate the pervasive influence the Scottish 
church had on his people.  Those who opposed his reforms were expelled or worse.   He was forced 
to resign in 724 but returned in 729 after a series of civil wars, and died peacefully in 732. There is no 
mention of Der-Llei in the  gynephobic  Irish Annals so her existence and parentage are based on 
other surviving records.  Der-Llei was first married to Deord, son of Uuenn (died 686), a Prince of the 
Cenél Comgaill. Their sons who became High kings included Brud IV & Nehhtonn III. Comgal “son of 
Dargarto”, whose death in 712 was noted by the Annals of Ulster.

She also married a man named Drust, with whom she had a son, Tallorhh and another son,  Drust;  
who replaced Nehhtonn in 724, then was deposed by Alpin.   Drust and Der-Llei may have been the 
parents of Uuenn, killed in 729 with his son Uuradd at the battle of Monith Carno.  It is not clear which 
of these marriages produced Der-Llei's son, Cinnidd, who died in 713.  Since Brud, son of Deord, was 
evidently an adult  in 696,  and Tallorh son of Drust does not appear in the record until  713, it  is 
thought that Der-Llei married Drust following the death of Dargart.  She was a beautiful and intelligent 
woman to have married two powerful men, and raise two sons who became High Kings of Albann. 
She also had strong family ties within the powerful  Kingdom of  Strathclyde;  where her  paternal 
grandfather’s family ruled.  She was in every sense, the epitome of female guile, like so many other 
Pict Princesses in the colourful early history of Albann.  She was probably the last of the powerful 
Pict Princesses, as the Law of the Innocents of 697 placed women in the British Isles in a second-
class  “protective”  status,  who  eventually  became  mere  property.  Nevertheless,  many  later 
sovereigns of both Scotland and England were again selected from progeny of Royal Princesses.
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Pict Women as Warriors
Irish, Pict and Gallic sagas fully support the idea of women as warriors:

✔ Queen Medb of Connaught, who commanded her 
own army and personally slew the hero warrior, Cethren 
in single combat.

✔ Scáthach,  a  Pict  female  champion,  who  ran  a 
school  for  training heroes at  Skye in  Albann,  was the 
principle martial arts instructor of Cúchulainn.

✔ Aoife,  sister  of  Scáthach,  was  another  famous 
Pict female warrior.  Cúchulainn had to use trickery to 
overcome her prowess.

✔ Among  Fionn  Mac  Cumhail’s  Fianna,  that  élite 
band  of  warriors,  we  find  the  female  champion, 
Coinchend.

✔ The  inspiration  for  the  title  of  Flann  O’Brien’s 
classic  novel,  “At  Swim  Two  Birds”  was  a  female 
champion named 'Estiu'.

✔ Dio Cassius wrote  Buddicca was a Priestess of 
Andrasta, goddess of  victory.

✔ Tacitus wrote that Buddicca was no exception as women often led Britons in battle.

✔ A contemporary of Buddicca, Cartimandua (sleek pony), was ruler of the British Brigantes.

✔ The Gallic Chieftainess, Onomaris, commanded Celtic tribes in their wanderings in Iberia.

✔ A Gallic woman of distinction, Eponina who was also a priestess of the cult of Epona.

Tacitus wrote: "Buddicca was very tall, the glance of her eyes most fierce; her voice harsh. A great  
mass of the reddest hair fell down to her hips. Her appearance was terrifying." Buddicca is the Latin 
translation of the Gaulish feminine adjective; boudka (victorious), and was derived from the Common 
Celtic word, bouda, meaning victory (Welsh = buddugoliaeth).  She probably was part (or all Pict) as 
striking red hair was common amongst the Picts and was a rarity among the pure Celts. When the 
Roman governor rejected her succession to her husband's position, she was publicly flogged and 
her daughters were raped.

Dio Cassius wrote: "She was huge of frame, terrifying of aspect, and with a harsh voice. A great mass 
of bright red hair fell to her knees: She wore a great twisted golden necklace, and a tunic of many 
colors, over which was a thick mantle, fastened by a brooch. When she grasped a spear, it struck fear 
into all  who saw her...…"    She led a  revolt  against  the Roman invaders.  When her army was 
defeated,  she  committed  suicide  by  taking  poison,  rather  than  be  taken  prisoner.  The  British 
resurrected her as 'Britannia' to symbolize their resolve in the face of German aggression during two 
world wars.  A Pict mother was honoured to be named after her."Buddug" was the proper Brithonic 
name  of  the  original  heroine.  (Buthut is  the  phony  Gaelic  version  that  appears  in  the  Pictish 
Chronicles). Although Boadicea is taught in England’s schools, it is a faulty Anglicized version and 
would not have been recognized by the Britons of her time (the Celts had no soft C).
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Pict women were strong-willed
There are many recorded instances of Pict and Celtic women of significance:

• In the saga Cúchulainn of Muirthemne, Aoife discovered that Cúchulainn married another woman 
so she set her youngster (fathered by Cúchulain) off to Ulster, and she instructed him to kill the 
greatest Champion he meets.  Of course that will be Cúchulainn.  Aoife knows it  is a suicide  
mission but she is intent on making her cheating lover pay dearly.  After Cúchulainn killed his  
would-be assassin, he discovered he had killed his only son and was grief stricken.

• In Galatia, 'Gamma', a Celtic Priestess of the goddess Brigid, was married to a chieftain named   
Sinatos, who was murdered by a man called Sinorix, who then forced Gamma to marry him.  The 
ceremony involved drinking from a common cup. Gamma put poison in the wine. She allayed  
Sinorix’s suspicion by drinking first, and accepted death to kill her husband’s murderer.

• Then there was Chiomara, wife of Ortagion, chieftain of the Tolistoboii, who united the Galatians 
into a powerful  force against the Romans in 189BC.  The Romans captured Chiomara,  and a  
Centurion raped her.  The Romans discovered she was of high rank and demanded a ransom;  
which Ortagion duly paid.  The exchange was to take place on the banks of a river.  While the  
Centurion  collected  his  gold,  Chiomara  beheaded  him.  When  she  delivered  the  head  to  her  
husband, she said “It is a better thing only one man is alive who had intercourse with me.”

• From  Plutarch’s  essay  “On  the  virtues  of  women”,  we  learn  that  Celtic  women  were  often  
appointed ambassadors. They were involved in a delicate treaty between the Carthaginian general. 
Hannibal. and the Celtic Voltae.

• The Gallic woman of distinction,  Eponina, a Priestess of the Epona cult, was married to Julius  
Sabinus of the Lingones, who took part in the Gaullish uprising of 69AD.  When it failed, Sabinus 
arranged  to fake his own suicide.  Eponina hid him and took him food and water for nine years; all 
the while trying to obtain him a pardon, even going to Rome to plead his cause.  When Sabinus 
was finally caught, the Emperor Vespasian had both Sabinus and Eponina executed.

• According to Irish mythology, Macha Mong Ruadh (Macha of the Red Hair), daughter of Aed Ruadh, 
Queen of Ulster, became the Ard Righ of all Ireland (337 – 331BC).  She was the last recorded ruling 
Queen in Ireland.

• Tacitus mentioned he saw women dressed in funeral garments carrying torches, running among 
Celtic warriors spurring them on. 

• Professor Markle, in “La Femme Celte” stated female rulers were symbols of an attitude of the  
Celtic mind that patriarchy could not erase.  The position of women in the Brehan Law system; 
to which Irish, and later, Albann rulers followed, was remarkable.

• Women could be found in many professions; as lawyers and Judges at a time when women were  
treated as mere chattel  in most  European societies.  An Irish woman was responsible for her  
own debts and was not responsible for those of her husband.

Celtic  women could  divorce  their  husbands,  had  the  right  of  succession,  and  could  emerge  as  the 
supreme authority, although in historical times, mostly men attained the throne.  City-states of Greece 
and Rome were highly organized patriarchal political structures; which had no place for women rulers. 
Both Greeks and Romans could not understand the freedom and prestige of Celtic women, and their more 
open  attitude  towards  sexual  relationships.   Romans  in  authority  actively  worked  to  disrupt  Celtic 
attitudes,  and  in  some  recorded  cases,  refused  to  acknowledge  female  rulers  i.e.  Boudicca.   The 
introduction of Christianity, particularly the replacement of Celtic Church authority with that of the Roman 
Church, was the death knell of equality of gender in British & Irish societies.
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British Women Lose Equality Under The Guise of "Protection"
In 697, Adámnánn promulgated the 'Cáin Adomnáin', meaning literally the 'Canons' or 'Law of 
Adámnán'. The Cáin Adomnáin was promulgated at a gathering of Irish, Dalríatan and Pictish 
notables at the Synod of Birr. It was a set of laws designed, among other things, to guarantee 
the safety and immunity of various types of non-combatants in warfare. For this reason it is also 
known as the "Law of the Innocents".   It  was the earliest initiative of this kind recorded in 
Europe,  and as such is often regarded as a proto-type for the Geneva Convention and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  It was declared that women and children, the elderly, 
and (of course) the Clergy would be protected from the ravages of war, since these groups were 
deemed to be the apparently innocent victims of men's wars. Women were to be banned from 
actually fighting in battle.  Of course, no women were invited to be present at this gathering.
It is interesting to know that this 'Law' had been proposed by Adámnànn, whose mother was 
horrified to see Pict women fight viciously in war, and made her son promise that he would stop 
women from taking their place on the battlefield.  Tacitus wrote that Celtic women enjoyed far 
more equality than either the Greeks & Romans allowed their women. This ran totally against 
Greek and Roman thinking, making Romans very uncomfortable dealing with female leaders.
Celtic sagas tell us of many women Warriors, Druidesses, Ambassadors and otherwise Leaders 
of  society;  Amongst  them were Medb of  Connacht,  Buddicca of  the Iceni,  Scathach,  Aoife, 
Credne & Fianna of the Picts, Coinchend, Estiu & Cartimandua of the Brigantes, Onomaris of 
the  Gauls,  Eponima  of  the  Lingones,  Chiomara  of  the  Tolistoboii  and  Gamma  of  Galatia. 
According to Irish sources, Macha Mong Ruadh, became ruler of all Ireland (337-331BC). Tacitus 
commented in his Annals, that the Celts had no hesitation in accepting females as their rulers 
or in the command of their armies. 
Meanwhile, the highly organized political structures of Greco-Roman societies had no place for 
women in power. Romans looked upon women as bearers of children and objects of pleasure. 
That  attitude  became  solidly  imbedded  into  the  very  foundations  of  religious  and  cultural 
institutions  throughout  the  Mediterranean  and  Middle  East.   Due  to  the  near  monopoly  of 
Italians in the role of Pope, it was that attitude that surfaced in the Universal Church of Rome, 
and eventually sublimated women throughout its global sphere of influence. This far-reaching 
law  signaled  a  drastic  retreat  from  the  ancient  Celtic  attitude  towards  women.  Instead  of 
protecting women from the ravages of war, it stripped them of any rights whatsoever. Instead of 
being participants, they became victims.

This  new  law  affected  Albann  more  than  any  other  county,  since  gender  equality  was  a 
cornerstone of Albann society.  Soon, women were not only denied any meaningful participation 
in  the  Church,  but  they  were  denied  ownership  of  property,  succession,  access  to  the 
professions, and eventually became mere property.  However, Pict Princesses retained a unique 
status in their  society as they were the vital  link in the Pict matrilineal  succession system,  
which remained in effect as long as the next king was raised in a Pict milieu.

It  is  ironic  those  287  years  after  the  Romans  were  forced  to  leave  Britain,  their  twisted 
gynephobic attitude towards women was proclaimed into law under the guise of religious and 
moral ethics. It would be another 1,250 years before women would partially regain their equality 
with men. Women were not considered persons until the 20th century in most democracies. 
Only recently, in relative terms, are we revisiting the notion that women are the absolute equals 
of men.  The United States Congress has just recently passed a bill to enforce equal pay for  
women.  That  measure  will  undoubtedly  eventually  trickle  down  to  other  "enlightened" 
countries. It took 1,302 years for our western democracies to begin to reinvent the notion of 
equality for women.     
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Women Warriors - Yesteryear and Today
The fact that the last society on record who actively utilized front-line female soldiers was that of the Picts 
of Albann, in the least gives one food for thought.  Were they backward or were they ahead of their time? 
Since the Industrial revolution of the early 20th century, women have slowly reclaimed their proper place in 
society.  It took two devastating World Wars and the ensuing shortage of manpower on the home front, to 
bring women into our factories as full equals.  With that significant move, women began to demand to be 
treated equally, the way they had been in Celtic societies.

Is  it  an  accident  of  fate  that  those societies  of  Celtic  descent  (Anglo-American),  were the ones that 
brought women into their armed forces? Not likely.  There were 17,000 women in the RCAF, 21,600 in the 
Canadian army and 7,000 in the RCN during World War II.  Uniquely, Israel has its universal conscription 
for both men and women.

The Russians drafted women into their armed Forces when the chips were down.  It must be remembered 
they were largely descended from Vikings (the Russ) who had their own legacy of female warriors, and 
they had a political  system, which claimed everyone was equal.   However,  their  “women in uniform” 
legacy proved to  be merely a temporary wartime measure.

Today, women are whole-heartedly welcome into the armed forces of our British-descended countries as 
those of no other.  The Canadian Coast Guard led the way in Canada with women being treated exactly as 
men.  Our unique Pict traditions are reflected in the fact that in Canada, women have fully integrated into  
all positions in our military that were formerly assigned only to men.

Even Cuba, which has universal conscription for men, discriminates against women, as women are not 
conscripted into their Armed Forces along with men.   The remarkable reality was that no Axis power put 
women into uniform as we did, even though their manpower was strained beyond the breaking point. 
With  the  Germans and  Italians,  that  restraint  was due  to  the  pervading  influence  of  their  traditional 
religious doctrines.  In Japan, it was due to a deeper cultural barrier.

We in North America do not appreciate the vast advances women have made in our society.  i.e. I spent a 
month in Costa Rica in 1987.  After a few weeks of listening to their radio, I began to wonder – there is 
something odd about the songs.  Then it hit me – There are no women singers on the radio down there –  
all men.  Sometimes one has to travel to appreciate one’s own culture.

In Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom and Australia, we are earnestly trying to bring equality 
to our women in uniform.  It is our responsibility to understand our history and realize where we went 
wrong – so as not to repeat the mistakes of the past.  However one puts it, we are slowly revisiting the 
past – and we are going back to a Celtic time when women were the absolute equals of men.  We can 
thank the Picts for clinging to a culture that espoused those values we are trying to rediscover today.  And 
who said they were backward?  The ancient Picts would be proud of our recent achievements in this field.

RCAF

A beautiful red-haired volunteer female 'Fireman' in West Lincoln, Ontario
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A List of Pict Kings
- In their proper Pict designations -

(With some interesting surprises - maps and explanations)

Traditional Kings of the Picts
(revised to reflect the original Pict names)

Drust I· Tallorggann I· Nehhtonn I· Drust II· Galanann I· Drust III· Drust IV· Galanann 
II· Lutren I· Tallorggann II· Drust V· Galanann III · Brud I· Galanann IV· Nehhtonn II· 

Cinnidd I· Galanann V· Brud II· Tallorggann III· Tallorggann IV· Galanann VI· Drust VI· 
Brud III· Taran I · Brud IV· Nehhtonn III· Drust VII· Alpin I· Onnus I· Brud V· Cinnidd II· 

Alpin II· Tallorggann V· Drust VIII· Connell I · Kast I· Onnus II· Drust  IX· Uuen I · 
Uuradd I · Brud VI· Cinnidd III· Brud VII· Drust X · Cinnidd IV.

This first section is a fantasy list, not believed to be factual by anyone. 
Cirig ruled 40
Uurddoll 40
Uurdenn 70
Floclad 30

Caitt 12
Ce 15

Uuradd 24

This next  part  may be a  figment  of  someone's  imagination  as  there is  no  external 
verification of it. No actual names of Kings or years are given or the length of their 
reigns. It  appears the early P-Celtic-Pict word for King was "Brud", this could have 
been an offshoot from the earlier Gaulish word for King, "Brenin". This would explain 
the appearance of several more Bruds later. The second part of the name could refer to 
a place or a title. No one knows for sure.

Twenty-Nine Bruds
Brud,   Son of Bonnedd   (of noble descent), ruled for 48 years, from whom 28 Bruds 
ruled northern Ireland and Albann for 150 years. They were:

Brud, son of Peran Brud, another son of Peran Brud, son of Lleu Brud, another son of Lleu
Brud, son of Emcat Brud, another son of Emcat Brud, son Cinnidd Brud, another son Cinnidd
Brud, son of Enfred Brud, another son of Enfred Brud, son of Parlan Brud, another son of  Parlan
Brud, son of Cinnidd Brud, another son Cinnidd Brud, son of Uipid Brud, another son of Uipid
Brud, son of  Runn Brud, son of  Erilid Brud, son of Galanann Brud, another son of  Galanann
Brud, son of Cinnidd Brud, another son Cinnidd Brud, son of  Urb Brud, another son of Urb
Brud, son of  Girom Brud, another son of  Girom Brud, son of  Munnudd Brud, another son of  Munnudd
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The Non-Historical (Mythical) King List 
(With name sources listed in parentheses)

A nation cloaked in mystery at the edge of the known world was under an unprovoked attack by the most  
powerful army the world had ever seen.  This enemy was more ruthless and cunning than anything known 
before.   They  could  not  be  stopped.   Albann  needed  a  miracle.  The  man  the  ruling  families  chose  was 
Galanann.  Great things were expected from him, and the world waited breathlessly to see if these strange  
Picts could accomplish what the Brythonic Celts had failed to do, stop the Roman army in its tracks.    

Galanann (75-84). (Translated from Old Norse, Pict for 'son of the foreigner') 'Gal' was the 
popular pict term to denote the Norse.  First recorded 'Dux Bellorum' of Albann

TARAN   (85-95)    (Hypocoristic form of Celtic father god, Taranis).  

NIDNET     95-120  . (Translated from Old Norse) (Translated from Old Norse) 

DUHHILL   (120-142)    (Pre Celtic).

CINNIDD   (142-148  ) (Pre Celtic) Grandson of Taran. 

TUDALL     (148-158)   (Pre Celtic) Brother of Duhhill

DOORD   (158-162  ) (Pict translation of Greek historian, Diodorus.)

BlIESBLITUdD   (162-177)    (Pre Celtic)

BRAN   (177-184)    (Welsh for Raven) Son of Carvorst, founder of the kingdom of Strathclyde)  Bran 
was killed in 184 during a raid in the south fighting the great Roman General, Ulpius Marcellus.

BLEVOG   (185-195)   (Old Welsh for hairy)

CARENNIDD     (195-205)    (Pre Celtic, Pict for kin)

DEEDRIC  (205-210  ).   (Pict translation for Theodorik, the Germanic god of war) 

USCOMBUTS     (210-225)    (Pre Celtic)

ARTUR   (225-230)   (Bear man in Welsh)

UIST 230-235)  (Old Norse name, meaning west)

RUNN     (235 – 240)  .  (Goidelic Celtic name.)

URB     (240-250)    (Pict translation of Gallic Erb.)

Galanann II   (Translated from Old Norse) (250-258)    

BRUD   (258-275)   Son of Munnudd  (Old Celtic name for Seer)
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UPIDD   (275-295)    (Pre Celtic translation of Latin Iupiter.)

CANUTAnann   (305-335)    (Pre Celtic)  Son of Canute. 

BLANN     (335-337)   (Pre Celtic)

TALLADD     (337-343)    (Pre Celtic)

UTALEC   (343-351)   (Translated from Old Norse) Pre Celtic) Son of Uuandall

UURADD I     (351-361)   (Pre Celtic)  Brother of Utalec

ONNUS I     (361-369  ) (Pict translation of Latin, Augustus)  Son of Uurgus 

Galanann III     (Translated from Old Norse) (369-398)   Son of Donnell. 

TALLORHH I   (398-414)   (Translated from Old Norse) Son of Aduur. 

DRUST MAUUR I     (414-457)   (Pre-Celtic.) Son of Urb.

The Semi-Historical King List     
This list includes several kings that some Pictish Chronicles begin with. Their reigns are determined 
working back from the known reign of Brud Mauur, son of Maelgwn. Their accuracy is lessened the 
further distant from Brud. 

TALLORHH     II   (Translated from Old Norse) (457-461)   Son of Cinnidd 

NEHHTONN MAUUR I     (461-486)    (Pict translation of Roman god of the sea, 'Neptune') 
Son of Urb. 

DRUST II (486-493) Son of Cynnvar, King of Gododdin.

Galanann IV   (Translated from Old Norse)   (  498-513)   Son of Cinnidd of Strathearn. 

LUTREN I   (540-543  )   (Pict translation of Welsh god of light, Lleu) Another son of Girom. 

TALLORHH III  (543-546)   (Translated from Old Norse) Son of king Murdoc of Ulidia. 

DRUST III   (546-548)    Son of Mùnnudd.

Galanann V   (Translated from Old Norse) (548-550)   Son of Allidd.
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Historical King List     

BRUD MAUUR     (550 - 584)   Son of King Maelgwn of Gwynedd + Drusticc, a sister of Drust III.

Galanann VI   (584-594)   Son of a daughter of Tallorhh III + king Dfynwal of Strathclyde.

NEHHTONN II     (594-621  ) Son of Uunnella + Urb.  He was also King Neifion of Strathclyde.

CINNIDD I     (621-631  )Son of Lutren + a sister of Galanann VI. 

Galanann VII     (631-635  ) Son of Uuradd (King Gwyddno) of Strathclyde (grandson of Brud II).  

BRUD III     (635-641)   Brother of Galanann VII. 

TALLORHH IV     (641-653)   Another brother of Galanann VII. 

TALLORHH V     (653-657  ) Son of sister of Tallorh IV + King Ecgberht of Bernicia.  

Galanann VIII     (657-663  ) Son of Donnell (King Domnall Brecc) of Dalriada

DRUST VI     (663-672  )  Another son of Donnell. 

BRUD MAUUR IV     (672-693  ) Son of Beli, King of Strathclyde 

TARAN V     (697-706)   Elder son of Princess Der-Llei  (a sister of Brud III).  
NEHHTONN   III     (1  st   time)     (706-724)   Another son of Princess, Der-Llei. He was the first Monarch 
to declare himself “Defender of the Faith”. Forced into retirement as a Monk in 724. From here on, every 
Pict ruler claimed the title “Defender of the Faith”, as titular head of the Pictic Church.

DRUST VII   (724-726  ) Another son of Princess Der-Llei.  Alpin I deposed him. 
ALPIN I   (726-728  ) (Hypocoristic form of Albann) Son of Uuen. In 727, Drust attempted to regain the 
crown but was defeated in  three battles.  In 728, Alpín I  and Onnus (Nehhtonn's nephew and battle 
Commander, fought a civil war.  Onnus was victorious in 728 and again in 729.  Alpín was killed in battle. 

NEHHTONN   III   (  2  nd  time) 728-732  ) Protected by Onnus, his designated heir.  He ruled the second 
time for four years and died a natural death in 732.  The Lunnasting Stone is believed to refer to him.

ONNUS I     (732-759  ) Son of Uurgus.  A true warrior king.  His descendents ruled Albann until 839.

BRUD VI  (759-761)  

CINNIDD II     (761-773  ) Son of Uuradd of Lorne. Aéd Find (Uuen), king of Dalriada, defeated Cinnidd 
in battle in 768, temporarily regaining Dalriadan independence.  Cinnidd died in 775. 
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ALPIN II   (773-777  )  (Pict for white-skinned) Another son of Uuradd. Deposed. Died in 780.

DRUST VIII (777-778) Son of Tallorhh. 

TALLORHH VI     (778-782  ) Son of Drust VIII.

TALLORHH VII   (782-785  ) Son of Onnus II.

CONNELL I    (785-790  ) (Celtic  for  strong wolf)  (also  ConalI  V  of  Dalriada)  Son of  Tegid.  He 
fled after losing a battle against Kast in 789.  He later became King of Dalriada, and was killed by 
Conall, son of Áédan, in 807.

KAST I   (790-820  ) (Pict translation of Constantine) Son of Uurgus

ONNUS II (820-834) A son of Uurgus. A maternal grandnephew of Onnus I.  

DRUST IX   (834-837  ) Son of Kast, with Tallorhh VIII (834-837) Son of Uurddoll; co-reigned for 
three years.

UUEN I    (837- 839  ) (Pict translation of Welsh  Owain)  Son of Onnus II.  Uuen was King of both 
Albann and an annexed Dalriada.  A major Viking force had landed in Galloway, and marched inland 
near St. Fillian's where they gave battle to a combined force of Picts and Scots.  In 839, Uuen was 
killed along with the sub-king of Dalriada, Eogan mac Boanta, and most of the male Pict and Scottic  
aristocracy at the Battle of Forteviot.

With the death of Eoganan of Dalriada, elder son of Alpin of Kintyre, his younger brother, Cinnidd,  
was placed on the throne of Dalriada as sub-king. This defeat at the hands of the Norsemen ranks as 
the most significant in Pict history, and was ironically repeated many centuries later by a similar 
annihilation of almost all the Scottish nobles at Flodden. 

UURADD II  (839- 842)  Son of Bargot. He was murdered, upon which his two elder sons, Brud 
and Cinnidd claimed the throne. He is named on the Drosten Stone.

BRUD VI        (842-842  ) Son of Uuradd II.  He ruled for one month, and was also murdered.

CINNIDD III     (843  )  Another son of Uuradd II. He ruled for one year. Deposed by Brud. 

BRUD VII   (843-845)   A son of Uurddoll. He ruled for two years.  Deposed by Drust X. 

DRUST X   (845-858)    Another son of Uuradd II. Under severe attack by Anglo/Saxons, and Danes, 
he died fighting the Vikings.  At this time, the remaining Southern Pict aristocracy held a council and 
decided to end the continuous bickering by electing sub-king of Dalriada, Cinnidd MapAlpin as King 
of a united Albann (Southern Picts and Scots). 

Cinnidd was fully qualified as he was the grandson of a Pict Princess, and was raised by his mother,  
another Pict Princess.  Two years later, he was proclaimed "Rex Pictorum"  in the year 850, in the  
traditional Pict ceremony at Stirling with a simple gold circlet crown.
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The Alpin Dynasty
- A Pict Institution -

Kenneth MacAlpin - Rex Pictorum
CINNIDD I   (848-858  ) (Cinnidd Alpinann in Pictic) (Cinnidd mapAlban in Welsh) (Cimoyth macAilpín 
in Irish). A younger son of Alpin MacHugh of Kintyre + Drusticc, a sister of Drust IX.  And so (due to a  
series of political intrigues), Cinnidd, a junior son of Alpín, officially ruled the Empire of Albann for 
ten years.

In  the  seventh  year  of  his  rule;  to  save  the  remains  of  Saint  Columba  from Viking  raiders,  he 
transferred them to the church in Dunkeld. He attacked Lothian (Edinburgh) six times; and he burned 
Dunbar and captured Melrose. However, the Britons of Strathclyde burned down Dunblane, and the 
Danes laid waste to Albann, as far as Cluny and Dunkeld.

The Annals of  Ulster  reported in their  entry,  858.2:  “Cimoyth m. Ailpin,  Rex Pictorum, Adolf  Rex 
Saxan, mortuisunt."  Translated,  this would read: Kenneth son of Alpín,  king of all  the Picts,  and 
Ethelwulf, king of the Saxons, died."

Cinnidd was killed in a battle near Forteviot. Despite his considerable diplomatic skills, he had to 
constantly lead excursions to fight off threats to his Kingdom.  Under his rule, Albann lost vast areas 
of Sutherland, Caithness, all of the Hebridies and most of Dalriada to the Norse. 

Cinnidd MacAlpin was the founder of a Pict dynasty, not his father, Alpin. Alpin was never king of 
anything and to verify this, the Annals of Ulster never mentioned him. He was a minor noble who 
lived in Kintyre, his presence there being tolerated by the High King of Albann. The average length of 
the nine reigns since the death of Onnus II in 834, was only two years. This was due to the chaos 
caused by incessant raids by Vikings along the coasts and even deep inland.

The Pictish Chronicles verified that Albann had lost control of vast areas of the west and north to 
Vikings, and that Strathclyde and Lothian remained hostile. Moray remained a separate northern Pict 
Kingdom under its own dynasty, and was not threatened by the Southern Picts as they were too 
weakened to undertake any military confrontations with their own kind.

Was Kenneth a success as ruler of Southern Albann? In one sense (the integrity of Albann territory) 
he failed miserably, but in the sense of establishing a foundation for a lasting nation, he certainly was 
successful.  The  integration  of  the  Picts  and Scots  (which  was the  necessary foundation  of  the 
country) began long before his time but he accelerated the process, and in many Scottish records, he 
is (falsely) given full credit for it.

It would merely be a matter of time before the forces of the national government overcame the Norse 
overlords in the west and the Pict northern Kingdom, to bring those areas back within the traditional  
Albann national fold.  Diplomacy was one of Kenneth's talents. That more than anything else was 
what won him the throne of the Southern Picts. The shift of Dalriadan population from the west coast  
to the east happened in coincidence as Norse raiders and settlers were pouring into the Western 
Isles, Ireland and Dalriada. Kenneth should have been their keenest enemy, but his relationship with 
the Norse was ambivalent at best.
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The Scots in  Dalriada became little  more than desperate  refugees fleeing the giant  Norse.  Their 
choice was simple, stay and become imperiled subjects of a distant heathen Norse King or flee to 
sanctuary with their fellow Christian cousins, the Picts.  There was only one place for them to go - to  
the heavily militarized plains of Moray, where great Pict Naval defensive sites such as Burghead, 
Green Castle and Portknockie on the southern shores of the Moray Firth were situated.

Then there were the great  inland stone-walled fortresses at  Bruce's Camp, Inverurie,  Mither Tap, 
Tillymuick,  Tap o'  Noth near Rhynie,  Dunnottar,  south of  Aberdeen,  Dunnicaer and Doon Hill,  all  
provided them with a measure of sanctuary.  These mighty fortresses were unique in Britain.

Suddenly, the bulk of the Scots found themselves in the midst of a Pict country with strange laws, a 
strange language and at a disadvantage in their  religious rights.  As Gaelic and Pictish speaking 
people intermingled as never before, the Pictish language gradually faded from use. No doubt there 
was a substantial period of bilingualism before it ceased to be spoken by the farming community, but 
it probably disappeared within several generations in urban areas.

Kenneth's  successor was his half  brother,  Donald mac Alpin,  son of  a Norse Princess.  Possibly 
Kenneth was raised in the care of his Norse stepmother. Although there was nothing new in such 
marriage alliances between opposing nations, Alpin's second marriage was the first to be recorded 
between a Scot and a Norse, and it appears his strategy was built on that connection.

Later, Kenneth married one of his daughters off to the powerful Olaf the White, Norse king of Dublin  
and York. He made full use of his connection to Olaf to consolidate his own position. Kenneth's other 
son, Causantin I, (Constantine) helped Olaf in his sacking of Dumbarton in 870.

Suddenly, there was a far more dangerous type of Viking coming on scene, the Danes. They made no 
pretext of accommodation, as they were only interested in murder, plunder and displacement. When 
the Danes first arrived in Northumberland, Kenneth allied himself with the Norse in Dublin against 
them. 

In 866, the Irish Annals recorded that Olaf of Dublin led a force of Irish and mixed Scottish/Norse 
against Fortriu. Here, Olaf was not at war against the Dalriadans, but the Picts, from whom he took 
hostages and exacted tribute for years to come.

These were the Picts who lived north of Mounth in the Pictish kingdom of Fidach, which included 
Moray and parts of Inverness and Ross, which were not part of Albann at that time. That period is so 
poorly documented that nothing much is known about it. 

However, it is known the primary reason the Norse established Dublin & Belfast was as slave trading 
centres in their thriving business of selling abducted Pict children into the Mediterranean countries 
as slaves, where they were in high demand. 

By then, Southern Picts and Scots had integrated into one society. In spite of propaganda to the 
contrary, history records the country officially remained Albann in name until the death in 1057 of  
king MacBethad. Historians now believe that a process of integration between the Gaelic-speaking 
Dalriadans and Picto-Brythonic speaking Picts, took place peacefully over several centuries.

As for the "Second Battle of Forteviot in 843" when Kenneth MacAlpin supposedly killed the Pict 
King, Drust; this was pure invention fabricated about 1220AD. There is no evidence this battle ever 
took place.   Kenneth MacAlpin was a Pict  king,  in every sense,  not  the first  King of  the Scots. 
Actually,  the first  official  King of  Scotland was Lulach,  another  Pict  from Moray,  and a mentally 
retarded stepson of MacBeth of the hereditary Moray dynasty.   He lasted two months as High King.

Page 206



The change in name was not due to Gaelic Scottish pressures.  The Scots still call the country “Alba” 
in Scottish Gaelic.  The pressure to change the name came from the Anglo/Norman camp.  It was 
merely a Germanization of the name of the country, similar to how the Germans refer to Russia as 
'Russland'  and to Germany as 'Deutschland'.   This trend is also evident  in the present stubborn 
Scottish government's official references to Albann as 'Pictland', which is pure fantasy.

One must bear in mind, ancient Picts were not an exclusive society, they learned early that a closed 
society will  degenerate,  they readily mixed with other races and they traced their  ancestry back 
through their mothers, the most important element in their lives. Therefore, the descendents of Alpin 
considered themselves in every sense - Picts. They bore Pict names, and they were raised by Pict 
mothers and Pict tutors.

A forthcoming book by St  Andrews University historian,  and specialist  in  Scottish Royalty,  Alex 
Woolf, claims that all the evidence suggests MacAlpin was actually a Pict himself and stories about 
him as a great Scottish war leader were made up in later centuries. This expert in early Scottish 
history said all contemporary sources referred to MacAlpin as "king of the Picts", and they gave the 
same title to the four kings who succeeded him. He also said both Kenneth and Alpin were Pictish 
rather than Scottish names.

It was upon the death of Grig, the official title of the King went from Rex Pictorum (King of the Picts 
in Latin) to  Ri Albainn (King of Albann in Pict), a title only the Picts would understand, as king in 
Scottish Gaelic was, and remains, "Righ".

The  B.B.C.  recently  introduced  a  television  series  on  the  history  of  Scotland  where  they  have 
established once and for all that the MacAlpin dynasty was indeed Pict. Several Scottish writers keep 
referring to the change in name after Grig, from Pictavia to Albann, when the Pict aristocracy was 
again firmly in control. To interpret that as a Scottish name change is patently false, as the name was 
Albann beforehand. Pictavia is merely a fanciful English invention, and never appeared in any of the 
contemporary Annals of the time.

Author's Note: The term "Albann" was simply a modification in Pict of the original Greek term for the 
area; "Albion", dating back to before 325 BC. when only the Greeks new about the Albiones. It did not 
mean "Britain". Based on the classical Greek word for white (which is Alba), Albiones meant "White 
skinned people".  Greeks, on the other hand, were more dusky skin coloured.  We know the Picts 
were greatly influenced by the early Greek merchantmen; they adopted Greek names, Greek gods, 
the Greek alphabet  and Greek technology. The Greeks were never seen as a threat to the Picts, 
Greeks merely traded with them, and never colonized them. Life was better because of the Greeks.

It  has been repeated in this book several  times that the Picts did not use more than one vowel  
together, and they most often doubled up on loose consonants; thus "Albion" became "Albann". To 
prove this, check out old Latin, Greek and Celtic. You will find there was very little doubling of any  
consonants until the European Celts entered the British Isles, and encountered the "Pre-Celts" there. 
That  fact  has been reported and described by many historians,  including Nicholas Ostler  in  his 
authoritative "A Language History of the World" (ISBN 0-06-621086-0).

Today, the principle remnants of the Pict language are Welsh and Breton, where both often double up 
on  consonants.  One  thing  that  is  so  frustrating  in  researching  Pict  culture,  is  the  deplorable 
derogatory attitude most British historians have placed on everything the Picts did. Even their art has 
been relegated to someone else.  One can be excused to wonder sometimes how the Picts ever 
managed to stand upright.  The Picts may have the last laugh, a recent Generic map of the British 
Isles irrefutably proves that 70% of the population of Scotland is Pict and Brythonic. The largest 
metropolitan area of Scotland is Glasgow, with over one million people, and Gaelic has become an 
official second language.
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The 'Prophecy' of Saint Berchan     
It was not a prophecy at all, but a sly way of rewriting history over 200 years after the fact. The earliest  
date ascribed to these "prophesies" was in the late twelfth century. Thus began the fairy tale of Kenneth 
annihilating the Pict Royalty.

A son of the Clan of his son will possess
the kingdom of Albann, by virtue of his strength,

a man who shall feed ravens, break battles,
His name was the Ferbassach [conqueror].

He is the first king who possessed in the east
of the men of Erin in Albann,

It was by the strength of darts and swords,
by violent deaths by violent fates.

By him who deceived in the east the fierce ones,
He shall dig in the earth, powerful the art,
Dangerous goad blades, death, pillage,

on the middle of Scone of high shields... 

According to the Prophesies of St. Berchan, Alpin Mac Hugh married a Norse Princess after his first wife 
(a Pict) died. The account includes a quick description of Kenneth's reign as follows"

Seventeen years of warding valour,
in the sovereignty of Albann,

after slaughtering Cruithneach [the Picts],
after embittering Galls [the Norse],
He dies on the banks of the Earn.

It was bad with Alpin then,
Long ere another like him shall come,

it was a short time till took the kingdom
the wanton son of the Gaillsighe [Norse woman]. 

This verse proves the Scottish Monks were not happy with Kenneth or his son, Donald, indicating he was 
not Scottish enough for their liking. He only reigned for ten years.

DONNELL I (858-862). (Dòmhnall mac Ailpein in Gaelic) Also a son of Alpin, he was described at 
the time as "the wanton son of the foreign woman". He extended Irish (Brehon) law into Pict areas 
and died of natural causes near Scone, Perthshire.  The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba says that 
Domnall reigned for four years, matching the notices in the Annals of Ulster of his brother's death in 
February 858, and his own in April 862. The Chronicle notes: "In his time the Gaels, with their king,  
made the rights and laws of the kingdom, that are called the laws of Áed.   

The Laws of “Áed” are entirely lost,  but it  has been assumed these constituted Brehan Laws of 
Ireland. From this date until they were abrogated under the Normans, Albann was subject to the same 
laws that were in effect in all of Ireland for thousands of years.  They were generally common sense 
laws,  however  a  cruel  “Irish”  practice  was  introduced  into  Albann  as  a  result  of  these  laws. 
According to Brehan Law, no one with a blemish or deformity could  lead an army.  Thereafter, any 
potential rival of a king might be forcibly blinded with a hot poker to ensure he was no longer a 
threat.  This  was common practice  in  Ireland  but  to  Picts,  it  was  abhorrent.  The  significance  of 
Forteviot as the site of this law-making,  along with Kenneth's death there,  and  Cystennin's later 
gathering at nearby Scone, indicated Forteviot was still the Royal capital of Albann, although today, 
there is no trace of the Palace nor its accoutrements.  
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CYSTENNIN I  (Kast in old Pict)  (Causantin in old  Gaelic)  (Chòiseim mac Cináeda in modern 
Gaelic)(Constantine in English) (862-876) Son of Kenneth I. History records that, in a great battle with 
the  Danish  Vikings  in  876,  at  Inverdovet,  Cystennin  MacKenneth  was  slain  with  his  Dalriadic 
contingent taking the most casualties.  The Pict establishment, had been reinvigorated, and it was 
their turn to control events. 

AEDH (Hugh) (878).  Youngest son of Kenneth I, and brother of Cystennin I, took the crown.  A 
lament for Áed mac Cináeda, who died in 878, suggests Kintyre and the isle of Mann were lost to the 
Norse by his kingdom at that time. He was slain at Glenartney in a revolt by Grig MacDungall, a Pict 
of Fortriu (Moray/Aberdeenshire).  This was an opportunity for the Pict establishment in the north to 
step up and assume the throne. 

Note: During the century in which the lists correspond well with the annals, the succession to the 
kingship  of  Albann  was  held  in  an  alternating  fashion  by  two  branches  of  the  descendants  of 
Kenneth  MacAlpin,  one  descended  from  Kenneth's  son  Constantíne  I,  Clann  Constantín  mac 
Cináeda,  and the other from Kenneth's youngest son, Áédh,  Clann Áéda mac Cináeda.   The feud 
persisted for a century and it ripped Albann apart, delivering it to the waiting hands of the English. 
Grig was the exception and was not related to any of the Alpin family, other than a possible familial  
marriage.

GRIG Son of DUNGALL -  Note:  Grig mac Dungal (unrelated to the MacAlpin family) ruled from 878 
to 889, and is covered in the section, entitled “The Golden Age of Albann”.

DONNELL II (Ri  Albainn),  (889-900).  Born in 862 in Forres,  Moray.  Died: 900 in Laurencekirk, 
Kincardineshire.   Place  of  burial:  Morayshire,  Albann.   Donald  became  king  of  Albann  on  the 
deposition of Giric in 889.  During his reign, the Norse Earl Sigurd, who was based in Orkney, held 
much of Northern Albann, north of Moray.  Donnell was a son of Cystennin I, and was described as 
rough and cunning.  His nickname was “The Madman”.The change from Rex Pictorum to Ri Albainn 
was dictated by Giric.  Donnell brought Strathclyde into Albann, and ended the Strathclyde line of 
Kings.  The Vikings wasted Albann at this time. In his reign, a battle occurred between Danes and the 
forces of Albann at Innisibsolian, where the Picts had victory.  This was only a temporary setback to 
the Danes.

Cystennin II Gives Gaelic Priority over Cumbric

CYSTENNIN II  (in Welsh,  Kast in old Pict,  Causantin in medieval Gaelic,  Constantine in English) 
(900-943). Grandson of Kenneth MacAlpin, began his life as an exile. In 878 AD, his father, Áéd, had 
been slain by Grig, son of Dungal of Fortrenn. Cystennin and his brother, Donald, who were young 
boys at  the time,  were spirited off  to Ulidia;  where Cruithni  monks surrounded in Gaelic culture 
brought  them up.   Although  the  Cruithni  (Picts)  of  Ulidia  were  in  a  majority,  they  had  become 
Gaelicized for over 450 years. This exposure to a Gaelic upbringing resulted in the first Pict monarch 
who was not raised in a Pict milieu, and the repercussions would change Albann forever.  He firmly 
established of Brehan Law.

After 943AD, Gaelic became dominant in Albann, and some of Albann's Kings behaved as Scots, not 
Picts.  However,  their  line of  kings would forever  be classified as "Picto/Scot",  regardless of  the 
historical  revisionists,  who  began  their  mischief  in  the  1200s.   The  kingdom  had  been  nearly 
destroyed by the Vikings, but its peoples, Pict, Gael and Briton, faced with the prospect of Viking 
conquest, had drawn together. In 902AD, the Vikings, under Ivar the Younger of Dublin, returned to 
seize Dunkeld, where St Columba's relics were kept, and the rich farmlands around the River Tay. 
Cystennin caught up with Ivar at Strathcarron in 904 AD, and, in a bitter struggle, Ivar and his Viking 
army were massacred.
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With  the  defeat  of  the  Vikings,  regeneration  of  the  kingdom  was  Cystennin's  top  priority.  He 
remodeled the church along Gaelic lines and brought in a system of powerful local governors called, 
"Mormaers" to defend the kingdom more efficiently. He also renamed the all territory he ruled to its 
old name, Albann.  Cystennin continued to extend Albann's influence across northern Britain. The 
east coast, south of the River Forth and modern-day Edinburgh, was Anglo-Saxon territory, and often 
very hostile at that, until 918 AD, when Cystennin invaded  Northumbria.

At the Battle of Corbridge, he forced Ragnall, the Viking King of York, to withdraw from that part of 
Northumbria that stretched from Lothian to the Tyne.  In return, the restored Saxon Earl, Eadred, 
recognized Cystennin as his overlord. For the first time since before the Roman invasions, much of 
the land in modern-day Scotland was firmly under the control of the King of Albann.  The status of 
southern Albann had almost gone full circle.  A return to the glory years of a Pre-Roman Albann was 
in sight.  The fortunes of Albann were riding high, and their opponents would have to gather all their 
forces to reverse the momentum that Cystennin had begun.  Only time and the fortunes of Pict Kings 
would determine how far southward Albann would extend.

In 934AD, Æthelstan marched north, forcing the Earls of Northumbria and the Kings of Strathclyde to 
acknowledge him as their overlord. Albann had never seen so vast an army: Æthelstan had brought 
with him three Welsh kings and six Viking chieftains as Brigade Commanders.  Cystennin was forced 
into retreat and was besieged at the rock fortress of Dunnottar, south of Aberdeen. The fortress was 
too strong for Aethelstan to take, although Constantine was forced to recognize Æthelstan's claims.

After the defeat by Æthelstan of the Vikings at York in 928AD, Cystennin considered the Wessex king 
a considerable threat to Albann, and so began forging alliances with his neighbouring countries. 
Cystennin married his daughter to Olaf Guthfrithsson the King of Dublin and York, which created 
alliances  with  the  Earls  of  Northumbria.  Owein  of  Strathclyde  (Uuen  in  Pictish)  was  related  to 
Constantine, and took little persuasion to join in a pre-emptive strike against Æthelstan.  In 937AD, 
the combined Pict/Norse/Briton/Scot northern army invaded  Æthelstan's England. At the Battle of 
Brunanburh, at an unknown location deep into England, they fought one of the largest and bloodiest 
battles of the Dark Ages.

The famous poem about the battle in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records the deaths of five kings and 
seven Earls among Athelstan's enemies, among them, Constantine's son:

Five lay still 
on that battlefield — young kings 
by swords put to sleep — and seven also 
of Anlaf’s earls, countless of the army, 
of sailors and Scotsmen. There was put to flight 
the Northmen’s chief, driven by need 
to the ship’s prow with a little band. 
He shoved the ship to sea. The king disappeared 
on the dark flood. His own life he saved. 
So there also the old one came in flight 
to his home in the north; Constantine, 
that hoary-haired warrior, had no cause to exult 
at the meeting of swords: he was shorn of his kin, 
deprived of his friends on the field, bereft in the fray, and his son left behind 
on the place of slaughter, with wounds ground to pieces, 
too young in battle.
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 Alliances and Strategies of Countries in Northern Britain in the 9th Century
The over-riding factor which faced all countries in Northern Britain in the Ninth Century AD was the 
advent of the giant Norsemen.  From the destruction of the religious colony on Lindisfarne on the 
east coast to the defacto seizure and occupation of all the western islands, the Isle of Mann, the 
Orkney an Shetland chains, and the continuous raiding and pillage of coastal communities continued 
unabated.  The Norse could not be challenged at sea.  Their longboats outclassed anything that was 
sent against them.  The future looked bleak for the Picts, Irish, Angles and Britons.  Who would be 
next, and how could they be stopped?  Each country reacted quite differently in this time of peril.

Albann: The MacAlpin dynasty maintained a consistent long term strategy; To return to the glory 
days of the Albann Empire, when Caledonian scouts patrolled the banks of the Humber River.  Their 
objectives,  in  order  of  priority:  Unification  of  Northern  and  Southern  Picts,  Assimilation  of  the 
Dalriadans, Reabsorb Strathclyde & Galloway, Crush Northumbria, and Liberate all occupied  territory 
from the Norse.  Their destiny was to see all of these objectives won within 350 years.
Strathclyde: Its long term strategy was to regain the Strathclyde of old, when it dominated the entire 
west of southern Britain. Their biggest headache was Northumbria, who was always menacing them. 
Northumbria had carved itself from Brithonic territory and its agenda had not changed.  There would 
be no peace until Northumbria was crushed.  Their destiny was to be consumed by Albann by 890AD.
Northumbria: Their long term strategy was to dominate Britain in their own image. Their short term 
strategy was to replace Britons with Angles & to colonize Albann. Their biggest  fear was the Vikings, 
who gave them no quarter.  Their destiny was to be conquered by Vikings, & be consumed by Albann 
& Mercia. 
Ulidia: The life or death struggle of a rump Ulladd with the Milesian Ui Nials was interrupted by a 
more dangerous force, the Norse and Danish slavers, who ravaged Ireland with impunity.  Their short 
term strategy was to obtain allies to drive the Vikings of both stripes out of Ireland.  Their destiny 
was to be colonized by the English, then to regain four of their lost counties in a renewed semi-
independent Ulster.
Galloway: Client state of Ulidia, then Strathclyde, then the Norse, finally became absorbed by Albann.
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Gwynedd:  Their overriding concern was to maintain their sovereignty under an unrelenting hostility 
by the Germanic Anglo-Saxons.  Their natural ally, Strathclyde, was beset on all sides and would not 
assist in any Gwynedd undertaking. Their destiny was to be conquered by the Tudors of England.
Constantine II knew Strathclyde was the weakest enemy.  It was beset by Northumbria on its eastern 
frontier and by the Norse to the west.  He married off one of his daughters to Olaf the White, Norse 
king of Dublin and York, to gain a friend.  When  Ivar Beinlaus, en route from capturing York, and Olaf 
besieged Alt Clut for 15 weeks in 870, Constantine's troops were there to offer support and pick up 
the pieces, after the Norse had done most of the fighting and dying.

Strathclyde was delivered a death blow, as the Norse and Danes pillaged the estuary of the Clyde 
(metropolitan Glasgow) for a year, carrying of everything and everyone who were within reach.  As  
they sailed back to Ireland with 200 ships full of slaves and booty, Constantine placed a puppet on 
the throne of a broken Strathclyde.   One enemy out of the way.   The Danish Vikings broke the peace 
and met Constantine at . In 876, where he was slain. The long term strategy of the Picts was to regain 
all their lost territories, however, one enemy at a time was the rule.  It was Northumbria's turn next.  It  
took well over a century to bring the Germanic Lothians into the Albann fold, albeit with Norse help. 
With assistance from the Irish based 

Æthelstan and his brother Edmund, were victorious over the combined armies of Constantine II; King 
of  Albann (Overlord of  the North),  Olaf Guthfrithson; Norse King of Dublin,  and Owen I;  King of 
Strathclyde + Irish, Welsh and Cornish contingents, in the sense that they were the ones who stood 
the ground.  However, both sides were devastated.  Owein (Uuen in Pict) of Strathclyde was killed, 
and the Anglo Saxon Chronicle reveled in Cystennin's defeat.  It reported: "The hoary man of war has 
no cause to exult in the clash of blades; he was shorn of his kinsmen, deprived of friends, on the 
meeting place of peoples, cut off in strife, and left his son on the place of slaughter, mangled by 
wounds, young in battle. The grey-haired warrior, the old crafty one, has no cause to boast"

If this battle had gone the other way, Albann would have extended south to the Humber River as it  
had  in  pre  Roman times.  Despite  the  Pict  defeat,  Æthelstan  was  severely  weakened  and  never 
recovered. He was too weak militarily to follow Cystennin back to Albann. Cystennin's diplomacy and 
network of allies had freed Albann and Strathclyde from the southern Anglo-Saxon threat  for the 
foreseeable  future.   Olaf  Guthfrithsson later  restored Viking rule  to  York,  and  Æthelstan's  grand 
schemes lay in ruins.  The Battle of Brunanburh was significant as Æthelstan had been successful in 
rallying for the first time, all the Saxon noblemen throughout England to his cause in the defence of 
his part of England. However, the Picts had also successfully rallied all the northern races into a 
north/south struggle.  It was not over yet.

In 943,  Constantine  II abdicated the throne and retired to  the Céli  Dé (Culdee)  monastery of  St 
Andrews in Fife, where he died in 952. He was succeeded by his predecessor's son, Máel Coluim mac 
Domnaill.  He was Albann's most successful Dark Age king, a success won through a combination of 
strength in battle and diplomacy. He had succeeded where all the Great Pict Kings had failed.  He had 
successfully drawn together  all  the diverse petty kingdoms in northern Britain.  His combined forces 
approximated  something  very  close  to  a  northern  powerhouse,  which  pitted  itself  against  another 
powerhouse to the south – England, a story that was to repeat itself many times throughout the next 
millennium as the southern menace grew in strength.  Of course, no one expected the Angles of Lothian 
and the Welsh of Strathclyde to one day unite with the Normans of a later time, to usurp the Picto-Gaelic 
throne, and pursue a program of genocide against the Picts and Dalriadans.  But that was in the distant 
future.  Albann had become Gaelicized under a strong Pict ruler, but the Pict language disappeared within 
a few centuries.

MAELCOLM I (942-954) Son of Donald II.  He ascended the throne after his uncle abdicated. In 945, 
Edmund  of  Wessex  devastated  Cumbria  and  blinded  two  sons  of  Domnall  mac  Eógain,  king  of 
Strathclyde. He then gave Strathclyde to Máel Coluim in return for an alliance.   However, Máel Coluim had 
already been the overlord of Strathclyde, and Edmund recognized this. The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba 
reported Máel Coluim took an army into Moray "and slew Cellach". 
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Cellach is not named in the surviving genealogies of the rulers of Moray, and his identity is unknown. 
Cellach may have been an army commander, or a figment of someone's imagination. 

Máel Coluim raided Northumbria as far south as the Tees taking "a multitude of people and many 
herds of cattle". The Annals of Ulster for 952, report a battle between "the men of Albann with the 
Britons of Strathclyde, and the English" against the foreigners, i.e. the Norse or the Norse-Gaels. 
This battle is not reported by the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, and it is unclear whether it  should be 
related to the expulsion of Olaf Sihtricsson from York or the return of Eric Bloodaxe.  The Annals of  
Ulster reported that Máel Coluim was killed in 954. Other sources place this most probably in the 
Mearns, either at Fetteresso following the Chronicle, or at Dunnottar following the “Prophecy” of 
Berchán. He was buried on Iona. Máel Coluim's two sons Dubh and Cinnidd were later kings.

ILDUB (954-962)  (Indulf  in  English)  (Nicknamed  An  Ionsaighthigh,  "the  Aggressor").  Son  of 
Cystennin II. His mother may have been a daughter of Earl Eadulf I of Bernicia (in England), who was 
in exile in Albann. He defeated the Danish King, Eric of the Bloody Axe, at the Battle of the Bauds on  
the Muir of Findochty), in present day Banffshire, in 961.

The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba says: "In his time 'oppidum Eden' (main administrative area of  
Edinburgh), was evacuated, and abandoned to the Picts." This has been accepted as indicating that 
Lothian or some large part of it, fell to Indulf at this time.  However, the conquest of greater Lothian is 
likely to have been a gradual process rather than a single event, and the frontier between the lands of 
the kings of Albann and those of Bernicia may have been south and east of Edinburgh many years 
before Indulf's reign.  The Chronicon Scotorum reports Indulf’s death in 962, with the Chronicle of the 
Kings of Alba adding that he was killed fighting Vikings near Cullen, at the Battle of Bands. He was 
buried at Iona.

DUBH (962-966)  (Modern  Gaelic:  Dubh mac Mhaoil  Chaluim)  Son of  Maelcolm I,  and father  of 
Kenneth III. Called Dén, "the Vehement" and Niger, "the Black" (died 967). He succeeded to the throne 
when Ildulb was killed in 962.  The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba recorded that during Dubh's reign, 
Bishop Uurddoll (“Fothac" in Gaelic), most likely bishop of St Andrews, died. The remaining report is 
of a battle between Dubh and Cuilén, son of former king Ildulb. Dubh won the battle, fought "upon the 
ridge of Crup", in which Duchad, abbot of Dunkeld (sometimes recorded as  an ancestor of Crínán of 
Dunkeld),  and Dubdon, the Mormaer of Atholl,  died.   This entry proves that Abbots of the Pictic 
Church were routinely trained  in heavy fighting.  This was one response to widespread depredations 
by the Vikings of many church properties.

Maelcolm I  Ri Albainn
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Murder and Intrigue
History differs on what happened later. The Chronicle of the kings of Alba claimed that Dubh was 
driven out of the kingdom. Church sources state he was murdered at Forres, and links this to an 
eclipse of the sun which can be dated to 20 July 966. The Annals of Ulster reported "Dubh mac Maíl 
Coluim, King of Albann, was killed by the Dalriadans, and placed the death in 967AD. It has been 
suggested that Sueno's Stone, near Forres, may be a monument to Dubh, erected by his brother 
Kenneth II. It is presumed that Dubh was killed or driven out by Culén, who became king after Dubh's 
death.

CULEN  (966-971) (Cuilén mac Ildub  in Gaelic).  Another great great grandson of Kenneth I,  and a 
younger son of Ildub, he was killed by a booby-trap at Fettercairn, set by the daughter of the Thane of 
Onnus. 

AMLAIB, (971) Another son of Ildub. In 977, the Annals of Ulster reported  "Amlaib, King of Albann,  
was killed by Cináed mac Domnaill." The Annals of Tigernach gave the correct name of Amlaíb's 
killer: “Cináed mac Maíl Coluim”, or Kenneth II. Thus, for a short time, Kenneth had been superseded 
by the brother of the previous king.

CINNID II (971-995) Son of Maelcolm I. (Cináed mac Maíl Coluim in old 
Gaelic,  nicknamed,  An Fionnghalach,  "The Fratricide")  or  "the family 
slayer".   The Chronicle of the Kings of Alba was compiled in Kenneth's 
reign, but many of the place names mentioned are entirely corrupt, if 
not fictitious. This Chronicle states that "he plundered Strathclyde”.

Kenneth's  infantry  were  slain  with  very  great  slaughter  in  Moin 
Uacoruar." It further states that Kenneth plundered Northumbria three 
times, first as far as Stainmore, then to Cluiam and lastly to the River 
Dee by Chester. These raids may have been about 980, when the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle recorded attacks on Cheshire.  In 973, the Chronicle of 
Melrose reported that Kenneth, with Máel Coluim I (Máel Coluim mac 
Domnaill), the King of Strathclyde, "Maccus, king of very many islands" 
(i.e.  Magnus Haraldsson (Maccus mac Arailt),  King of  Mann and the 
Isles)  and  other  kings,  Welsh  and  Norse,  came  to  Chester  to 
acknowledge the overlordship of the English king Edgar the Peaceable. 
Edgar  determined  the  frontier  between  the  southern  lands  of  the 
kingdom of Albann and the northern lands of England. Cumbria became English, the western frontier 
lay on the Solway.  In the east, the frontier lay somewhere in East Lothian, near Berwick.  

Cinnidd was killed in a clever plot of family retribution,  using as an instrument of deceit,  a Pict 
woman, who wanted revenge for the killing of her only son. Her name was Finella, (or Finnguala also 
called Fimberhele), daughter of Cuncar, Mormaer of Angus, in revenge for the execution of her only 
son. She managed to induce Kenneth to enter an outbuilding on her farm where her co-conspirators 
killed him. Cystennin III masterminded the plot.

CYSTENNIN  III  (995-997)  Son  of  Culen,  and  grandson  of  Cystennin II.  After  arranging  the 
assassination of Kenneth II, he made himself king.His reign was brief as Kenneth III killed him in 997.

CINNIDD III (997-1005).  (Cináed mac Duib in Gaelic) Son of King Dubh. He was nicknamed  An 
Donn,  "the Chief".  The only event reported in Kenneth's reign was by Annals of the Four Masters,  
which was the killing of Dúngal mac Cináeda by Gille Coemgáin mac Cináeda, by 999AD. It is not 
certain that this refers to events in Scotland, and whether one or both were sons of this Kenneth, or 
of Kenneth II.   He was killed in battle at Monzievaird in Strathearn by Malcolm II in 1005. None of his 
sons became king.  
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Kenneth's granddaughter, Gruoch, daughter of Gruoch ingen Boite meic Cináeda — Shakespeare's 
Lady  Macbeth  —  was  wife  firstly  of  Gille  Coemgáin,  Mormaer  of  Moray,  and  secondly  of  King 
Macbeth; her son by Lulach mac Gille Coemgáin, would briefly succeed Macbeth as King of Scotland. 
The meic Uilleim, descendants of William fitz Duncan by his first marriage, were probably descended 
from Kenneth; and the Clann Mac Aoidh or Clan Mackay claim descent from Kenneth III,  through 
Lulach's daughter. 

MAELCOLM II (1005-1034).  Son of Kenneth II but, due to disputed succession, he did not come to 
the throne until ten years after his father's death, having killed his cousin Kenneth III. The last of the 
House of Alpin, he did not have any sons to succeed him so he arranged good marriages for his  
daughters.  His  daughter  Bethoc married the Abbot  of  Dunkeld  and their  son became Duncan I. 
Another  daughter  married  Earl  Sigurd  of  Orkney  and  their  son  Thorfinn  brought  the  lands  of 
Caithness and Sutherland back under the control of the King of Albann. Malcolm made an alliance 
with King Owen the Bald of Strathclyde, and together they defeated King Canute at the Battle of 
Carham  in  1018.  When  King  Owen  died  without  an  heir,  Malcolm  claimed  Strathclyde  for  his 
grandson, Duncan.  His enemies disliked this, and murdered him at Glamis in 1034. 

DUNCAN I (1034-1040).  Grandson of Malcolm II.  He first  became King of Strathclyde,  and then 
Albann on the death of his grandfather. He married the cousin of the Earl of Northumberland, and his 
two sons, Malcolm III and Donald III, eventually also became kings. He was defeated in battle by his 
cousin Thorfinn, Earl of Orkney, and failed in a siege of Durham in the north of England. He was 
defeated and killed by Macbethad near Forres in Moray. 

MACBETHAD (1040-1057) Son of Findlaích. Nicknamed Rí Deircc, "the Red King". Earlier, he was 
king of  Moray and of  Fortriu,  then High King of  Albann until  his  death  in  1057.  His  origins are 
obscure. His mother was a daughter of Kenneth II or III or possibly Malcolm II, and his father was 
Finlay  McRory,  Mormaer  of  Atholl  and  lay Abbot  of  Dunkeld.  He  killed  Duncan  I  but  unlike  the 
Shakespearean Macbeth, he was a powerful and successful monarch. He was secure enough to make 
a homage to Rome.  His Queen, Gruoch, was a grand-daughter of Kenneth II. Macbeth was defeated 
by Malcolm Canmore, with an English army, at Dunsinane in 1054. A second invasion in 1057 saw his 
defeat and death at Lumphanan, near Aberdeen by Malcolm and his English allies, led by Earl Siward 
of Northumbria. This alliance with the English was the seed to disaster in later years.   Macbeth is 
remembered as the last king of Albann, and of a highly inaccurate portrayal by Shakespeare.

LULACH(1057-1058) Stepson of Macbeth, nicknamed "The Fool", Lulach was the first Pict/Scot King 
to be crowned King of "Scotland". He became king upon his stepfather's death. He was the first  
recorded monarch to have been crowned at Scone but was defeated and killed by Malcolm Canmore 
two months later.  Lulach was the last Scottish King who was not controlled by the English, until 
Robert the Bruce regained independence at the Battle of Bannockburn 256 years later.

MAELCOLM  III (1058-1093)  Son  of  Duncan  I.  Malcolm  "Canmore"in  English.  (Great  Chief  in 
Gaelic). He went into exile in Northumbria when Macbeth killed his father. With English support, he 
defeated and killed Macbeth at Lumphanan in Aberdeenshire in 1057 and Lulach, Macbeth's stepson, 
the following year. He founded the dynasty of the House of Canmore, which lasted until the Norman 
House of Stewart. By his first marriage to Ingibiorg (daughter of Thorfinn of Orkney) he had two sons, 
Duncan II (see below) and Donald.

Following Ingibiorg's death Maelcolm married Margaret,  the sister of Edgar  Ætheling,  who would 
have become King of England if William the Conqueror from Normandy had not defeated king Harold 
at Hastings. By this marriage, there were six sons, four of whom (Duncan, Edgar, Alexander and 
David) would become kings. Malcolm made raids into Northumbria and Cumbria but William marched 
north and Malcolm was forced to submit and sign the Treaty of Abernathy in 1071. A  final incursion 
in 1093, led to his defeat and death at Alnwick. His son and heir, Edward, died in the same battle, and 
Queen Margaret died four days later. 
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The Northern Pict Kingdom Continues
Some remarkable facts about Moray:

Moray has the tallest people on the average anywhere in Scotland.
Moray has the largest percentage of people with red hair than anywhere on earth.

The split between the Northern and Southern Pict Kingdoms -
When Nehhtonn III decided to eliminate the Scotic influences on the Celtic church in Albann in 717, he 
assumed the title of "Protector of the Faith", and drove out any church Clerics who refused to abide by his 
reforms.  New Dalriada and the Northern  Pict  Kingdom of  Greater  Moray immediately  revolted,  which 
eventually led to Nehhtonn's forced abdication, and his  expulsion to a remote monastery.
Nehhtonn's  successor,  his  brother  Drust,  immediately  rescinded  Nehhtonn's  controversial  decrees. 
However, the repercussions remained.  The Northern Kingdom remained independent for over 400 years, 
and the anxiety caused in New Dalriada simmered for centuries,  and was only diminished when Grig 
decreed the Scotic church was equal to the Pict Church, and Scottish clerics could have access to Pict 
Church positions.
This split  between the two most  powerful  regions of  Albann,  was the main element  in  the MacAlpin 
usurpation of the throne of the Southern Kingdom. Dalriada and the northern Kingdom became religious 
allies  in  their  opposition  to  Nehhtonn's  decrees.  Subsequently,  many  Dalriadans  migrated  into  the 
relatively empty and more secure plains of Moray to escape the pagan Norse invaders.

-  Vikings Decimate the Pict Nobility in the North  -

The dominant kingdom in Albann before the Viking Age was the northern Pictish kingdom of Fortriu, later 
Moreb (in Latin) or Moray (in English) on the shores of the Moray Firth. By the ninth century, the Gaels of 
Dalriada were subject to the kings of Fortriu of the family of Constantín mac Uurgusa (father unknown). 
His family dominated Fortriu after 789, and no doubt Constantín was a kinsman of Ónnus I of the Picts,  
from around 730AD. 

The dominance of Fortriu came to an end in 839 with a defeat by Viking armies reported by the Annals of 
Ulster in which King Uenn of Fortriu and his brother, Bran, Constantín's nephews, together with the king 
of Dalriada, Áéd mac Boanta, "and others almost innumerable" were killed.  These deaths led to a period 
of instability lasting a decade as several families attempted to establish their dominance in the Northern  
and Southern Pict Kingdoms of Albann. By 848,  Kenneth MacAlpin had emerged as the winner in the 
south.

-  The House of Moray  - 

Throughout their history, powerful enemies to the north and south faced the kings of Moray. In the north, 
they struggled to resist the Norse Earls of Orkney and Sutherland, eager to control the rich woodlands of  
Northern  Albann  as  a  supply  of  timber  for  their  ships.  In  the  south,  they  strenuously  resisted  the 
ambitions of Scottish kings, who sought to make Moray part of their realm.  Although the original Pict 
Moray ruling families were infiltrated by Dalriadans on the male side, their inherent independent spirit was 
not extinguished by conquest, colonization or expulsion until 1230AD, when David I (1124–53), to pacify 
the area, appointed a Flemish family as Mormaer, and they took the name Murray. 

Despite conquest, colonization, interbreeding and expulsion, the leading families of Moray continued to 
resist  the  High  Kings  of  Scotland  until  1230.  The  days  were  over,  however,  when  Albann  was  a 
confederation  of  regional  kings.  The High king  of  Scotland,  the  greatest  regional  power  in  Northern 
Britain, brought the entire mainland north of the Tweed and Solway within his realm, and Moray was 
dominated by a Flemish family,  introduced by David I,  who took Moray as their name.  The so-called 
House  of  Moray  is  used  to  illustrate  the  succession  of  rulers  whose  base  was  in  Moray  and  who 
sometimes ruled all of Albann, and later, Scotland.
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The so-called house of Loairn or of Moray was supposedly distantly related to the House of Alpin on 
the male side, its rival in Southern Albann. They both claimed a mythical descent from the founder of 
New Dalriada, the enigmatic Pict/part Firbolg; 'Loarn mac Erc' (or Erb). Some of its members became 
the last  kings of  the Picts while three centuries later,  three members succeeded to the Scottish 
throne, ruling Scotland from 1040 until 1078.  At times when their rivals held the throne of Albann, the 
Loairn leaders maintained their independent state of Moray, where a succession of kings ruled.

The Loairn succession followed both the female and male succession rites, resulting in practice to 
outcomes where branches of the leaders' extended family rotated on the throne, keeping a balance 
between important branches. For example, MacBeth descended from one branch and his stepson, 
Lulach, from another. King Onnus, the last independent King of Moray, was the son of the daughter of 
Lulach, indicating that matrilineal succession was maintained, contrary to most historical reports.

The most famous Moray king was Macbethad, who successfully turned the tables on the Southern 
Albann kings, and became High King of Albann after killing Duncan I in 1040. Even though Duncan's 
son Malcolm (III) killed Macbethad in 1057, it was Lulach of the Moray dynasty who became the first  
King of 'Scotland' (a foreign Germanic term). Malcolm slew Lulach the following year, but he had to 
recognize Lulach's son,  Mael Snechta,  king of Moray,  as heir to the Scottish throne.  Only when 
Malcolm Canmore defeated Mael Snechta in 1078, can it be said that Moray's chances of dominating 
the Scottish kingdom peacefully were ended. Mael Snechta was exiled to Ulidia. However, Moray's 
hopes of regaining power were not fully extinguished.

Preposterous claims that the Royal House of Moray was really Scottish are caste aside considering 
the records of the continued matrilineal (uniquely Pict) succession of its kings. 

- Moray Invades Scotland and Pays the Price -
Ónnus mac inghine Lulaich, Ri Moréb (Onnus son of the daughter of Lulach, king of Moray) ruled 
Moray until his death in 1130. He attempted the impossible, and paid for it with his life. He led 5,000 of  
his troops in an invasion of Albann, only to be defeated decisively at Stracathro (25 miles north-east  
of Dundee).
Orderic Vitalis wrote that in the year 1130, Ónnus with Máel Coluim mac Alasdair invaded Scotland 
with 5000 warriors. King David’s general, an old Anglo-Saxon noble named Edward Siward, met the 
Moravians. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reported "a great slaughter".
The Annals of Ulster reported:  Bellum itir fhiru Alban & feru Moreb i torcradar .iiii. mile d'fheraibh  
Moréb im a righ .i. Oenghus m. ingine Luluigh; mile imorro & uel centum quod est uerius d'fheraibh  
Alban i frithghuin. Translated, that would read: "War between Albann and Moray. About 4,000 Moray  
casualties with their king Onnus, son of the daughter of Lulach, and about 1,000 Albann casualties  
fell in a counterattack." The Annals of Innisfallen made clear that the battle took place in southern 
Scotland, and was an invasion by the Northern Kingdom.
The Scots then invaded Moray, which, as Orderic Vitalis puts it, "lacked a defender and lord." After 
Ónnus's defeat, Moray's governorship was probably granted to William Fitz Duncan. After the death 
of William Fitz Duncan, in 1147, Moray was colonized by King David I's French, Flemish and English 
followers  (In  the  longer  term,  most  of  those  became Gaelicized),  and  many Picts  were  forcibly 
uprooted and exiled to the south.
Several minor Pict-led revolts occurred afterwards in Moray but were snuffed out by those loyal to  
the Norman/Angle king.  Some other entries in the Annals of Ulster associated with Moray:
In 1032AD, Gilla Comgán son of Mael Brigte, King of Moray, was burned to death, together with fifty 
people (in a house).  In 1085, Mael Snechta, son of Lulach, last king of Moray, and a superior of 
Corcach, in Ulster,  died peacefully.   In 1116,  the men of Moray killed Ladhmann son of Domnall, 
grandson  of  the  king  of  Albann.   In  1118,  Maria,  daughter  of  Mael  Coluim  (Malcom  Canmore), 
daughter of the king of Albann, and wife to the king of England, died.  
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List of Kings of Moray (Fortriu) 

UUEN, ((Owain)  837 -  839)

NEHHTONN

UURADD, Son of Uurgusa.

UURADDAilgelaich

RUADRH

CATHAMAL  

MORGGAN

CUNCAR (xx-995)

DONNELL

UUNNlU  (Finnlaech) mac  RUADRH,  (1010  -  1020)  At  the  naval  Battle  of 
Clontarf, in 1014, Jarl Siguðr of Orkney fought a battle with the Moravians, who were 
led by a "Finnlaech" (in Gaelic). 

MAEL COMGAN, (1020 - 1029). Son of Mael Brigte. Killed in 1029.

GILLE COMGAN,  (1029 - 1032. Another son of Mael Brigte. His death in 1032 was 
blamed on MacBethad.

Mac BETHAD,  (1032 - 1057). Son of Uuenn + a grandaughter of Malcom II. Also 
became High king of Albann - 1040 - 1057. Known as the "Red King". He was killed by a 
son of Duncan. He died 15th August 1057.

LULACH  mac  COMGAN,  (15  August  1057 -  17  March  1058).  Son  of  Gille 
Coemgain + Queen Grouch of Albann. He was the first monarch to be proclaimed "King 
of Scots" . Lulach was the son of Gruoch from her first marriage to Gille Coemgáin, 
King of Moray, and thus the stepson of MacBethad mac Uuen. Following the death in 
battle of Macbeth in 1057, the king's followers placed Lulach in the throne. Lulach ruled 
only for a few months before being assassinated and succeeded by Malcolm III.

MAELl SNECHTA, Son of Lulach + Uuennala  of Angus. (Anti-king) Born in 1057. 
He is credited in an Irish source as being King of Scotland. Although his name does not 
appear in medieval Scottish King- lists. It is possible that his reign was suppressed or, 
that he was initially recognized as Malcolm III's successor but was exiled to Ulidia. Mael 
Snechta was a rebel leader in Moray. He suffered a serious defeat by Malcolm III, which 
broke his power.  He died in refuge in Ulster peacefully in 1085. 
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An Anglo-Norman Alliance Devours Scotland
MALCOLM III CANMORE (1058-1093), A son of Duncan I.  He had been taken to the Court of 
English  king  Edward the  Confessor  after  his  father’s  murder,  and raised in  the  English  culture. 
Malcom was finally accepted by the Scottish nobles.  Malcom married Ingebord, the widow of Earl 
Thorfinn of the Orkney, who bore him three sons.  In 1069, William (the Conqueror)’s hold on England 
was tenuous.  Many English refugees in Scotland were clamouring for Scotland to invade England, 
and  return  King  Aetheling  to  the  throne.  The  Scottish  Court  was  moved  from  Dunfermline  to 
Edinburgh Castle, and adopted English attitudes much to the chagrin of the Scottish people.  This 
event marked the end of Pict/Gaelic influence at the Scottish court, and soon to be their total demise.

The English Pretender made a series of raids into England with Scottish troops assisting from 1069 
to  1072,  resulting in William leading an army into Edinburgh and demanding the king expel  the 
English Pretender.  At the Treaty of Abernathy, Malcom was forced to acknowledge William as his 
Lord Protector, in fact rendering Scotland a client state of England.  Malcom did not give up the 
struggle  in  England  and  he  made  some  dangerous  enemies.   In  1093,  the  Norman  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  in  England,  Robert  Mowbray,  ambushed  Malcom  and  killed  him  with  his  son, 
Edward.

DONnell  BANE  III (1093-  1094).  He  promptly  expelled  all  the  English  refugees,  moved  he 
Scottish Court back to Dunfermline, and broke off diplomatic relations with England.  In response, 
English king William II, took an army to Scotland defeated Donald, and drove him into exile.  Scotland 
had arrived at the humiliating place, where the King of England determined the line of succession to 
the Scottish throne.

ONNUS, (1078 - 1130). Son of daughter of Lulach (in the Pictish fashion). (He was the anti-king of  
Albann, residing in Moray).  In 1130, he Invaded Scotland and died in battle.

Puppets Fight Over The Corpse

The situation in Scotland went from bad to worse so that eventually, the bloody William Wallace and 
Robert  LeBrus  revolts  occurred,  finally  regaining  Scottish  Independence  after  the  Battle  of 
Bannockburn in 1314.  

England was always looking over the shoulders of the succeeding Scottish Kings,  until  in 1603, 
James VI, the eldest son of Mary Queen of Scots, the very Queen who had been beheaded by Queen 
Elizabeth I, was accepted by the English Peerage, and made King James I of England.  The Scottish 
system of ‘Rule by Divine Right of God’ was about to clash with English Parliamentary superiority. 
Scotland would never again be free to determine its own destiny.

The “Alliance” of Scotland and England was in fact  a reverse takeover of  Scotland,  it  being the 
smaller partner in that unholy marriage.  The final act occurred in 1702, when Queen Anne signed into 
Law  the  Act  of  Union,  which  effectively  made  Scotland  a  province  of  England.   The  English 
perspective was that a genuine union of the two countries was needed to ensure that the Scots 
would never appoint a separate king (even if he was Protestant), in case he might make an alliance 
with one of England’s enemies (especially France). 

The Scottish Lowlanders (Britons and Angles)  perspective was purely commercial.   Many of  the 
power elite in Scotland had backed the failed Darien scheme, and went bankrupt.  Only the infusion 
of more valuable English pounds would bring prosperity back to a bankrupt Scotland.  The Scottish 
opposition to the Act was disorganized and ineffective, leaving the ruling party freedom to act.  The 
rest is history.  The amazing thing is: Respected genealogists claim the present British Monarch is 
the umpteenth granddaughter of Onnus Mauur I of Albann, the second  “Defender of the Faith”..  
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SUENO'S STONE
What is the most remarkable monument in Britain? Is it Nelson's monument, or maybe a First or 
Second World War monument? No, it is Sueno's monument in Forres, Moray. Everyone who has seen 
it is stunned by its size, beauty and its hidden message. It is 23 feet high by four feet thick. It weighs 
about 7 tons. Historians are still puzzled by its message.

Description: The story it  tells is a sombre one. The uppermost panel contains five men in tunics 
facing us and holding swords at the ready. Below there are three rows of mounted warriors, all facing 
to the left. The next (lower) panel contains five men holding raised swords and spears.

The centre warrior seems a shade larger than the others and is wearing a kilt (both Picts and Scots 
wore the kilt). Below is a row of eight warriors, all except two are facing left.  The central couple is 
fighting, the battle has begun.

Below, still on the second panel, is an execution scene. There are seven decapitated bodies lying on 
the left with the seventh torso centre-right of the others. The man who appears to be holding a sword 
in one hand and a head in the other has just killed this warrior.

Under a quadrangular Celtic bell, which has a clapper, there are five more heads and there are two 
more  heads  on  the  ground  below  two  fighting  couples  beneath  the  row  of  torsos.  Behind  the 
executioner, there are three men blowing the dreaded Pict battle carnyx trumpet, indicating this was a 
Pict victory.  Below, there are three rows with two mounted soldiers in each row who appear to be 
leading a pair of archers and six foot soldiers.

The third panel shows a tent-like structure with finials at the top ends. This is sheltering a row of 
corpses with seven severed heads. Combating couples surrounds the central scene.

The fourth panel contains two identical rows of eight infantrymen. The second group who has raised 
swords and shields is chasing the first eight. The front of the stone appears to repeat the same 
message in less bloodthirsty terms. The lowest panel contains a group of five men, two of whom are 
larger than the others, possibly representing St Andrew and St. Columba.

There are many theories about the exact message but it is definitely telling a story of a great victory 
of one army over another. The number seven in Celtic (and Pict) lore is significant. It could represent  
Kenneth's victory over the Angles, a southern Pict victory over northern Picts, a northern Pict victory 
over a southern Pict force, a Pict victory over the Norse or a combined Pict/Scot victory over the 
Norse. There is no consensus on this as its exact age has never been determined.

In 1991, it was all enclosed in a glass and steel structure for its preservation. At night it is lit up by 
floodlights adding to it splendor. The towering height, the elaborate cross, and the superb gruesome 
decorations inspire so much awe that one feels like kneeling before it. Its impression on the citizens 
of Moray when it was new must have been overwhelming.

The images on the stone may refer to the life of Kenneth MacAlpin, or it may have been dedicated to 
the life of his grandson, Constantine I, or Kenneth may have built it to honour a previous King (Brud 
or Onnus), who ruled both the Northern and Southern Picts and had acted in their best interests.

Common sense dictates it was erected in the heart of Moray, the military centre of the Northern Picts, 
with the wholehearted cooperation and enthusiasm of the local residents - or else its existence would 
have been very short.  It is very likely that it was a monument to Dubh, erected by his brother, Cinnid 
II (971 – 995). 
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Sueno's Stone - Tallest monument in Britain
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REFLECTIONS
The Sun Sets on ALBANN

After Anglo/Norman kings usurped the old line, a determined pogrom of genocide began to 
eliminate any possibility of further rebellions from the restive Picto/Celtic north.  The majority 
population of Picts/Scots in the northern two-thirds of Scotland, were systematically subjected 
to forced relocations to the south, with expropriations and murder, running well into the 17th 
century. 
This pogrom was due to naked racism and the advent of feudalism to Scotland by the Normans, 
with its accompanying unyielding doctrine of the unitary state, where there was no need for 
petty provincial sub-kings or of strong regional clan Chiefs.
A process of National denial set in, where Scotland's Government and southern Anglophone 
racists promulgated the fairy tale that  the Picts somehow disappeared into the trash-bin of 
history. Pict accomplishments and culture were denigrated.  They were given credit for nothing.
It was only after DNA surveys in the early 21st century proved that 70% of the present Scottish 
population remain Picto/Welsh that  Scotland's  objective academics realized they have been 
living a lie. Picts are still the majority but they now call themselves Scots.  History is not taught  
in Scotland's schools so the younger generation does not have to bear the guilt.  The Scottish 
Government  still  refers  to  Albann  in  the  German  vernacular,  “Pictland”.  The  process  of 
Anglicization was complete.    
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Explanation of Morphology of Languages Chart
Basque Milieu - About the year 8,000BC, the last Ice Age was disappearing.  The area now covered by 
the British Isles was a peninsula attached to the European mainland.  As the climate grew warmer,  
forests returned to central  and northern Europe, beckoning adventurous people to enter a virgin 
wilderness. Basques and others in the vicinity traveled up into the northwest, and settled along the 
shores,  where they felt  safe from the wild carnivores deep in the forests.   They spoke an early 
Basque language their ancestors had brought up from the Iberian peninsula, a western offshoot of 
Proto- Indo European.

Germanic/Pict Milieu – About 2400BC, groups of North Germanic trades-people came to the islands 
with Bronze-making technology.   These newcomers were too few to cause a major  disruption in 
physique but they did implant a Germanic language and a better lifestyle, implements and weapons. 

Goidelic/Pict Milieu - About 800BC, Halstatt  Celts began arriving.  Their culture demanded they 
become the warriors and intelligentsia of any new civilization they encountered.  The pre-Celts would 
continue farming and providing food – and pay tribute to their new leaders.  This worked fairly well in 
southern Britain and Ireland but it did not go over so well with the “Albiones” in the far north.  Those 
natives were better suited to their harsh sub-Arctic climate, and they were too thinly populated to 
make the north a feasible colonizing operation.  Before 700BC, those northern “Cruithni” colonized 
Ireland and established Celtic style kingdoms with the advantage of the Iron technology they had 
learned from the Halstatters.

Brythonic/Pict Milieu –  About 500BC, La Tene Celts arrived, and with their superior technology, 
quickly overran the earlier Goidelic speaking Celts.  When they encountered the “Pretani”, they were 
struck by their long limbs, blonde or red hair and pale skin.  These people were more Scandinavian in 
their features than anyone they had met before.  The demarcation line was the Humber River.  The 
Pictii had established their own confederations, and were not about to relinquish their independence 
to newcomers without a knock down drag out fight.  So the La Tene Celts (fewer in number) merely  
entered into a mutually beneficial arrangement whereby, they passed on their superior technologies 
and the Picts traded with them and intermarried.  Slowly, the P-Celtic dialect assimilated the pre-
Celtic and Q-Celtic languages throughout the entire Islands, except some isolated areas that were 
barely accessible.  The Shetlands succumbed by 300AD.

Greek Milieu – About 350BC, Greek traders appeared in the north from the Mediterranean Sea, and 
brought marvelous goods and new ideas.  The Albiones learned about new gods, new tools and 
weapons from the Greeks.  The Greeks were no threat; they only wanted to trade for skins and ore.

Scandinavian Milieu – About 100BC, Norse adventurers appeared first in the Shetlands, then in the 
Orkney islands.  They were peaceable at first but later some raiders showed up.  The Albiones began 
building Brochs, tall stone watchtowers; where the entire community could go to escape plunderers 
from the sea. Those Albiones in the far north began to learn about new words and new gods.

Latin – Brythonic – Pict Milieu – In 43AD, Roman Legions and Gaulish auxiliaries landed on the 
southeast Pretannic coast  and began conquering the southern Brythonic Celts.   As the Romans 
fought their way north, fleeing Brythonic Celts flooded into southern Albann.  A great battle was 
fought deep inside northern Fortriu but it proved nothing.  The Pictii continued to harass the Romans 
and their lackeys, forcing them to build two huge defensive walls to try to contain the enemy.  South 
of  Hadrian’s  Wall,  Britons  began wearing togas,  spoke Latin  and became pale  imitations  of  the 
Romans.   In  between  the  two  walls,  refugee  Brythonic  Kingdoms  were  established  to  defend 
themselves  against  the marauding Picts,  and tried  to  maintain  a  limited  independence from the 
Romans.  This proximity to P-Celtic speaking people hastened the assimilation process with the 
Picts.   By 300AD, all of northern Albann spoke Cumbric, (ancient Welsh). 

Brythonic/Pict/Anglo Milieu – In 410AD, the Romans withdrew all their troops from Britain.  Latin 
ceased being a working language, even in the south.  Germans began pouring into southern Britain 
to escape Attila’s forces; who were sweeping through Western Europe.
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The Britons fought the Germans until a stalemate took effect; with the east of southern Britain in 
German hands and the west remaining in Brythonic hands.  Picts took the side of the Germans as the 
Britons were the more dangerous of the two at that time.  The peace held for awhile.  In the 480s, 
bands of Goidelic Scotti from Ulster began trickling into the isolated west coast of Albann.

Anglo/Gaelic/Welsh Milieu - By the 8th century,  the Germans had overran the Britons,  isolating 
them into two redoubts, Gwynedd in the south and Strathclyde in the north.  The Picts were beset 
with invasions from both Britons and Germans.  The Scots were stealing land in the west, and a new 
menace appeared in force from the north, the Vikings. 

Franco/Anglo/Gaelic Milieu – By the new millennium, the Gaels had been overrun by the Norse, the 
Britons and Germans had been forced into Albann, and the Picts and Scots were uniting under a 
Picto/Scotic dynasty that began as a Pict institution and gradually turned into a Gaelic one.

Upon the death of MacBethad in 1037, a new Germanic dynasty changed the name to Scotland.  After 
1066, the major problem for the Picto/Scots was the aggression of England under its new masters, 
the Normans. The Scottish throne was usurped by the Normans but Celtic was still prevalent in the 
Highlands and in the old Pictish Northeast. The Tudors finally crushed Wales in the 1200s.

English Milieu – After the Stuart dynasty was obliterated in England, a series of Jacobite rebellions 
raged intermittently throughout Scotland for 150 years. After the battle of Culloden, aristocratic Scots 
were forced to send their sons to schools in England.  Gaelic speech and culture were forbidden. 
Within 50 years, the English had driven millions of Picts and Scots from Scotland to lands around the 
globe. 

Scotland was safe for raising sheep, England was safe from the Scots.           
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The End of Celtic Civilization In Britain
The Roman gods of War would have been pleased to look down and see the cream of Celtic manhood 
lying dead in 1746 at Culloden, not that far from Mons Gramineus. The Hanoverians and their Saxon 
underlings succeeded where the mighty Roman legions had failed.   In 1057,  the Saxon visitants 
named the  country  “Scotland”,  not  to  appease  the  Scots,  as  the  Gaelic  name for  their  country 
remained  Alba,  but  to  conform  to  the  traditional  Germanic  style,  where  a  country  was  called 
something–LAND,  ie.  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Russland  and  Deutschland.   It  would  take  the 
Scottish power elite 1050 years to allow those, who founded and united the country, the Picts and 
Gaels, the right to speak their ancient language without acrimony.

After the Battle of Culloden, King George I’s son, the “Butcher” of Culloden, issued an order to 
disarm any clan that refused to surrender, and burn their property. A camp was established at Fort 
Augustus, whereby several detachments were sent out to ruin and depopulate the rebellious country. 
The devastation was so great that within a space of fifty miles radius, neither man nor beast nor 
house was left standing. These were the descendents of those who stood up to the mighty Roman 
Emperor in-waiting, Julius Agricola, at Mons Gramenius, and ultimately drove them out of Britain, the 
only ones in all the world who had the guts and determination to do so.

These were the descendants of those who defeated the Anglo-Saxons again and again, the only ones 
who could.  These were the descendants of those who obliterated the Anglo Saxon/Norman armies at 
Bannockburn.  Mounted on their beloved ponies, they scattered the Norman archers and won the 
day.  This was the entire subjugation of a fierce and proud people, whom neither the Romans nor the 
Saxons nor the Normans could reduce, and who often had bid defiance to their own native kings. 
Tacitus reported he had copied the pre-battle speech by Galanann at the fictitiouos battle of Mons 
Gramineus in 84AD.  It is obvious he invented them but the truth is they meticulously captured the 
desperation of the Caledonians in the face of a relentless foreign aggression.  The following passage 
could very well have expressed the situation the Picts and Scots faced in 1746 also:

"The extremity of the earth is ours . . .
But this is the end of the habitable world . . .

The Romans are in the heart of our country . . .
No submission can satisfy their pride . . .

While the land has anything left, it is the theatre of war . . .
They make a desert and call it peace."

Galanann – Dux Bellorum, Côpiae Coniungeré Pictii  – 84AD
A footnote:

In that fateful battle of 16th April 1746, a sickly 19 year old English career officer refused a direct order 
to shoot  wounded Highlanders.  He walked away,  and took an extended leave in Paris.  When he 
returned to duty, he was designated with the menial task of rebuilding Inversnaid, the infamous fort 
built at the request of the Campbell Duke of Argyll to suppress the MacGregors.  He also built military 
roads throughout the Trossachs in case another rebellion broke out.

Later, in North America, he was selected to command the combined British Naval and Land forces in 
their  capture of the great Citadel  of Quebec,  and win North America for the British.  In death,  he 
became the greatest hero in British history.  This was the man who wrote to his mother; “There are 
several battalions of Highlanders with us, and there will doubtlessly be many casualties amongst 
them but that is no great mischief”.  On September 13th 1759, he died on the Plains of Abraham, shot 
by a sniper, at the age of 32, cradled in the arms of a MacGregor officer of the Fraser Highlanders at 
the very moment of his greatest triumph, deserted by his own staff, who despised him. His name was 
General James Peter Wolfe.  His triumph and meticulous attention to detail set the stage for the dawn 
of the greatest Empire this world has known. 
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The Highlands after Hanoverian burnings

That epitaph could have been intended for the Anglo-Saxons as well.
Today, one traveling the highlands of Argyll and Western Perthshire will still find derelict homes 
and forest, where once stood productive communities of Pict and Scot alike.  A monument in its 
own way to the failure of different cultures to live peaceably and to respect each others values 
and their right to be different.   

 Page 227



A Note of Realism from the Author
St Andrews University historian, Alex Woolf, claims Kenneth MacAlpin was actually a Pict, not a 
Scot, and that the Picts were not defeated in a battle by a Scottish army, but gradually, over 
many generations, adopted Gaelic customs and names. This was also the claim made by many 
other objective historians down through the centuries.

Kenneth is an Anglicized translation from the original Pict name, Cinnidd.  Alpin is a Pict name, 
which is a hypocoristic form of Albann, which also means white-skinned in Pictic.  Gaelic Scots 
did not give their sons Pict names.

Cinnidd was crowned in 850AD with a plain gold circlet In the Pict style to gain the acceptance 
of his Pict subjects. Even after his coronation, he had to struggle to maintain his Kingdom. He 
was crowned Rex Pictorum, and was never referred to as King of Scotland, because it had not 
been invented yet.  Dalriada had long ago been submerged into Albann.

As  several  pure  Picts  became  rulers  of  Albann  after  Kenneth  MacAlpin,  including  Grig 
MacDungall, it is utter nonsense to even consider that Cinnidd might have assassinated all the 
district kings at a single dinner. Their sons and relatives would have rose up in a mass revolt, 
and that never happened.

History records that Kenneth MacAlpin did not remove the Pict church's monopoly on religious 
affairs in Albann.  The Pict,  Grig MacDungall,  enacted that edict.  So,  contrary to the Pictish 
Chronicles, Kenneth was not vindictive towards his mother's people.  To the chagrin of the 
Scots, he spoke like a Pict, he acted like a Pict, and he died as a Pict. Scots actually hated him.

In all previous instances of a King being proclaimed over the Picts, with a foreign father and a 
Pict Princess for a mother, no efforts were ever made to alienate the Pict people.  That would 
have amounted to suicide.  There is no plausible reason to believe the MacAlpin dynasty was 
any  different.  The  claims  by  some  later  historians  that  Picto/Scot  kings,  beginning  with 
Galanann VIII, (657-663) and ending with MacBethad I (1040-1057), purposefully suffocated the 
Pict language and culture are highly over-rated.

Donnell, grandson of Kenneth MacAlpin was killed in a Dalriadic uprising against a Pict dynasty 
in 900AD, fifty two years after Kenneth (who racist revisionists claim was the first “King of 
Scots”) attained the throne of Albann. 

Some recent wide-ranging powerful support for these claims:

✔ The recent BBC TV series, "A History of Scotland", boldly stated the MacAlpin dynasty 
was a Pict family, not Scottish.

✔ A generic map from a BBC program "Blood of the Vikings" puts the present generic mix 
in Scotland at 70% Pict & Briton.

The themes that ran through the Picto/Celtic civilization were simple; love of nature, respect for 
one another, loyalty to a leader, and personal honour. Today more than two million people speak 
a Celtic language. In the past few years, thanks largely to the only sovereign Celtic nation left 
on  earth,  Ireland,  there  has  been  yet  another  revival  of  the  Celtic  spirit  in  music,  dance, 
Broadway shows, movies and television.  Celtic civilization never died out completely. As long 
as people consider themselves to be free, there will be a spark of Pict and Celtic in all of us.
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Author's Editorial
The Scottish Chronicles (which picked up where the Pictish Chronicles ended) claimed Cinnidd 
died of injuries after fighting the Vikings in 858 on the third day of February near the palace of  
Forteviot.  Today,  the National  Palace at  Forteviot  is  nowhere to be seen.   No one,  even in 
government, have a clue as to where it was situated.  I personally asked several people there. 
The “Royal Mile”, the road that Pict Kings walked with their retinue from the Palace in Forteviot  
to the Palace of Scone to be proclaimed High King of the Albann Empire, is today a cow path,  
unmarked and unrecognized.  Others made the preposterous claim that Kenneth ruled for 24 
years. However, the Ulster Annals (a far more reliable source with fewer axes to grind) reported 
in Latin: "858-2, Cemoyth rex Pictorum moritur". Translated into English = Kenneth, King of the 
Picts was killed in 858.  For some historians to refer to Kenneth MacAlpin as the "First King of 
Scots” is rubbish. He was the son of a Pict mother and the grandson of a Pict Princess,  making 
him at least 3/4 Pict.  He was taught by Pict Tutors, who instilled in him a love of Albann.
Today, the greatest Naval base in Britain for centuries, Burghead, lies sleeping in its own grave 
on the north coast  of  Scotland,  unrestored and ignored by government.   The greatest  Pict 
fortress of them all, Dunnottar, lies in private hands, unrestored and ignored by government. 
Meanwhile,  in  Canada,  Fortress  Louisbourg,  built  by  the  French  Sun King,  Louis  XIV,  was 
meticulously  restored to  its  original  condition,  even  though  the  French  were  the  losers,  a 
shining example of how a thoughtful country should preserve its historical relics. The excuse I 
was repeatedly given for Scotland not paying more attention to its glorious past, was that it is a 
poor country of only 6 million people.  In response, there are more historical museums and 
shrines in any one province in Cuba than in all of Canada, and Cuba is a poor country.  The  
lesson being that the will has to be there, and it is totally lacking in Scotland.
Picts represented a much older civilization than did the Scots but that did not prevent them 
from borrowing that which enabled them to survive. In 800 BC, they began to learn Proto-Celtic, 
and in 500 BC, they began to learn P-Celtic, which became known as Brythonic. Call them what 
you may, they merely used the tools available to survive. To rediscover the Picts of Albann, just 
look into the face of any Scottish descendant. They still comprise a majority of the population in 
Scotland.  Were Pict contingents retained in the Albann (and later) Scottish army? As late as the 
twelfth century, the English chronicler, Richard of Hexham, recorded that Pict contingents were 
present at the Battle of the Standard, and fought in Yorkshire, Northumberland, in 1138. This 
independent reporting puts the lie to claims that Picts were forced to become Scottish. 
It is a fact that as long as the MacAlpin line of kings ruled North Britain, it was called Albann. 
Cinnidd's successors also reigned as  Rex Pictorum until after the death of Grig MacDungall, 
when the High Kings of Albann took the title of "Ri Albainn", a Pict title, since a Scottish title at 
that time would have been “Righ”.  The first "King of Scotland" was officially declared after the 
death of  King MacBethad in  1057AD,  thereby ending the influence of  Pict  kings,  began by 
Galanann in 75AD and maintained by Kenneth MacAlpin & his dynasty.  With the ascension of 
the English  puppet  regime of  Malcom Canmore,  Scotland became an English  colony.   The 
humiliated Scottish establishment took another  250 years to get rid the English yoke.
William Wallace represented the last opportunity the Celts had to control Scotland’s destiny, 
and he was betrayed by the LeBrus dynasty.  In the ensuing struggle, an Anglo/Norman power 
clique arose that excluded the northern majority Celts.  They favoured the English for purely 
racist reasons, and despised the Picts, Gaels & Britons, who actually formed a majority of the 
population. The inevitable process of Celtic persecution and disintegration had begun.  When 
Bruce came to power, he had many scores to settle with the Picto/Gaelic north.  He formed an 
unholy alliance with the Campbells and other lackeys to destroy the Clan system. That process 
continued  through  later  Anglo-Saxon  kings.   Never  again,  would  the  majority  Picto/Celtic 
population  play  a  leading  role  in  Scotland's  destiny.   Simply  put,  there  were  two  cultural 
solitudes living in the same country, who despised each other.  
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The Friesian Stallion, Victor, Inspiration for the Nobolis logo 

A Friesian, Holland's National Horse

Born in the Netherlands, flown to Canada, and now at 
home  in  southern  Ontario,  Victor  has  won  every 
equine event he has been entered in.

  The  Friesian  is  a  horse  breed  originating  in 
Friesland,  Netherlands.  Although  the  breed's 
conformation resembles that  of  a light  draft  horse, 
Friesians  are  graceful  and  nimble  for  their  size. 
During  the  Middle  Ages,  it  is  believed  that  the 
ancestors of Friesian horses were in great demand 
as  war  horses  throughout  continental  Europe. 
Through  the  Early  Middle  Ages  and  High  Middle 
Ages,  their  size  enabled  them to  carry  a  knight  in 
armor.  In  the  Late  Middle  Ages,  heavier,  draft  type 
animals  were  needed.  Though  the  breed  nearly 
became  extinct  on  more  than  one  occasion,  the 
modern  day  Friesian  horse  is  growing in  numbers 
and  popularity,  used  both  in  harness  and  under 
saddle. Most recently, the breed is being introduced 
to the field of dressage.

It is indeed the “Horse of Kings”.
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	It can be seen from the table of common words above that Old Irish was the most faithful Gaulish cadet.  56% of the parent Gaulish words are unrecognizable in their Welsh and Breton equivalents, while 95% of the Old Irish equivalents are fairly true to their Gaulish roots, 900 years after their separation.  Basque appears to have played no part in the development of Irish, contrary to claims by some historians.
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	The Picts adopted the gods of their visitants.  They named their childen after the Norse gods; Thor and Odin, the Celtic gods; Taranis and Lugus, the Greek gods; Achilles and Apollo, the Roman gods; Jupiter and Neptune. The Celts made their gods and godesses into heroes, and their heroes into gods and godesses.
	Boann:  Consort to Dagda.
	Lugus: (in Gallic), Lugh (in Irish) Lleu (in Welsh) Celtic god of Light and the harvest. A festival was held in his honour in August called Lughnasa, August was his sacred month. He was reputed to be the divine father of Cúchulainn; whom he conceived with Dechtire when he carried her away to his palace beneath Brugh na Boinne. He is the paramount god appearing most frequently in Celtic lore. His diffusion in Celtic religion is apparent from the number of place names in which his name appears, occurring across the Celtic world. The most famous of these are the cities of Lyon and Lugdunum Batavorum (the modern city of Katwijk, 10 kilometers to the west of Leiden).  
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	Morrígan: Morrígan was a tripartite battle goddess of the Celts. She was known as the Morrígan, but the different sections she was divided into were also referred to as Nemhain, Macha, and Badb, with each representing different aspects of combat.
	Modron: (divine mother) was a daughter of Afallach, derived from the Gallic goddess Matrona.
	Picto/Celtic Religious Festivals
	Samhain Description:  A harvest festival with ancient roots in Celtic polytheism.  It was linked to festivals held around the same time in other Celtic cultures, and continued to be celebrated in late medieval times.
	Imbolc  Description: Imbolc is one of the four principal festivals, celebrated among all Celtic cultures, either at the beginning of February or at the first local signs of Spring. Most commonly it is celebrated on February 1st, which falls halfway between the Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox in the northern hemisphere. 

	Belltann (Calan Mai) It marked the beginning of the pastoral summer season when herds of livestock were driven out to the summer pastures and mountain grazing areas.  In Albann, Bealltainn was commonly celebrated on May 15th.  The lighting of bonfires seems to have survived to the present day.  In many British and North American places, last year’s grass is burned to make way for the new.  It is still maintained in Scottish areas of Canada, incl. Eastern Ontario and Nova Scotia.  On this night, the cattle were driven between two bonfires to protect them from disease. Couples wishing for fertility would "jump the fires" on Beltane night.
	Lùnnastal (Calan Onnus) Calan Onnus was one of the four main festivals of the Pict calendar.  It was held on August 1st, the traditional end of the growing season.  Early Celtic calendars were based on the lunar, solar, and vegetative cycles -- and the precession of the equinoxes -- so the actual calendar date in ancient times may have varied.
	Women Warriors - Yesteryear and Today




